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TRIAL 



OP 



r HO MAS HARDX 

FOR 

HIGH TREASON. 



v^Z-N the tenth day of September, 1794, a Special Commiffion of 
Oyer and Terminer was iffued under the Great Seal of Great 
Britain to inquire of certain High Treafons and Mifprifions of 
Treafon within tlie County of Middlefex. 

On Thurfday, the fecond of Oftober, the Special Commif- 
fion was opened at the Seffion Houfe in Clerkcnwell : 

PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable Sir JAMES EYRE, Knt. 

Lord Chief Juftice of his Majefty's Court of Common Pleas ; 

The Right HoDourable Sir ARCHIBALD MACDONALD. 

Knt. Lord Chief Baron of his Majefty's Court of Exchequer ; 

The Honourable Sir BEAUMONT HOTHAM, Knt. 

one of the Barons of his Majefty's Court of Exchequer ; 

The Honourable Sir FRANCIS BULLER, Baronet, one of 

the Juftices of his Majefty's Court of Common Pleas ; 

The Honourable Sir NASH GROSE, Knt. one of the 

Juftices of liis Majefty's Court of King's Bench ; 

The Honourable Sir SOULDEN LAWRENCE, Knt. 
pne of the Juftices of his Majefty's Court of King's Bench ; 

And others his Majefty's Juftices, &c, 
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After the Commiffion had been read, the Sheriff delivered m 
the pannel of the Grand Jury, which was called over, when the 
following Qcntlen^en were fworn^ 



THE GRAND JURT, 



Benjamin Winthrop, Efq. 
John Henry Schneider*, Efcj. San^uel Hawkins, Efq. 
Edward Ironfide, Efq. 
Benjaniin Kenton, Efq, 
Rawfon Hart Boddain, E(q. 
John Aris, Efq. 



William Pardee Allet, Efc^. 
John Perry, Efq. 
Heniry Peter KufF, Efq. 
Thomas Winflow, Efq. 
Thomas Cole^ Efq. 



George Ward, Efq. 
Thomas Boddam, Efq. 
Jofeph Lancafter, Efq. 
Robert Wilkinfon. Efq. 
George Galway Mills, Efq, 
Henry Wright, Efq 
John Hatchett, Efq. 
Rowland Stephenfon, Efq, 
John Campbell, Efq^,, 
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LORD CHIEF JUSTICE EYRE. 

Gentlemen of the Grand Inqucft, 
You are aflembled under the authority of the King's commif- 
iion, which has been iffued for the hearing and determining of 
the offences of high trcafon, and mifprifions of treafon, againft 
the perfon and authority of the King. 

That which hath given occafion for this commlflion is that 
v;hich is declared by a late ftatute, namely, ** That a traiterous 
^* and deteftable confpiracy has been formed for fubverting the 
** exifting laws and conftitution, and for introducing the fyftem 
** of anarchy and confuiion which has fo lately prevailed in 
** France;" a crime of that deep malignity which loudly calls 
upon the jufticc of the nation to interpofe, " for the better pre- 
** fervation of his Majefty's facred perfon, and for fecuring the 
** peace, and the laws and liberties of this kingdom." 

The firft and effeftive ftep in this, as in the ordinary criminal 
proceedings, is, that a Grand Juiy of the country (hould make 
public inquifition for the King, fhould diligently inquire, dif- 
cover, and bring forward to the view of the criminal magiftratc, 
thofe offences which it is the objedl of tliis (pecial commiiiion to 
hear and to4et;crminp. 

You are Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King ; you are fo 
filled in every indldtment which is prefented ; but let the true 
nature of this fervice be underftood. The King commands you 
to enter upon this inquiry ; but the royal authority in this, as in 
all its other fundlions, is exerted, and operates ultimately for the 
benefit of his people. It is the King's objeft, his duty, to vindi- 
cate his peace, his crown, and dignity, becaufe his peace, his 
crown, and dignity, axe the fubje£ls* protedlioii, tlieir fecuritj'-, 
and their happineis. 

It is ultimately for tliem that the laws have thrown extraordi- 
nary fences around the perfon and authority of the King, and 
that .ill attempts a;^aiafl the one or the other are confidered 
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as the higheft crimes which can be committed, and are puntflie4 
with a leverity which nothing but the faiu^ populi canjuftify. 

The bufinefs of this day calls upon me (in order that you may 
the better underftand the fubjeft which is to Come before you) 
to open to you the nature of that offence, which I have before 
fpoken of in general. 

An ancient ftatute, 25 Edward III, has declared and defined 
it. I fluU {late to you fo much of that declaration and defini- 
tion as appears to me to have any probable relapon to the bufi- 
nefs of this day. 

By that ftatute it is declared to be high treafon to compafs or 
imagine the death of the King, provided fuch compaffuig and 
imagination be manifefted by fome aft or adls proved (by two 
witneffes) to have been done by the party accufed in profecution 
of that compaffing and imagination ; that is, from the moment 
that this wicked imagination of the heart is afted upon, that any 
fteps are . taken in any manner conducing to the bringing about 
and effefling the defign, the intention becomes the crime, and 
the meafure of it is full. 

Thefe afts or fteps are technically denominated Overt A£ls ; 
arid the forms of proceeding in cafes of this nature require that 
thefe overt afts ftiould be particularly fet forth in every indi£l^ 
ment of treafon ; and, from the nature of them, they muft con- 
ftitute the principal head of inquiry for the Grand Jury. 

Thefe overt acSs involve in them two diftinft confiderations ; 
I ft, The matter of faft of which they confift ; in the next place, 
the relation of that fad to the defign. 

With refpetSt to the mere matter of fadl, it will be for the 
Grand Jury to inquire into the trup ftate of it ; and I can have 
very little to offer to ypur confideration refpefting it : and, with 
fcfpedl: to the queftiqn, whether the faft has relation to the de- 
fign, fo as to conftitute aq overt adl of this fpecies of treafon, 
yirhich involves confiderations both of fadl: and of law, it is im- 
poftible that any certain rule fliould be laid dowi^ for your go- 
yernment ; overt afe being in their nature all the poiTible means 
f^hich may be uied in the profecution pf the en4 proppfed ^ they 
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bm ht no otherwife defined^ and mufi remain for ever infinitely 
Various; 

Thus far I can inform you : that occafions have unhappily, but 
too frequently, brought overt afts of this fpecies of treafon under 
coniideration ; in confequence of which we are fiamifhed with ju- 
dicial opinions Upon many of them ; and we are alfo fumifhed 
with opinions (drawn from thefe fources) of text writers — fome 
of the wiieft and moft enlightened men of their time, whofe in- 
tegrity has been always coiifideted as the moft prominent feature 
of their charafter, and whofe dofhines do now form great land- 
marks, by which pofterity will be enabled to trace, with a great 
degree of certainty, the boundary lines between high treafon, 
.and offences of a lower order and degree. 

It is a fortunate cirCumftance that we are thus aflifted ; for it 
is not to he diflembled that, though the crime of high treafon is 
•** the greateft crime againft faith, duty, and human fociety,'* 
and though " the public is deeply interefted in every profecutioii 
of this kind, well founded," there hath been, iii the beft times, 
a conGderable degree of jealoufy on the fubjeS of profecutions 
for high treafon ; they are ftate profecutions, and the eonfe- 
quences 16 the party accufed are penal in the extreme. 

Jurors and Judges Ought to feel an extraordinary anxiety that 
profecutions of this nature fhould proceed upon folid grounds. 
I can eafily conceive, therefore, that it muft be a greit relief to 
Jurors placed ill the refponfible fituation in which you now 
ftand, bound to do juftice to their country and to the perfons 
accufed, and anxious to difcharge this tnift faithfully ; fure I 
am that it is confolation and comfort to us, who have upon us 
the refponfibility of declaring what the law is in cafes in which 
the public and the individual are fo deeply interefted ; to have 
fuch men as the great Sir Matthew Hale, and an eminent Judge 
of our own times, who, with the experience of a century, con* 
curs with him in opinion, Sir Michael Fofter^ for our guides* 

To proceed by fteps: from thefe writers upon the hW of 
treafon (who fpeak, as I have before obferved, upon the author 
rity of adjudged cafes) we learn, that not only a^ of immediate 
and diieSt attempt againft the King's life are overt a^ of conii- 
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ptiSang his death, but that all the remoter fteps, taken with a view to 
affift to bring about the aftual attempt, are equally overt a£b of 
this fpecies of treafon ; even the meeting and the confulting what 
fteps (hould be taken in order to bring about the end propofeJ, 
has l)een always deemed to be an tlSL done in profecution of the 
deCgn, and as fuch an overt a(2 of this treafon — This is our firll 
ftcp m the prefent inquiry. I proceed to obferve that die overt . 
afts I have been now fpeaking of have reference, nearer or more 
remote, to a direft and immediate attempt upon the life of the 
King ; but that the fame authority infoms us, that they who 
aim dire6tlyat. the life of the King (fuch, for inftance, ^s the 
perfons who were concerned in the afiaffination plot in the reign 
of King William) are not the only perfons who can be fiiid tqa 
compafs or imagine the death of the king. The entoring intd^ ' 
mealbres which, in the nature of things, or in the common ex- ■ 
perience of mankind, do obvioufly tend to bring the life of (be| ' 
King into danger, is alfo compaffing and imagining the death 6jE^ 
the King ; and the meafures which are taken will be at oncc^ 
evidence of the compaiSng, and overt a<£is of it. . ' * 

. The mftances which are put by Sir Matthew Hale and Sir 
Michael Fofter (and upon which there have been adjudged cafes )t 
arc of confpiracies to depofe the King ; to imprifon him ; to 
get h'ls perfon into the power of the confpirators ; to procure aii 
hivafion of * the kingdom. The firft of thefe, apparently the 
ftrongeft cafe, and coming the neareft to the diredl attempt 
againft the life of the King ; the laft, the fartheft removed from 
that direS attempt, but being a meafure tending to deftroy the 
public peace of the countr\', to introduce hoflilities, and the ne- 
ceffity of refifting force by force, and where it is obvious that the 
conflidl has an ultimate tendency to bring the perfon and life 
pf the King into jeopardy ; it is taken to be a found conftrudlion 
jpf the ftatutc 25 Edward III, and the clear law of the land, that 
this alfo is compaffing and imagining the deatii of the King. 

If a confpiracy to depofe or to imprifon the King, to get his 

perfon into the power of the confpirators, or to procure an inva- 

Hon of the kingdom, involves in it the compaffing and imagine 

•iog of his deadly and if fteps taken in profecutipn of fuch a con-^ 
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, fpiraey ate rightly deemed overt afts of the trearon of imaglhmg 

,y and«coApS{jfing tbeJCing's death ; need I add, that if it (hould 

•nI japgeig^thatit hasf.t|Xtered into the heart of any man, who is a 

•' / fubj^esa&^- this couVif ry, to defignto overthrow the whole govern- 

•V rinentoiflthe cotintiy, to pull down and to fubvert from its very 

V foundations the Britiih monarchy, that glorious fabric which it 

.«4 ba»*1)e6n the work of ages to ereft, maintain, and fupport^ 

'^V i ivhich has been cemented with the bed blood of our anceftors ; 

.. ^todefign fuch a horrible ruin and devaftation, which no King 

.. x:ould furvivc^ a crime of'6iiAi''"a magnitude that no latvgiver in 

•; 'this cpuntry hath ever ventured to contemplate it in its whofe 

*e);tcijt;>;Bced I add, I fay,' that the complication and the enor- 

T.^ltioua cacfefnt of fuch adefign will not prevent its being diftinftly 

V JlVeri, ffilit Vhe cornpaffing and imagining the death of the King 

1^ ipvbjly^d in it, is in truth of its very effence. 

r^^KfM^^ too plain a cafe to require further illuftration from 

i5!vl^f any man of plain fenfe, but not cbnverfant with fubjefls 

ff4^is*liature, fliould feel himfelf difpofed toafk whether a con- 

iHfpij:acyTDf this nature is to be reached by this medium onlv; 

t^^hetlier it is a fpecific treafon to compafs and imagine the death 

•^f the King, and not a fpecific treafon to confpire*.t6 fubvert the 

^ ttipnarchy itfelf ; I anfwer, that the ftatute of Edward III, by 

•/which, we are governed, hath not declared this (which in all juft 

.ftheoryof treafon is the grcateft of all treaforis) to be high 

treafon. 

i. ;. I faid rto lawgiver had ever ventured to contemplate it In its 
T whole extent ; the feditio regni, fpoken of by fome of our an- 
cient writers, comes the rteareft to it, but falls far fhbrt of it : 
perhaps if it were now a queftion whether fuch a cbnfpiracy fi)ould 
be made a fpecific treafon, it might be argued to be untieceflary : 
that in feCuring the perfon and authority of the King from all 
danger, the monarchy, the religion and laws of our country are 
incidentally fecured; that the conftitution of our government is 
fo framed, that the imperial crown of the realm is the common 
centre of the whole ; that all traiterous attempts upon any part 
of it are inftantly communicated to that centre, and felt there ; 
^nd that, as upon every principle of public policy and juftice 

B 4 they 




(■-8 , m- ;■■■/., 

thcfy are puniihablc as traiterous attempts agauifltlie ^ing*£:'pei^ \ 1 
fonor authority, and will, according totht^plu-il'cubrrjj^lire'^TtheS JVj 
traiterous atteiti|jtr;fait||iithin one or other ^j^tbe ipeclj^cjt^L^fo i 

againft the King, declared by the ftatut5!*Q( 25 Etfe^^ 
this gteateft of all treafons is fufficientlj^VproyiOtfd/'^^itift* 
by law. '' ' ; ' f*'!*' ' 1', f*'\ 

Gentlemen, I prefume I hardly need givi yoM this,"*cil:iik)rt,>^ 
that though it has been exprefsly declared, by tlie l/'ghpilW?b*^ V^j 
rity^ that there do exift in this tbuntrj- men capable. ■ of- 4ned*4f yj 
rating the deftfSdlion of the ccij^J^Htion under wh'ich !wc'|ivp.;j"^,^ 
that declaration, being extrajud^cl^^-^ not a ground upoii.whlcihr; ' 
you ought to proceed. • f- , ,4 j^^* ^^\ ^ f ' -^ 

In confequence of that declaration^] t lieoime 3 pn!3.5i^;*^44^^J 
.difpenfable duty of his Majefty to inftitiVtc this f6]|rft:>t^4XT^tap3 
ing, and to impofe upon you the painful inik of -c^nji^^ipi^ tL 
■ accufations which fliall be brought before you i but {{yifeltf 
your. duty to examine them in a regular judicial courf*, ijfejf 
by . hearing X the. evidence, and forming your i^wn.V^iii^lgji^fljy 
upon it. . ' . --K'* ^?5 - 

. And here, ^m dp not think it necefiary to troabTe yon ^wlg^ 
obfervation»\3p«:the other branches of the llatute 25 Edwair^ 
III, the chatge*-lo the grand inqueft might coticJude ; h^d jjp^ 
the particular nature of the conspiracy, alk^dgrd to ha^v^ tveeafif ' 
formed againft the ftate, been difclofed, and made matter of jmt)lTcf • 
notoriety by the reports of ^he two houfes of parliament, now m- 
every one's hands : but that being the cafe, I am appnehfenfi yej 
that I fhall not be thought to have fulfilled the duty, \yhi€h..thtef- 
Judge owes to the Grand Jury, when queftions^ in the criminal^, 
law arife on new and extraordinary cafes of fadl; if I did hot. * 
plainly and diftin(5Uy ftate what I conceive the law to be, or;: . 
what doubts I conceive may arife in law, upon the fadis Wh'ibji '' * 
are likely to be laid before you, according to the different points'- " * 
of view in which thofe fafts may appear to you. 

It is matter *of public notoriety that there have been aflbcia- 
tlons formed in tiiis county, and in other parts of the kingdom, 
the profeffed purpofe of which has been a change in the conftitu- 

tion 



( 9 ) 
tiofi of the commohs houfe of parliament, and tbe obtaining of 
;mnaa} parliaojents ; and that to fome of thefe aflbciations other 
purpofes, bidden under this veil, purpofes the moll traiterouSy 
4iaye been imputed i and that fome of thefe aflbciations have been 
fuppofed to have a£lually adopted meafures of fuch a nature, and 
to have gone into fuch excefTes, as will amount to the crime of 
high treafon. 

If there be ground to conflder the profefled purpofe of any of 
thefe aflbciations, a reform in parliament, as mere colour, and 
:as a pretext held out in order to cover deeper defigns — defigns 
againft the whole conftitution and government of the country ; 
the cafe of thofe embarked in fuch defigns is that which I have 
already confidered. Whether this be fo, or not, is mere matter 
of fafi ; as to which I fliall only remind you, that an inquiry 
into a charge of this nature, which undertakes to make out that the 
oftenlible purpofe is a mere veil, under which is concealed a trai- 
terous confpiracy, requires cool and deliberate examination, and 
the moft attentive confideration ; and that the refult fliould b« 
perfe6Hy clear and faiisfa(ftory. In the affairs of common life, 
no man is juftified in imputing to another a meaning contrary 
to what he himfelf exprefles, but upon the fuUeft evidence. On 
the other hand, where the charge can be made out, it is adding 
to the crime meditated the deepeft diflimulation and treacliery, 
with refpedl to thofe individuals, who may be drawn in to em- 
bark in the odenfible purpofe, as well as to the public, againft 
which this dark myflery of wickednefs is fabricated. 

But if we fuppofe thefe aflbciations to adhere to the profefled 
purpofe, and to have no other primary obje6k, it may be afked, 
is it poflible, and (if it be pofiible) by what procefs is it, that an 
aflbciation for the reform of parliament can work itfelf up to the 
crime of high treafon? All men may, nay, all menmuft, if they 
poflefs the facuhy of thinking, reafon upon every thing which 
fufiicientlyintereftsthem to become objedts of their attention, and 
among the obje6k of the attention of free men, the principles of go* 
vemment, the conftitution of particular governments, and, above 
all, the conftitution of the government und»r which they live, will 
naturally engage attention, and provoke fpeculation. The power of 
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commtinication of thoughts and opinions is the gift of God, and thtf 
freedom of it is the fource of all fcience, the firft fruits and the ul- 
timate happinefs of fociety ; and therefore it fecms to follow, that 
human laws 'ought not to interpofe, nay, cannot interpofe, to 
prevent the communication of fentiments and opinions in volun- 
tary aflemblies of men ; all which is true, with this fingle refer- 
vation, that thofe aflemblies are to be fo compofed, and (6 con- 
dnfted, as not to endanger the public peace and good order of 
the government under which they live ; and I fhall not ftate 
to you that aflbciations and aflemblies of men, for the purpofc 
of. obtaining a reform in the interior conftitution of the Britifh 
parliament, arc fimply unlawful; but, on the other hand, I mufi: 
ilate to you, that they may but too ealily degenerate, and be- 
come unlawful, in the higheft degree, even to the enormous ex- 
tent of the crime of high treafon. 

The procefs is very fimple : let us imagine to ourfelves this 
cafe : a few well meaning men conceive that they and their fel- 
low fubje£k labour under fome grievance ; they aflemble peace- 
ably to deliberate on the means of obtaining redrefs; the numbers 
increafe; the difcuflion grows animated, eager, and violent; 
a rafti meafure is propofed, adopted, and afled upon ; who can 
fay where this (hall flop, and that thefe men, who originally 
aflembled peaceably, fliall not finally, and fuddenly too, involve 
themfelves in the crime of high treafon. It is apparent how 
cafily an impetuous man may precipitate fuch aflemblies into 
crimes of unforefeen magnitude, and danger to the -ftate : but, 
let it be confidered, that bad men may alfo find their way into 
fuch aflemblies, and ufe the innocent purpofes of their aflbciation 
as the ftalking horfe to their purpofes of a very different com- 
plexion. How eafy for fuch men to pyadlife upon the credulity 
and the enthuiiafm of honeft men, lovers of their country, loyal 
to their prince, but eagerly bent upon fome fpeculative improve- 
ments in the frame, and internal mechanifm of the government ? 
If we fuppofe bad men to have once gained an afcendancy in an 
aflembly of this dcfcription, popular in its conftitution, and hav- 
ing popular ohjeds; how eafy is it for fuch men to plunge fuch 
an afl*eiubly into tlie moft criminal excefles ? Thus far I am 
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Speaking in general, merely to iliullrate the propcfition, that men 
who affemblc in order to procure a reform of parliament may in- 
Tolve tliemfelves in the guilt of high treafon. 

The notoriety to which I have alluded leads me to fuppofc, 
that the projeS of a convention of the people to be aSembled 
-under the advice and direSion of fome of thefe focleties, or of de- 
legations from them, will be the leading fa£t, which will be 
laid before you in evidence, refpcfting the conduft, and meafurcs 
ofthcfeaflbciations ; a projedtj which perhaps, in better times, 
would have been hardly thought worthy of grave confidcration ; 
but, in thefe our days, having been attempted to be put in exe- 
cution in adiftant part of the united kingdoms, and, with the ex- 
ample of a neighbouring country before our eyes ; is defervedly be- 
come an objc£t of the jealoufy of our laws : it will be your duty 
to examine the evidence on this head very carefully, and to lift 
it to the bottom ; to confider every part of it in itfelf, and as it 
flands conne£led with other parts of it, and to draw the conclu- 
fion of faiSl, as to the exiftence, the nature, and the objcdl <rfthh 
projeS of a convention, from the whole. 

In the courfe of the evidence you will probably hear of bodies 
of men having been coUefted together, of violent refolutions 
voted at thefe and at other meetings, of fome preparation of oflfen- 
five weapons, and of the adoption of the language, and manner 
of proceeding of thofe conventions in France, which have pof- 
fefled themfeh^es of the government of that country : I dwell not 
on thefe particulars, becaufe I confider tliem, not as fabftantivc 
treafons, but, as circumftances of evidence, tending to afcertaifi 
the true nature of the objefl: which thefe perfons had in view, 
and alfo the true nature of this projedl of a convention, and ta 
be confidered by you in the mafs of that evidence ; which evi- 
dence it does not fall within the province of tlie charge to con- 
fider in detail ; my prefent duty is, to inform you what the law 
is upon the matter of faft, which in your judgment lliali be the 
refult of the evidence. 

I prefume that 1 have fufEcIently explained to you that a pro- 
jcft to bring tlie people together in convention, in imitation of 
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tliofe national conventions which we have beard of in Frsnce^ 
in order to ufurp the government of the country, and any one 
ftep taken towards bringing it about, fuch as, for inftance, con- 
fultations, forming of committees to confider of the means, aflb- 
ing 11^ thofe committees, would be a dafe of no diflSculty that it 
would be the cieareft high tfeafon ; it would be cocnpafSng and 
imagining the King's death, and not only his death, but ther 
death and deftruftionof all order, religion, laws, all property, all 
fecurity for the lives and liberties of the King's fubjefts. 

That which remains to be confidered is, the project of a con- 
vention having for its fole objefl: the efie£ting a change in the 
mode of reprefentation of the people in parliament, arid the 
obtaining that parliaments (hould be held annually ; atid here 
there is room to diftinguifh. Such a projeft of a coftventiori, 
taking it to be criminal, may be criminal in different degrees, 
according to the cafe in evidence, from whence you are to col- 
left the true nature and extent of the plan, and the manner in 
which it is intended to operate ; and it will become a queftion 
of great importance, under what clafs of crimes it ought to be 
ranged. ' ' 

In determining upon the complexion and quality of this pro- 
jeft of a convention, . you will lay down to yourfelves one prin- 
ciple which is never to be departed from, that alterations in the 
reprefentation of the people in parliament, or in the law for hold-* 
ing parliaments, can only be eficfted by the authority of the King< 
Lords, and Commons, in parliament allembled. This being 
taken as a foundation, it feems to follow as a neceflary confe- 
quence, that a projeft of a convention, which fhould have fot 
its objeft the obtaining a parliamentary reform without the au- 
thority of parliament, and fteps taken upon it, would be high 
treafon in all the aftors in it; for this is a confpiracy to overturn 
the government. The government cannot be faid to exift, if 
the funftionsof legiflation are ufurped for a moment; and it then 
becomes of little confequence indeed, that the original confpira- 
tDTS, perhaps, had only meditated a plan of moderate reform : it 
is, in the nature of things, that the power fiiould go out of their 
hands, and be beyond the reach of their controuL A conlpi- 
racy of this nature is therefore, at beft, a confpiracy to overturn 
I the 
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the government, in order to new model it, which is, in cflfe£V, 
to introduce anarchy, and that which anarchy may chance to 
fettle down into ; after the King may have been brought to the 
fcafFold, and after the country may have fufFcred all the mifcrics 
which difcord and civil war fhall have produced. 

Whether the projeft of a convention, having for its objcft 
the collefting together a power wliich fliould overawe the Icgif- 
lative body, and extort a parliamentary reform from it, if afted 
opon, will alfo amount to high treafon, and to the fpecific treafon 
of compaffing and imagining the King's death, is a more doubt- 
ful queflion. Thus far is clear ; a force upon the parliament 
mud be immediately direfted againft the King, who is an inte- 
gral part of it ; it mud reach the King, or it can have no cfFeft 
at all. Laws are enadled in parliament by the King's Majefty, 
by and with the advice and confent of the Lords and Commons, 
in paliament aflembled. A force meditated againft the parlia- 
ment, is therefore a foice meditated againft the King, and feems 
to fall within the cafe of a force meditated againft the King, to 
compel him to alter the meafures of his government : but, in 
that cafe, it does not appear to me that I am warranted by the 
authorities to ftate to you, as clear Jaw, that the mere confpi- 
racy to raife fuch a force, and the entering into confultations rc- 
Ipeiling it, will alone, and without aftually raifing the force, 
conftitute the crime of high treafon. What the law is in that 
cafe, and wh^t will be the effeft of the circqmftance of the force 
being meditated againft the King in parliament, againft the King 
ip the exercife of the royal funftion in a point which is of the 
very eflence of his monarchy, will be fit to be folcmnly conft* 
flered, and detern^ined when the cafe fliall firife. 

It may be ftated to you as clear, that the projeft of a conven- 
tion, having for its fole obje£l a dutiful and peaceable application 
tpthe wifdom of parliament on the fubjedl of a wiftied-for re- 
form, which application ftiould be entitled to weight and credit 
from the univerfality of it, but fhould ftill leave to the parlia- 
fnent the freeft exercife of its difcretion to grant or to refufe the 
prayer of the petitiori, (great as the refponfibility will be on the 
perfons concerned in it, in refpeft of the many probable, and all 
the poffible, bad confequenccs of collediing a great number of 
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people together, with no fpeclfic legal powers to be cxercifedj-. 
and under no government but that of their own difcretion,) can- 
not in itfelf merit to be ranked among that cla(s of offences which 
we are now aflembled to hear and determine. 

Upon this laft ftatement of the fa£l of the cafe, I am not 
called upon, and therefore it would not be proper for me to fay 
more. 

Gentlemen, You will now proceed upon the feveral articles 
of inquiry, which have been given you in charge : if you find 
that the parties, who (hall be accufed before you, have been pur- 
fuing lawful ends by lawful means, or have been only indifcreet, 
or, at the worll, if criminal, that they have not been criminal to 
the extent of thofe treafons to which our inquiries ire confined, 
then fay, that the bills which fhall be prefented to you are not 
true bills: but, if any of the accufed perfons (hall appear to you 
to have been engaged in that traiterous and deteftable confpiracy 
&fcribed in the preamble of the late ftatute ; or, if without any 
formed defign to go the whole length of that confpiracy, they 
have yet afted upon the defperate imagination of bringing about 
alterations in the conllitution of the commons houfe of parlia- 
ment, or in the manner of holding parliaments,- without the au- 
thority of parliament, and, in defiance of it, by an ufurped pow- 
er, which (hould, in that inftance, fufpend the lawful authority 
of the King, Lords, and Commons, in parliament aflembled, and 
take upon itfelf the fun6lion of legiflation (which imagination 
amounts to a confpiracy to fubvert the exifting laws and confli- 
tution, differing from the former only in the extent of its objeffc), 
you will then do that which belongs to your office to do. 

In the third view of the cafe of the accufed perfons ; that is, 
if you find them involved in, and proceeding upon, a defign to 
colleffc the people together againft the legiflative authority of the 
country, for the purpofe, not of ufurping the fun6lions of the 
Icgiflature, but of overawing the parliament, and fo compelling 
the King, Lords, and Commons, in parliament alTembled, to" 
fcnadl a law for new modelling the commons houfe of parliament, 
or, for holding annual parliaments ; and that charges of high trea- 
fon are offered to be maintained againll them upon this ground 
pnly ; perhaps it may be fitting that, in refped of the extraordinary* 
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nature and dangerous extent and very criminal complcxioit of 
fuch a confpiracy* that cafe, which I ftate to you as a new and a- 
doubtful cafe, fhould be put into a judicial courfe of inquiry, 
that it may receive a folemn adjudication, whether it will, or 
vrill not, amount to high treafon, in oixlei' to which the bills 
muft be found to be true bills. 

Gentlemen, I have not opened to you the law of mifprifion of 
treafon, becaufe I am not aware that there are any commitments 
for that offence ; and therefore I have no reafon to fuppofe that 
there will be any profeciition for that offence. It confifts of the 
concealment of treafon committed by others (which undoubt- 
edly it is every man's duty to difclofe), and the punifliment is 
extremely fevere ; but the humanity of modem times hath ufu- 
jdly interpofed, and I trull that the necefTities of the prefent hour 
will not demand, that the law of mifprifion of treafon fhould now 
be earned into execution. 

Gentlemen, I difmifs you with confident expe6lation that your 
judgment will be dire6ted to thofe conclufions which may clear 
innocent men from all fufpicion of guilt, bring the guilty to 
condign punifliment, preferve the life of our gracious Sovereign, 
fecure the ftability of our government, and rhaintain the public 
peace, in which comprehenfive term is included the welfare and 
happinefs of the people under the protection of the laws and 
liberties of the kingdom. 

The fh^riff j-etumed into the court the pannel of the Petit 
Jurors. 

Oa Monday, Oflober the fixth, the Grand Jury returned a 
true bill againft Thomas Hardy, John Home Tooke, John 
Auguftus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas 
Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Matthew Moore, 
John Thelwall, Richard Hodgfpn, ^nd John Baxter, for high 
treafon. 

Not found againft John Loyct^, 

Oa 
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On Tuefday, Oftobcr the fcventh, Thomas Holcroft volun- 
tarily furrendered himfelf in Court, and was committed to 
Newgate. 

At the requeft of the feveral prifoners the following gentlemen 
were affigned by the Court as their Counfel : — For, 

Thoma3 Hardy, Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Gibbs,' 

John Horne Tooke, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Gibbs. 
John Auguftus Bonney, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Gibbs. 

Stewart Kyd, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Gibbs. 

Jeremiah Joyce, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Felix Vaughaq. 

Thomas Holcroft, Mr. Erikine, Mi% Gibbs. . 

John Richter, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Gibbs. 

John Thclwall, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Gibbs. 

John Baxter, Mr. Erikine, Mr. Gurney. 

Thomas Wardle, Matthew Moore, and Ricjiard Hodgfon, 
were not in cuftody. 

On Monday, 0£lober the thirteenth, Mr. White, Solicitor 
for the Treafury, delivered to each of the prifoners a copy of 
the indidtment, a lift of the jurors impanelled by the IheriflF, 
?tnd a lift of the witneffes to be produced by the crown for prov-r 
ing the faid indiftment. 

On Friday, 0£tober the 24th, Thomas Hardy, John Home 
Tooke, John Auguftus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, 
John Richter, and John Thelwall, were reipoved by h^ibcas 
corpus from the Tower to Newgate, 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY, 

Saturday y O^oher 2^thy 1 794. 
PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 

Lord Chief Baron M ACDONALD ; 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM ; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER ; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE ; 

And others his Majefty's Juftices, &c. 

Thomas Hardy, John Home Tooke, John Auguftus Bon- 
ney, Stewart K\d, Jeremiah Joyce, Tliomas Holcroft, John 
Richter, John Thelwall, and John Baxter, were arraigned upon 
the following indiftmcnt, and feverally pleaded not guilty. 

THE INDICTMENT. 
Middlefex to wit — ^Be it remembered that at a fpecial feffion of 
Oyer and Terminer of our Sovereign Lord the King of and for 
the county of Middlefex holden at the Seffion Houfe on Clerk- 
cnwell Green in the faid county on Thurfday the fecond day of 
Odiobcr in the thirty-founh year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third by the grace of God of Great Britain 
France and Ireland I^ing Defender of the Faith and fo forth be- 
fore the Right Honourable Sir James Eyre Knight Chief Juftice 
of our faid Lord the King of his Court of Common Pleas the 
Right Honourable Sir Archibald Tvlacdonald Knight Chief Baron 
of our faid Lord the King of his Court of Exchequer the Ho- 
nourable Sir Beaumont Hotham Knight one of the Barons of our 
did Lord the King of his faid Court of Exchequer the Honour- 
able Sir Francis Buller Baronet one of the Juftices of our faid 
Lord the King of his faid Court of Common Pleas the Honour- 
able Sir Nalh Grofe Knight one of the Juftices of our faid Lord 
the King affigned to hold Pleas before the King himfelf the Ho- 
nourable Sir Souldcn Lawrence Knight one other of the Juftices 
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of our faid Lord the King afligned to hold Pleas before the King 
himfelf and others their fellows Juftices and Commiflibners of 
our faid Lord the King afligned by letters patent of our faid Lord 
the King under his great feal of Great Britain made to them and 
others and any three or more of them (of whom one of them 
the aforefaid Sir James Eyre Sir Archibald Macdonald Sir Beau- 
mont Hotham Sir Francis Buller Sir Nalh Grofe and Sir Soul- 
den Lawrence our faid Lord the King willed fhould be one) to 
inquire by the" oath of good and lawful men of the county of 
Middlcfex of all high treafons in compafling or imagining the 
death of our Lord the King levying war againft our Lord the 
King in his realm or in adhering to the enemies of our faid Lord 
the King in his realm giving to them aid and comfort in his 
realm or elfewhere and of all mifprifions of fuch high treafons 
as aforefaid or of any of them within the county aforefaid (as 
well within liberties as without) by whomfoever and in what 
manner foever done committed or perpetrated when how and 
after what manner and of all other articles and circumftances 
concerning thp premiffes and every or any of them in any man- 
ner whatfoever and the faid treafons and mifprifions of treafons 
according to the laws and cuftoms of England for this time to. 
hear and determine by the oath of Benjamin Winthrop Efquire 
John Henry Schneider Efquire Edward Ironfide Efquire Benja- 
min Kenton Efquire Rawfon Hart Boddam Efquirq John Aris 
Efquire William Pardoe Allett Efquire John Perry Efquire 
Henry Peter KhufF Efquire Thomas Winflow Efquire Thomas 
Cole Efquire Samuel Hawkins Efquire George Ward Efquire 
Thomas Boddam Efquire Jofeph Lancafler Efquire Robert 
Wilkinfon Efquire George Galway Mills Efquire Henry 
Wright Efquire John Hatchett Efquire Rowland Stephenfon 
Efquire and John Campbell Efquire good and lawful men of 
the county aforefaid now here fworn and charged to inquire for 
our faid Lord the King for the body of the faid county touching 
and concerning the premiffes in the faid letters patent mentioned 
It is prefented in manner and form as followeth (that is to fay) 

Middlefex to wit the Jurors for our Sovereign Lord tlie King 
upon their oath prefent that Thomas Hardy late of Wcflminfter 
in the county of Middlefex fhoemuker John Home Tooke late 
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t{ Wimbledon in the county of Surrey clerk Jolin Augnftus 
Bonney late of the pariih of Saint Giles in the Fields in the 
county of Middlefex aforefaid gentleman Stewart Kyd late of 
London Efquire Jeremiah Joyce late of the parifh of Saint Mary 
le Bone otherwife Marybone in the county of Middlefex afore- 
faid gentleman Thomas Wardle late of London gentleman Tho- 
mas riolcroft late of the parifh of Saint Mary Ic Bone otherwife 
Marybone aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid gentle- 
man John Richter late of Weftminfter in the faid county of 
Middlefex gentleman Matthew Moore late of Weftminfter in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid gentleman John Thelwall late 
of Weftminfter in the county of Middlefex aforefaid gentleman 
Richard Hodgfon late of Weftminfter in the county of Middle- 
fex' aforefaid hatter and John Baxter late of the parifh of Saint 
Leonard Shoreditch in the county of Middlefex aforefaid labourer 
being fubjefts of our faid Lord the King not having the fear of 
God in their hearts nor weighing the duty of their allegiance hut 
being movpd and feduced by the inf ligation of the devil as falfe 
traitors againft our faid Lord the King their fupreme true lawful 
And undoubted Lord and wholly withdrawing the cordial love 
and true and due obedience which every true and faithful fubjedt 
of our faid Lord the King fhould and of right ought to bear 
towards our faid Lord the King and contriving and with all their 
ftrength intending traiteroufly to break and difturb the peace and 
common tranquillity of this kingdom of Great Britain and to ftir 
move and excite infurre£lion rebellion and war againft our 
faid Lord the King within this kingdom and to fubvert and alter 
the legiflature rule and government now duly and happily ella- 
bliftied in this kingdom and to depofc our faid Lord the King 
from the royal ftate title power and government of this kingdom 
and to bring and put our faid Lord the King to death on the firft 
day of March in the thirty-third year of tlie reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord the now King and on divers other days and times as 
well before as after at the parifh of Saint Giles aforefaid in the 
county of Middlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly v/ith 
force and arms &c did amongft themfelves and together with 
divers other falfe traitors whofe names are to the faid Jurors 
unknown confpire compafs imagine and intend to ftir up move 
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and excite infurreflion rebellion and war againft our faid Lord 
the King within this kingdom of Great Britain and to fubvert 
and alter the Icgiflature rule and government now duly and 
happily eftabliihed within this kingdom of Great Britain and 
to depofe our faid Lord the King from the royal ftate title 
power and government of this kingdom and to bring and put our 
faid Lord the King to death And to fulfil perfeft and bring 
to effe£t their moil evil and wicked treafon and treafonable com- 
paffings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jere- 
miah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid with force and arms on 
the faid firft day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and 
.on divers other days and times as well before as after at the parifh 
of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid ma- 
licioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult and agree 
among themfelves and together with divers other falfe traitors 
whofe names are to the (aid Jurors unknown to caufe and pro- 
cure a convention and meeting of diven fubjefts of our faid Lord 
the King to be aflembled and held within this kingdom with in- 
tent and in order that the perfons to be aflembled at fuch con- 
vention and meeting fliould and might wickedly and traiteroufly 
without and in defiance of the authority and againfl: the will of 
the parliament of this kingdom fubvert and alter and caufe to be 
fubverted and altered the legiflature rule and government now 
duly and happily eftabliflied in this kingdom and depofe and caufe 
to be depofed our faid Lord the King from the royal fl:ate title 
power and government thereof And further to fulfil perfeft 
and bring to efFeft their mod evil and wicked treafon and trea- 
fonable compaflings and imaginations aforefaid and in order the 
more readily and efleftually to aflemble fuch convention and 
meeting as aforefaid for tlie traiterous purpofes aforefaid and there- 
by to accompli fli the fame purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jere- 
miah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers other 
felfe traitors whofe names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown 
8 on 
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on the faid firft day of March in the thirtv-third year aforefaid 
and on divers other days and times as well before as after with 
force and arms at the parifti of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county 
of Aliddlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly did compofc 
and write and did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly 
caufe to be compofed and writteh divers books pamphlets letters 
inftru(%ons refolutions orders declarations addreflfes and writings 
and did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly publilh and 
did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly caufe to be pub- 
lifhed divers other books pamphlets letters inftru(5lions refolutions 
orders declarations addreflfes and writings the faid books pamphlets 
letters inftrudlions refolutions orders declarations addrefles and 
writings fo refpeftively compofed written publiftied and caufed 
to be compofed written and publilhed purporting and con- 
taining therein among other things incitements encourage- 
ments and exhortations to move induce and perfuade the 
fubjedh of our faid Lord the King to choofe depute and fend 
and caufe tp be chofen deputed and fent perfons as delegates 
to compofe and conftitute fuch convention and meeting as afore- 
faid to be fo holden as aforefaid, for the traiterous purpofes 
aforefaid And further to fulfil perfe6l and bring to efFedt their 
mod evil and wicked treafoa and treafonable compaflings and 
imaginations aforefaid and in order the more readilv and efFedtu- 
ally to aflfemble fuch convention and meeting as aforefaid for the 
traiterous purpofes aforefaid and thereby to accompli fli the fame 
purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John 
Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardle 
Thomas Holcroft John Richter Matthew Moore John Thel- 
wall Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as 
aforefaid on the faid firfl: day of March in the thirty-third year 
aforefaid and on divers other days and times as well before as 
after with force and arms at the parifti of Saint Giles aforefaid in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid did meet confult and deliberate 
among themfelves and together with divers other falfe traitors 
whofe names are to the faid Jurors unknown of and concerning 
the calling and aflembling fuch convention and meeting as afore- 
faid for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid and how when and where 
fuch convention and meeting fliould be aflcmbled and held and 
by what means the fubje£ls of our faid Lord the King fhould and 
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^mlght be induced and moved to fend perfons as delegates to con:i- 
'pofe and conftitute the fame And further to fulfil perfeft and 
bring to efFcdl their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonaWe 
compaffings and imaginations aforefaid and in order the more 
readily and efFeftually to affemble fuch convention and meeting 
as aforefaid for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid and thereby to 
accomplifli the fame purpofes they the faid Thomas Hardy John 
Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney • Stewart Kyd Jeremiah 
Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Rjchter Matthew 
Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon and Jolin Pixter as 
fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers oiher falfe 
traitors whofe names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown on the 
faid firfk day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on 
divers other days and times as well before as after with foicc nnd 
arms at the parifh of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Mid- 
dlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly did confent and agree 
that the faid Jeremiah Joyce John Auguftus Bonney Johxi 
Home Tooke Thomas Wardle Matthew Moore John Thelwall 
John Baxter Richard Hodgfon one John Lovett one William 
Sharp and one John Pearfon fhould meet confer and co-operate 
among themfel vcs and together with divers other falfe traitors whof^ 
names are to the faid Jurors unknown for and towards the calling 
and affembling fuch convention and meeting as aforefaid for the 
traiterous purpofes aforefaid and further to fulfil perfeft and bring 
to cfFedl their moft evil and wicked treafon and treafonable com- 
paffings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy- 
John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jerc- 
miali Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Richter 
Mathew. Moore John Thelwall Ricliard Hodgfon and John 
Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid together with divers other 
falfe traitors whose names are to the Jurors aforefaid unknown 
on the faid firft day of March in the thirty- third year aforefaid 
and on divers other days and times as well before as after 
with force and arms at the parifh of St Giles aforefaid in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid malicioufly and traiteroufly 
did caufe and procure to be made and provided and did then and 
there malicioufly and traiteroufly confent and- agree to the 
making and providing of divers arms and ofFcnfive weapons to 
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wit guns mufkets pikes and axes for the parpofe of arming 
divers fubjeds of our faid Lord the King in order and to the 
intent jhat the fame fubjeds fhoald and might unlawfully fo?:- 
cibly and traiteroufly oppofe and withftand our faid Lord the 
King in the due and lawful exercife of his royal power and 
authority in the execution of the laws and ftatutes of this 
realm and fhould and might unlawfully forcibly and traiteroufly 
fubvert and alter and aid and ailift in fubverting and altering 
without and in defiance of the authority and againft the will 
of the parliament of this kingdom the legiflature rule and go- 
vernment now duly and happily eflablifhed in this kingdom* 
and depofe and aid and afEfl in depoiing our faid Lord the King 
from the royal ftate title power and government of this king- 
dom and further to fulfil perfect and bring to efFeft their moft 
evil and wcked treafon and treafonable compaflings and imagi- 
nations aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home 
Tooke John Augaftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce 
Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft John Kichter Matthew 
Moore John Thelwal I Richard Hodgfon and John' Baxter as 
fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid with force and arms on the faid 
firft day^of Mdrch in the thirty- third year aforefaid and on 
divers other days and times as well before as after at the parifli 
of Saint Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid 
malicioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult and agree 
among themfelves and with divers other falfe traitors whofe 
names are to the faid Jurors unknown to raife levy and make 
infurreclion rebellion and war within this kingdom of Great 
Britain againfl: our faid Lord the King and further to fulfil per- 
fedl and bring to efFeft their moft evil and wicked treafon and 
treafonable compaflings and imaginations aforefaid they the faid 
Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John Auguftus Bonney 
Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas Holcroft 
John Richter Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard Hodgfon 
and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as aforefaid on the faid firft 
day of March in the thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other 
days and times as well before as after at the parifli of Saint 
Giles aforefaid in the county of Middlefex aforefaid with force 
and arms malicioufly and traiteroufly did meet confpire confult 
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and agree amongft themfelves and together with divers other 
falfe traitors whofe names are to the faid Jurors unknown un- 
lawfully wickedly and traiteroufly to fubvert and alter and 
caufe to be fubverted and altered the legiflature rule and go- 
vernment now duly and happily eftabliftied in this kingdom and 
to depofe and caufe to be depofed our faid Lord the King from 
the royal ftate title power and government of this kingdom and 
further to fulfil perfedl: and bring to effeft their moft evil and 
wicked treafon and treafonable compafTings and imaginations 
aforefaid and in order the more readily and efTeftually to bring 
about fuch fubverfion alteration and depofition as laft aforefaid 
they the faid Thomas Hardy John Aorne Tooke Jphn Auguftus 
Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce I'homas Wardle Thomas 
Holcroft John Richter Matthew Moore John Thclwall Richard 
Hodgfon and John Baxter as fuch falfe tn^itors as aforefaid to- 
gether with divers other falfe traitors whofe names are to the 
Jurors aforefaid unknown on the faid firft day of March in the 
thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other days and times 
as weir before as after at the parifh of St. Giles aforefaid in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid with force and arms maliciouf- 
ly and traiteroufly did prepare and compofe and did then and , 
there malicioufly and traiteroufly caufe and procure to be pre- 
pared and compofed divers books pamphlets letters declarations 
inftruftions refolutions orders addrefles and writings and did then 
and there malicioufly and traiteroufly publifli and difperfe and 
did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly caufe and procure 
to be publiftied and difperfed divers other books pamphlets letters 
declarations inftruclions refolutions orders addrefles and writings 
the faid feveral books pamphlets letters declarations inftrudlions 
refolutions osders addrefles and writings fo refpeftively prepared 
compofed publiihed difperfed and caufed to be prepared com- 
pofed publifhed and difperfed as laft aforefaid purporting and 
containing therein (amongft other things) incitements encou- 
ragements and exhortations to move induce and perfuade the 
fubjefts of our faid Lord the King to aid and aflift in carrying 
into efFeft fuch traiterous fubverfion alteration and depofition as 
laft aforefaid and alfo containing therein amongft other things 
information inftrudtions and dire6tions to the fubjefts of our faid 
♦ Lord 
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Lord the King how when and upon what occafions the traiter- 
ous purpofcs laft aforefaid (hould and might be carried into effe£t 
and further to fulfil perfedl and bring to eiFedl their moft evil 
and wicked treafon and treafonable compaffings and imaginations 
aforefaid they the faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John 
Auguftus Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardlc 
Thomas Holcroft John Richter Msttthew Moore John Thelwall 
Richard Hodgfon and John Baxter as fuch falfe traitors as afore- 
faid together with divers other falfe traitors whofe names are to 
the Jurors aforefaid unknown on the faid firft day of March in 
the thirty-third year aforefaid and on divers other days and times 
as \^ell before as after at the parifh of Saint Giles aforefaid in 
the county of Middlefex aforefaid with force and arms malicioufly 
and traiteroufly did procure and provide and did then and there 
mijicioufly and traiterou(ly caufe and procure to be provided and 
did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly confent and agree 
to the procuring and providing arn>s and oflfenfive weapons (to 
wit), guns mufl^ets pikes and axes therewith to levy and wage 
war infurreSion and rebellion againft our faid Lord the King 
within this kingdom againft the duty of the allegiance of them 
the faid Thomas Hardy John Home Tooke John Auguftus 
Bonney Stewart Kyd Jeremiah Joyce Thomas Wardle Thomas 
Holcroft John Richter Matthew Moore John Thelwall Richard 
Hodgfon and John Baxter againft the peace of our faid Lord the 
now King his crown and dignity and againft the form of the fta- 
tute in that cafe made and provided. 

Mr. Attorney General ftated to the court, that he had been 
informed by the counfel for the prifoners, it was their intention 
the prifoners fhould be tried feparately. It was therefore his 
intention to proceed firft on the trial of Thomas Hardy. 

At the requeft of the prifoners' counfel, the court adjourned 
to Tucfday, Odlober the 2jth. 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY, 
Tuefdayy O^ober 2yh. 

PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD; 

Mr. BaronHOTHAM; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE ; 

And others his Majefty's Juftices, &c. 

Counfel for the Crown, Counfel for the Prlfoner. 

Mr. Attorney General, The Hon. Thomas Erskine, 

Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Gibbs. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair, 

Mr. Bearcroft, AJfiJldnt CounfeL 

Mr. Bower, Mr. Dampier, 

Mr. Law, Mr. Felix Vaughan, 

Mr. Garrow, Mr. Gurney. 
Mr. Wood. 

Solicitor, Solicitors. 

Joseph White, Efq. Sohci- Meflrs. George and Romaine 

tor fortheai&irsof hisMa- William Clarkson, of 

jefty's treafury. Effex-ftreet. 

The court being opened and Thomas Hardy fet to the bar, 
the Jurors returned by the Sheriff were called over. 

Major Rhode, Efq. challenged by \Jie prifoner. 

Thomas Martin, Oil-man, not a freeholder of the county of 

Middlefex. 
George Jefferys, Jeweller, not a freeholder. 
Hugh French, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Robert Mellifti, Ship-builder, challenged by the prifoner. 
\Wlliam Harwood, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

James 
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James Hagarth, Efq. challenged by the prlfoncr. 

Robert Lewis, Efq. excufed on account of illaefs. 

John Walker, Efq. not a freeholder. 

George Wade, Stock-broker, cliallenged by the crown. 

Thomas Buck, Efq. fwprn. 

Thomas AylifFe, Efq. challenged by theprifoner.. 

Thomas Wood, Efq. fworn. 

Mark Hudfon, Efq, challenged by the prifoner. 

John Mandell, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 

Henry Bullo<;k, Brewer, challenged by the crown. 

John Powfey, Carpenter and Surveyor, challenged by the pri- 
foner. 

George Capes, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Thomas Rhodes, Cow-keeper, challenged by the prifoner. 

Edward Helme, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

JeflFery Holmes, Efq. challenged by the crown, 

William Frafcr, Efq. fworn. 

Apfley Pcllat, Ironmonger, not a freeholder. 

Hugh Reynolds, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Thomas Harrifon, Cow- keeper, challenged by the prifoner. 

Daniel Goffet, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Richard Meaux, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Dicker Saunders, Efq. one of the people called quakers. 

Calvert Clapham, Gent, not a freeholder. 

John Leader, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 

John Gueft, Efq. excufed on account of illnefs. 

Charles Fourdrinier, Stationer, not a freeholder. 

Adam Steinmetz, Bi feu it- baker. 

Mr, Attorney General, Are you a natural bom fubjcS ? 
Mr, Steinmetz, Yes. — Sworn. 

Alexander Baxter, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Richard Child, Diftiller, not a freeholder. 

Jeremiah Blakeman, Timber Merchant, challenged by the 
prifoner. 

Robert Kilby Cox, Efq. challenged by the prifondr. 

Richard Hunt, Efq. not a freeholder. 

James Payne, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

Newell Connop, Diftiller, fworn. 

John Mercer, Mealman, fworn. 

John 
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John Rixon, Cooper, challenged by the crown. 
Thomas Sayer, Efq. fworn. 
Richard Carter, Efq. fworn. 
Edward Hale, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 
George Fillingham, Efq. ghallenged hy the prifoner. 
Samuel Rudge, Efq. not a freeholder. 
William Perry, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Richard Gough, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Jofhua Brookes, Dealer in Birds, not a freeholder. 
Thomas Lawrence, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas Skipp Dyott Bilcknell, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
John Blackburn, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Samuel Mills, Weaver. 

Mr. Mills, My father left in his will all his eftate to my 

brother and me, and appointed truftees, and we are not, by 

the will, to be of age till we are thirty-five. 
Jofeph Bird, Efq. not a freeholder of Middlefex. 
Thomas Powell, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
William Emerfon, Efq. not a freeholder. 
James Cook', Efq, not a freeholder. 
Nathaniel Stonard, Brevver, fworn; 
Jofeph Mawley, Gent, not a freeholder. 
Thomas Allen, JBrewer, challenged by the prifoner. 
John Baker, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
William Row, Efq. not a freeholder. 
James Smith, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Bryan Marfhall, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. 
Jofeph Nichol, Gentleman Farmer, fworn. 
Thomas Bird, Diftiller, not a freeholder, 
Robert Vincent, Efq. not a freeholder, 
David Roberts, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
George Brookes, Efq. not a freeholder. 
William Arnold, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas NJxon, Efq. not a freeholder, 
Thomas Smith, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
John Charrington, Efq. fworn. 
George Rigby, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Thomas" Allen, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Andrew 
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Andrew Burt, Efq. challenged by the croim. 
Charles Smith, Diftiller, challenged by the priftncr. 
Archibald Paxton, Wine Merchant, challenged by the priioncr. 
Ralph Keddy, Efq. not a freeholder. 
John Harfley, Efq. fiot a freeholder. 
William Nicoll, Farmer, challenged by the prifoncr. 
Edward Franklin, Farmer, excufed on account of illncfs. 
Michael Henly, Coal Merchant, challenged bv die prifoncr. 
John Thompfon, Brewer, challenged by the prifoncr. 
Jofeph Ainflie, Efq. fvvorn. 

THE JURT. 

Thomas Buck, Thomas Saver, 

Tliomas Wood, Richard CirxT, 

William Frafer, N^thanisl Stccard, 

Adam Steinmetz, Jofeph Nicbo!, 

Newell Connop, John Cbarringtoa, 

John Mercer, Jofeph Ainfllc. 

Afr, Thomas ShehoTij (CIcri cf the Arraign:). Thomas Hjadv^ 
hold up your hand. 

Gentlemen of the Jur\', the prifoncr, Thorns Hardy, ftand» 
indif^ed, together with John Hornc Tookc, &c. — (Here the 
Clerk of Arraigns read the indiifmert,) — Upon tbiji ladictmtat 
he hath been arraigned, and upon his arraignnsent hjdb pleaded 
not guilty, and for his trial hath put himiklf upoo God aod the 
country, which country you are. Your charge b to oqairc 
whether he be guilty of the high treafon whereof he fiaojds 
indidled, or not guilty. If you £nd him guilty, y-^u art to «*- 
quire what goods or chattels, lands or tenement!, be fa^ at tlac 
time of the high treafon committed^ or at any time fijacc. If rtm 
find him not guilty, you are to enquire whether be Bed £:«' k; 
if you find that he drd fly for it, you {ball enquire of Im gxA 
and chattels as if you had foar«d him guilty. If yoo find faiflt 
not guilty, and that he did not fly for it^ lay £>, aod ao TUCJLt^ 
and hear your evidence. 
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The ' Indi^ment was opened by Mr. Wood* 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
May it pleafe your Lordfliip and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
In the courfe of dating what I have to offer to your moft 
ferious attention in this great and weighty caufe, affe6ling, as it 
certainly does, the dearcft interefts of the community, affevaing, 
as you will remember throughout this bufinefs, every intcrell 
which can be valuable to the prifoner at the bar, I fhall have fre- 
quent occafion to call that anxious attention to the different parts 
of tlie indidtment, which has juft been opened to you. I forbear to 
do fo at this moment, becaufe I think that attention will be more 
ufefully, both with refpeft to the public, and to the prifoner, 
given and required in another part of what lam to addrcfs to you. 

Gentlemen, the prifoner, who is before you, (lands charged 
(to ftate the indiftment generally) with the offence of compafling 
his Majefly's death ; he was committed, upon that charge, by his 
Majefty's Privy Council : I will explain to you prefently why I 
ftate this and the following fafls. .In confequence of the appre- 
henfion of this prifoner, of feveral others charged by this indidl- 
nient, and of others, whofe names do not occur in this indiftment, 
proceedings of feme notoriety were had in Parliament, and an a6k 
pafled, impowering his Majefly to detain fuch pcrfons as he 
fufpecled were confpiring againft his government. That a£t lias 
afTerted that a traitorous and detcftablc confpiracy had been formed 
for fubverting the exifling laws and government of the country, 
and for introducing that fyftem of anarchy and confufion, which 
had fo fatally prevailed in France ; the aft, upon the fpur of the 
emergency, which it contemplated, authonfed the detention 
without bail, mainprize, or difchargejof the perfons then in prifon 
for high treafon, or treafonable praflices, or who (liould after- 
wards be committed, for higli treafon or treafonable praftices, by 
warrants from the Privy Council or Secretary of State, till the 
firft of February 1795. . 

Gentlemen, this meafure, which did not fufpend the operation 
of the Habeas Corpus Aft, that great palladium of Englifli liberty, 
but with reference to particular perfons, under particular com- 
mitments, for particular offences, is a meafure, never adopted in 
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this country by Parliament but in cafes, in which it is underftood, 
after giving all poffible attention to fecure the right of the fubjeft 
from being broken in upon, to be of the laft poffible neceffity, 
and which has been repeatedly put in force, in the beft of times, 
in fuch cafes, where the wifdom of Parliament apprehended that 
it was matter of their duty to provide that the nation (hould part 
with its liberty for a while, that it might not lofe it for ever. 

^Gentlemen, appearing before you this day in difcharge of that 
duty, which I have been commanded ta execute, and the execu* 
tion of which appears to me to be abfolutely neceffary, you will 
collcft from the fa6l that I do appear here this day, that, accord- 
ing to the true conftitutional meaning of fuch an aft of Parlia- 
ment, it is not that the trial of fuch perfons fhall be delayed 
during the period of the fufpenlion of the aft, but that the aft 
ihall, with reference to the time of trial, be allowed, in the right 
execution of it, an operation only to th:vf extent, in which the 
due confideration of the public fafety, tempered with a due atten- 
tion to the liberty of the individual fubjeft, may require. 

Gentlemen, the proceedings of the Icgiflature having been fuch 
as I have Hated to you, his Majefty, conftitutionally advifed in 
the exercife of his duty, as the great confervator of the public 
peace, direfted a commiffion to iffue fo inquire whether any fuch 
treafons, as the prefumption of fuch a traitorous confpiracy muft 
neceflarily fuppofe to have exifted, had been committed by any 
perfons, and by whf)m. In the execution of the duties of that 
comraiffion a Grand Jury of this county, upon their oaths, have 
declared that there is ground of charge againft the perfon at the 
bar, and againft others, fufficient to call upon them, in a trial to 
be had before you, tlieir country, to anfwer to an accufation of 
high trcafon in compaflinghis Majefty's death. 

Gentlemen, I have ftatcd thefe circumftances that I may con- 
vey to you, in as ftrong terms as I can exprefs it, this obfervation, 
that, as the proceedings of Parliament ought to have had (and I 
am pcrfuaded, from the deliberation which they gave the fubjeft, 
that they had) no influence upon the judicial mind of the Grand 
Inqueft, neither ought thefe proceedings to affeft your inquiries, 
or to induce you to any determination, which -you are to make 
upon the iffue, which you are now fworn to try. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, there is no one circun>ftance of .any proceeJingy 
before Parliament, with reference to which you ought to fuficT 
yourfelves to be influenced in the trial of this iiGTue. It is obvious 
that fuch proceedings, as were had in Parliament, providing for 
great emergencies, may be required and authorifed by the genuine 
fpirit of the conftitution, even in cafes in which a Grand Jury 
might not, upon any thing that could be offered to their confix- 
deration, be juftified in finding a bill : it is much more obvious 
that, in a proceeding before you, a confideration of the wiidom 
and propriety of the acSs of the legiflature is not called for. 

You therefore, Gentlemen of the Jury, will confider the i»4- 
foner as {landing before you in full poffeiSon of an abfolute right 
to the prefumption of innocence, notwithltanding he is charged 
with guilt by this indictment, as you will hear, except fo far as 
that prefumption is met by the fingle fimple fadt, that he has beei> 
accufed by a Grand Jury of his country. 

Gentlemen, before I conclude thefe general obfervations, you 
will permit me to fay, on the othar hand, that, if there has been 
any thing that has fallen under your obfervation, by aft, or pub- 
lication — any attempt to make any impreflion upon the minds of 
thofe who are this day impannelled to try this great caufe, to dif- 
parage that advice, which,* under the moft refponfible fandlion, 
may be given you in matter of law, to vvork in your minds any pre- 
judice either againft the prifoner, or on the prifoner's behalf; on the 
one hand I am perfedlly fure that your integrity will be fecurity 
to the public, that you will not permit any attempt of that kind 
to have any operation : on the other hand, Gentlemen of the 
Jury', I am equally fure that I need not afk from an Engliih 
Jury, that they would permit no fuch attempt to influence them 
againft the prifoner at the bar, no, not even an injudicious or ill 
executed attempt to influence them in his favour. 

Gentlemen, in order to underftand the law of treafon, and the 
indidtment, I ihall take the liberty firft to ftate to you the cha- 
racter which I apprehend the King, for the protection of whofe 
|)crfon and government the ftatute in queftion was made, has in 
the ftate and conftitution of this country. 

Gentlemen, the power of the ftate, by which I mean the power 
of leaking laws, and enforcing the execution of them whenmade, 
ir^ is 
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J$ Vefted in the Iting; enafting laws, in the one cafe, that is, iti 
his iegiflative charafter, by and with the advice and confentof the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Commons in Parlia- 
mtnt aflembled, affembled according to the law and conftitutional 
cuftom of England ; in the other cafe, executing the laws, when 
made, in fubfervience to the laws fo made, and with the advice, 
which the law and the conftitution hath affignedto him in almoft 
every irtftancc, in which it has called upon him to a£l for the 
benefit of the fubjedl. The King's authority, under the check of 
conftitutional ind legal provifions, and limitations, convenes and 
regulates 'the duration and exiftence of Parliament, convening 
thofe whom, according to the law and cuftom of the country, 
he is bound to convene. The King, in his Parliament, fitting 
in his royal political capacity, and the Lords and Commons there 
ailembled, form the great body politic of the kingdom, by which 
is cxercifed fovereign authority in legiflation. Gentlemen, whilft 
the prefent law, the prefent conftitution, and prefent government 
gf Great Britain, exifts, no law can be made but by that autho- 
rity ; no Iegiflative power can be created againft the will, and in 
defiance of, that authority. Whether in any, or in what cir- 
catnftances, an attempt to create fuch a power is a treafon for- 
bidden by the flatute of the 25th of Edward III. I propofe to exa- 
mine prefently. 

Gentlemen, as in the King the power of legiflation is vefted, as 
well as the executive power of the ftate, to be exercifed with 
confent and advice, to be exercifed according to thofe laws, which 
are the birthright and inheritance of the fubjeft, having upon 
him the care and protediion of the community ; to him, in re- 
turn, the allegiance of every individual is, according to the law 
of England, due ; that allegiance, by which the fubjeft is bound, 
in the language of the ftatutes of this country, to defend him 
** againft all traitorous confpiracies and attempts whatfoever, 
•* which (hall be made againft his perfon, his crown, or bis 
" dignity." 

Gentlemen, to'afcertain to whom this care and protedtion 
is committed — to afcertain to whom this allegiance is due, the 
breach of which, according to the venerable Lord Hale, confti- 
tutes high treafon, is neceflary to the peace of the community— 
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to afcertain and to define accurately what conftitutes a breach df 
that allegiance, is eflcntially and abfolutely neceflary to the fccu- 
rity of all that our anceftors have claimed, demanded, and infifted 
upon, as the ancient, undoubted rights and liberties of our 
country. 

Gentlemen, the former of thefe objcfls is fecured by the law and 
conftitutional cuftom of England ; that law, which alike fecures to 
you every right, whether it be a right of perfon, or of property. 
It has made the crown, which his Majefty wears, hereditary, 
(and I beg your attention to that) fubjedl to limitation by Parlia- 
ment. The latter objeS has been moft anxioufly fecured by the 
ftatute referred to in the indidiment, which brings forward the 
charge, the truth of which you are now to try. 

Gentlemen, the King having this hereditary crown, the law 
and conftitution have alfo afcertained his duties — ^thofe duties, 
which it is incumbent upon him to execute, for the benefit of 
the fubjeft, in the execution of which duties they have aided him 
with counfel, and in confideration of which duties they have 
clothed him with dignity, and veiled him with high prerogatives. 
With refpecS to the duties of the King, they attach upon him 
the inftant he becomes fuch ; from the moment that his title 
accrues, in the fame inftant the duty of allegiance (the breach of 
which is high treafon) attaches to it; he recognizes thefe as his 
duties in that oath, to which, throughout this bufinels, I muft 
again call your attention, in that oath which he is bound to take 
upon him, at his coronation, to promife and fwear *• to govern 
" the people of this country," (mark the words. Gentlemen) 
** according to thejiatutes in Parliament agreed upouy and the laws 
** and cuftoms of the fame ; that to his power he will caufe law 
** in jcftice and mercy to be adminiftered ; that he will maintain 
** the laws of God and the true profeffion of religion eftahliihed 
« by law.'* 

Gentlemen, this oath, ftated by that great and venerable con- 
fiitutional Judge, Mr. Juftice Forfter, to be a folemn and a public 
recognition, not only of the duties of the King, but of the funda- 
mental rights of the people, impofeth upon him (and throughout 
this cafe it cannot be too ftrongly recolledled that it impofeth 
upon him) the moft facred obligation to govern according to the 
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laws an<J ftatutes tn Parliament agreed upon, according to the 
hws and cuftoms ofthefame^ and no other. 

Gentlemen, addrefling this Court, which is a court of law, in 
Vrhich you,* the Jury, are fworn to make a true deliverance ac- 
cording to the law of England, can I imprefs it too ftrongly that 
it cannot be fuppofed by poffibility — not by poffibility — ^that the 
King can, confiftently with his oath, and with the antecedent 
duty recognized in the explicit engagement, the terms of which 
you have heard, either adl, or permit himfelf to aft, as King» 
according to any rules of government, formed by any bodies of 
men, affuming any charafter, fun<£tions, or fituations, thofe rules 
of government be'mg meant to operate as laws, thejiatutes agreed 
upon in parliament and the laws and cuftoms of the fame only excepted* 

Gentlemen, it feems to me to follow, as a necefiary conclufioo 
fixMn the reafoning, to be addreffed to a court of law, not only 
that thofe, who confpire to remove the King out of the govcm- 
ment altogether, but that thofe, who confpire to remove himt 
unlefs he will govern the people according to laws, whicli arc 
not ftatutes in parliament agreed upon, and the laws and cufloms 
of the fame, or as the head of a government, framed and modified 
by any authority, not derived from that parliament, do confpire 
to depofe him from that royal ftate^ title, power, and government^ 
^vhich the indiffment mentions, and to fubvert and alter the rule 
and government now efiahlifhed in thefe kingdoms. He ought 
not fo to govern — I fay he cannot fo govern— he is bound to 
refift fuch a project at the hazard of all its confequences ; he muft 
relift the attempt \ refiftance neceflarily produces depofition, it 
endangers his life. 

Gentlemen, to that King, upon whom thefe duties attach, tlie 
law and conftitution, for the better execution of them, have 
af&gned various counfellors, and refponfible advifers : it has 
clothed him, under various conftitutional checks and reftriftions, 
with various attributes and prerogatives, as necefiary for the fup- 
port and maintenance of the civil liberties of the people : it af- 
cribes to him fovereignty, imperial dignity, and perfedlion : and 
becaufe the rule and government, as eftablifhed in this kingdom^ 
cannot exiftyir a moment without a perfon filling that oflScc, and 
able to execute aU the duties from time to time^ which I have 
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now ftated, it afcribes to him alfo that he never eeafes to exift. 
In foreign affairs, the delegate and reprefentative of his pebplc, 
he makes war and peace, leagues and treaties : in domcftic con- 
cerns, he has prerogatives, as a conftitucnt part of the fupreme 
legiflature ; the prerogative of raifmg fleets and armies : he is the 
fountain of jtiftice, bound to adminifter it to his people, becaufc 
It 18 due to them; the great confervator of public peace^ 
bound to maintain and vindicate it -, every where prefent, that 
thefe duties may no where faU of being difcharged ; the fountain 
of honour, office, and privilege ; the arbiter of domeftic comr 
merce, the head of the national church. 

Gentlemen^ I hope I fhall not be thought to mifpend your 
time in ftating thus much, becaufe it appears to me that the feflk 
that fuch is th6 chara6ter, that fuch are the duties, that fuch arc 
the attributes and prerogatives of the King in this country '(all 
cxifliug for the prote£fcion, fecurity, and happinefs of the people 
in an eftablifhed form of government) accounts for the juft 
anxiety, bordering upon jealoufy, with which the law watches 
over his perfon— ^accounts for the fadl that, in every indi£hnenty 
the compaffing or imagining his deflru£^ion, or depofition, feems 
to be confidcred as neceflarily co-exifling with an intentlcxi to 
fubvert the rule and government eftablifhed in the country : it 
is a purpofe to dcftroy and to depofe himy in whom the fupreme 
power, rule, and government, under conftitutional checks and 
limitations, is vefted, and by whom, with confent and advice in 
fome cafes, and with advice in all cafes, the exercife of this con- 
ftitutional power is to be carried on. 

Gentlemen, this language, the tenor and charge of every in- 
diftment, is moft clearly expreffed by Lord Hale, when he fays 
that high treafon is an oflFence more immediately againft the^^r* 
/on and government of the King : I cannot ffate it more ftrongly 
to you, or from an authority, the authenticity of which will be 
lefs queftioned by thofe, who are to defend the prifoner at the bar; 
than when I ftate to you the language of one of the counfel for 
Lord George Gordon upon the laft trial for high treafon r indeed 
it is no more than what follows the law of England, as delivered 
by all thofe great lawyers, whofe authority, I am perfuaded, will 
not be attempted to be fliaken in the courfe of this trial, when it 
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ftates this principle thus — ** to compafs or imagine the death of 
** the King, fuch imagination or purpofe of the mind, vifible only 
" to its great Author, being manifefted by fome open a£t, an 
" inftitution obvioufly directed not only to the fecurity of his 
" natural perfon, but to the {lability of the government, the life 
** of the Prince being fo interwoven with the conftitution of the 
** (late, that an attempt to deftroy the one is juftly held to be a 
" rebellious confpiracy agaiiift the other." 

Gentlemen, it will be my duty to flate to you prefently what 
is in law an attempt againft the life of the King. It feems, 
therefore, that when the ancient law of England (and I would 
beg your attention to what I am now ftating to you) that when 
the ancient law of England was changed, which, even in the cafe 
of a fubjei^, held the intent to kill homicide, as well as, in the 
cafe of the King, the intent to kill or depofe, without the faft, 
where a meafure was taken to effeftuate the intent, treafon, with 
a difierence however as to the nature of the a£k deemed fufficient, 
in the one cafe, or in the other, to manifeft the one or the other 
intent, that, to ufe the words of a great and venerable authority, I 
mean Mr. Juftice Fofter, " it was with great propriety that the 
** ftatute of treafon retained the rigour of the law in its full extent 
** in the cafe of the King. In the cafe of him, fays he, whcJfe life 
*^ muft not be endangered, becaufe it cannot be taken away by 
** treafonaUe pradlices, without involving a nation in blood and 
** confudon : levelled at hijn, the ftroke is levelled at the public 
** tranquillity/* 

Gentlemen, that it may be fully underftood what it is that I 
have to contend for in the courfe of this trial, I put you in mind 
again that I have before ilatcd that, as it is abfolutely neceflary to 
the fecurity of individuafs, not lefs neceffary to the fecurity of 
individuals, than it ia neceffary to the fecurity of the nation which 
they compofe, that the perfon and government of the Kingftiould 
be thus defended ; on the other hand, for the fecurity of the fub- 
jeA, it is equally neceffary that the crime of high treafon fliould 
not be indeterminate, that it fhould not be unafcertained, or un- 
defined, either in the la^v itfelf, or in the conftruftion to be made 
of that law. 
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Gentlemen, this neceffity is not to be colleiled merely in thi» 
country from reafoning, though it may obvioufly enough be col- 
lefted from reafoning ; the experience of your anceftors has in- 
formed you, I admit it, and I beg to prefs it upon your attention, 
as much as any man in this court can prefs it upon your attention, 
the experience of your anceftors has informed you in the juft and 
bitter complaints which are to be found in their annals, of the 
periods, in which no man knew how he ought to behave himfelf, 
to do, fpeak or fay, for doubt of pains of treafon, in the anxiety 
with which the ftatute of Edward III. referved the judgment of 
all treafons not there exprefsly fpecified — " that the juftices 
" (hould tarry without going to judgment of the treafon, till the 
** caufe be (hewed and declared before the King and his parlia- 
. ** ment ;" in the expreffive language, which our anceftors have 
iifed, when the provifions of the ftatute of Edward were firft in- 
troduced into the code of law under which we live, and of thofe 
ftatutes, by which treafons were brought back to the provifions 
of that ftatute, the experience of your anceftors, thus handed 
down to you, has demonftrated this neceffity. I admit too (and 
my treating the fubjeft thus in the outfet may ultimately (ave 
your time) that before the ftatute was made, upon which the in- . 
didlment proceeds, the fecurity of the fubjeft was not fufficiently 
provided for, I admit that fecurity is not fufficiently provided for 
now, if conftruftion can be allowed to give an expofition to the 
ftatute, which the legiflature did not intend itfliould receive. 

Gentlemen, upon each of thefe heads it was neceflary for me 
to trouble you with fome, and but with a few obfervations. 

That the law of treafon ihould be determinate and certain, 
though clearly neceflary for the fecurity of the fubjecSt, is not 
more neceflary for their fecurity, than that there fhould be a law 
of treafon, and that thi^law ihould be faithfully, dulv, and firmly 
executed. 

Gentlemen, every ftate muft have fome form or regimen of 
government ; in other words, it muft determine by whom, and 
under what modifications, the fovereign power is to be exercifed 
in the country ; for no government can exift, unlefs this power 
is placed foraewhere : and the attempt to fubvert that power is, 
in the nature Qf the thing, an attempt to fubvert the eftablifhed 
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government. It is of neceffity that an attempt of this ibrt 
iboald be giiarded againft, by feverer penalties than offences, 
which being breaches of particular laws, do not endanger the 
very exiftence of the (late itfelf, which do not involve, in the 
dcftrudion of the ftate, the deftru£Uon of all laws, but which 
leave the law, though violated in particular cafes, fu£Bcient, in 
general cafes, for the proteftion of the perfonal fecurity, the 
liberty and happinefs of the fubjedl. 

, Gentlemen, this is alfo the reafonings of that great Judge, 
whofe name I before mentioned to you, my lord Hale — ** The 
•* greatne^ rf the offence, he fays, and the feverity of the 
•* puniihment, is upon thefe reafons : — Firft, becaufe the fefe- 
*^ ty, peace, and tranquillity of the kingdom is highly con- 
•* cemed in the fafety and prefervation of the perfon, dignity, 
** and government of the King, and therefore the laws of the 
♦* kingdom have given all poffible fecurity to the King's perfcxi 
<« and government, and under the fevereft penalties." 

Gentlemen, to defcribe this great oScnct with precifion and 
accuracy, was what the legiflature in Edward's time propofed, 
when they enaded the £icred ftatute, upon which this indi£t« 
ment is founded i that flatute was made for the more precife 
defimdon of this crime, which, by the common law, had not 
been fufficiently extended, and '* the plain unextended letter 
*• of it," you will mark the words, ** the plain unextended 
'^ letter of it was thought to be a fu£Bcient protec^on to the 
** perf(xi and honour of the Sovereign ;" but not only to the 
perfon and honour of the Sovereign, but *^ an adequate fecurity 
** U the laws committed to bis exectaion.^^ 

Gentlemen, in addreiling a jury in a cpurt of law, fwom to 
make dehverance according to that law, which conditutes the 
court in which they fit, there are two proportions, which appear 
to me to be alike clear: — ^The firft is that I ought not, that I 
cannot dare to call upon you to fay, that there has been com- 
initted under this ftatute any offence, if the fafts of the cafe to 
be laid before you, by plain, manifeft, authorized interpretation 
of the ftatute, do not conftitute an offence under it — if the 
ftatute ihould feem to any man, or to you, not to be a fufficient 
;uid adequate fecurity to the perfon and honour of the Sovereign, 
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and the due execution of the laws, it is neverthclcfe all the fe- ' 
curity which the law has authorized you to give them, and God for- 
bid that you fhould think of giving more. On the other hand, 
you are bound by your oaths, if this law has been violated in 
fa£l, if the fa6l of viplation is proved by evidence, convincing in 
its nature, and fuch in its form, as the law requires (for the 
law in this cafe requires not only convincing, but formal evi- 
dence) then you are bound to give to the perfon and honour of 
the Sovereign, and to the laws of your country, that proted^ion, 
which a verdift, afferting in fubftance that the ftatute has been 
violated, would give, and which the ftatute intended fhould be 
given. 

Gentlemen, men of honour and of confcience, adllng under 
the fanftion of the oath that they have taken, muft come to the 
fame conclufion, judging of the fame fafts, by the fame law, 
whatever their principles of government may be, unlefs they 
differ upon the effeft of the fadls laid before them. In the trial 
of a perfon, whofe name I (hall have abundant reafon to men- 
tion to you in the courfe of this proceeding, I mean the author 
of the Rights of Man, charged with a libel againft the monarchy 
of the country, it was judicioufly, truly, juftly, and ftrongly ad- 
mitted in effeft, that, if the Jury had been compofed (if there 
are twelve fuch men in this country) of Republicans, wifhing to 
overturn the government of the country, yet adminiftering the 
law of England, in a court of Englifti law, if they were con- 
vinced that the crime had, alluding to that law, been com- 
mitted, no man would have the audacity to fay they could be 
capable of that crime againft the public, to think for a moment 
of not coming to the conclufion, which the facSls called for, 
according to the law by which they were fworn to decide upon 
the matter before them. 

Gentlemen, the ftatute upon which this indid^ment proceeds, 
is to the following eflFeft— it ftates, (and it ftates moft truly) 
** That divers opinions had been had before this time," that is, 
the 25 Edward III. " in what cafe treafon fhould be faid, and in 
*^ wliat not, the King, at the requeft of the Lords and of the 
f > Commons, hath made a declaration in the manner as here- 
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•' after foUoweth, that is to fay, when a man doth compafs or 
•* imagine the death of our Lord the King, or of our Lady his 
*' Queen, or of their eldeft fon and heir ; or if a man do violate 
** the King's companion, or the King's eldeft daughter, un- 
<« married, or the wife of the King's eldeft fon and heir ; or 
** if a man do levy war againft our Lord the King in his realm, 
** or be adherent to the King's enemies in his realm, giving to 
** them aid and comfort in the realm or elfewhere, and thereof 
*« be provably attainted" — by which words I underftand be at- 
tainted by evidence, that clearly and forcibly fatisfies the minds 
and confciences of thofe who are to try the faft — " attainted of 
** open deed by people of their condition." — Then there is this, 
to which you will be bound to give your attention for the (akc 
of the prifoner, as well* as for the fake of the public, the in- 
terefls of both being blended in this great caufe — " And be- 
** caufe that many other like cafes of treafon may happen in 
** time to come, which a man cannot think nor declare at 
** this prefent time, it is accorded that, if any other cafe, fup- 
*' pofed treafon, which is not above fpecified, doth happen before 
** any juftices, the juftices (hall tarry without any going to 
**^ judgment of the treafon till the caufe be fliewed and declared 
** before the King and his parliament, whether it ought to be 
•* Judged treafon, or other felony." 

Gentlemen, I defire to point out here, in the moft marked 
way in which I can ftate it, the anxiety, with which the parlia- 
ment wiflied tb preferve to itfelf the judgments of treafons, not 
being the fpecified treafons in the ftatute, but being like treafons, 
thofe, which by a parity of reafoning, might be faid to be trea- 
fon. They would not truft the fubjedts of the country in the 
hand of any court of juftice upon that point. I mark the cir- 
cumftance, becaufe it appears to me to give a degree of au- 
thority to the law of England upon the fubjedl of treafon, and 
to the conftru£tions, which have been made upon it, and to the 
diftinftions, which have been made between like treafons, and 
overt afts of the fame treafon, that perhaps docs not belong to 
conftrufiiions and diftindions adopted in the courfe of judicial 
proceedings upon any other law in the ftatute book. 
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Gentlemen, having read the ftatutc to you, it is not anJm* 
pottant, as it fecms to me, to obferve that Lord Hale arid Mn 
Jufticc Foftcr, who have ftated the judicial ahd other expofi- 
tions of this ftatute, have ftated them, arid have expOO B ded t h e 
ftatute, under the weighty caution, which they moft powerful- 
ly cxprefs : under the folemn protefts, which they moft ftrongly 
ftatc, againft extending this ftatute by a parity of reafon. This 
circumftance alone appears to me to give infinite authenticity 
to the expofitions, which they ftate of it, as found, and as being 
fuch, as according to the interpretation, which the legiflature 
in Edward the third's time meant, fhould be put upon this 
ftatute. 

Gentlemen, I think it may alfo fave pur time, and that of 
the court, if I trouble you here by reading, before I ftate to you 
the expofitions of the ftatute, which Lord Hale has given us, 
deducing them from judgments which had been aAually made 
in the hiftory of the country, the language which he holds, as 
defcribing the obligations, which courts of juftice, and men 
fookiiig at this ftatute for the purpofe of executing it, are under, 
to conftrue it according to the real fpecified meaning; not by 
a parity of conftruftion as to the treafon itfelf, when they came 
to conftrue it. 

Lord Hale ftates it thus — " Although the crime of high 
«* treafon is the greateft crime againft faith, duty, and human 
** fociety, and brings with it the greateft and moft fetal dangers 
** to the government, peace, and happinefs of a kingdom or 
" ftate, and therefore is defervedly branded with the highefk 
*' ignominy, and fubjefted to the greateft penalties that die 
♦* law can inflia, yet by thofe inftances'*— he is ftating thofe 
that had occurred before the ftatute of Edward IIL and be- 
tween that and the firft of Henry IV.—" Yet by diofc in- 
•* ftances, and more of this kind that might be given, it ap- 
^* pears— firft, how neceffary it was that there ihould be fome 
♦* fixed and fettled boundary for this great crime of treafcm, 
•* and of what great importance the ftatute of the 25th of Ed- 
«' ward in. was in order to that end ; fecondly, how dangerous 
<* it is to depart from the letter of that ftatute, and to multiply 
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** and enhance crimes into treafon by ambiguous and general 
** words — a s accroaching of royal power, fubvcrtog^of fun- 
** damental laws, and the like ; anSISirdiy, how dangerous it 
•* is by conftru&ion and analogy to make treafons, where the 
** letter of the law has not done it, for fuch a method admits of 
** no limits or bounds, but runs as far as the wit and inrention 
** of accufers, and the odiouihels and deteftation pf perfons ac- 
** cufed, will carry men,'* 

In another paffage, after having given his comment upoi| 
Has ftatute — after having ftatcd what are the overt a£b, which 
fall within the letter of it, and the found interpretation of it, he 
iays, ** It has been the great wifdom and care of the parliament 
•* to keep Judges within the bounds and exprefs limits of this 
** ad, and not to fufier them to run out upon their own opinions 
** into conftru<aive treafons, though in cafes that feem to have 
♦* a parity of reafon, (like cafes of treafon) but referves them to 
** the decifion of parliament. This is a great fecurity as well 
<^ as dire£tioQ to Judges, and a great fafeguard even to this facred 
** adl itfcif ; and therefore, as before I obferved in the chapter 
** of levying of war, this claufe of the ftatute leaves a weighty 
** memento for Judges to be careful that they be not over hafty 
** in letting in conftruftive or interpretative treafons, not within 
** the letter of the law, at leaft in fuch new cafes as have not 
•* been formerly exprefsly refolved, and fettled by more than 
♦* one precedent," 

Gentlemen of the Jury, I am perfuaded, as thofe were per- 
fuaded who conduced the defence of lord George Gordon, that 
we live in days, in which tlie Judges of the country neither 
have the inclination nor the courage to ftretch the law beyond 
it$ limits. I think myfelf bound to (late that, and thofe, who 
dare to fiate the contrary in any place, do not do the juftice to 
country, which is due from every individual in it. 

Gentlemen, having fialcd thus much to you, I now ftate, 
in order to be pcrfedly underftood, that I do moil diftindlly 
di&vow making any charge of confiru^'we treafon ; that I dci 
VkoSt difiio&ly dilavow ftating in this indi6bnent any like cafe 
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Bftnafon not fpecified in the ftatute ; that I do moft diffinftljr 
difavow ftating any thing that can be called cumulative treafotif 
or analogous treafon ; that I do moft diftindly difavow «f- 
hancing any things by a parity of reafon^ into treafon which is 
not fpecified in that fiatute ; that I do moft diftindUy difavoMr 
enhancing crimes of any kind^ or a life fpent in crimes^ if yoti 
chufe fo to put it, into treafon, if it be not Xxtzlow fpecified m 
the Jlatute, and the queftion between us I ftate diftin<9:Iy to bfc 
this — whether the defendant is guilty of a treafon Jpecified in 
the JlatutCy and whether the evidence that is to be brought be- 
fore you amounts to that proof, that will be fatisfaSory to your 
minds and confciences, your minds and conferences being pre- 
pared to admit no proof, but what you think you ought to 
receive under the obligation of an oath, proof high enou^ 
that he may be probably attainted of open deed, of a treafon 
fpecified in the ftatute. 

Then, Gentlemen, to ftate the charge to you : — The in- 
diftment charges the defendant with compafling and imagining 
the King's death, and with having taken meafures to efiefhiate 
that purpofe. — Now, that it may be thoroughly underftood, 
you will permit me to ftate to you here, that there is not only 
a manifeft diftinftion in reafon, but a fettled diftinftioh iri the 
courfe of judicial praftice, fettled for no other caufe but that it 
was a manifeft diftinftion in reafon, between — " like cafes of 
*' treafon," conftruftive, analogous, or cumulative treafons, anil 
various overt aSs of the fame treafon. 

Gentlemen, whether the adls laid as overt afts of treafons, 
fpecified in the ftatute, and fpecified in the indiftmcnt, amount, 
in all their circumftances, to an open deed, or deeds, by which a 
perfon may be provably attainted of the fpecified treafon, is the 
queftion which a Jury are to try. To explain myfelf upon thi^, 
I take it to be clear, and I will not, in this ftage of this bufineTs 
at leaft, enter into the difcuffion of what I call the clear and cfta- 
bliflied law of England, becaufe I will not, in a cafe of high 
treafon, any more than I would in a difpute about the cftate of 
any Gentleman who hears me, for the purpofe of arguing points, 
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enter into dlfcufiions upon what I take to be the clear and eftablilhed 
law of England, and not only the fecurity of the fubjeft in this 
rdped, but the fecurity of the fubje6l in no refpeft, in his per- 
fon, his life, or his property, can be taken to exift in this coun- 
try, if I am not as fiilly authorized to ftate to you, with as much 
confidence, what the law is, in cafe of treafon, from the decifions, 
which for centuries have been made in courts refpefting it, as I 
am to ftate to you, from decifions of courts refpefting property, 
what die law of property is ; I fay I take it to be clear that dc- 
pofing the King, entering into meafures for depofing the King, 
oonfpiring with foreigners and others to invade the kingdom, 
going to a foreign country to procure the invafion of the kingdom, 
or (Mx^pofing to go there to that end, and taking any ftep in order 
thereto— confpiring to raife an infurre£tion either to dethrone the 
King, imprifon the King, or oblige him to alter his meafures of 
government, or to compel him to remove evil counfellors from 
him, are and have all been held, as Mr. Juftice Fofter feys, to 
be deeds proving an intent to do that treafon, which is mentioned 
in the ftatute to be overt a(9s of treafon in compafling the King's 
death. 

It would be very extraordinary if thefe great judges, Fofter and 
Hale, after holding the language they have ftated, were to be re - 
prefented by any man, as not adling themfelves under the efted^ 
and influence of that weighty memento, which they held out to 
thofe, who were to fucceed them in the feat of judgment; yet I 
ftate all this to you in the words, in which thefe learned judges 
have handed down the expofition of the ftatute, who would have 
fufiered death, for they both valued the liberties of their country, 
before they would have charged '* a like cafe of treafon'* in an 
indidment, and yet they have concurred (as all the judges 
of England have done, and the parliament into the bargain) in 
the conftrudion and expofition of the ftatute, (and in fadt execu- 
tions have been made upon it), that all thefe things are overt aSs 
of the fiime treafon, that is fpecified in the ftatute. What is the 
Teafim of it ? becaufe the law holds that he, who does an a£t, 
meaning to do it, which may endanger the King's life, compafies 
and imagines the death of the King, if he does an ad which may 
endanger his life, if, in the ordinary courfe of things, and, acr 
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cording to the common experience of mankind, the tneafotf 
which he takes, in purfuance of a purpofe to take it, will bring 
the King to his grave. 

This therefore is not raifing conftru£Hve treafon, it is not rait 
ing treafon by analogy, it is not Hating " like cafes of treafon?** 
not fpecified in, but rcferved by the fbtute to the judgment of 
parUament, but it is dating overt a£ts, which are meafures takea 
in purfuance of treafonable purpofes, which meafures muft oe-* 
ccflarily be as various in their kinds, as the ways and means, by 
which, in fad^ and open deeds, taken in purfuance of its purpofei, 
the human heart manifefts its intent to commit (bme one or 
pther of the treafons fpecified in the ftatute. 

Gentlemen, the referving claufe in the a£l is extremely mate* 
Tial ; and, if courts and juries have done wrong in the manner in 
which they have executed this ftatute, if the interpretations, 
which they have made of the ftatute, are not right, they have 
done it againft a prohibition in the ftatute, which they were 
called upon by their oaths duly to expound, and they have done it 
in the prefence and under the eye of that parliament, which had 
exprefsly forbidden them to do it. I fay the conclufton. upon 
that is, that they have done it rightly. 

Gentlemen, the judgment of the courts of law are in this 
country perfectly familiar to parliament. A6ts have been made, 
over and over again, in order to bring back the expofitions of the 
law to the true conftruftion, to the letter, which is the true con- 
ftrudion, in ja found judicial fenfe, to bring it back again to the 
ftatute of Edward III. ; but we have lived to this hour without 
parliament thinking that they were to make fo perfedily a dead 
letter of the letter of the ftatute, as that they fliould fay that an 
overt afl, which expreffed and imported the imagination of the 
mind to do the treafon fpecified, ftiould not be taken to be an 
aft of high treafon within the ftatute ; becaufe the ftatute only 
mentions the thing which is to be compafted and imagined, and 
does not mention the ways and means, by which the human 
heart may ihew and manifeft that it does compafs and imagine 
what the ftatute fpeaks of. 

Gentlemen, this is not all, becaufe this is not only according 

to the law of England, as it is adminiftered in courts of }aftioe, 

8 but 
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but alTo to the proceedings in parliament, which are a parliameA- 
taiy expofition, if I may fo ftate it, of the law. Proceedings in 
pariiament have been had, where the ftatute has been thus coa- 
ftrued, and where this diftinAion that I am dating between overt 
ads of the fpecified treafon and the ^* like cafes of treafon," has 
been exp]?e&ly taken, expreiyy aiSted upon, propofed by one houfe 
cf the legiflature to the other houfe, and aded upon by the crown 
in executing the fentences of that houfe. 

Gentlemen, the diftin£lion then is only this — ** a like cafe of 
** treafon" is a cafe of treafon not fpecified in the ftatute, a cafe 
of the like mifchief, as a cafe fpecified in the ftatute ; but the 
idendcal cafe fpecified in the ftatute muft be before you, or, to 
avoid all difpute upon the fubjeid, I fay, if it is a cafe that is 
oot fpecified in the ftatute, it is a cafe that muft be iliewn to 
parliament according to the dired^ons of the ftatute ; but that 
lads alike in their nature, that open deeds alike in their nature 
and tendency, however various in their circumftances, may prove 
the fame intention to exift in the minds of thofe who do them, 
and may be meafures, taken in purfuance of the fame purpofe, 
and to efieduate the fame thing, is a diftindion that appears to 
my mind to be perfedUy obvious. 

Gentlemen, I conceive therefore that the queftion of com- 
pafting the King's death is this — whether the jury are fully fatis- 
fied, confcientioufly (atisfied, that they have that evidence, by^ 
which they find that the ads, laid as overt ads of compaifing the 
particular fpecified treafon mentioned in the indidment, were 
meafures taken in purfuance of and to eSeduate that treafon 
Specified at once in the ftatute, and in the indidment. 

Gentlemen, I proteft for myfclf I am forry to trouble you thus 
much at large by general reafoning, but you will find that it has 
an application, and a clofe application to the cafe ; this is an im- 
portant public caufe, and therefore we fhould be thoroughly un- 
derfiood. I cannot underfbnd what conftrudive overt ads 
mean, though I do underfbnd coifftrudive treafons. Levying 
t¥ar againft the King, not againft his perfon, but againft his 
royal majefty, is conftru^ve treafon ; that is, if men a&mble 
together without any intent to do an ad, which in the natural 
confequence of things will afted the King's life, fuch as pulling 

down 
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^wn all prifons or houfes of any other defcription, that is coti^ 
ftruftive treafon, it being, by conftruSion, as Mr. Juftice Foftcr 
fays, againft the King's royal majefty, not levied againft his per- 
fon ; not one of the a6b of a more flagitious kind^ wilfully done 
or attempted to be done, by which the King's life may be in 
danger, but which are levelled againft his royal majefty ; the& 
have by conftrudlion been held to be treafon : but even thcfc the 
legiflature has never confidered as not authorifed by the letter of 
the ftatute ; thefe they have permitted to be proceeded upon in the 
country as found deciiions and conftruAions upon the a& of par- 
liament : many have been convi£led upon them ; execution hath 
fcUowed ; and no one hath ever doubted either the bw or the juftice 
of thefe determinations. But, as to conftruftive overt zSts of com- 
paffing and imagining the death of the King, where the indid- 
ment lays the imagining and compafling as the offence, the oveit 
a£b is not conftrudlive, the ftep taken to efledluate it muft be 
fuch an aft, wilfully and deliberately done, as muft fatisfy the 
confcience of a jury, that there was an intention, by depoftng, or 
otherwife, to put the King in circumftances, in which, accord- 
ing to the ordinary experience of mankind, his life would be in 
danger. 

Gentlemen, I have before ftated to you, for another purpofe, 
various afts, which are overt a6b of compaffing the King's death. 
I will repeat them fliortly: *' Depofmg him,— entering into 
•* meafures to depofe him, — confpiring to imprifon him^— 
which you obferve is an aft that may be done without an aftual 
intent to put him to death, — a man may confpire to imprifen 
the King without an aftual intent to put him to death, but yoa 
will find the reafon why that is held to be compaffing and ima- 
gining the death of the King with the (anftion of all times fince 
this ftatute of Edward III. and with the fanftion of every fpecies 
of judicial authority, which the country could give ; ** to get his 
•« perfon into the power of confpirators" — Why is all this treafon ? 
" becaufe," fays Mr. Juftice Fofter, " the care, which the law 
** hath taken for the perfonal fafety of the King, is not confined 
*^ to aftions or attempts of a more flagitious kind, fuch as at- 
** tempts either to affaffinate, or to poifoo, or other attempts di- 
*^ reftly and immediately aiming at bis life ; it is extended to 
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«' every thing, wilfully and deliberately done, or attempte^^* 
«* whereby his life may be endangered, afid therefore the enter- 
** ing into meafures for depofmg, or imprifoning him, or to get 
•* his perfon into the power of the confpirators, thefe ofieilces are 
" overt adh of treafon within this branch of this ftatute, for ex- 
" perience hath fhewn that between the prifons and the graves o( 
" Kings the diftance is very (mall,'* and experience has not 
growA weaker upon this fubjeft in modem times : Oifences* 
which are not fo perfonSl, as thofe already mentioned, have been, 
with great propriety, brought within the fame rule, as having % 
tendency, though not fo immediate, to the fame fatal end. 

Lord Hale upon this fays, '* though the confpiracy be not 
** immediately, and direflly, and exprefsly the death of the King^ 
•* but the confpiracy is of fomethi ng that in all probability muft 
** induce it, and the overt aft is of fuch a thing as muft induce it, 
" this is an overt aft to prove the compaffing the King's death.'* 
The inftance he gives, as expofitory of his text is this : ** If, men 
** confpire to imprifon the King by force and a ftrong hay till 
** he hatjh yielded to certain demands, and for that purpofe/ thei* 
** company or write letters, this is an overt aft to prove the 
** compaffing of the King's death." What is the reafon ? he gives 
the fame in fubftance, though different in the terms of it, as that 
which has been affigned by Mr. Juftice Fofter: " for it is in 
** effeft to dcfpoil him of his Kingly government.'* Thefe arc 
the words of Lord Hale ; and, though the reafons given by Lord 
Hale and Mr. Juftice Fofter are different in words, they arc the 
fame in fubftance : it may be faid, with equal truth, between 
deipoiling a King of his Kingly government add the graves of 
Kings the diftance is very fmall. Imprifonment is the fame as 
depoiition, and he who compafles the depofition of the King, ac- 
cording to all judicial conftruftion, compafles his death ; it iS the 
fame as depofttion, becaufe it is a temporary defpoiling him of his 
Kingly government, which, according to this interpretation of 
the law, ufually ends in death. 

Gentlemen, ofiences not fo perfonal as thofe enumetated fsAl 
within the fame rule, as having a tendency to the fame fatal end : 
if foreigners are not at war with you, the offence of going into a 
foreign country, or propofing to go there, or taking any ftep 
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tbcrelo ifi order to invite foreigners into this kingdom for a trea-*. 
fonable purpofe, can only fall within that branch of treafoa of 
compafling the King's death : if they are at war with you, thctt 
the fame a(ft amounts to another Ipecies of treafon, which is an 
** adhering to the King's enemies /* and perhaps you will find 
that the cafe I have to ftate is not without pregnant evidence of 
this fpecies of overt adl. 

Gentlemen, having flated thus much to you, I proceed now 
to confider the indi£lment, and what I have ftated, before I men- 
tioned Jthe fubfiance of the indidment, I have ftated to lay in my 
claim to full credit with yotl, when I (ay, that no man living can 
wifh to exprefs to you more ftrongly than I wifh to do (we have 
indeed, each of us, as great an hitereft in thcr true conftrudlion of 
this law, as any other man can have iit it), that the law of treafon, 
in confidering the charge, that I have brought before yon under the 
command, that has authorifed me to bring it hefe, muft not be 
extended one fingle iota beyond what is the eAablifhed law in 
this country, as eftablifhed as the law is, that feys that the pro- 
perty, that you bought yeftcrday, you may give to whom yoa 
pleafe to-morrow. 

Gentlemen, the indi<5tment, finding feveral perfons entitled 
to be tried feparately , though indi£ted .. jointly, combined in a 
particular aft, which I will ftate by and by, has charged thera 
with compafTing the King^s death : it has then proceeded, becsaufe 
the corapafiing and imagination of th^ heart cannot be known to 
man — and there muft be an overt a£kto manifeftit — it has charged, 
them with meeting among tliemfelves to caufe and procure a con- 
vention of divers fubjefts of the King to be held within this king- 
dom, and not only a convention to be held within the kingdom, 
but to be held wiih intent and in order that the perfons to be af- 
fembled at fuch convention and meeting Jhould and mighty wickedly 
and trait or oujly^ without * and in defiance of the authority^ and againft 
the will of the parliament of this kingdom^ fubvert arid alter the 
legi/laturey rule^ and government^ ejiabli/hed in it^ and depofe the 
Kmgfrom the royal flat e^ title ^ power ^ and government thereof 

It then charges them with having compofed, written and 

publifhed, and caufed to be compofed, written, and publifhed, 

divers books, pamphlets, letters, inftru£tions, refolutions, orders, 

declarations, addreiTes and writings, fuch books, pamphlets, let- 
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tfits, InftruSbiou^, refolutions, orders, declarations, a^redes^ 
and writings, fo refpedtively compofed, written, publiihed, 
and canfed to be compofed, written, and publiftied, purport- 
ing and containing therein (among other things) incitements, 
encouragements, and exhortatipns, to move, induce, and per-t^ 
fuade the fubjefisofthe Kidg to choofe, depute, and fendper-^ 
Tons, as delegaltes, to compofe, not a convention, but such a 
convention dpi meeting, that is, a convention to a^ in thi 
manner that the firjl overt ail has Jlated itj to be holdenfor the 
traitorous furpofes before mentioned. 

It then ftates, as a third overt a£^, cohfultatjpns among them^ 
how, when, and where, fuch convention and meeting ihouli 
be aflembled, and held, and by what means the fubje£):s of the 
King might be induced and moved to fend perfons as delegaites 
to conftitute it. 

It then charges, that thefe perfons did confent and agree, that 
Mr. Joyce and fcveral other perfons named, fhould meet, con- 
fer, and co-operate amotig themfelves^ and with other traitors, 
to caufe the calling and aflembling^/& convention and meeting 
ioifach traitorous purpofes. 

It then charges the providing of arms, of different defcriptions, 
for thefe purpofes; and then it charges a confpiracy to make war 
in the kingdom, and it charges a confpiracy to fubvert and alter 
the le^flature and government of the kingdom, and to depofe 
the King ; that is, as I underftand it, that, if you (hould not 
be fatisfied that the calling fuch a convention, as is mentioned 
in the firft part of the indidiment, >yas a mean to efieSuatc 
that compa&ng and imagination, which is mentioned in the in- 
Uodudoty part of the indidment, yet you will find in the evi- 
dence, Which is to be laid before you, even if you pay no at- 
tentioi^ to that cir^mftance of calling a convention, fuflBcient 
evidence of a c^tf/piraey to depofe the Kingi 

It then ftates again, that they publifhed feveral books, and 
o4er matters of the fame kind, in order to bring about the 
traitorous purpofes loft mentioned \ and charges, as a further 
'overt aA, providing arms for that purpofe. 

Now, Gentlemen, having before ftated to you, that a confpii- 

n^cy to depofe th^ King, arid I have not ftatCil it to you in my 
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own words, but in the words of the authorities I mentioneJ^ 
that a confpiracy to depofe the King, that a copfpiracy to im- 
prilbn the King, a confpiracy to procure an invafion, with ftepi 
taken to efFeduatc fuch a confpiracy, (a confpiracy indeed iticlf 
being a (lep for that purpofe,) is treaibn, you will obierve tha^ 
in this indiftment, a confpiracy to depofe the King is exprefilf 
charged, and, I think, it will be clearly proved. If a confpiracy 
to depofe the King be an overt aft of high trealop, permit toe 
then, to a(k you, what can a confpiracy to fubv.ert the monarchy 
of the country, including in it the depofition of the King, be^ 
but an overt aft of high treafon ? In the objeft of foch a con* 
fpiracy the King is necei&rily involved, and it is already jfhewil 
that con(piring to depofe him is compafUng bis death. 

Gentlemen, read as you arc in the hiftory of the country, gtft 
me leave to a(k you, if meafures had been taken, after the Revo- 
lution, to efFeftuate a confpiracy to dethrone King William, and 
to redore King James, without all doubt, the meafare takciii 
would have conftituted the crime of high treafon within the 
claufc of compaffing the King's death, although the oonfpiraton 
could have been (hewn fatisfaftorily to have no more meant the 
aftual natural death of King William, than they meant the 
aftual natural death of King James, whom they intended to it- 
place upon the throne — ^but what lays the law to that — ^thc hw 
fays you cannot mean to depofe the King without meaning to 
endanger his life, and, if you mean to endanger his life, yoa 
mud abide the confequences of it. 

Put it another way— If the projeft had been to depofe the 
fame King William, and meafures had been taken upon it— 
not with a view fo bring back to the throne King James II, but 
merely to fend back King William to his former charadler of 
Prince of Orange, and not to reftore King James, but to Yeftore 
a Commonwealth, which is, what I think, I (hall fatisfy you, 
thofe, who are charged by this indiftment, meant by ** a full 
** and fair rcprefentation of the people," whether you call it " a 
** full and fair reprcfcntation of the people in parliaments'^* or do 
not ufc the words " in parliament," can a lawyer be found to 
fay that it could be dated in law that it is not high treafon? I 
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don't know what may not be ftated — all that I mean to fay at 
prefent is, that according to the beft lights which I can get of the 
Jaw — ^under which I have lived, it does not appear to me to be pro- 
bable, that any man will fo ftate it. Far be it from me, how- 
ever, to have the vanity to fay that (avowing that I (hould certain- 
ly not think of encountering the current authorities of the coun- 
try for centuries,) I am, without the poffibility of contradifUon, 
ftatmg that I am following the authorities of the country for cen- 
turies ; but I am ready to fay this, that I cannot conceive or 
imagine by what fpccies of reafoning, or upon what principle, or 
upon what authority, it is to be contended, that this would not 
have been high treafon. 

Gentlemen, take it another way. If the regicides of King 
Cliarles I. had been tried for compafl^ng the death of King 
Charles I. fuppofing they had only depofed him, inftead of put- 
ting him to death, could they have contended, that, though they 
would have been guilty of high treafon, if they had placed an- 
other individual upon the throne, (which would have been alike 
to the cafe I have put of confpiring to put James in the place oi/^ 
William) could they have contended then, that they were ny 
guilty of high treafon, becaufe they depofed the King, without 
fubftituting another King in his place, and becaufe they left the 
government to be filled up by the Commonwealth without a 
King? 

Give me leave to afk another thing — Suppofe it had happened 
after King William came to the throne, that not thofe events, that 
did a(Slually happen, took place, but that any fet of men in this 
country fhould have ventured to meet in a convention of dele- 
gates from affiliated focieties, for the purpofe of depofing King 
William, under pretence of aflembling a convention of the 
people, having, ©r claiming the civil and political authority of 
the country, and intending to have no King in the country, 
i¥Ould it have been pcffible in King William's time to have con- 
:ended, becaufe they met, under pretence of being a convention 
)f the people, affuming to themfelves civil and political autho- 
rity, and with fuch meaning, that the confpiracy was not as 
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completely a compaffing the death of King William, as if the 
confpiracy had been, by the fame perfons, in the-cafe of affiliated 
focieties, forming the like convention of delegates, to bring King 
James again to the throne? 

If I levy war in this country againft the King, with intent to 
bring another upon the throne, I am guilty of high treafon. If 
I levy war, that is an overt aft of compaffing the King's death. 
If I confpire to levy direft war, that is a compaffing the King's 
death, unlefs all the branches of the legiflature have put a man 
to death upon an error. If I hold a fortrefs againft the King to 
put another upon his throne, I ami guilty of high treafon. Am 
I guilty of no offence if I do the &me afts, not for the purpofe 
of continuing the monarchy of the country in another periba, 
but for the purpofe of deftroying the monarchy altogether? 
'What is this but doing an aft involving in it high treaibn, and 
more ? High treafon in depofmg the King ! more-— in bringing 
about all that additional anarchy, which we know, which the 
experience of mankind proves to be cpnfequent upon the change, 
where the change is not only of the perfons who adminifler 
the government, but of the government itfelf, if dcftm^m 
can be ca)led change ? 

Gentlemen, to aflert therefore that meafures, taken for a total 
fubverlion of the monarchy of the country, including in it an 
intention to depofe the King, (mark the words, I ftate, includ- 
ing in it an intention to depofe the King,) are not overt afts of 
compaffing the King's death, merely becaufe the (latate of 
Edward IIL has not included all overt afts in words, but has left 
to juries to determine what are overt afts, by which they can 
probably attaint — to aflfert that the ftatute does not include thp 
cafe, becaufe it is compaffing the death of the King, and more; 
if this were to be afferted in a cour^ of juftice, (what is aflerted 
out of ^. court of juftice no man pays much attention to,) I fhould 
certainly fay of it, that it wa§ the aflertion of thpfe who had ill 
(ponfidered thp law, and if aller^ed out of a court of juftice, and 
with a referepce to what is to be done in a Court of Juftice, I 
ibould fay it ^feryed to have aa obferyatioQ of a harih^r I^n^ 
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This indidmenty befides charging a confpincy to depofe the 
;, ill exprefe terms, of which I ihall iniift before you there 
is ad>uiidant evidence, charges a confpiracy to call a convention 
itgainft the wHl, in defiance ofy and againjl the authority of par-- 
liamentf ior tht purpo/e of depojing the King \ it charges further 
a£b, namely, that diey caufed to be compofed and written divers 
books, pamphlets, letters, inflru(3:ions, refolutions, orders, decla- 
rations, addrefies, and writings, conuining incitements, induce- 
mfints,.and exhortations, to move, (i^uce, and perfuade the fubje^ 
of the King to fend delegates tofucb convention^ as to which I fay 
of many of them', though I did not know their real chara^r till 
I had feen them altogether, that they are both overt a^k, and 
evidence of overt a<Sis of high treaibn. 

Now, before I Aate to you the particulars of the evidence, I 
am afraid I muft, however painful it is to me to afk fo great a 
portion of your attention, trouble you with foine general obfer- 
vations, that I think will have a tendency to render intelligible to 
you the complicated mafs of evidence, which I have to lay be- 
fore you. 

Gentlemen, the Convention, meant to be called by thofe who 
are charged with the confpiracy in this indiftment, was, as I col- 
ItSt from the cSqQl of the evidence, a convention of perfons, 
who were to aflume the character of a convention of the people, 
claiming, as fuch, all civil and political authority, propofing to 
exercile it by altering the government, otnerwife than fey afis of 
the prefenit c onstituted legiflature, otherwifc than hy thbfelta- 

"^tutes, accordinjg to wKich the ^ing has fworii at the hazard of 

'KisTifc to govern. 

Gentlemen, if this is made out, it appears to me to follow ne- 
ceflarily on the part of all who took a ftep to aflcmble it, that 
they are guilty of a confpiracy to depofe the King, to depofe hha 
from tlje charadler, which he holds in the conftitution of the fo- 
Tcreign power of this kingdom, as by law eftabliflied, that law 
by which, I again repeat to you, he is fworn to govern. 

Gentlemen, if they confpired to aflerpble in a Convention, 
which was of its own authority, and againft the will of tho le- 
giflature, and in defiance of it, to a£t as an pflbmbly to confti- 

£ 4 tute 



r s6 ) 

tutc a government, and to affume fo far fovereign power, it is, 
I conceive, according to the law of England, a confpiracy to de« 
pofe from the fovereignty him, who, under the reftraints of the 
conftitution and the law, now holds that fovereignty. There 
cannot be two fovereign powers in a ftate ; there may be a com- 
plication of authorities vefted in a great variety of perfons, making 
up one fovereign power, but there cannot be two fovereiga 
powers in a ftate : it is impoflible. If a meeting aflembled, as a 
convention of the people, arrogating to themfelves all civil and 
political authority as fuch, and meaning to exercife it, one or 
other of thefe confequences muft follow : the King and the par- 
liament muft be obedient to the meeting, or the meeting, aflem-' 
bled as a convention, muft be obedient to the King and parlia« 
ment : if the meeting is to be obedient to the King and parlia* 
ment, it cannot effc£t its purpofes ; it is impoffible ; if its purppfe 
be to depofe the King, I fay, a confpiracy to call fuch a meeting 
i$ an overt a£t of high treafon. 

Gentlemen, I b^ your attention to my expreffions; if the 
meeting means to oblige the King and parliament to be obedient 
to them by the exertion of open force, though it may not efk&, 
its purpofe, that makes no difference, the law muft be the fame.— 
I may be wrong perhaps in ftating the law, but it appears to mo 
that the law muft be the fame if the meeting projedis the pur-* 
pofe, whether the force of the meeting is fufficient to efiedl the 
purpofe or not. 

This I fay is a confpiracy to affume the fovereign power : it is 
a confpiracy therefore of necefSty meant to depofe the exifting 
power, and of neceflity to depofe the King. 1 fay meant to de- 
pofe, for I repeat it, that whether the confpiracy is fuccefsful or 
not, is immaterial. 

Gentlemen, though the particular fa£l: of calling fuch a con- 
vention, now alledged as an overt a£k of treafon, may be repre- 
fented to be new in the hiftory of this country, it is not there- 
fore, and becaufe it is new, only inafmuch as it is more than 
ordinarily audacious, lefs an overt a£V of compaffing the death 
or depofition of the King, if the intent of it was to fubvert the 
fcvercign ruling power, 
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Gentlemen, there* is another diftin£lion, which I would beg 
yoqr attention to. It is of no confequence whether the firft 
meeting, propofed to be affembled, was dejigned to be a convention^ X 
thatjhould affunu all civil and political authority ^ or was only to 
devife the means of forming a conjiituent ajfemhly^ a body^ \ 
which Jhould ajjume it \ for any aft taken towardis alTuming it , 
againft the will, in defiance of, and againft the authority of the 
King and parliament, and removing him from that fituation in 
the charadlerof fovereign, which he has in this country ; any 
a£l taken towards the formation of a body, which was to 
afTume fuch authority, is an aft of confpiring the depo- 
(ition of the King, any aft toward* convening a national af- 
fembly, to aft with fovereign power, not formed by the legif- 
Jature, is an aft done towards depofing the King, who now has, 
tinder the rcftraints of the conftitution, and the provifions and 
limitations of the law, the fovereign power veiled in him, yoa 
cannot fct about organizing a body, which is thus to aft, without 
meaning to depofe the King, without meaning to form a body, 
that is to ufurp the powers of government. 

Gentlemen, I think the evidence? that I (hall lay before yoa, 
will moft abundantly fatisfy you that the convention, which tho 
perfons charged confpired to form, was a convention to alter th© 
whole form of the fovereign power of this country, that it was 
to form, or to devife the means of forming a representative gtn. 
vcrnment — to veft in a body, founded upon univerfal fufFrage and 
the alledged unalienable, and, as they are called, imprefcriptible 
rights of man, all the legijlative and executive government of 
the country ; that a confpiracy to this end would be an overt aft 
of high treafon, I prefume cannot be difputed; it depofes the 
King in the deftruftion of the regal oflSice in the conftitution of 
the ftate. 

Gentlemen, I go further: if it had been intended to have re- 
tained the name and office of the King in the country, and to 
have retained it in the perfon of tlie prefent King, creating, how- 
ever, by the authority of the intended convention, a new legifla- 
ture, to aft with him^ provided they would allow him to aft with 
fuch new legiilaturc, and thus calling upon him to aft againft the 
cxprefs obligations of his coronation oath, if. he could forget it, it 
i!iU would have been a confpiracy to depgfe him from his royal 
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wthority, as now cftablifhed: if he rcfufcd to aft, heron(^>a6t 
ccBznhf be dcpofed from that authority ; if he did accept, he war 
not the King of England, as he is eftablifhed by law the Kang of 
England. But he could not accept ; he could ndt fo govern ; he 
is fwom not fo to govern ; he muft refufe, muft refill, and, itt 
confequence of refilling, his life mufl be in danger* 

Take it either way, that perfons confpired to form a conYentkm 
to aflume all civil and political authority, as pretending to be a 
convention of the people (I care not with how much audadty 
they pretend to be a convention of the people), or to devife the 
means of coniHtuttng fuch. a convention, in order, and with the 
intent, and againft the authority of parliament, that there ihouU 
be no King^ or in order to the erefting, by their own autbonty, 
a new legiilature to a£l together with a King, and together with 
the King, if they permitted thepnfent to be the King^ I fubmit 
that fuch a confpiracy is an overt a6l in the true conftruftion of 
law, and high treafon in compafling the King's death. The 
King mud be dQpofed while fuch a new conftitution was fram^ 
ittg ; he could not treat with fuch a convention t'dl he had been 
depofed ; it could be thofe only, that had fovereign autho- 
rity, that could frame a conftitution : then he is furely, by this, 
defpcnled of his Kingly government, even as in a cafe of tempo- 
rary imprifonment. I repeat again, that he could not, confidently 
with his coronation oath, do otherwife than rejeft it when 
framed: it muft be taken for granted he would rejeft it; his 
life, therefore, could not but be in danger. To fuppofe that 
fuch a meeting, which propofed a new conftitution, would depart 
quietly home, and not a£l, if it was not accepted, is out of the 
reach of all human credulity ; it is not, according to the ordinary 
courfe and experience of mankind, to fuppofe that they fliould 
meet In numbers, and make no ufe of their numbers, if the fhew 
of them did not produce the efFe£k intended : this is not according 
to the ordinary courfe and experience of mankind. 

Gentlemen, the King in his parliament could not be the fove- 
reign power the moment the meeting could aft as a national 
conftituting affembly, or could dire£l, with effect, fuch an aflcm- 
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-Wy to meet. The power fo to ad, or to organize with effeft 

• fiich a meeting, that fliould fo aft, mvJkpro tempore depoTe every 
odier power. This is the diara&er of a convention of the people, 
J think, as given in the evidence I have to lay before you. 
With refpe^l to the defendant, I think I fhall latisfy you he 
confpired tp call fuch a convention, and that he faid that the con- 

. vention which I am to call is irrefiftible, it is unlimited, it is un- 
controllable, and that by fuch a Convention, v^/ull and fair re-- C</ 
frefimatim of the people^ or a full and fair reprefentation in 
parliament (if pu choofe to take that expreffion, for it is not 
mere expreffion that deternfines what men mean), is to be ae< 
xomplifbed. 

-Gentlemen, in the country in which I am fpeaking, when a 
vacant throne was given (I am now alluding to the time of King 
William) by thofc, who, as they are ftated in the Bill of Rights, 
reprefented all the cftates of the people of this realm, to King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, they, who gave it, ceafed to have or to ex- 

* crcife the power of fovcrelgftty in that inftant, as every bwyer 
muftfpeak of it, in that inftant thefovercign power of this country 
became veftcd in the King and ^een upon the throne, to be exer- 
cifcd in legiilation, undoubtedly, with the advice and confent of par- 
liament, formed according to the law and cuftom of the country 
— incapable of being exercifed otherwife, and, as to the executive 
authority, exercifed under the control of provifions and limita- 
tions of the law and conftitution, and with the advice which, in 
every aft which the King does, makes ibmebody refponfible. 

I infift that the defign of confpiring to aflemble the people, 
who were to aftasa Convention of the people, claiming all civil 
. and political authority, or claiming power to alter, againft its will, -Tr 
|he conftituted legiflature, or a Meeting to form the means of bring- 
ing together fuch a Convention fo to aft, is an attempt to create a 
power fubveriive of the authority of the King and parliament, a pow- 
er, which he is bound by oath to refift at all hazards. But it will 
not reft here : Thjs will be fuflSciently proved s but evidence will 
^ikewife be offered to you as fatisfaftory to prove that the exprels 
pbjcft of calling this Convei^tion, die exprefs objcft of appointing 
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^ Committee of Conference and Co-operation, which was to de- 
vifc the means of conftituting fuch a Convention, was ultimately, 
^d Enally, and in their profpefk, the depojition of the King. 

Gentlemen, beyond this, and fuppofing it not to be provedj 
the indif^ment has charged as overt afits, a confjMracy, without 
the mean of a Convention, and not through that medium, 
depofe the King ; if that confpiracy is made out by other afte^^^ 
though neither a Convention, afiuming all political authority^^v 
nor a meeting to dcvife the means of calling a Convention, which^Hi 
Aould affumc all political authority, was intended, yet the Lidi ft - 
ment is made good* 

Gentlemen, tlie Indiflment further charges as an overt zGt of 
Compaffing the King's death, which without qucftion it is, the 
confpiracy to levy war ; I do not mean conftrudiive war. This 
I ftate, without queftion, to be an overt adl of compaffing the 
King's death. A rifing to oblige the King to alter his mcafurcs 
f government amounts to levying war within the ftatute. A 
confpiracy to levy war for this purpofe is an overt aft of com- 
paffing the King's death. If they confpired to form a reprefenta" 
five governmenty excluding the King entirely, which I fay is the 
fafl:, or, if they confpired not to form a reprefentative govern- 
ment, excluding the King entirely, but yet to compel him, by 
their own ftrength and force, to govern with others, and without 
thofe, which he chofe to remain with him, by whofe advice and 
confcnt alone he is fworn and bound to govern, I mean the great 
Council of the nation, the Lords in Parliament aflembled, the 
Commons in parliament aflembled, according to the conftitution 
of the country, and to fubftitute againft his will, and againft the 
will of the prefent conftituted authority of the country, another 
authority, formed on the principles of univerfal fuffrage and an- 
iL nual reprefentation, and fo formed without the authority of Par- 
liament, I muft fubmit to the Court, and to you, that confpiring 
to do this would be an overt a£l of treafon of depofmg the Kingi 
' jMid therefore of compaffing his death. 

Gentlemen, you will alfo obferve the indiflment has charged, 
iroof will be offered to you to make it out, that thefe objcdU 
. meant to'be carried by force, by adtiial force. 
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Gentlemen, the cafe, as I have hitherto reprefented it, is not 
a cafe aiming merely at intimidating the legiflature, and inducing 
it by an a<5 done, which was, according to the forms of the con* 
fiituiion, to bury the conftitution in its grave, to new-mould 
the fovereign power ; the cafe goes far beyond this ; ap^dicatioa 
io any (hape to Parliament was not only difavowed, but the very 
competency of Parliament, if applied to, to make a law to new* 
model the government, was difputed, and denied : the idea of that 
competency was held to be irreconcileable to the very principle 
upon which thefe peribns aiTembled. I mud however infift, and 
I mean to do it, with the full concurrence of my humble opintoo, 
that a confpiracy to compel the King, by force, againft his will, to 
give his aflent to an zQ, obtained from the houfes of Parliament in 
order to alter the government and frame of the conftitution of the 
country, whether it was obtained from the two houfes of parliament, 
or either of them, by overawing^ them, or not overawing them, 
that a confpiracy, by force, to compel the King, in the exercifeof 
the higheft and moft efiential a(9: of the fovereignty of this coun* 
try, in the adl ctf giving his confent to fuch an a£l, to compel, 
him, by force, to do that, is unqueftionably an overt zGt of treafoa 
in depoGng him, and in compafling his death. It is neither more 
nor lefe, to explain it in a word, thantofubftitutethe willof thofe, 
who confpired to force him, in the room of that Royal will, in 
which, and by which alone, the laws of this country, and die con- 
ftitution of this country have tiid that a bill (however obtained 
before it comes to him) ftiall receive the authority of a Statute. 

Gentlemen, I have thought it necellary to ftate thus much 
before I come to ftate the drcumftances of the cafe, and I will 
flate to you in a word why. It is not to be expe^ed by persons, 
who execute the great and important duty in die great and im- 
portant ftation, the fundlions of which you are now called upon 
to execute, that Counfel at the bar fliall be able to ftate to you 
law, that no man can queftlon the foundnefs of : nay, Gende- 
men, it 'is not to be expected by you that Counfel at the bar 
ftiould be able to ftate to you in all cafes law, which men of 
srave chara£ter» and excellent underftandingSj of great reafon, 
I and 
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atfcl great experience in their profeffion, may hot difputc'Atf 
ibuildnefs of. It is the duty of counfel, more particularly it i^* 
the duty of that couhfel, who ought to remember that, if, in' 
profccuting the fubje(a, he preffes him unfairly, hd bcttays in 
the mod cffential point the duty which he owes to the fovereign t 
it is his duty to endeavour faithfully and honeftly to explain, and 
expound the law, thit is, to apply to the fa£b of the particuhf' 
cafe, reafoning upon the law, according as he is able to do it» 
in the excrcife of painful induftry, exetted under the refleftiom 
tfiat he is under much obligation at IcSaft to efUkavour to repre- 

fent the law truly. 

it 

Gentlemen, I have thought it my duty, ih a profecutioil, tlie 
principles of which iiitereft the civil happinefs of all mankind, tcr 
mention di(lin£lly and fairly what are the principles upon which I 
proceed : I have no doubt, in my own nflnJ, but that I have ftated 
thefe do6irines as the law of England would (late them, and I 
claim from you and from the public that, in the fair exercife of' 
my duty, condu£led under fuch a fenfe and underftatlding of that 
duty, as I have now explained to you, you and they will do me 
the credit at lead to think, that the principles v^ich I have ftated 
are fuch, as I believe to be fanftioned by the law of England. 

Gentlemen, I fliall prefume for a moment, after having reacf 
to •you the indi(ftment, and given you that expolitionof it, which 
I humbly offer to your attention, that the law has (at leatt, ac- 
cording to my judgment, it certaiply has) been complied with in 
thefe refpc£ls, namely, the indi£tment has told you with fufiicient 
certainty what it is, that is meant to be imputed, as an overt SiSt 
of compaiEng the King's death. It is not neceflary to be dif-' 
puting that now, becaufe, if I have £uled in the due executioa 
of my duty in that refpe^l, the prifoner cannot be injured by iu 

Gentlemen, I have before faid to you that, in a cafe of high, 
trcafon, the evidence muft not only be convincing, but it mull 
be formal ; and, though the objc£k of the fecurity of the perfon 
and government of the King is the higheft objedk that the law 
has looked to, yet I muft, at the fame time, inform you, that 
the law, for the fecurity of the public, which is in truth part of 
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iSbe clt^tSt involved In the oije^ of the fecurlty of the perf&n and 
government of the King — is eflentially united with it-^and infe* 
parable from it — the bw has required not only that you (hall 
have one witneis^ if he were the moft credible man in the 
worlds to give convincing evidence of the fad, but that that 
oonvtncing evidence muft be rendered yet more convincing hj 
the teftimony of two witnefies ; that you (hould at leaft have one 
witneft to one overt zSt^ and another to another overt zCL of the 
lame fpecies of treafon. 

Gentlemen, having ftated to you the projeS, In a general 
way, to which I apprehend this indictment applies, I prefume 
that you may poffibly reafon thus : When this indidmenc 
charges that thefe perfons compared the death of the King, and 
to depofe him, that they confpired to afiemble a convention in 
defiance of the authority of parliament, to fubvert the rule and 
govemmen]; of the kingdom, againft the will, and in defiance of 
the leg^flature, to dethrone the monarch, reigning in the hearts 
of a great majority of his people, you will naturally alk, by ' 
what procefs was it, that fuch perfons, as thefe, could eSc€tu2te 
fuch a purpofe r When the indidlment charges, that they com- 
pofed a great variety of books, containing incitements to choolb 
perfons, as delegates, to compofe^a convention for fuch traitorous 
purpofes, in what language, you will naturally aik, 'could fuch 
incitements, to fuch a momentous proje£l, have been conveyed^ 
and to whom could that language have been addrefled ? When 
it charges, that they met, and deliberated among themfelvcs, 
together with diven other falfe traitors, at what time, in what 
manner, and in what place, it may be afked, have thefe people 
met to deliberate upon that project, for the accomplifhmcnt of 
which fo many perfons muft be engaged? By what meant 
were they to bring together the fubje£b of the country, to fend 
delegates to fuch a traitorous convention, to aflume fuch fove- 
reign power? This (on of queftion may be purfued. I (hall 
not porfoe it by ob&rvations upon every overt slSL in this in- 
diAment. 

Now, Gentlemen, my anfwer to this is a (hort one. I think 
h will be proved to your (atis&^on, that, as they meant, in- 
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Ac worJs of the a£l of parlijiment, to introduce that ryftem oiP 
mifcry and anarchy, which prevailed in France, they meant W 
introduce it by the fame means, to proceed upon the fame princi- 
ples to the fame end, and by the fame a£ts to execute the fame 
purpofes. 

Gentlemen, if the experience of Europe had not manifefted 
what has pafled in France, (and this projedl: might perhaps be 
brought from France into Great Britain by but an individual or 
t\vo,) if that experience had not (hewn us Mrhat has paflcd in 
France, to the deftru6tion of its old government — to the deftruc- 
tion alike of that government, which they fubftituted in the- 
loom of its old government — and which, in the lad ^St of its 
power, protefted againft the exiftence of clubs, as not poffible to 
cxift together with the fecurity of any Country, I fay, till the- 
fubverfion of government in France took place, and upon princi- 
ples, to a blind admiration of which in this Country, — -(a country 
which, under the peculiar favour of Providence, is alike in ita 
bleflings, as it is in its fituation, " to to dlvlfos orbe Britannos^** but 
in which we have found a difpofition to facriiice all thofe bleffings) 
•7-it could not perhaps have entered into the heart of man-— to 
conceive that a projedl, fo extenfive fhould have been fet on foot 
by perfons in number fo few-s— that a project, exifting almoft 
every where, (hould yet be vifible no where — that a proje^ 
Thould be fo deeply combined, and complicated, fhould exift to 
fuch an almoft inconceivable extent, fliould be formed with fo 
much political craft — it could not enter into the heart of man to 
conceive, that it fhould have exifted in any country, much lefs, 
that it was poffible that it fhould exift in this country of Great 
Britain to the extent in which I am fure, whatever your ver- 
di£l may fay upon the guilt of the prifoner, you will be fatis* 
fied it has exifted in this country. 

But the law of England does not require that any fuch cafe, 
as this, fhould be proved before you. If you are fatisfied that 
what the indidtment charges was imagined, and that a ft^ 
was taken to effeftuate that intent, it is enough — it is not tha 
extent, in which the projeft was proceeded upon — it is not the 
extent, to which the project was ruinous— -it is not neceflary ta 
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prbve, that the mean& were as competent to the end propofed, at 
they were thought to be, by thofe who ufed them. No, Gen- 
tlemen, the providence of the law fleps in upon their fir ft motion, 
whether they furnifli themfelves with means adequate or inade- 
quate to their purpofes — the law fteps In then, conceiving its 
providence at that moment to be ncceflary for the fafcty of the 
King and the fccurity of the fubje£t» 

The.projedl, the general chara£ler of whicli I fliall give you, 
proving it by the particular fa(£U, and applying the particular 
fadls (for I have no right to give you the general projedt, unlefs I 
can fd apply the particular fd&s) to the perfon now accufed, 
feems to me to have been this. Imported from France in the 
latter end of the year 1791 or 1792, by whom brought hither it 
doc^ not much matter, the intent was to conftitute in London, 
with aflSliated focieties in the country, clubs which were to govern 
this country upon the principles of the French government, the 
alledged unalienable, imprefcriptible rights of man, fuch, as they 
arc dated to be, inconfiftent, in the very nature of them, with the 
being of a king, or of lords, in a government — depofing there- 
fore, the moment they come into execution, in the a£l of 
creating a fovereign power, either mediately or immediately, the 
King, and introducing a Republican government with a right 
of eternal reform, and therefore, with a profpedt of eternal revo- 
lution. 

Gentlemen, we have all heard of a club called the Jacobin 
Club at Paris. This, with its affiliated focieties, however im- 
poffible it was thought that it fhould efFcft fuch things, however 
wild the man would have been thought. Into whofe head fuch 
an imagination could have entered as that it could cfFeft them, 
firft overfettheoldconftitution, then introduced another, which 
could not exift upon the principles which gave it birth, and has 
finally introduced government after government, till it has at laft 
left the country in that undefcribable ftate of things, in which we 
now fee it. 

Gentlemen, tlie great end of the perfons concerned in this 
projeil, though not altogether vifible, or not much difclofed up- 
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br\ its firft formation, was, when they had fufficlently diflxifpj 
their principles through this country, by artifice, by union, by 
combination, by aflBliation, by fraternization (tbofe who 
formed the projed, wlioever they were, endeavouring to force it 
into execution by means which perhaps would (hock the mindl 
of men that are not ahvap dwelling upon political fubje£^), to 
aiTemble a convention of delegates from clubs, to a ffume th e 
^wer of the people, fupported in the aflumption and exercife of 
tharpower by the individual members of the a£Eliated focieties, 
and by their combined ilrength. 

Gentlemen, we have no ocpafion in this caufe to be difput« 
irtg upoft abftraft queftions, as to the power of the people to 
change their government. I ftate to you that the intention vras, 
to affemble a Convention of delegates from thofc clubs, to atflume 
the powers of government. The people, the infinite majority 
of the people, adverfe to any change, diflinguifhing between 
abufes in the admin iflration of the government, and vices in tho 
' form of the government adminiftered, nay, ardently attached to 
the old government, mull have been averfe to have been fub- 
dued by a Convention of delegates from thefc focieties, who 
• meant to have affumed the rcprefentation of the people, and to 
have exercifcd the powers which they ftated to be inherent in 
ihofe whom they profeffed to reprefcnt. 

Gentlemen, it is not dIflScult to conceive, after what has hap- 
pened in faft in France, how it ihould happen that the opinion 
of thefc fraternizing focicties fhould have the force of the will of 
a majority of the nation, though they conllituted a vaft and in- 
finite minority indeed. You will find, in the evidence to be 
laid before you, that it was pcrfedlly underftood how this might 
be by thofe who are named in this indidlnicnt. The great bulk 
of the community, engaged in diflFerent purfuits, are therefore 
incapable of being combined in oppofition to the execution of a 
purpofe, which is to be brought about by great bodies of men, 
tliat are combined. I need not give you a ftronger inftancc of 
that than this. It is within the memory of moft of us living» 
. that a few thoufand men in St. George's-fields, combined in one 
purpofc, reduced this metropolis to an abfolute ftate of anarcby* 
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a ftatE in which no government exifted. If any man had been 
a(ked, a fortnight before the event to which I am now alluding, 
is it poffible for four or five thoufand men to aflemble in St. 
Gcprge's-fields, and to rob and plunder every body they choofc 
• in London and ten miles round it ? That would have been 
thought utterly impoflible — but yet it happened — why ? becaufe 
a combination of the few will fubdue the many, who are not 
comBiRed;* and with great facility ; and combined bodies of men 
have had, as you will find, an exiftente in this country, to an 
extent which few men had any idea of. 

You will find them organized, prepared for emergencies, and 

exigencies, relying upon their own ftrength, determined to a£t 

upon .tibeir combined ftrength, in a fyftem of afting together, 

in fome inftances afling with a fecrefy calculated to elude ob- 

fervation — in other inftances, proceeding, by diredUy contrary 

means, to the fame end, reprcfenting their numbers as greater 

than they were, and therefore increafing their number by the 

very operation of the influence of the appearance of ftrength 

upon the minds of others, without a poffibility that that mifre- 

prefentation fhould be fet right. You will find them inflaming 

-the igncx'aot, under pretence of enlightening them ; debauching 

their principles towards their country, under pretence of infufing 

political knowledge into them ; addrefling themfelves principally 

to thofe whofe rights, whofe interefts are, in the eye of the 

law and conftitution of England, as valuable as thofe of any 

men, but whofe education does not enable them immediately to 

diftinguifli between political truth and the mifreprefentations 

held out to them ; working upon the paflions of men, whom 

Providence hath placed- in the lower, but ufeful, and highly 

refpe^ble fituations of life, to irritate them againft all tliat its 

■ bounty hath bleffed.by afligning to them fituations of rank and 

;pTOperty ; reprcfenting them as their opprefibrs, as their enemies, 

.as their plunderers, as thofe, whom they fliould not fuffcr to 

exift; and, in order at the fame time to fhut out the polTihility 

i^cane&ing original error, or redlifying the opinions of thofe 

whom they had fo inflamed, mifmformed, debauched, and 

miiled, not admitting them into thefe affiliated focieties till they 

had fubfcribed tefts — the principles of which they were not to 
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examine after they had been admitted, but the principled of 
which they were to carry into execution, when aflembled in a 
convention — to carry into execution thofe principles, as a<fling 
for the people, by a great majority oi whom they were held iti 
utter deteftation. 

Gentlemen, to (ay that an a£t done was meant to be done, 
as a means taken in the execution of fuch a project as this is, 
till the perfon, who takes it, thinks the fcheme pra6licable# 1 ad- 
mit is not reafonable, but undoubtedly you may think it pra^-> 
cable long before it is really fo. Now, you will be abundantly 
fatisfied, that ihefe confpirators thought that the time was now 
come— that the tinle for a Convention, which had been the ob- 
]t&, of anxious expe£lation, doubting for a year or two wbetb^ 
it would ever be gratified, that that time was now come, and the 
meafures taken v\rere taken upon that fuppofition — that the time 
was now come, which, if not laid hold of now, would be loft 
for ever. 

Gentlemen, the people of this country have in general a 
rooted attachment to its government. The public opinion of 
government is in this country, as well as in every other, iti 
principal fupport ; and therefore it became neceflary to infiife^ 
where fo much could be fafely fuggefted, where the mind was 
prepared for it, an opinion that the form of the Britifli govern- 
ment was radically vicious-^that it was founded in principles of 
oppreflion — that it was founded in the deftruSion of natural, 
imprefcriptible, and unalienable rights.-^With others, you will 
find, they thought it neceffary to ufe a little more caution- 
not to alarm them, but to humour their attachment to the 
form of the conflitution ; by taking advantage of well meaning 
ignorance, under pretence of inftrudting it, to enlift them alfo 
alike in the projedt of deftroying that conflitution to which 
they were attached. To them, therefore, the form of the govern- 
ment was not fpoken of ill terms which they might underftand 
to be a condemnation of it, though they were really fuch, but 
by making ufe of general expreffions, fuch as obtaining " a 
"full and fair reprefentation of the people in parliament" — ** a 
*« full reprefentation of the people,'* fometimes without mention 
of parliament — never with actual mention of the King and 
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Lords, as co-cxiftlng together with parliament— by ofing terms, 
which certainly may mean what it may be contended in the de- 
fence they did mean — but terms the fame in their expreffion, 
certainly the fame in their import, as thofe, which were ufed in 
every aft which pafled in this country during the time of the 
Commonwealth, when we neither had King nor Lords — that may 
fignify a government exifting without Lords or King, by de- 
claring the obtaining fuch a reprefentation of the people as ne- 
ceflary to the natural unalienable imprefcriptible rights of man, 
as ftated by Mr. Paine ; by thefe means and artifices they at- 
tempted to engage in their fervice the phyfical ftrength of men, 
who might not, and did not difcover the real nature of the plan, 
which that ftrength was to be employed in executing — wh^ 
had not information enough to difcover what the reprefentation ' 
was meant finally to do or to execute. . But you will find the 
perfons mentioned in this indidlment had no doubt about it. — I 
mark thefe circumftances to you becaufe, in the evidence, that 
is to be laid before you, (and I am now ftating the general cha- 
nuSler of the evidence, and not the principles upon which the 
charge is made) — in the evidence to be laid before you of the 
plan for the execution of thefe purpofes, fbme very remarkable 
particulars occur; and when you come to decide upon this cafe, 
I humbly beg your attention to thofe paniculars ; fome very re- 
markable particulars will occur. 

You will find that the leading clubs, by which I mean the 
Conftitytional Society, judging of its condudl for the purix)fc 
of this caufe, though in fome other cafes we muft go further 
back, but, for the purpofe of this caufe, judging of its conduft 
from about the beginning of the year 1792, and the London 
Correfponding Society, which was formed, whether created, I 
will not fay, but which was modelled by fome leading members 
of the Conftitutional Society, and received its corporate exift- 
ence, if I may ufe the term, as it will be proved, under their 
own hand-writing — moft diftinftly from the hand-writing of 
fome, who yet belong, and fome, who have ceafed to belong to 
the Conftitutional Society ; thefe leading focicties, you will find, 
cnlifting into their aflSliation many focieties in the country^ 
compofed of men who exprefled their doubts as to the views of 
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thcfe focieties in London— who exprefled their fears as well as 
their doubts about thofe views — who required information as to 
the purpofes of thofe focieties in London — fomc of thefe fckdc- 
ties in the country profeffing one fet of principles, fome another ; 
but all afliftance is taken that is offered : accordingly you will 
fee that the London focieties enlift perfons who profefs ** that 
** they ought to fubmit to no power but what they have them- 
*« felves immediately conftituted :" — to thefe they give anfvren 
couched in dark, cautious, prudent, but fatisfaflory and intel- 
ligible terms : thofe, who profefs ftill to have attachments to 
the Monarchy of the country, and who exprcfs apprehetifiom 
about its fafety from the principles of the London focieties, and 
the conflifting principles of various country focieties, they footh 
i into fraternization, by telling them that all would be fet rt^t 
f ** by a full and fair reprefentation of the people in parliament;'* 
{ a name which was given to the Commons under Cromwell, as 
well as to the legitimate parliaments of this country at diflfercnt 
periods, without telling them either what thefe words meant, 
or how that parliament was to operate to reconcile thefe diflSa:- 
cnces, which you will find amounted only to the differences be- 
tween an attachment to an abfolute republic, and an attachment 
to a limited monarchy. 

They enlift alike thofe, who exprefled a wiih to know whe- 
ther they propofed to reform the Houfe of CommonSy and thofe 
who wifhed to know whether they intend to rip up tnonarchy by 
the roots ; their anfwers were calculated to fatisfy each of them, 
to fatisfy whatever might be the difpofition of thofe, who ad- 
drefs the queftions to them, requiring information upon fubjefts 
fo totally different. 

Gentlemen, this is not all : You will find again that, for 
thcfe purpofes, publications upon the government of the coun- 
try, which are alluded to in this indiSment, and which will 
be given to you in evidence, that publications upon the govern- 
ment of the country were adopted by thofe focieties as their 
own, and circulated, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, in a mafs, 
round the country, circulated in a mamier, that totally deftroys 
the liberty of the prefs in this counUy— Th« libeity of the prefe 
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in this country never ought to "be under an undue corre£lIon 
of the law, but it muft always be, for 4he fake of the people, 
fubjed to the corredkion of the law : You will find that thefc 
publications are either brought into the world with fuch a fe- 
crefy as baffles all profecution, publifhed without names of 
authors or of printers, publiflied by contrivance, I am forry to 
fay by contrivance publiflied in the dead of night, (though they 
are the works of men who have talents to ftate th^m to open 
day, if fit to be ftated to open day,) and publiflied in quantities, 
which make the application of the wholefome provifions of the 
law utterly incompetent to the purpofe of allowing the correc- 
tion of the law to be as frequent as the commiiEon of the 
offences againft it has been. 

Gentlemen, with refpeft to many of thefe publications I may 
take notice of what has happened in the hiftory of this country, 
»nd though no m.an wiflies lefs to talk of himfelf than I do, 
yet I am fpeaking in the prefence of many, who have heard 
me both in court and in parliament refpedting tholb publica- 
tions (to which I allude, and which will be offered to you in 
evidence) exprefe the difficulty that my mind Uboured under to 
concede that fuch a publication as the Addrcfs to the Addreflcrs, 
was not, according to law, an overt aft of high treafon. — It 
did appear to me that the publication of tlie book called the 
Addrels to the Addreflcrs was an overt adi of high treufon, for 
the purpofe of depofing the King ; at leaft I thought it re- 
quired an ingenuity and fubtlety, much beyond that which be- 
longed to my mind, to ftate fatisfaftory reafons why it was not 
fo, but there were reafons fatisfaftory to thofe who can judge 
better than I can, and therefore that -book was treated only as 
a libel — but when I come to fee it, as conncdlcd with this mafs 
of publications, which is alluded to in this indiftment, as con- 
ne£ted with meafures that I have to ftate to you in the courfe 
of opening this caufe, and as connedled with the projeft which 
this indidment imputes to depofe the King, I fay it is either 
moft diftindt evidence of an ov«rt adi of high treafon, or it is 
an overt z& of high treafon itfelf. 

Gentlemen, you will alfo not fail to obferve ^and I ftate, 
that as a general feature and charadler of the evidence that I 
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have to lay before you) — ^the malignant art, and, if I may fo 
cxprcfs myfelf, the induftrious malignity, with which difcon- 
tent has been fpread by thefe two focieties in London, and the 
means of fpreading it have been ftudioufly and anxioufly tau^ 
from fociety to fociety : — the means of fpreading fedition, frdh 
as from London, in every town, all with reference (for thoy 
are not material, if you do not find they had fuch a refer- 
ence) to the final accomplifliment of the fame purpofc : Yoa 
will not fail to obferve, how the paflions and interefts of in- 
dividuals have been aflailed and taught to be aflailed, accordii^ 
to their ftations in life — not merely upon government, but for 
the purpofe of fub verting government — upon tythes — com bills 
—taxes — game laws — imprefs fervice — any thing that could be 
reprefented as a grievance, as well as the government itfelf, 
and to this intent — that, in aid and affiftance of each other, 
focieties, as they exprefled it, " might overfpread the whole 
" face of the ifland," and " that the ifland might become 
** free" — You will mark their expreffions — " by the fame 
** means, by which France became fo." 

Gentlemen, in ftating to you the charaSer of the evidence, it 
is neceflary for me to make one obfervation, and it is the laft I 
fliall trouble you with : it is with refpeft to the principles upon 
which conftruftion is to be given to the written evidence that 
will be adduced in thi$ caufe. Now, I defire to ftate this to your 
minds as a principle perfefUy reafonable, in the adminiftratioa of 
juflice, towards men who are called upon to anfwer for offences, 
that the language, which they ufe, ought to be confidered accord- 
ing to its obvious fenfe. If the language admits, and naturally 
admits, of a double interpretation, it muft then be confidered 
according to the nature of the principle y which that language is 
calculated to carry into execution ; each paper mull be confidered 
with reference to the context of the feme paper, and with refeif- 
cnce to the contents of all other papers, that form the evidence pf 
the tame fyftem, which the paper produced is meant to prov^. 

Now, if you fhould find that, in detailing the objefts of this 
Society, in detailing what they meant to do, and in detailing how 
they meant to execute what they meant to do, they (hould in 
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fe<5 have dated that they meant neither that which was legal; 
nor that which was conftitutional, nor that which was other 
than treafon, it will he in vam that they have thought fit (for 
the greater prudence, the greater care, and the greater caution, 
which you will have moft abundant evidence to prove they exer- 
cifed occafionally) to aflert at other times, when they have ufed 
general language, that what they meant to efFeft was legal, and 
that they meant to effeft it in a legal and conftitutional manner. 
It will become them, who have the defence upon their hands, to 
ftate to you . how, in a legal and conftitutional manner, thofc 
things could be done, which were intended to be done, and which 
this indiftment ftates were intended to be done, if I prove to your 
fatisfaftion that they were intended to be done by the means and 
inftniments, which the indiftment refers to. 

Gentlemeh of the Jury, their principle, as you will find, was, 
that equal aftive citizenfhip is the right of all men, and that, 
upon this principle, their reprefentation of the people was to be 
afked for. Now, it requires no reafoning to ftate, that a reprefenta- 
tion of the people founded upon the principle of equal afkive citi- 
zenfhip of all men muft form a parliament into which no King, 
nor Lords, could enter. There is an end of equal aftive citizen- 
ship the moment that either of them exifts, according to my con- 
ftru6lion of equal aftive citizenfliip, and according to their cort- 
Jirudiion of it ; for they ftate that the efFedt of it is a reprefentative 
government. But it is not enough for me to tell you that, in rea- 
fpnipg, this is the confequence ; it is a circumftance to be taken 
into your confideration ; but I fay I fliall fatisfy you, if I am 
bound to go further, that the application of the principle of equal 
aftive citizenfliip, according to them^ was to be the foundation of 
a reprefentative government y rejecting the King and Lords put 
of the (jftem. The principles were the principles upon which 
the conftitution of France, in the year 1791, was formed: the 
principles of that conftitution were the principles of equal adtivc 
citizenfliip : they attempted indeed to preferve a King in the 
conftitution, and to form what I may c^U a royal democracy : 
but I fliall prove to dea>opftration, th^t the leaders of thefe clubs 
in London knew that that conftitution could not exift, that their 
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principles led them to a diftin<a knowledge that that conftitution 
could not exift : it was in the month of Auguft 1792 entirely 
overturned ; ai:>d you will find from the tranfaftions of this So- 
ciety in the months of Odober and November 1792, unlefe I 
miftake the eflFe6t of the evidence, the cleareft demonftration that 
thefe focieties meant in applying thofe principles, which they 
themfelves ftate had deftroyed the exiftence of a King in France^ 
(becaufe they muft deftroy the exiftence of a King in any coun- 
try) you will find that, fi-om Odlober 1792 at leaft, thefe Ibcie- 
ties meant to deftroy the King in this country, and that this was 
the natural eflFedl of their own principles, as they underftood 
them. ^ 

Gentlemen, you will now ^ve me leave to ftate to you, as 
well as I can, and as intelligibly as I can, the mafe of evidence, 
and the cafe which I have to lay before you. 

The particular a6t, the nature of which will be to be explained 
by all the reft of the evidence, which has led to the includii^ 
thefe particular perfons in one indictment, arofe out of a letter, 
dated the 27 th of March 1794, which was written by the pri- 
foner, then the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society^ 
to the Society for Conftitutional Information. The words of it 
are thefe : 

" I am direded by the London Correfponding Society to 
-** tranfmit the following refolutions to the Society for Conftitu- 
*« tional Information, and to requeft the fentiments of that So- 
*• ciety refpefting the important meafures which the prefent 
** jundlure of affairs feems to require. The London Corre- 
** fpondlng Society conceives that the moment is arrived ;" mark 
the words ; for, in the reft of what I have to ftate, you will 
frequently hear of the time to which that alludes — ** when a full 
** and explicit declaration is neceffary from all the friends of free- 
** dom, whether the late illegal and unheard of profecutions and 
** fentences ftiall determine us to abandon our caufe, or (hall ex- 
** cite us to purfue a radical reform with an ardour proportionate 
*< to the magnitude of the objedt, and with a zeal as diftin- 
" guiflied on our part as the treachery of others in the fame 
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«' glorious caufe is notorious. The Society for Conftitutional 
** Information is therefore required to determine whether or no 
*• they will be ready, when called upon, to a6t in conjunftion 
** with this and other focieties, to obtain a fair reprcfentation rf 
** the people." Gentlemen, give me your attention prefcntly 
te what they conceive to be a fair reprefentation of the people, 
when I dotoe to llate the refolutions which they tranfmit! 
" • Whether they concur with us in feeing the neceffity of a 
** fpeedy Convention for the purpofe of obtaining" (then they ufe 
tlic words) " in a conftitutional and legal method" — of the 
tStSi of which you will judge prefently, for the method will 
not be the more conftitutional and legal for their calling it fo, if 
the method is in faft unconftitutional and illegal—" a redrefs of 
** thofe grievances under which we at prefent labour, and which 
** can only be effedlually removed by a full and fair reprefenta- 
** tion of the people of Great Britain. The London Corre- 
** fponding Society cannot but remind their friends that the pre- 
** fent crifis demands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, 
** that ever may or can be exerted by men or Britons ; nor do 
** they doubt but that manly firmnefs and confiftency will finally, . 
** and they believe (hortly, terminate in the full accomplifhment 
« of all their wiflies." 

They then refolve, and thefe refolutions are inclofed: " ift, 
«* That dear as juftice and liberty are to Britons, yet the value 
•* of them is comparatively fmall without a dependancy on their 
** permanency, and there can be no fecurity for the contmuance 
** of any rights but in equal laws." 

** ad, That equal laws can never be expefted but by a full 
** and fair reprefentation of the people ; to obtain which, in the 
** way pointed out by the conftitution" — you will fee what that 
is in the third refolution — " has been and is the fole objeS of 
** this Society : for this we are ready to hazard every thing, and 
** never but with our lives will we relinquifh an object which 
*' involves the happinefs, or even the political exiftence, ofour- 
** felves and pofterity." 

** 3d. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that, to 
** fecurc ourfdves from the future illegal and fcandalous profe- 
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** cutions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft (entenoev 
** and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws which have been 
•* wrejfted from us, and of which fcarccly a veftige remains**-— 
Gentlemen, you will permit me to call your attention to what 
the objefls were which were to be accompliflied — " there ought 
*' to be immediately" — what? — ^^ a Convention of the peopk l^ 
** delegates deputed for that purpofe from the different focieties of the 
*' friends of freedom.'*^ And what are the purpofes which this 
convention, which they themfelves reprefent as a convention of 
the people, are to execute ? Why they, the delegates, forming a 
convention of the people^ are to recal thofe wife, wholefome laws, 
which they fay have been wrefted from them. Before I have 
done, I fhall prove diftindUy that this is the meaning of the paf- 
fagc, and the meaning of the paffage will be to be collefted fix)m 
tlie whole of the evidence undoubtedly, not from this particolar 
part of it. 

The Conftitutional Society, there being prefent at that time 
fix of the perfons mentioned in this indi£tmcnt, withput any de- 
liberation whatever, upon a proportion fo material as this is— 
and therefore it muft be left to you, upon the whole of the evi- 
dence, whether it is fairly to be inferred or not, that this, like a 
great many otlier papers of the London Correfponding Society, 
really came from the Conftitutional Society— they immediately 
ordered that their Secretary (hall acquaint the London Corre- 
fponding Society, that they had received their communication, 
that they heartily concur with them in- the objefls they have in 
view, and that for that view, and for the purpofe of a more 
fpeedy and effedlual co-operation, they invite them to fend to this 
Society, next Friday evening, a delegation of fome of their 
members. 

Without now going into the particulars of what followed 
upon this, give me leave to ttate, that fome members of the So- 
ciety, included in this indiftmcnt, were named to compofe that 
delegation ; that there was named at the fame time a Committee 
of Correfpondence of fix members of this Society ; that after- 
wards the London Correfponding Society formed another Com- 
mittee j that the two Committees met; that the two Com- 
mittees 
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tnitte^ flaeeting, came to a determination that this projeft of 
calling a Convention of the people fhould be carried into cffeft ; 
and then, that a joint Committee of co-operation of both Societies 
was formed by refolutions of both. 

Having ftated what happened upon the 27th of March I794» 
and connefting it, as I (hall do prefently, with the very Angular 
fa£k, which you will find alfo happened in that year, you will 
give me leave, in order to fliew what the true conftruflion of this 
ai^ IS, as well as to ftatethe grounds upon which the indiftment, 
even without this aft, charges a confpiracy to depofe the King 
—you will give m6 leave to ftate the tranladlions of thcfe So- 
cieties from the month of March 1792. 

Gentlemen, in or about the -month of March 1792, — whether 
liefore thalt time the London Corrcfponding Society had exifted 
or not, feems to me to be dubious, and therefore I will make no 
afiertion of that one way or other ; but, fuppofing it to have 
exifted, it will be made extremely clear that this Society exifted 
at that time without a conftitution, as they call it, and was in- 
debted to a Gentleman of the name of Tooke for the conftitu- 
tion under which the Society was modified, and was indebted, 
I think, to a Gentleman of the name of Vaughan, for his aflift- 
ance in the compofition of the code of its laws. 

The firft correfpondence that I find between the Conftitu- 
tional Society and the London Correfponding Society, which I 
have to ftate to you, is inihe communication of the principles of 
the Correfponding Society, fent with a letter figned by the pri- 
foner at the bar, which letter is in the following words ; " I am 
♦* ordered by the Committee to fend to the Society for Conftitu- 
** tional Information in London a copy of our motives for aflb- 
** dating, and the refolutions we have come to : we mean to 
•* perfevere in the caufe we have embarked in, that is, to have 
** (if poflible) an equal reprefentation of the people of this nation 
'* in parliament." 

I obfcrve here for a moment that you will not be furprifcd, 
•when. I get to the conclufion of this bufinefs, that this cautious 
language was ufed in the cutfet; it will be for you to judge 
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vphethcr a ftudied caution is fairly imputable to the language. It 
proceeds thus : " We fliould be exceedingly happy to enter into 
•* a ccMTefpondence with that Society, if it is not too much pnc- 
** fumption in us to expeft fuch an honour ; but, as our .caufe 
•* is one, we hope that they will deign to take fomc notice of 
•* us, who are now entering upon a matter of fuch vaft im- 
•* portance.*' . 

This is extremely condefcending language on the part of Mr. 
Hardy to the Conftitutionai Society : it accompanies the refolu- 
tions of that Society, which refolutions purported to be figned 
*' Thomas Hardy, Secretary." It happeiied, by an accident 
not very eafy to be accounted for at prefent, and, notwith- 
flanding which, I ftiall prove diftinftly to you that the refolu- 
tions are the aS of Mr. Hardy ; that this fignature— " Thomas 
*' Hardy, Secretary" — is a fignature, as I am inftrudled) in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Home Tooke ; that is, Mr. Hardy, in the 
London Correfponding Society^ fends the refolutions of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society (apologizing extremely for the liberty' 
he takes in prefuming to fend them) to the Conflitutiolial So- 
ciety, the fignature to thofe refolutions bearing the*naaie of 
. Thomas Hardy in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke : Whether 
thofe refolutions were finally fettled by that Gentleman or not I 
do not know, but you will find that there exifts a paper which 
contains, I think, diftinfl: evidence upon the face of it, that thofe 
refolutions have been fettled, with a good deal of deliberation, by 
the fame Gentleman whofe hand-writing occurs in the figna- 
ture which I have been ftating. 

Gentlemen, before thefe refolutions were fent, and before I 
. flate the matter of them to you, you will allow me to mention 
. that there had been a correfpondence between other Societies and 
the Society for 'Conftitutionai Information, of fuch a nature, as, 
in order to make this cafe intelligible, will require fome observ- 
ations from me, and fome attention from you ; it is the corrc- 
fjpondence of other Societies, but which correfpondence I ihall 
xronnedl in fuch a manner with the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, as in faft to make the a£ts of the other Societies the z&s 
of that Society; 
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Upon the 23d of March 1792, wi|h a view to fliew you what 
were the principles of this Conftltutional Society, I muft ftate 
tliat they come to a refolution, ** That the thanks of this So- 
" ciety be given to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his moft mafteriy 
** book entitled The Rights of Man, in which not only the ma- 
** levolent fophiftries of hireling fcribblers are detefted, and ex- 
*♦ pofed to merited ridicule, but many of the moft important and 
•* beneficial political truths are ftated fo irrofiftibly convincing as 
*' to promife the acceleration of that not very diftant period, 
** when ufurping borough fellers and profligate borough buyers 
** (hall be deprived of what they impudently dare to call their 
** property — ^the choice of tlie reprefentatives of the people. 
** The ConftitutionaJ Society cannot help exprefling their fatif- 
** fa<Stion that fo valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
** member of that Society, and they fmcerely hope that the 
** people of England will give that attention to the fubjefls dif- 
" cufied in Mr. Paine's Trcatife, w hich their manifeft import- 
** ance fo juftly deferve." 

Then they refolved, for what purpofe you will judge of, when 
I come .to ftate to you the fubfequent evidence in this bufinefs — 
** That the foregoing refolutions, and all future proceedings of 
** this Society, be regularly tranfmitted by the Secretary to ail 
** our Correfponding Conftitutional Societies in England^ Scot^ 
*^ lanelf and France, 

Now, Gentlemen, as I (hall prove what the book was to 
which this refolution alluded, I ftiall take the liberty at prefent 
to ftate, in a few words to you, as far as they afFedl the exift- 
enceof a King in this country, thofe fubjeds, which, according 
to the language of this refolution, the Conftitutional Society 
fmcerely hope that the people of England would give attention 
to, as difcuffed in Mr. Paine's firft book. In that book thcfc 
dodlrines, with refpefk to Great Britain, are laid down : ** A 
** conftitution is not a thing in name only, but in faft ; it has 
** not an ideal, but a real exilience ;" and you will find this ex- 
tremely important, becaufe in the rcfult of the whole evidence 
that I have to lay before you, it will appear that they did not 
only diftinftly difavow making any application to parliament, 
but the competence of parliament to do any thing by way of re- 
y form. 
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form, becaufe the country had as yet no conftitution formed by 
the people. Mr. Paine proceeds : " Can Mr. Burke produce 
" the Englifh conftitution ? If he cannot, we may fairly con- 
** elude that no fuch thing as a conftitution exifts." 

After ftatlng that the Septennial Bill fhewed that there was no 
fuch thing as a conftitution in England, the book ftates a further 
fad, not immaterial, that the bill, which Mr. Pitt brought into 
parliament fome yeaTs ago to reform parliament, was upon the 
fame erroneous principle, that is, upon the principle that parlia- 
mcnt was able to reform ttfelf. With refpeft to other fubjefb, 
to which the attention of the people of England was called, you 
will find that this book, fpeaking of modes of government, (and 
this is alfo extremely material with reference to the conftni6tion 
of what is afterwards to be ftated to you) reprefents that " the 
** two modes of government which prevail in the world are, 
** firft, governments by eledlion and reprefentation ; fecondly, 
** governments by hereditary fucceffion : the former is generally 
*' known by the name of republican, the latter by that of mo- 
** narchy and ariftocracy." 

He divides Government into Government by eleAion and repre- 
fentation ; a reprefentation founded upon eleftion, and elc£kion 
founded upon univerfal fufirage ; and Government by hereditary 
fucceffion. He then ftates that, from the revolutions of America 
and France, and the fymptoms that have appeared in other coun- 
tries, it is evident the opinion of the world is changing with re- 
fpeft to government, and that revolutions are not within the 
progrefs of political calculation ; and that the Britifh government, 
not exifting upon the principles he recommends, is not a govern- 
ment exifting upon fuch principles that a nation ought to fub- 
mit to it ; and that the parhament of the country is not able /• 
form a governmem^ that will exift upon thofe principles. 

Gentlemen, it is a very remarkable circumftance, as it ftrikes 
me, that, though various Societies had exifted in other parts of 
Great Britain, till about the time of the formation of the London 
Correfponding Society, none of thefe Societies had afked or in- 
vited the affiliation with the London Conftitutional Society, 
which you will find they all afk and all invite about March 1791, 

whether 
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U'heAer by management or not, I do not pretend to determine, 
it will be for you to judge ; but they all afk and all invite affilia- 
tion with the Conftitutional and Correfponding Societies, as foon 
as the latter is formed. 

Upon the i6th of Slarcli 1792, you will find a refolution of 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, which ftates and re- 
turns thanks for a communication from Manchefter, figned 
** Thomas Wallcer,PrefuIent,'* and ** SamiTel Jackfon, Secre- 
*• tary ;" in which " they return the thanks of the Society to 
** Mr. Thomas Paine," (who appears to have been a member, 
a vifitor of this Conftitutional Society) " for the publication of 
" his Second Part of the Rights of Man, combining )>r/Wi/>/f and 
** pra^'tcey I fhall endeavour to ftate to you in a few words 
what is the combination of tlie praftice, ftatcd in the Second 
Part of the Rights of Man, with the principle in the Firft Part, 
** a work (they fay) of the higheft importance to every nation 
** under heaven, but particularly to this, as containing excellent 
** and pradticable plans for an immediate and confiderable reduc- 
•* tion of the public expenditure, for the prevention of wars, for 
" the exteniion of our manufadtures and commerce, for the edu- 
** cation of the young, for the comfortable fupport of the aged, 
** for the better maintenance of the poor of every defcription, and, 
** finally, for leffening, greatly, and without delay, the enormous 
•* load of taxes, under which this country at prefent labours.'* 

** That this Society congratulate their country at large on the 
** influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to have had 
** in procuring the repeal of fome oppreflive taxes in the prefent 
** fcffion of parliament ; and they hope that tliis adoption of a 
** fmall part of Mr. Paine's ideas will be followed by the moft 
"•* ftrenuous exertions to accompli ih a complete reform in the 
** prefent inadequate ftate of the reprefentation of the people, 
** and that the other great plans of public benefit, which Mr. 
** Paine has fo powerfully recommended, will be fpeedily carried 
** intoefFcdl." 

Now, Gentlemen, as Mr. Paine's plan for the remedy of the 
prefent inadequate ftate of the reprefentation of the people was 
alluded to, and this book was alluded to, which combined " prin- 
** ciple" and " praftice," and as it is ftutcd that tlie other great 
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plans of public benefit, ^hich he had fo powerfully rccom* 
mended, would be fpeedily carried into effcdt, it will be ncceflary 
to flievv you, from this letter, what were thofe plans for the re- 
medy of the inadequate ftate of the reprefentati6n of the people, 
and other plans of public benefit, which this Society, receiving 
the thanks of the Conftitutional Society^ hoped would be carried 
intoeiFedl. 

Gentlemen, I do not take up yoor time in dating the paflagcs 
to you, but reprefent to you the fubftance of that book 'r that it 
is a book diftinftly and clearly recommending the depbfition of 
the King : if the paflages in that book do not prove that ajQTer- 
tion, there is no evidence that can prove any aflertion : it is a 
book, moreover, which not only puts the King out of the fyftem 
of the Government of the country, but, according to which, if a 
perfe<Sk Reprefentation of the people is to be formed, it is to be 
formed not by a parliament exifting in a country— in which that 
Gentleman llates that no conftitution exifts — not by that parlia- 
ment, which he ftates to be totally and abfolutely inadequate to 
the great work of forming the conftitution upon' the rights of 
man and equal aftive citizenfliip, which he recommends : it is a 
"work, which calls upon the people of England to do themfelve* 
juftice in another way of proceeding, and to form a Conftitution 
for themfelves before they can have any government, which is ta 
cxift upon true principles. There is then, I fay, in the begin- 
ning of this thing, a dcvelopement of thcfe purpofes ; and I fay, 
beyond that, that if I undcrftand the effeft of evidence at all, I 
fhall fatisfy you that thofe, who voted this refolution of thanks, 
knew that the principles there referred to, were principles, that 
would have this operation, and meant that they fliould have this 
effca. 

The next thing I have to ftate, which I fhall not go through 
very particularly, is contained in a refolution of the Conftitu- 
tional Society (the members of which, fome of them^ I fhall 
prove to you, began to leave the Society about this time, flating 
diftinSly that they underftood its principles to be now different 
from the principles it had formerly afted upon, and to be fuch. 
principles as I have ftated) entered into upon the 23d of March 
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^7^1. They refolved that another communication, which Is 
from Sheffield, fhould be publiflied in the Morning Chronicle, 
and in feveral other nevvfpapers, which they mention. • 

With refpeft to the communication from Sheffield, (and it is 
a remarkable thing that, from Sheffield, and from Norwich, they 
fhould be writing, on the fame day, for the fime purpofe — that 
the Societies of Sheffield and Norwich might be affiliated with 
tlie London Conftitutional Society, and the Sheffield people were 
To anxious about it, if it were their own act and deed, that they 
wrote more than one letter in order to afk it) it is to this eflcft : 

" It is now about four months fuicc this Society firft formed 

** itfelf into a regular body ; they were then but very few iri 

*' number; the inclofcd wuU inform you of their incfcafe, and^ 

** which is moft probable, will foon become very numerous ; 

** and not only this large and populous town, but the whole 

** neighbourhood for many miles round about have an attentive 

*' eye upon us : mod ofthe towns and villages indeed are forming 

** themfelves into fimilar aflbciations, and ftridly adhere to the 

*' moda of copying after us : you will eafily conceive the necfcf- 

** fity for the leading members of this body to pay {lri6l attention 

** to good order and regularity, and the need we have of confulting 

** and communicating with thofc, who are fmcerc friends and able 

** advocates for the fame caufe ; for thefc rcafons, we took the li- 

*' berty to write to Mr. HorncTooke, that worthy friend and pa- 

•* triotfor the rights of the people, informing him of our earned 

*' detre of entering into connexion with the Society of the fame 

** denomination of ours in London ; his very obliging andafl'cc- 

** tionate anfwer favours us with your addrcfs; in confcquence, 

*' we have taken the liberty herewitli to tranfmit to you fome re- 

*« folvcs^ which were paffcd at our laft meetings by the whole 

*• body, and the committee was charged witli the difpatch of 

*' printing and forwarding them to you accordingly, for the 

** purpofe of fubmitting them to the conlideration of your So- 

*• ciety,.to make ufe of them as they think moft prudent. You 

** will alfo notice the Belpar addrefs : they applied to us about 

** two months ago fof inftru£lions as to our mode of condu£ting, 

** &c. had not then formed themfelves into any regular aflbcia- 
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** tion. Belpar is nearly thirty rhiles from this place in Def^ 
" byfhite, and eight or ten rriiles from Derby^ 

** If the Society for Conftitutional Information in Londoii 
** fliould vouchfafe fo far to notice us, as to enter into a con- 
" nedlion and correfpondence with us, it cannot fail of promot- 
*' ing honour, and adding ftrength to our feeble endeavours, ani 
** to the common caufe, which is the entire motive wc have in 
** view.'* 

They thfcn, upon the 14th of IVlarch 179I, knowing that 
there was a connexion between the London Conftitutional and 
London Correfponding Society (and that they fhould know that 
faft on the 14th of Match, which is fixteen days before the 30th, 
when Mr. Hardy fent to Mr. Tooke the refoliitions which were 
figned in thei name of Mr* Hardy by Mr. Tooke, as a commu- 
nication to him that there was fuch a body as the London Cor- 
refponding Society, is a circumftande thalt aflfbrds obfetvation) ; 
they then add, that " we have taken the liberty of enclofing a 
<* parcel for Mr. Hardy, in anfwer to a letter from him to this 
** Sodety, reqiiefting fome information concerning Our method 
** of conducing the bufinefs We are embarked in, &d. alfo in- 
*< forming us there are in London a number of mechahics, fhop- 
" keepers, &c. forrfiing themfclvcs into a Society on the broad 
** bajis of the rights of man. You will be fo obliging as to let 
** the packet remain with you until he call for it, as by this poft 
*' I have wrote him thereof. We have given him our manner 
*' of proceeding from our fettirtg out to this time, and hope it 
" may be of fome ufe. The improvement we are about to 
** adopt is certainly the beft for managing large bodies, as, in 
*' great and populous towns, viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
" or meetings of ten perfons each, and thefe ten to appoint fl 
*' delegate; ten of thefe delegates form another meeting, and (o 
"on, delegating from one to another, till at laft they are ro- 
** duced to a proper number for conftituting the Committee cp^ 
*' Grand Council. " . 

There is anotlier letter of the fame date, which has a remarfe* 
able circumftance- about it. It is addreffed to the Conftitution^^-A 
jSocicty. Gentlemen, it ftatcs that '* this Society (that is, th^^ 
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fame ^leffield baety) <^ fcdxogf as they do, the grievQ» cf^ 
f* &Sb of the preCbpt ibte dei^ aod abufe of our cmmtrj^^*-^ 
(the y^ofii OTi^mlly in this letter was conftitufifm, but the word 
conllitiitiqa, xxtt bdi^ that which was liked^ by ibme very od4 
^uxident in Ae letter ftom Sheffield, the word €awurj^ in thp 
liand-wridng of Mr. Tookct is fnbflitul^ fi>r an/HttaUtt)-^ 
** the great and heavy oppref&qns» which d^e cominon peapl^ 
** labour under, as the natural confequence of that corruptipii, 
^< and at the timejbeing fenfible to a degree of certainty, thaf 
** the public minds and the general fentiments of the people ^ 
** detemuned to obtain a radical reform of the country,^ jag, 
will mark thefe words, ^* as foon as prudence and difcretion mQ 
^* permit, bdieves it their duty to make ufe of every prudent 
** means, as far as their abilities can be extended, to obtain io 
^ £ihitary and defirable an objed, as a thorough refbrmation qJF 
** our country,*' die word country being in the hand-wridng 
agstto of Mr. Tooke, ^* eftabliflied uppn that fyfbm, which is 
** confiflent with die rights of man'* — ^(or thefe reafons they 
date dieir forming into clubs, as die former letter did, and diey 
condnde thus — ^* that being thus flrengthened, this fociety may 
f * be better enaUed to govern itfelf with more propriety, and to 
^ render affifbnce to their fellow-cidzens in this neighbourhood, 
** and in parts more remote, that they in their turn may exteiKi 
^f ofeftil knerwledge floU further feom town to villagje, and fix>m 
y village to town* until the wiiolc nation be (ufficiendy oa- 
M lightened and united 19. the (ame cauie,. which cannot fiiiLof 
'^ being the cafe^ wherever the moft excellent works of Mr. 
H Thomas Faine find refidoice." 

Thofe works are the works which have held an hereditary 
monarchy, however limited, to be inconfifient with the rights 
of man; which have held the conflituuon of parliament in diis 
country to be incooiiftent with the rights of man ; and thofe 
works, upon, the principles of that inconfifkncy, have held even 
the p^rli^meot itfelf incompetent to ceCorm any abufes in goyero- 
ment. 

The paper they tranfin^t ftates as a fsu5l, that the number of 
■members at Sheffield were in March 1792, two thoufand. That 
the Conilitutlonal Society in Lond(Mi. and the Conflitutipnal 
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Society at Sheffield, thus numerous, fliould have hadnoconncC* 
tbn by affiliation till the 14th of March 1792, though, on that 
14th of March 1792, it appears that the Sheffield Society had 
had correfpon<ience, atid had become cohneScd with the London 
Cofrrefponding Sofciety, prior to the London Correfpondmg 
Society fending the paper I before (bted to the Oonftltutional 
Society, is fomewhat remarkable. 

The paper proceeds thus: "This fociety, compofed chiefly 
** of the roanufadurers of Sheffield, began about faur months 
'* ag9^ s^nd is already increafed to nearly two thoufand mem- 
bers.'* In this letter, dated March 14, 1792, they ftate it to 
have amounted to two thoufand, exclufive of neighbouring 
towns and villages, who were forming themfelves into funilju: 
fbcieties. They then ftate the principles upon which the fo- 
cieties are formed, and that " they have derived more true know- 
*' ledge from the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, entitled 
*' Rights of Man, part the firft and fecond, than from any 
" author on the fubjeft. The pradUce as well as the principle 
*^ of government is laid down in thofe works, in a manner fo 
*' clear and irrefiftibly convincing, that this fociety do hereby 
** refolve to give their thanks to Mr. Paine for his two (aid 
*' publications entitled Rights of Man." 

Gentlemen, I beg your pardon for addreffing you fo much at 
kngth on this cafe, but I feel it my bounden duty to the public, 
to you, and to the prifoner at the bar, to warn you fully of the 
whole of it. There is nothing which, I am fure, would more 
certainly happen than that I fhould go, not only out of this 
court, but to my grave, with pain, if I fhould have ftated to you 
in a proceeding of this nature the doSrines of Mr. Paine, 
otherwife than as I think of them. If that is meant to be inti- 
mated^ that we may have no difpute about them, and that we^ 
may not mifunderftand what is that principle, and that pradice, 
to which the paiTage I have now read, alludes, you will allow 
me to read a few paflages out of this fecond part of the Rights of 
^an, faid to contain both the principle and pra£tice of govern^* 
ment, and then I a(k you what thole muft have intended, with 
refped to the government of this country, who meant to uke 
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2RJ Aep in ord^r to malcc a change ia it, in fuch a way 9$ t'he 
:^ prindple and pradlice laid down in that book would require them 
D^l to make it, recolleding that the government of this country is 
T'l agoverjiment confifting in a King, having an hereditary crown, 
together with lords aod commons, forming a parliament accord- 
ing to the laws and conftitution of England. 

Now, that author, in the j6rfl: place, exprefles a great deal of 
wbat poffibly may be differently thought of by other perfons, 
but what I cannot calj good will to the people of England — for 
he fays, " that during the time of the American war, he was 
" ftrongly impreffed with the idea, that if he could get over to 
" England without being known, and only remain in fafety till 
*' he could get out a publication, that he could open the eyes 
" of die country with refpedl to the madnefs and ftupidity of 
*' its government." 

Let us fee in what that madnefs confiftcd according to him : 
having ftated in his former book that a government ought to 
cxift in no country, but according to the principles of the Rights 
of Man — ^he repeats again the diftinftion he had ftated in his 
former book, between what he calls the two fyftems : he fays, 
" that the one now called the old is hereditary, either in whole 
" or in part," which is that of England; *' and the new is en- 
" tirely reprefentative," — that is a government confifting of 
a commons houfe, if you choofe fo to call it. — We know, that in 
1649 ^^^ niling government in this country was called a parlia- 
nient, called a commons houfe, and it was then enacStcd, that 
if any perfons fhould attempt to put a King into this country, 
theylhould be deemed traitors, with much lefs of ai) overt adt 
roanifcfted, than is neceflfary at this day. Again it is ftated, " an 
*' heritable . crown, or an heritable throne, or by whatever 
'* fanciful name fuch things may be called, have no other figni- 
" ficant explanation than that mankind are heritable property. 
** To inherit a governmeijit, is to iriherit the people, as if they 
" were flocks and herds.** 

** Hereditary fucceffion Is a burlefque upon monarchy. It . 
** puts it in the moft ridiculous light by prefenting it as an office, 
** which any child or idiot may fill. It requires fome talents to 
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•* be a common mechanic, but to b^ a King r^uircs only the 
" animal figure of man, a fort of breathing automaton. This 
*^ fort of fuperftition may laft a few years more, but it cannot 
*' longrefift the awakened reafon and intereft of man;" then, 
*' in wliatever manner the feparate parts of a conftitution may 
*' be arranged, there is one general principle, that diftingT;uflics 
♦' freedom from flavery, which is, that all hereditary govern- 
** mcnt over a people is to them a fpecies of flavery,. and repre- 
** fentatiye government is freedom;" then, fpeaking of the 
crown of England, that crown, in which, according to the law 
and conftitution of this country, according to its principle and 
praftice, is veiled the fovereignty in the manner in which I have 
ftated it, he fays, " having thus glanced at fome of the defers 
** of the two houfes of parliament, I proceed to what is called 
♦* the crown, upon which I fliall be very concifc." • * 

** It fignifics a nominal ofiice of a million fterling a year."— 
Again, Gentlemen, give me leave to obferve that this, which 
has been fo often detailed for the worll of purpofes, cannot 
but be known to thofe who know any thing of the conftitu- 
tion of the countjfy — (I charge nobody elfe — thofe, who 
know any thing of the conftitution —I charge not thofe who 
do not know it) — to be in fubftance a grofs mifrcprefcnta- 
tion — " the bufmefs of which confifts in receiving the money. 
** Whether the perfon be wife or foolifti, fane or infane, a na- 
^' tive or a foreigner, matters not. Every minifter a6ls upon 
*« the fame idea that Mr. Burke writes, namely, that the people 
*' muft be hoodwinked, and held in fuperftitious ignorance by 
*' fome bugbear or other; and what is called the crown anfwef.^ 
** this purpofe, and therefore it anfvvcrs all the purpofes to b? 
♦/ expefted from it," 

Gentlemen, in another part of this work, you will find thn-* 
Mr. Paine was very well aware of what thefe Sheffield corre^^ 
pondents were aware of, if they were the compofers of the letted ^ 
to which I have alluded ; that the principles, laid down in tH^ 
conftitution of France, which thefe two books were to recoirm ^ 
mend, and the principles, ftated in Paine's firft book, were abfcr-^ 
lutely inconfiftent with the conftitution ilfelf of France, asi*^ 
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gifted at that moment ; and Paine prophetically (he would not 
have had common fenfe if he had ftated it otherwife), even in 
the beginning of 1792, when he pubhihes this book, forctels 
th?it the government of France with a King a part of it, upon 
his principles, and the principles profeffed by the conftitution of 
France, could not exift: he forefaw that in Auguft 1792, and 
I will prove, that ihofe perfons, who were thus approving the 
principles and practice of Paine, knew that a King could not 
cxift confiftently with thofe principles ; and they adopted them ,^^^ 
therefore, 35 we iniift, in order that a King ihould not exift ia 4^ 
this countr\\ 

Gentlemen, thefe refolutions, being received perhaps from 
SheflSeld, a ftep is taken upon them in the Conftitutional Soci- 
ety, and a ftep, which gives an authenticity to the book I have 
in my Hand, namely, the book of their proceedings, which is 
remarkable enough, for in this fociety's book there are thefe 
refolutions, which are fuppofed to be received from Sheffield, 
wafered to the book, and then with a view of a publication of 
them, you will fix your view to a publication of them, in the 
Morning Chronicle, World, Poft, Times, Argus, Englifli 
Chronicle, and General Evening Poft, for the purpofe of cir- 
culating the principles of Mr. Thomas Paine, and for the pur- 
pofe of circulating the reprefeiitation, which is made in thefe 
refolutions. There is firft of all in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing,— 
*' Society for Conftitutional Information^ London^ March ixd^ 
*' 1792. ^is fociety having received the following and other 
*' communications from Sheffield^ viz.^^ — his hand-writing — then, 
" March 14th, 1792," — ^his hand-writing — then the words 
** two thoufand members^'* fcored under, I cannot fay by him, 
but by fomebody, I fuppofe for the purpofe of being printed in 
italics ; and there is at the conclufion of this minute in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Tooke, 

" ^at the fccretary do return the thanks of this fociety to the 
" fociety for Conjiitutional Information ejlahlifhcd at Sheffield^ and 
'* that he exprefs to them with what friend/hip and affedlion this 
" fociety embraces thcm^ as brothers and fellow labourers in the fame 
" caufe-y"* — of principle and pradlice I fuppofe. ** ^at he do af 
" fure them of our entire concurrence with their opinion^ viz. that 
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^* the people of this country are not, as Afr. Ji/trie terms thrmf 
**yiv/W;'*— the writer of thii mud have known very well the 
fenfc in wliich an improper word, 1 rc.ulily admit, wai ufcd by 
the pcrfon to whom he now alludes,—-** hut rational heinp^ better 
•* qualified to Jlparate truth from error than bimfelf p^JPJfing, tn^ri 
•* honejly, and lefs craft.*' 

<* Rejolved, that this fociety will on Friday next ^ March jiy?, 
•• halht for the twelve affociated members recommended by thi 
^* Sheffield committee, and approved at this meeting,** — Thci> this 
|iaj>er is thus ordered to he puWiihcd for the primary puq>ofe, I 
fuhmit, of recommending that principle and pra6tice, which 
makes the Sheffield people ** fellow labourers'* with the Con- 
ftitutional Society in the fame caufe of principle and pradlicc, 
9nd which both, in the principle and pradice, was aimed at tho 
Jcftru6Vion ot the government of the country ; of that hereditary 
jnonnrchy, which hiinc reprefents as tyranny ; of that limited 
monarchy, whiclj he rcprefenta as tyranny \ and for the purpofa 
of recommending that uprefcntative pvemment^ which, 1 fay, if 
the true fcnfc of all the words which thefe people ufe : hut thl$ 
\% not all—you will obfervc, that this paper of refolutions wa* 
accompanied by a letter, in which letter there is alfo the hand- 
writing of Mr. 'J ooke, and that the paper ftates that two thou- 
fand members belong to the fociety at Sheffield, and that this 
number \% to l)e ftated by publication, ay the numhir of perfous 
belonging to the fociety at Sheffield. In another puhlicatioi^ 
they are ftated to amount to two thoufand four hundred — in No- 
vember 1793, it is Aated, that they were many thoufands : nov^ 
you will fee from the witnefles, fome of thefe correfpondcnts^ 
tlicfc able m<:n^ who are fo little corrupt, in the courfe of exami- 
nation — you will fee, unlcfs I am mirtaken in the efic6t of th^ 
evidence 1 have to otVer, the truth of an obfcrvation that 1 made, 
that n^anklnd vvrrc to be milled, and focieties were tp be invited to 
|)c created, by the mifreprcfentation of numberii, and by giving to 
cxifting focieties a colour in that refpedl, which did not belong 
to them ; for to this hour, after all the pains which has been 
taken with the Sheffield people (and what pains you will hear), 
thofc pcrfons, who were two thoufand, have nut yet arrived to 
|)ut about fjL>v hundred* 

3 Gentlcmcni 
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Gcatlcmen, this Society, having in this letter exprelTed an 
inclination that they fliould have fome afTociatcd members in tlio 
Conftitutional Society, that affiliation begins in the Conftita- 
tional Society in London, which I have alluded to, and accord- 
ingly you will find, that upon the 31ft of March, twelve perfonj 
were ballotted for as from the Sheffield Society, and became affo- 
ciatcd members of this fociety ; you obferve, that this letter had 
ftatcd from Sheffield that they had received before a communica- 
tion from Mr. Tooke, and Mr. Tooke after^vards v/rites a 
draught of a letter which is fent to them, in which he ftatcs, 
" 1 am dircfted by the Society for Conftitutional Informatioii 
** to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and to exprefs to 
** you that very great pleafure and fatisfaflion which they re-« 
" ccived from your communication ; the fociety have unaai- 
** moufly elected twelve" (here follow the names of the pcrfons,) 
** as aflbciated members of this fociety." — Thefe perfons being cer- 
tainly, Gentlemen, extremely refpedbble men as fubjefts of Great 
Britain, but, at thf fame time, men, that, one wonders a little, 
(hould, upon fuch a purpofe as this, without a little more in- 
ft^uftion being infufcd into their minds, have been aflbciated as 
members into this fociety — *' and we flatter ourfelves, that 
** when any bufmefe or other occafion ftiall lead any of thofe 
gentlemen to Lrondon, they will be kind enough to honour 
the fociety by their prefence, and give us an opjxjrtunity of 
Cementing that friendfliip between vs, which all the 2:ealous 
friends of public freedom and the happlnefs of mankind ought 
to feel and exercife tov»rards each other. 

** P. S. I am defired by Mr. Home Tooke, to requeft each 
of the aflbciated members to honour him by the acceptance 
of the books which accompany this letter;" — which were, I 
•^Ppreh^nd it appears, fo many parts of the Rights of Man. 

Gentlemen, upon the 24th of March, 1792, a paper appears 
^^ have been fent to the Conftitutional Society from a neft of 
Societies, the United Conftitutional Societies at Norwich : this 
^'^"^s the 24th of March, 1792, and it appears, as I am inftru£led^ 
^hat the words ** 24th Afunh, 1792," are alio in the hand- writ- 
ing of Mr. Tooke. 

«* At 
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** At a meeting of the delegates of the United Conilitationa] 

•* Societies, held the 24th March 1792, at the Wheel of For- 

** tune, St. Edmund*s, in the city of Norwich, it was nnani- 

♦* moufly agreed to communicate to the gentlemen of tM 

** London Society for Conflitutional Information, the fbllowifli 

•* refolutions: 

i 
" ift. We are happy to fee the fuccefs of the Sheffield Socictf 

^* for Conflitutional Reform, and apprpye of the delegations, 

** which you and they have made in order to form a plan ci 

** general information. We humbly beg that you would gmnt t6 

<^ us the fame favour ; and it is our w\ih, that all the focictics 

*♦ of a fimilar kind in England were only as fo many members 

** ftroiigly and indifTolubly united in one political bo4y. 

" 2dly. We believe that infVruffeing the people in poEtical 
** knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, 
•i IS the only effeilual way to obtain the grand oh]eSt of reform, 
*' for men need only be made acquainted with the abufa of 
•* government, and they will readily join in every lawful means 
** to obtain redrefs ; we have the pleafure to inform you that our 
♦^ focieties confift of fome hundreds, and new focieties are fre- 
*^ quently forming, which, by delegates, preferve a mutual in- 
♦' tercourfe with each other, for mutual inftruftion and infor- 
*' mation ; and the greateft'care has been taken to preferve order 
** and regularity at our meetings, to convince the world that 
♦^ riot and diforder arc no parts of our political creed. 

*' 3dly. We believe, and arc firmly pcrfuaded," (and if any 
man thought fo he had a right to fay fo if he pleafed,) " that 
** Mr. Burke, the once friend of liberty, has traduced thegrcatcft 
** and mofl glorious revolution ever recorded in the annals of 
** hiflory ; wc thank Mr. Burke for the political difcuflion pro* 
** voked, and by which he has opened unto us the dawn of * 
** glorious day. 

" 4thly. To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks are efpecially 
" due for the firft and fecond parts of the Rights of Man, and 
** we fmcerely wifh that he may live to fee his labours" — that 
is the deftrucSlion of hereditary government and limited moAaX' 
chy, and confequently the government of England — ** crowned 

<( with 
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«« with fucccfs in the general dilFufion of liberty and JiappincA 
^' among mankind." 

Gentlemen, this letter does not appear (though the words, 
the 24th of March, are in the hand-writing of Mr. Topke) to 
have been read in the Conftitutioual Society till the 14th of 
May, 1792, when they read this letter, and alfo another, whidi 
I will now ftate to you, from the fociety called the Norwich 
Revolution Society, 

^* The Norwich Revolution Society wiihes to open a com- 
•* munication with you at this time, when corruption has ac- 
** quired a publicity in the fenate, which exadb from the 
** honour of the Britifti nation renewed exertions for parliamen- 
** tary reform — without prejudging the probable event" — (this 
is a material paflage, when you conne£l it with what is found in 
other fubfequent papers) — ** even of fuch an application to the 
** legiflature, the fociety is willing to circulate the information, 
** and to co-operate in the meafures, that may feem beft adapted 
** to further fo defirable and fo important an end ; it is willing 
V to hope the redrefs of every exifting grievance at the hands 
** of a government refuhing from an extraordinary convocation 
*' in 1688 — an extraordinary convention of all, who had at 
** any preceding time been elefted reprefentatives of the people, 
** aififted by the hereditary counfellors of the nation, and a 
** peculiar deputation from the metropolis ; which national con- 
** ftituting affembly caihiered for mifconduft a King of the 
" Houfe of Stuart." 

The opinions and principles of tl/is fociety are beft ex- 
plained by an appeal to tlieir literary reprefentative — ** To 
** James Mackintofh, author of the Vindiciaj Galicae, the fo- 
** ciety offers the tribute of its approbation and gratitude for the 
** knowledge, the eloquence, and philofophical fpiiit, with which 
** he has explained, defended, and commented on the Revolu- 
** tion of France ; it hefitates to affent to this only of his 
•* opinions — that there arc but two intcrcfts in fociety, thofe of 
** the rich, and thofe of the poor — if fo, what chance have the 
** latter ? Surely the interefts of all the induftrious, from the 
** richeft merchant to the poorcil: mechanic, are, in every com- 
*' munity, the fame to leGcn the nuir4bers of the unproductive, 

** to 
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•* to whofc maintenance they contribute, and to 60 Aw^y fuch 
■* inftitutions and imports as abridge the means of maintenance 
** by refifting the demand for labour, or by (baring in reward, 
** as the means moft conducive to this comprehcnfive end, the 
** Norwich Revolution Society defires an equitable reprcfenta- 
•* tion of the people. 

" The Rights of Man by Thomas Paine, and the Advice to 
*' the Privileged Orders by Joel Barlow," a book which I (hall 
give in evidence, and tlicretbre fliall ftate fome paffages from 
prefently, ** have alfo been read with attention and circulated 
*' with avidity." — Now Barlow's book you will find is, in the 
pliiincft and moft unequivocal language, as I underftand it, an 
exhortation to all people to get rid of kingly government, and 
addreCTed more particularly to the two focieties I have mentioned, 
as containing the fubftance of the bufinefs, in which they are 
interefted, as you will fee when I come to ftatc the tranfa£lions 
of Odober J 792. 

*' The Rights of Man by Thomas Paine, and the Addrefs tci 
** the Privileged Orders by Joel Barlow, have alfo been read 
** with attention and circulated with avidity; they |>oint out 
** with clearncfs moft of the abufes which have accumulated 
*' under the Britilh government ; they attack witli energy moft 
** of the prejudices which have tended to perpetuate them*" 

Now, how any man living could thank thefe people without 
informing them tliat, if they really meant well to their country, 
they muft be ignorant in tlic extreme, or fomcthing worfe, if they 
could reconcile cither the Rights of Man or Joel Barlow's book 
on the privileged orders with the principles of that Convention 
in i683, which is the foundation of the liberties of this country, 
is to me quite incxplicai)]e. But, after ftating the conftitution 
of this country, in a letter fabricated with great art, there follow 
the twelve names of the intended aflbciated members from Nor- 
wich, and the defcription of fome of thefe twelve happens alfo, 
from a fmgular circumftance, to be in the hand-writing of 
Mr. Tookc. Then this fociety returns thanks to the focieties 
at ShcflBcld and Norwich for thefe communications. 
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The refolutlons of the London Correfpondlng Society, which 
I told you were fent on the 3Cth of March, arc to this eflecl. • 

** Refolved, That every individual has a right to (hare in the 
** government of that fociety of which he is a member, unlefe 
** incapacitated.'* 

** Refolved, That nothing but non-age, or privation of rea- 
** foa, or an offence againft the general rules of fociety, can io- 
•* capacitate him." 

** Refoh'ed, That it is not lefs the right, than the duty of 
•* every citizen, to keep a watchful eye on the government c^ 
** this country, that the laws, by being multiplied, do not degc- 
** nerate into oppreffion, and that thofe who arc intrulled with 
** the government do not fubftitute private intereft for public 
** advantage." 

** Refolved, That the people of Great Britain are not pro- 
•* perly reprefented in parliament." 

** Refolved, that in confequence of a partial, unequal, and 
•* inadequate rcprefentation, together with the corrupt method 
•* in which reprefcntatives are elected, opprefTive taxes, unjuft 
** lawSy reflridlions of liberty, and wafting of the public money, 
*' have enfucd." 

** RefcJved, That the only remedy to thofe evils is a fair and 
** impartial reprefentation of the people in parliament." 

** Refolved, That a fair and impartial reprefentation can 
** never take place until paitial privileges are aboiifiieJ, and tlie 
** flroHg temptations held out to eledlors aflbrd a prcfumptive 
*• proof, that the reprefcntatives of this country fcldom procure 
" a feat in parliament from the unbought fuffrages of a free 
** people." 

" Refolved, That this fociety do exprefs tiielr abhorrence of 
** tumult and violence, and that as tlicy aim at reform, not 
" anarchy, reafon, firmnefs, and unanimity, be the only arms 
" they employ, or perfuade their fellow citizens to exert againft 
^ abufe of power." 

Gentlemen, 
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6cntIcmcA, In tKls, which I have now read to you, I am 
"Willing, if you pleafc, that you fliouid conftrue every word d 
it, though certainly it is not confident with the principles of 
Britifh government, upon this principle, that thofe, who fettt 
that paper to the Conftitutional Society, if it even was fert 
there at all, really underftood it to be confiftent with the prin- 
ciples of the Britifli government, and I claim no credit for the 
veracity with which I affert, that this' confpiracy has exifted, 
irnlefs I (hew you by fubfequent a£ls of this fociety, that, at 
this moment, they meant what Mr. Paine fays, in t)rinci|)le, 
and praftice, is the only rational thing; — a reprefentative govern- j 
ment ; the dire6l contrary of the government, which is cfta- ! 
lifhed here. 

You will find, by what I (hall lay before you, that there '• 
was a fociety in Southwark — To this fociety the Lbndon Cor- 
refponding Society, in a letter which I have to read to you 
prefently, ilated their adoption of all Mr V^inc^s prinaples^ witk 
a view, as I think, to the praHice recommended in his works ; 
this fociety alfo received the thanks of the Conftitutional Society 
for a communication which I am about to ftate to you ; and 
the London Correfponding Society afterwards entered, as it 
feems to me, into a combination with them, upon the principles 
ftated in that communication : I fay it is impoflible, attending 
to thefe fa<Ss, for any man who reafons fairly, to doubt that 
the principles of the London Correfponding Society and of the 
Conftitutional Society was to form a reprefentative government in 
this country. 

A declaration from a fociety in Southwark was read :— 
** Refolved, That the thanks of this fociety be given to the 
*' Southwark Society for the following communication, and 
*' that it be publifticd in the newfpapers :" 

*' April ig, 1792, at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark — 
*« Refolved, That we do now form ourfelves into a fociety for 
*' the ditFufion of political knowledge." 

" Refolved, That the fociety be denominated the Friends of 
the People." 

«« Refolved, 



** Rcfolved, that the tollowing be the dec!aration of this 
** Ibciety" — which is the preamble to the cotiftitation in FrantcCi 
in the year 1791. 

" Conlidcring that ignorartce, forgetfulnefs, or contempt of 
** the rights of men;' are the fole caufcs of pvrblic grievances, 
** and the corruption of government, this fociety, formed fol 
** the purpofe of inveftigating and aflerting thofe rights, and of 
** uniting our efforts with others of ouf fdlow-citiiens for 
** corredlirtg national abufcs, and reftraining unneceflary and 
** exorbitant taxation, do hereby declare — • • 

** Firft, That the great end of civil fociety is general hapr 
** pinefs. 

• " Secondly, That no form of government is gpod, any further 
" than it fecures that objed. 

** Thirdly, That all civfl and political authority is derived 
** froih the people" — ^that people, of whom they were after- 
wards to form a convention. 

" Fourthly, That equal aftive citizenfhip is the unalienable 
** right of all men, minors, criminals, and infane perfons, ex-« 
" cepted." ^ ... 

' Now will my friend difpute with me whatthefe principles, 
according to the ideas of thofc, who ftate tiiem, lead to? 

** Fifthly, That tlie exercife of that tight, in appointing an 
** adequate reprefentative government*^ — That is the government, 
which Mr. Paine tells you, rejects every thing that is hereditary 
— is what ?— *' the wifeft device of human policy" — not only 
that, but it is — " the only fecurity of national freedom." — 
Then, is not that a direfl affertion, that the Britifli government 
exifts upon principles not reconcileable with the principles of a 
government that can have any fecurity, or fuch a fecurity as 
it ought to have for general freedom ? 

The Society for Condi tutional Informatibn return their 
thanks upon that alfo, and then thofc perfons who Write this 
letter fay farther in the fame paper — 

« We call upon our fellow-citizens, of all defcriptions, to 
" iofUtute focietics for the fame great purpofe"-rthat is, the 

H purpofe 
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purpc^b of intrcdacing rqirefentative goirernmeat**'* and ^ 
** rccommooA a general oorrefpondence with cadi oiher"«<-bix( 
attached and riveted to the Conftitutional Society— ^^* and with 
^' the Society for Cdnftitlitional Infornuttioh in London, as the 
^< beft means of cementing the common union, and of dixeft* 
*^ ing with greater entrgy our united efibtts to the {ame eooh 
" mon obje^." 

What were the objeds of this Ibciety ? You will find that 
the oh^eSti of this (bciety were the objedb of the Conftitutional 
Society ; and you will find prefentty, that they wefe the objeAs 
of the Correfponding Society : — The Conftitutional Scteicty !«• 
folved, " that every focliety, defirtng an union, 6f corrcf p oind- 
<< ence with this, and which doth not profeis any principles 
«* deftfuAive to truth or juftlce" — ^now this gives octrafion fcr 
the firft remark I have to make upon language—*** or ftibverfive 
'* to die liberties of our couiitry i but which, cfn the contrary, 
^* ieeks, as vre do, the removal 6f cksrruption from the legilk* 
** ture and abufes from the government, ought to bcf, and we i 
** hope will be embraced with &e moft brotherly afft£lion an! | 
*« patriotic frieildftiip by this fociety/' 1 

I crbferve upon this, that all this handfoiiie languatge is fct* j 
fedly confiftent with this principle, in the minds of thofe wha \ 
write it, and they do not venture to explain it, becaufe I think | 
they durft not explain it — with this idea in their niinds^ that | 
thofe principles were deftf udlive of truth and jtfftice, were fab* 
verfive to the liberties of the country, which were principles in 
oppofition to thofe of Mr. Paine ; and that all praf^ice, that was 
in oppofttion to the praftice he recommends, was tubverfivc to 
;Jie liberties of the country. 

I cotne now to a circumftance or two, which lead mc to 
ftate flK>rtly what will be proved to be the original conftitution 
of the London Correfponding Society — the plan, (thq efficacy of 
which had been tried in France, and which men, who came i 
from that country, were probably well acquainted with) — was, j 
to unite, firft, fmall bodies of men— as foon as they (;aoae to J 
a greater number, to divide them into fmaller parties, and lb I 
to fpread themfelves by degrees, (as you will find in tfie letten, ] 
was the purpofe of thefc focieties) from town to town, fltimTil- 

3 1>P 
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kige to Village, from hamlot to hamlety till, as they explain It^ 
there fhould not be an unenlightened man in the country. 

The Conftitution of tfie London Correfponding Society wad 
formed upon this principle ; it will appear froiti the written evi- 
dence -which will be produced to you, that a Gentleman of the 
name, I think, of Felix Vaughan, was appointed a delegate upon 
the 30th of April for No. 63 ; that Mr, Hardy confultcd him ; 
andy being alfo appointed to form a Conftitutional code of laws 
for the London Correiponding Society, Mr. Hardy confulted him 
upon that fubjcd. The preamble* to the refolutions which formed 
their conftitution was this, " Whereasitis notorious that very nu- 
*• menoos bunlenfome and unneccflary taxes are laid on the perfons 
** and &milies of us and others the induftrioys inhabitants of Great 
" Britain, an exceedingly greatmajority of whom are, notwith- 
•* ftanding, excluded from all rcprefentation in Parliament; and 
" as, upon inquiry into the caufe of this grievance, which is at 
** once an obftrufUon to our induftry, and a diminution of our 
*» property, we find that the conftitution of our country, which 
" was purdiafed for us at the expence of the lives of ourancef- 
** tors, has, by the violence and intrigue of criminal and de- 
" figning men> been injured and undermined in its moft ellential 
•* and important parts, but particularly in the Houfe of Com-? 
" mons, where the whole of the fuppofed rcprefentation of the 
** people is neither more nor lefs than an ufurped power.*' 
(I hope, Gentlemen, it cannot be required that I ftiould con- 
tend againft fuch an affertion in this place; if a court of 
law in this country has not loft all the charafler that be- 
longs to law, and how that ufurped power was ever to 
be employed as an organ in the conftitution of that new 
reprefentative body that this Society aimed at, confiftent with 
dieir own principles, remains to this moment unintelligible to 
me)—** artftng cither from abufes in the mode of eleftlon and 
" duration of Parliaments, or from a corrupt property in certain 
** decayed corporations, by means of which the liberties of this 
" nation are bafely bartered away from the bribed profit of the 
•* Members of Parliament : and as it further appears to us, that, 
" until this fource of corruption fliall be clcanfed by the deter- 
**. miaation, perfevenince, firmnefs, and union of the people at 
*' large, we are robbed of the inheritance fo acquired for us by 
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** our forefathers, and that our uxes, inftcad of being leffcncd^ 
♦« will go on increafing, as they will fumifti more bribes, places, 
" and penljons, to Alinifters and Members of Parliament : we 
*/ therefore, having refolved to unite ourfclves into one firm and 
" permanent body, for the purpofc of informing ourfelves and 
** others of the exa£l fbte of the prefent parliamentary reprefcn- 
** tation, for obtaining a peaceful but adequate remedy to this 
intolerable grievance, and for correfponding and co-operating 
" with other Societies, united for the taanc objcAs, have unani- 
" moufly adopted the following regulations for the internal order 
" and government of our Society." They then ftate their regu- 
Utions ; and their conftitution having been thus formed, they pub- 
]ilh it afterwards in the month of May. What obfervations they 
ftate to the public upon it in the month of May, I ihall have oca- 
£on to reprefent prefently ; you will fee the manneiof proceeding 
with refpedt to the election of their delegates, by the produSioa 
of a particular paper. On the 13th of April, a perfon, whom 
you have heard much of, Mr. Margarot, is appointed a del^e; ■ 
upon the 30th of April, Mr. Vaughan was, as far as the paper ; 
is evidence of tlie fact, appointed delegate for No. 63; Mr. 
Richter, a party named in this indictment, and Mr^ Martin, j 
another party, againft whom the Grand Jury have found a biH, ] 
but who is not named in this indictment, are alfo appointed de- | 
legates. Mr. Hardy is not only Secretary, but he is appointed, 1 
upon the 13th of April, a delegate; and tlicre is a choice of de- 
legates for the whole of thefe bodies. You will find they after- 
wards met from time to time, to purfue the great purpofes of 
their incorporation, at an alehoufe, I think the Bell in Exeter- 
ftreet, in the Strand, from which place fome of the correfpon- 
dcnce I am about to ftate to you comes. 

Gentlemen, the Society forConftitutional Information, havii^ 
af&liatcd fevcral Societies very fuddenly with themfelves — ^whether 
Mr. Paine remained in this country or not I cannot tell— they 
felt an inclination to aflBliate with another Society, which is to 
be, as it appears to me, in juftice to them, very ftrongly diftin- 
guiftied indeed with refped to the principles, upon which they 
adted, I mean the Society calling itfelf the Friends of the People, 
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meeting at Free Mafons Tavern ; with what prudence or difcre- 
tion that Society formed itfelf is a fubjeft which I fhall not difcufs,* 
bat it is a moft important fadl, that in the firft attempt, which 
the Society for Co'nftitutional Information made, (and it ought 
to be known in juftice to the Friends of the People) the firft at-' 
tempt they made to aflEliate themfelves with the Society of the 
Friends of the People, that Society in correfpondence, that will 
be read to you, afe, as fome- individual members of the Confti- 
tional Society had done, they fay — *' No, we difcover your defign 
" from what you are doing ; you tell us, from your approbation' 
" ofrefolutions entered into at Manchefter, figned by Mr. Walk-' 
" cr, and Mr. Jackfon, that you approve the fort of fchemes- 
" Mr. Paine has fet forth ; that you approve projedls of giving, in 
" loofe and indefinite terms, the full extent of what you call the 
" rights of the people to the peo|)le : that is not our intent ; wef 
" think" — and, Gentlemen, many a man may very honeftly 
think It, but he muft go about the execution of his thoughts in 
a legal way, if he does fo think, if he means to reduce his 
thoughts into prafticc — ** we think that Parliament is not ade- 
" quate to all the ends, for which it is inftituted a<a body, through 
" which is to be fpoken, as far as the conftitution requires, the' 
*' will of the people ; but we do not mean what you mean ; wcf 
" mean to preferve the forms of the conftitution, which it is clear 
" you do not ; we mean," fays Lord John Ruflel, in a letter^* 
which will be read, " to preferve the forms of the conftitution, 
** and therefore muft decline all correfpondence with you." 

Gentlemen, it happens — it belongs to Societies of this nature,' 

andldcfire to be underftood therefore, in ftating it, only as ftating 

a circumftance, which in its nature does belong to thofe Societies^ 

and which will happen— that it was thought neceffary, for the 

great pui-pofe of doing that which was eventually to be donei 

that a Society, which had rejefted Co-operation with the Society 

fcr Conftitutional Information, ftiould ftill be kept, for the pur- 

pofes of the Society for Conftitutional Information, in fadl and 

cflfeft, correfponding and connedled with it. Accordingly you 

will find that this Society of the Friends of the People, rejefting 

upon principle the planAvhicb they thought abandoned the forms 

<rf the conftitution, that this Society retained, in its own ban 
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fom, according to the account I have of \U mamj raemben^ who 
happened to belong tp. the odier Society, and the work of both 
Societies went on by the feoie inftruments : they were thus theie* 
foFe coonefbd in fa^, though they did not choofb a& a body to 
have one Soci^ in connection with the other. 

Gentlemen; having dated that, you will allow mc now to 
snfotion, though it ift a little ovit of date, hut it adfo conne& 
itfelf with and iUuftrates the laft obfervatiom I made, that the 
Society at Sheffield, which had conne6led itfelf l^ affiliation 
with the Society for O)oftitiitional InfbrmatioQ, and yon will 
alfo. find with the London Corrcfponding Society, ha4 r^mivcd, 
about the a4tb of May, intelligence from the Society of the 
Friends of the People, which ftated to them very cc^e^ly what 
their obje^ were, the means, by which they meant to accom^ 
plifh them, and the attention, which they meant to pay to the 
forms of the Conftitution, You vriU now fee what the Society 
6x Conftitvtional Information underftood to be the ohje^ of the 
Sheffield Society, and what the Sheffield Society underftood to be 
the obje£is of the Society for ConftitutionaJ Informatioo, The 
Sheffield Society (thouj^ I do not know that they kept their 
word) diftindUy difavowed, in a letter of the 26th May, to the Con* 
ftitutioi^al Society, having any thing nK>re to do with that Sodety 
*-<ialled the Friends of the People--^which meant to preferve the 
forms of the conAitution ; reprefented that they had totally niii« 
underftood them, and would have nothing more to do with thenig 
hut to the extent, to which the Society for ConftUutional In* 
formation permitted. 

You will find in a letter from Sheffield, of the 26th May, and 
this corrcdled by Mr. Tooke, that they thank the Conflitutional 
Society for accepting their members. They then ftate that they 
bad increafed to two thoufand four hundred.-*-^^ On Saturday 
*^ laft, the 19th inftant, we received a packet of printed addreffi:s, 
** refolutions, &c. from the Society (Free Mafons tavern), which 
<^ on mature cpnfideratipn we find ourfelves not (o well reconciled 
<« to the ideas they convey to us as we could wifli, if they had 
*^ appeared in a different point of view ; nor do they afibrd us 
** fach a flattering profped, as we were apprehenfive might be 
** expected from an aflbciatbn of fo refpe^ble a body, vnder 
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" dif big^ dcnominarioa of tbe Ffirncfa of the People. Li oat 
*' opiiiHHi* dieir aofwer of the izA ioOaiit to jour Idler of tbe 
^ t7tii ultiiiio i$ no wajrt compatibte with tfiat appcHatkin ; 
^ fiom die known rpfpcftabiiity of many namcf which jqppear 
'* amongft them, we ha4 entertained great hopei of tfieir red 
'* ule" — maik tbe words Gentleoieii-^*^ inobtuniogathoioo^ 
*' lefixm" — now mind what diat refixm is — <* in obtaining a 
** thorough reform Qpontheprind|des of tbe |U|^ts of Maiiy''---' 
that If, a reprefentative govemmenty rcje^iiig the King, and 
r^cdiog ererj odier part of tbe cooltitation of this ooontry, ex- 
cept fe far as it was ooofiftent (indeed it is not confident witbaay 
part of it) with die principles of tbe rig|hts of man— <•<< which can 
*' never be accompUOied ootil every roan enjoys bis lavfful and 
«*jnftprivilq;cs," 

** Previous to die reception of this packet, we did commmu^* 
^* cate to them by leuer the pleaiing hopes it refleded on us o« 
** looking forward, viewlog fach re^pedaUe chara^en %palinng 
** tbemfelves in fupport of the people's rights, agreeable to the 
^* above principles, and the denomination by which they have 
'^^ entitled diemfelves, &c* In due oonrfe diey would receive 
^* oar letter laft Thoriday feven-ni^ ; and in coniequence, we 
** apprehend die packet was forwarded to us on the lame day, 
*' but without any written commurMcadon. We fhall not at* - 
«* Cempt any further comninnicatioq widi them, until we are 
** fiivoured wifh your fendments upon the fuhfefi, or undl 
** masters of doubt wbicb aieat prefcnieritertained he removed." 
Then diere is a note, which ibews th^ neceffity of this foAerii^ 
care of the Gonftitutiooal Society : they (ay-*** ffirmliigbam in 
«* pardcular claims all the afiifiance fn>a\ elfaihlifhcd Sopetiest^ 
^ which pofibly can be adminiftere^*^ 

Having written to die Ccniftitational Socie^ updo, tbaadcb of 
l^lay, they find it expedient, for the (une parpofe, ^ Irooble 
dieir correfpondents of die London Correfponding Society: 
** We were favoured with y<v>r very aflS^onate letter of die 
** 7th ultimo, and oomnmnication, in due oonrfe; and I am 
^ direfled by diis Sodety to inform you, diat it n with infinite 
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^< fatisfadlion they receive the information, that your firm and 
*« laudable endeavours are direSed to that eflSsftual and neccf- 
" fary purpofe, of opening and enlightening the public mind, 
** and diffeminatitig ufeful knowledge artiongft the general mafs 
*^ ©f.the people: by an orderly procded'mg in a firm purfuit of 
" truth and equity, there cannot be a doubt but that our joint 
** endeavours \^ill in due time be crowned with fuccefs. 

"■'As brothers and fellow-labourers we congratulate you on 
** the rapid progrefs of ufeful and real knowledge in the various 
*' parts of this natipn, which fuflficiently indicates that the time 
** cannot be far diflant when truth will be more predominant, 
** equity more generally adminiftered, and found wifdom morp 
** univerfally fought after ; when pride, ambition, and ignorance, 
*' give place to thefe virtues, when oppreflion ceafes and charity 
*' abounds, when men in principle and pra6licc verify the necef- 
** fity and advantage of doing to others as they wifti to he done 
.** by ; then, and not till then, can any people or nation be fai^ 
**'to be happy. 

^ We have herewith inclofed our rules, Sec, Should havp 
** written you much fooner, but on account of a difappointmenj 
** in the printing of our articles, &c. 

** Our numbers continue to increafc, both here, and in the 
** adjacent towns and villages ; a general concurrence prevails, 
*' as to the neceffity of the bufinels, and the meafures adopted by 
** tnis Society for obtaining our objedl. It will be of great im- 
** portance to the cayfe we are engaged in, that a more frcqucrrt 
*' communication be maintained amongft all the fimilar inftitu- 
*' tions; for which reafon we beg the favour of your correfpon- 
*' dence at every convenient opportunity, which will be highly 
** obliging to this Society, who in return pledge thenifelves to 
** obferve the fame rule." 

Gentlemen, having flated to you now what it was that the 
Society of the Friends of the People difcovered to be the objeft 
of the Conftitutional Society, and I agreeing with them in think- 
ing their difcovery upon that fubjefl was accurate and right, you 
>vill find it .^leceflary to go bfick and. to proceed in the order of 
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time to the 7^1 of April. Mr. Hardy fent from the London 
Correfponding Society a copy of their lefolutions to the Society 
for Coiiftitutional Information, which was eftablifhed at Man- 
chcfter, and deiired alfo to have correfpondence with them, as 
they were all engs^ed iirone common caufe ; that Mancheftcr 
Society, you will recollefl:, which hoped that the other great 
benefits which Mr. Paine had ftated, would be carried into 
cflFea. 

He fays, " We began this fociety about ten weeks ago ; it is 
** compofed chiefly of tradefmen and (hop-keepers. The inclofed 
** will inform you of the principles we fct out upon. — When we 
** firft aflbciated, we flattered ourfelves that no other focietics in 
** the nation were formed upon the fame principles — but in two 
** or three weeks afterwards we were moft agreeably informed of 
^* our brethren at SheflReld having taken the lead in fo glorious a 
** caufe — we immediately wrote to them, and were anfwered 
** without delay, expreffing a wifli to unite with us, for promot- 
♦* ing the ends we have in view, and we are aflurcd of fuccefs, by 
** perfevering prudently, and with unanimity." 

Upon the iSthof April, 1792, in furtherance of this plan, 
you will find Mr. Hardy writes a letter to the Prefident of the 
Society in the Borough — Now that is the Society, the principles 
of which 1 have fo diflindly ftated before, as leading to repre^ 
Jentative govcrnmenty as the only fecurity for liberty in the 
ctJunCry. — It appears that their declarations had alfo been fent to 
the London Correfponding Society ; and Mr. Hardy, upon the 
1 8th of April, 1792, fays, " I am ordered by the London 
" Correfponding Society, to fend a copy of their refolutions to the 
** Society that meets at the Three Tuns Tavern in the Borough, 
*' eftablilhed on purpofe for reftoring the rights of elecSHon, or, 
^« in other words, to obtain an equal reprefentation of the 
♦* people of this nation in Parliament," 

Now they had avowed, and avowed in their declaration, that 
their objedt of a reprefentation of the people in Parliament was 
precifely, that more extended one in its principle, which ob- 
jaincd at the time of the Commonwealth iu England — namely, 
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» rqprefentation of the people in Parliament, termed a Farlia- 
Plenty but without King or Lord$» a reprefentativs govfmment^ 
♦* We fliould be very happy to enter into a correfpondence with 
^< your fociety--<^as we are all engaged in the iame grand and 
>* important caiife, there is an abfoluteljprneceffity for us toniiitt 
>^ together, and communicate with each other, that our fenti* 
**' ments and determinations may center in one point, vi%. to 
*< have the rights of man re-eflabllihed, efpecially in this nation ; 
>< but our views of the rights of man are not confined iblely to 
*< this fmall ifland, but are extended to the whole human race— 
** black or white, high or low, rich or poor, I give you Ac 
«* following a$ my own opinion— perhaps you may think it a 
/* fingular fentiment'^ — ^and then an opinion i$ given, which is 

I my duty to ftate, though I do not underftand it — ** that Ac 
*^ King and the nobles, as much as the peafant and ignoble, 

j ** are equally deprived of their rights— .Our fociety mccti 

^ ^« every Monday night,'* 

Gentlemen, there is an anfwer to this, from a perfon of the 
name, I think, of Favell, who is Chairman of the Fviends of Ae 
People in Sputhwark : He fays — *' I duly received your letter 
•* containing the refolutions of the London CorreQxsnding So- 
^* ciety— which I have communicated to our fociety in the 
** Borough— and I am direftcd to return them the tbank$ of 
•* Aat fociety, and to afiure them they fliall cordially unite 
** with them, and all fimilar focieties throughout the kingdom, 
•* in endeavouring to effeft thofe great objefts for which thJy 
** are afibciated — namely, to engage the attention of their fcl- 
** low citizens to examine the general abufes of government, 
•* and to excrcife Aeir deliberatiye wifdom in a calm but rn- 
\ •* trepid manner in applying thofe remedies.**— This is in April ; 
and in Auguft they exprcfsly tell you, that there was to be no 
remedy fix)m Parliament—** In applying thofe remedies which 
** the Country at large may ultimately require — and they fin- 
<* cerely agree with you in hoping that the long iieglefiec( 
<* rights of man will be reftored, not only in this country, bat 
•* in ^ery part of the globe where man may dwell.— We fliall 
'* very foon tranfmit you a copy of our dcclaratiQUi aQ4 hog^ 
•* for your further correfpondence,'* 

A letter 
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A letter and refolutlons from the .Revolution and Confiiti]« 
tional Societies at Norwich, dated 26tb of April, 1792, were 
|-ead at the nieeting of the Society for Conftitutbnal Informa- 
tioa on the 4th of May foUo>ying; they diftinfUy date — ^that 
Mr. Paine's books were to be the medium, through which the 
prejudices that had grown up undep the Britifh Government were 
to be got rid of, and the Conftitutional Society return them their 
thanks in thefe words — ** This fociety receives the above com- 
^* municatioii with the moft heartfelt fatisfa£tion, and defires 
** cameftly to concur and co-operate with thofe focieties in their 
** laudable obje£U ; that the Secretary do inform diem of the 
^< fame, and that this fociety has unanimouily eieSed th^ 
*' twelve Members of the Norwich Societies to be aiibciated' 
** Members of this Society.'* 

Upon the nth of May, 1791, the Conftitutional Society 
refolved, that there (hould be a communication from that fo- 
ciety with the fociety of the Friends of the Conftitution at Paris, 
known by the name of Jacobins : they fend an addrefs to them, 
which is in theie words^*' Brothers and fellow citizens of the 
** world— 

•* The cordial and affeftionate reception with whidi you have 

** honoured our worthy countrymen, Mr. Thomas Cooper, 

' •* and Mr. James Watt, members of the fociety of Manchefter, 

'< and united with our fociety, has been communicated to us 

f * by the correfpondence of thofe gentlemen. 

** In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Revo- 
** lution which your nation has accomplifhed, we fpcak a 
•• bnguage which only fincerity can diftate. 

" The formality of courts affords no example to us : to do 
•• our thoughts juftice, we give to the heart the liberty it de- 
•* lights }i^, and hail you as brothers. 

*^ It Is pot amon^ the leaft of the revolutions which time is 
** unfolding to ai> aAoniihed world, that two nations, nurfed by 
** fome wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, fliould fo fuddenly 
f * break the'u: common odious chain and rufh into amity. 

*^ The principle, that can produce fuch an effed, is the off- 
f * fpring of no earthly court i and whilft it exhibits to us the 
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** cxpenfive iniquity of former politics, it enables us with bolcC 
" felicity to (ay we have done with them. 

** In contemplating the political condition of nations, wc 
** cannot conceive a more diabolical fyftem of government thaa 
*' that which has been generally pra£lifed over the world, to 
** feed the avarice, and gratify the wickednefs of ambition ; the 
** fraternity of the human race has been deftroyed, as if the 
** fevcral nations of the earth had been created by rival gods— 
** man h^s not confidered man as the work of one Creator. 

" The political inftitutions, under which he has lived, have 
*' been counter to whatever religion he profefled. 

** Inftead of that univeifal benevolence, which the morality 
" of every known religion declares, he has been politically bred 
** to confider his fpecies as his natural enemy, and to defcribe 
*' virtues and vices by a geographical chart. 

** The principles we now declare are not peculiar to the 
«* fociety that addreffes you ; they are extending themfelves with 
" accumulating force through every part of our country, and 
" derive ftrength from an union of caufes, which no other prin- 
** ciples admit, 

** The religious friend of man, of every denomination, re. 
*' cords ^em as his own, they animate tlie lover of rational 
*' liberty, and they cherifli the heart of the poor, now bending 
** under an oppreflion of taxes, by a profpeft of relief. 

" We have againft us only that fame enemy,, which is the 
" enemy of juftice in all countries, a herd of courtiers fatten* 
** ing on the fpoil of the public. 

" It would have given an additional triumph to our congra* 
*' tulations, if the equal rights of man, which are the founda- 
" tion of your declaration of rights, had been recognized by the 
*' governments around you, and tranquillity eftabliflied in allf 
*' but, if defpotifms be ftill referved to exhibit, by confpiracy 
** and combination, a further example of infamy to future 
*' ages, that Power that difpofes of events, befl knows the means 
" of making that example finally beneficial to his creatures, 
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.** We have beheld your peaceable principles infulted by^ef- 
** potic ignorance ; we have feen the right hand of feJlowfliip, 
^* which you hold out to the world, rejeded by thofe who riot 
** on its plunder ; we now behold you a nation provoked into 
defence, and we can fee no mode of defence equal to that of 
** efiabl'i/hing the general freedom of Europe. 

" In this beft of caufes we wifli you fucccfs; our hearts go 
" with you ; and in faying this we believe we utter the 
** voice of millions." 

Gentlemen, this addrefs was figned by the Chairman of the 
Conftitutional Society, and tranfmitted to Mr. Watt at Paris ; 
and upon the 28th of May, 1792, was ordered to be publifhed. 

After this, the principles of Mr. Paine, which, you 
obferve, contain tlie doftrines that I have been ftating to 
you, were carried further in a third book, (I mean in that 
book called The Addrefs to the Addreflers, which I fliall 
alfo be able to give in evidence to you,) Mr. Paine having 
there gone the length of aflerting the folly, abfurdity, and 
wickednefs of the Government, under which we live — 
not only of aflerting the incompetency of government, as it 
is conftituted, to change itfelf, but having aflerted tliat a Con- 
venti<5nary Reprefentation of the people, in that fenfe in which 
we fpeak of it, muft do this work, he proceeds to the extent of 
ftating the plan and form of an organization of that fort, upon 
which the Convention was to be framed. 

Gentlemen, it was impoffible not to apply to the juftice of 
the law againft the attack made upon our Government by the 
perfon who went to the extent I am now ftating, with the ap- 
probation, publifhed over and over again, of thefe focieties, 
who, in their corporate charafter, if I may fo fpeak, could not 
be profecutcd for doing it— it became neceflary to afk a Jury of 
this country, whether thefe do<5trines were to be toleratod — 
what is the confequence of that ? It is, that thefe focietics imme- 
diately enter into fubfcriptions for the fupport of Mr. Paine, and 
they confider themfelves as engaged in propagating his works in 
that way, in which no work ever was propagated— to the intend 
Co produce that Convention, without which the nation, in no or- 
ganization 
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to exift in a (hte of freedom as a Nation. 

Gentlemen, you will not be furprifed, if it alfo appears thaty. 
in going on progreffively to the execution of the mifchief that 
was intended, they became more mifchievous; and you will find 
members parting from the fociety, cxprefsly telling them, that 
they meant to deftroy the government of the country ; that 
they cannot, therefore, Hay among them ; and to which members^ 
as far as appears firom any information that I have had, they did 
not condeicend to exphin themfelves-^^-^o fay no, you have 
miftaken our objedl-Mhis is not what we mean — but they 
leave them unanfwered, and go on to execute the putpoles 
they were about. 

Having come to thofe refolutions in order to fupport Mf. 
Paine in thefe profecutions, they publiHi the reiblutions, they 
publiih the books of Mr. Paine, they publifli thefe refolutions lA 
the various newfpapers, (the editors of thefe newfpapers infuring, 
if I may fo fay, themfelves againft the hazards of the laW| fome for 
more, fome for lefs, and they riik the liazard of propa^is^ the 
do£trines, provided the confideration paid is ample enough^ av a 
premium for the riik,) and then theie publications arefeot down 
to the country to various places, in hundreds, and thou(aiKk-«> 
I am forry to (ay, to perfons of all profeflions to diftribute— >I 
am forry to fay, to fome of the moil (acred profeffions, wboTe 
names will appear to you when they come to be read-— and this 
mode of propagating thefe do£lrines is adapted to the utter I'm- 
poiTibility of detection, and for the very purpoie of having that 
cSe& — ^to make the law of the country unequal to the mifchtef» 
whidi it was to meet. 

At this time a proclamation was iffucd by the executive go- 
vernment of the country, in order to rcilram thefe publications, 
and both the focieties, you will find, cloaking themfelves under 
the words " a full and fiiit teprcfedtation of the people/* which 
words they have never condefcended to explain, which words 
never do exift in any text of any writing of theirs, as I can find, 
with the mention of a King, or other houfe of legiflaturc— 
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Acy Vilify the proctamation, and they rrtake thd Vefy fncam 
the executive government took to fupprefs the mifchief, a means^ 
by which thfey fho]uld fprcad the cffcft of the mifchirf more 
wi<lely and diffufely than othcrwife they could have done. 

Upon the 2t4th of May, 1792, there is a letter fent from 
Mr. Hardy, I believe not in his own hand-writing, but I be- 
lieve in the hand-writing of Mr. Vaughan, whom I before 
named to you, in which he ftates, that by the direftion of the 
London Correfponding Society, he had the honour of endofing 
to them a O^y of their addrefs and regulations, which he re- 
ifaeih they will communicate to the Coiiftitutional Society^ 
The thanks of the fociety were given to them for this ; and 
that is a publication more guarded than another you will &hA 
Jpublilhed upon the 6th of Auguft, 1 792* 

After dating their conftitution, which I before mentioned to 
^Uf it (ays — ** But, as Providence has furniflied men in every 
** ftatioa with faculties neceflary for judging of what concents 
** themielv€6, fliall we the multitude fuSer a few, wldi no 
«* better ri^ than ourfelves^ to ufurp the power of govemtog 
** us without control? Surely not : let us rather unite in one 
«< commoo caufe to caft away our bondage, being alTured, that 
** iab doing we are protoSked by a Jury of our countrymen, 
*^ while ^e are difcharging a duty to ourfelves, to our country, 
^^ and to mankind.'' 

Gentlemen, 'you will find from a paper of the 6th of Auguft, 
that that, which they fuppofed was to meet with proteAion from 
a Jury of the country, was a combination to reform the Govern- 
ment of the country by means— other than application to 
parliament^— which binds together, with the King, as the great 
tx>Utical body of the country, the whole fyftem, under which 
we Kvc. 

Gentlemen, the London Correfponding Society, as to the 
King's Proclamation, followed the example of the Conftitutional 
Society, and on the 31ft of May, 1792, in a paper that will 
lie read to you, they vilify the Proclamation ; and this paper 
having been communicated by the London Correfponding Society 
to the Conftitutional Society— they, aware of the nature of it, 
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order, that that paper fliould lie publiflied m fuch newfpapete 
Will receive the advertifements of this focicty. — They wc 
pretty well aware that they were of fuch a nature as made i 
fomewhat hazardous to publifti them. 

You will find a letter dated the 1 4th of June, 1 792, from certain 
perfons ftyling themfelves the Editors of the Patriot, (who they 
are I am not able to ftate to you,) but who, for the purpofcsrf 
thefe focieties, thought it neceffary to conceal their names, in 
which they defire the Correfponding Society to take an opportu- 
nity of enlightening the public mind by publications, by adver- 
tifements, by circulating thofe papers in villages to country 
farmers, defiring, as I ftated, to conceal their name, but requeft- 
ing that the papers might be fent to a perfon, who holds an 
important fituation in a fubfequent part of this bufiqefs— a 
Mr. Gale, a bookfeller, at Sheffield. 

Gentlemen, there will be laid before you various parts of the 
proceedings of the ConAitutional Society, which relate to 
Mr. Paine, which I fhall now pafs over, except for the purpofc 
of calling your attention to another publication of his upon th^ 
6th of June, 1792, and which was addrefled to Mr. Dundas; 
you will likewife find that that book, which will be given you 
in evidence, diftinftly difavows all hereditary government ; all 
Monarchy under whatever qualifications ; and then, for the pur- 
pofe of circulating this doftrine, as they had before circulated 
the doftrines in other works of this gentleman, they order, 
** that twelve thoufand copies of that letter fhall be printed for 
" the fociety, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to our Cor- 
" refpondents throughout Great Britain, and that a committee 
** be appointed to direft the fame." 

Gentlemen, I pafs on now to the 6th of Augufl, 1792 ; al 
which time there appears to me to have been an extremely im- 
portant tranfaftion in the London Correfponding Society ; it is 
the propagation of an addrefs of that date, which firfl developes, 
as it feems to me, though in fomewhat of covert language, the 
determination of thefe focieties to work what they call a Reform 
without any communication whatever with that Parliament 
which they held to be incompetent to bring about the buiine&. 
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Yoowill find that upon the 8th of Auguft, Mr. Hardy wrote 
a fetter to Mr. Tooke; that he ferit him a proof copy of this 
ai/rcfs; that he hoped it would merit his attention, and his ap- 
probation; that he fhould be exceedingly happy to be favoured 
with his opinion of it before it was printed. 

The addrefs, after ftating what they confidered as the 
^vancesofthe country, ftates this — ** fuch being the forlorn 
** fituation of three- fourths of the nation, how are Britons to 
** obtain information and redrefs ? Will the court, will miniftry 
•* afibrd either? Will Parliament grant them ? Will the nobles 
** or the clergy eafe the people's fufierings? No. Experience 
** tells us, and proclamations confirm it, that the intereft and 
** the intention of power are combined to keep the nation in 
** torpid ignorance." 

It then ftafes the only refource to be in thefe focieties ; it then- 
ftates various detailed reafons, which you will hear, and then 
proceeds to this efFedl. 

" Numerous other reforms would Undoubtedly take place> 
" even in the firft feffion of parliament fo eledled, dependant 
** only on their eleftors the people ; untorn therefore by faction, 
** undivided by party, uncorrupted by miniftry, and uninflu- 
*' cnced but by the public good. Every tranfaftion would tend 
** to reform, and a ftri£t oeconomy, its natural confequence, 
" might foon enable us to reduce our taxes ; and by the inte- 
" grity of parliament, that reduction would light upon fuch ob- 
" jeSs as bed might relieve the poor ; this to the people would 
* prove an advantageous and a novel feffion, and to an honcfl 
" parliament not a tirefome one. 

" Therefore, Britons, friends, and fellow-citizens, with 

" hand and heart unite, claim what is your right, perfevere 

" and be free, for who fhall dare withfland our jufl demands ! 

** OppreflJon, already trembling at the voice of individuals, 

^ill fhrink away and difappear for ever, when the nation 

united fhall aflert its privileges and demand their reftoration." 

Gentlemen, the addrefs you will find was circulated with in- 

""rtc induflry to every Cgrrefponding Society in the kingdom, 

•onveyed through every poffible channel, the doctrine adopted 
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by all the affiliating focieties ; and the plan> which they went 

upon from this 6th of Auguft, 1792, appears to have been a 

plan to rcdrefs themfelves by their own pawer, and by their omi 

ftrength, and not by application to that Parliament, which 

alone can a£l in legiflation ; it fcems to me to be impoffible that 

you can miftake what is meant by this paper, rf you will give 

your more particular attention to a paper which was received 

from a fociety at Stockport, upon the 27th of November, 

1792, and found in the poffeffion of Mr. Hardy: This, after 

adverting to thofe numerous grievances ftated in the addreis of 

the 6thof Auguft, 1792, is to thisefFedt. 

« In obedience to the wifhes of the focrety here, I have Ae 
•* pleafure of acknowledging the honour of your letter, and the 
" packet, which the kindnefs of our brothers of the London 
*♦ Correfponding Society fo opportunely prefented us with. 

" It is doubly deferving our thanks, as it (hews your kindoefs, 
" and as it will be ufeful in the formation of our infant fociety; 
•• we ftartd much in need of your experience in this particular, 
" and we doubt not of your beft afliftancc ; we are furrounded by 
•^ a majority, a formidable one indeed in pawer, abilities, and 
" numbers^ but we are not difmayed. 

*^ We have carefully perufed the addrefles, and I am to obferve 
" on their contents in general, that the lentiments hardly 
" arife to that height which we tx^tO. from men fenfihle of their 
^^ full claiffis to abfolute and uncontrollable liberty^ i. cunacccunt* 
*' able to any power which they have not hnmediatcly coyliiuted and 
" appointed, 

" Thefe are our fentiments, whatever may be yours : though, 
" in the prefent ftate of political knowledge, it may be prudent 
" not to avow them openly, we define your fentiments on the 
*^ means of accomplifhing that obje6t, which we prefume you 
" have in view in common with us ; we think it expedient that 
*« we (hould perfectly underftand each other in the beginning, 
" left the appearance of difunion might furnifti matter of tri- 
" umph to our enemies ; we obferve one expreflion/' — you will 
take notice that Mr. Hardy at this time was a member both of 
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the London Correfpdndin^ and the Conftitutional Societies:-^ 
** we obferve one cxprcflion, which fays, * numerous othtrr re- 
•* forms would take place, &c. &c.' but we afk how is that 
" parliament to be chofcn ? can we cxbcEi It from the prefcnt order 
** of things? would not all the evil be done away at once by the 
** people ajfemhled in Convention ? does it appear probable that the 
** odious laws, which we complain of, will be abolifhed any 
** other way ? can the grievances arifing from aridocracy be re- 
*' drefltrd whrle the ' ' retains its prefent authoriry in the 

** legiflatufe," — whether this blank is to be filled up with Crown 
or the houfe of lords is for you to judge, — " retains its prefent 
*' authority in the legiflature ? is the univerfal right of confci- 

*' ence ever to be attained while the b maintain their feats 

** on the ■ 

" Your thoughts on thefe important points, we mofl: earneflly 
•* defirc may be tranfmitted to us a<; foon as pofTible, not direfted 
«* as the laft,*'— and this you will find often occurs : letters 
fent under a feigned dircdion \ — " we fear it will cxcitfe fufpi- 
^ cion." 

The Stockport Society fay of the addrefs of the 6:hof Augufl-, 
1792, fent to them, that they think it hardly amounts to fcnti- 
ments fuch as theirs, namely, that they muft have abfolute and 
uncontrollable liberty, unaccountable to any power which tjiey 
have not immediately conftituted — that could not be the King >U 
and parliament of Great Britain — they fay " we prefume you 
** have the fame view in common with us, and we defire to have 
** your fentiments upon the means of accomplifliing that objevS.*' 
What obje£l ? The objeft of putting themfclvcs in a fituation of 
being unaccountable to any power, which they themfelves had 
not immediately conftituted and appointed — how was that to be 
done? — was it to be done by Parliament? The addrefs of the 
6th of Auguft had difavowed that it was to be done by parlia- 
ment. Is it to be done, while the other parts of the legifla- 
ture hold their fituation in the Jcgiflature ? We prefume you 
have the fame objeft : tell us what you think upon this occafion ? 
This was the occafion, upon which the addrefs of the 6th of 
Auguft ought to have b^cn explained, if they meant to difavow 
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that they had any fuch objeft ; but what is the anfwer ? The an- 
fwer in efFeft is : That full and /air reprefentation of the people,' 
that we are aiming at, is that which is to be the mediate or im- 
mediate inftrument of removing all the grievances we labour 
under, though prudence does not permit us to fpeak all we think 
upon the fubjcdl. 

"Wit hinfinite fatisfa(9:ion the London Correfponding Society's 
" Committee perufed your letter ; they are happy to learn your 
" fteady determination, in fpite of all obftacleSy to purfue that 
^ fole means of political felicity, a perfe(S): reprefentation of the- 
" people." 

Now, what was the fole means of this political felicity— <i 
perfeft reprefentation of the people— why the formation of a 
power by the people, making themfelves unaccountable to any 
other power, to any power but that which they had immediately 
themfelves conftituted, namely, an aftembly by a Convention of 
the people. Then, why don't they fpeak out? They fiiy, 
*' with regard to our publications our fentiments are expreiled in 
♦* as ftrong terms as prudence will permit, yet plain enough to 
" convince the public, that, while we expert every thing from 
" an honeft and an annual parliament," — a body might exift 
under the term Parliament in a commonwealth, as well as under 
a King — " nothing fliort of fuch a fenate chofen by the whole 
** nation will fatisfy us. 

" True generofity, the characteriftic of this nation, and of all 
" unperverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to 
'^ countenance at this jun6lure the arduous ftruggle of the 
" French nation againft defpotifm and ariftocracy, thofe foes to 
** the human race, we have refolved upon addreffing the French 
" National Convention." You will permit me to obfcrve this 
was upon the i ith of Odlober, 1 792 : the King of France was dc- 
pofed inefFe£lupon the loth of Auguft, 1792. This paflage in the 
tranfadtions of this fociety, appears to me to be peculiarly worthy 
your attention. " Without entering into the probable efFe6ls of 
*' fuch a rncafurc, efFe6ts, which your fociety will not fail to difco- 
** ver, we invite you to join us, and to that end, herewith you have a 
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^ copy of our intended addrefs ; if you approve the idea, and will 
** concur in fending it, be pleafed to return us without delay a copy 
** iigned by your prefident ; we will then aflbciate your body with 
" ours, and with fome others, who have already afTented to the 
•* meafure ; if, on the contrary, you difapprove that mark of 
•' zeal towards the only nation, that has hitherto undertaken to 
*' reftorc to mankind its juft rights, pleafe to communicate to us 
" your objedtions." This was upon the i ith of Odober, 1792 : 
upon the 6th of October, 1792, Mr. Barlow, (whofe name 
occurs before with re(J>eft to his publication relative to the Pri- 
vileged Orders,) writes a letter to the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, accompanied with a book, called " Advice to the 
*' National Convention of France," and you will be pleafed to 
obferve that Mr. Barlow, accompanied by a Mr. Froft, after- 
ippards, in the month of November, were fent with an addrefs 
from the Conftitutional Society to Paris, as their delegates for 
that purpofe. The letter of Mr. Barlow is in thefc words, 

** I have lately publiflied a fmall treatrfe under the title of ' A 
** Letter to the National Convention of France, on the defers 
*< of the conftitution of 179 1, and the extent of the amendments 
** which ought to be applied :' although the obfervations con- 
" tained in this letter are more particularly applicable to the 
" French nation in the prefent crifis of its government, yet, as 
** the true principles of fociety are every where the fame, their 
^ examination cannot be unfeafonable in any nation, or at any 
*' time ; believing therefore, that the fubjeft of this treatife will 
** not be thought foreign to the great objeft of your afTociation, 
" I prefent a copy «f it to you with the fame confidence, as 
** I have done to the National Convention, and to the Confti- 
" tutional Society at London, a confidence arifing from the full 
« perfuafion that the work is founded in truth and reafon. I 
** taka the liberty at the fame time to fend you a copy of another 
** puUication, entitled ' Advice to Privileged Orders.' The 
** prefent difpofition in Europe towards a general revolution in the 
** principles of government is founded in the current of opinion, 
** too powerful to be refifted, as well as too facred to be treated 
^ with negledl ; and it is the duty of every individual to affift not 
^ only in removing the obftru£(ions that are found in the way 
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^^ of this revolution ; but in afccrtaining, with as much preciCoo 
** as pofliblc, the nature of the cbjecl to be aimed at, and the 
** confequence to be expected from the attainment, it is above 
" all things to be defired that the convictions to be acquired 
•' from national difcuffion, ihould precede and preclude thofe 
*^ which muft refult from phyfical exertion." 

Now, you will give mc leave to ftate to you what the doc-» 
trine is in this book, for which the Society for Conditutionol 
InformatlJn, Mr. Hardy then a member of it, thanked Mr« 
Barlow, make him an honorary member, and afterwards depute 
him to the National Convention of France. 

Gentlemen, the dodtrine, I can explain it to you generally, 
Viithout troubling you by reading particular paffages, amounts 
to this : Mr. Barlow, after dating the principles of equal a£^ive 
citizenihip, which found their way into the conftitution of 
France in 1791, and which conftitution had made the King a 
part of the ryftem of that government, informs them of the 
glorious victory of the loth of Auguft:, as the papers, which I 
have to adduce prefently, reprefcnt it ; that it bad accomplifbed 
finally the effe6\ of thofe principles, which he underftaiids to be 
the principles of thofe to whom he was writing ; that it is im- 
poflible they fliould confift with this fentiment, ikat a King coula 
be retained in a govn-nment ; that the conftitution was at vari- 
ance with itfelfj that thofe who made it had not difcovered 
that, or, having difcovered ir, they thought the time was not 
yet come, when they could reduce the conftitution to that pure 
government which was the objefl: of thefe focieties; he then 
tells you that in government, the maxim being that a King can da 
no wrongs the maxim ought to be that he can do no good. 

This gentleman, fo ftating his doflrine as an explanation of 
the principles upon which they are acting,' is voted by theai an 
honorary member, and afterwards fent to Paris with the papers, 
which I am about to read to you ; a great deal of evidence will 
be laid before you to prove that they had beat up all the country 
for letters and addrefles to exprefs the fame principles to France, 
not on account of the caufe of France, but of the caufe of Eng- 
land, and with a view to introduce the fame efFe6ls into 
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England* I fliall ftate but two of thefe addrefles, becaure they 
ieem to contain the efFed of all the reft that were adually 
fent. 

The LondoH Correfponding Society firft of all communicated 
to the Conftitutional Society, in the month of October, 1792, 
their intention of fending an addrefs to France : the ConiHtu-* 
tional Society fully approve the purpofe ; they fee the end that 
it aims at, and they determine not to concur in the fame addrefs) 
but to fend a feparate addrefs ; and in their paper you may fee the 
principles of both to be principles, which were expreffed for the 
very purpofe of aiding the co-operation of the focieties in ex- 
cluding the King from the government of the country, and of 
raifing a republic. This is the letter. 

" Frenchmen, While foreign robbers are ravaging you^ 
*' territories under the fpecious pretext of juftice, cruelty and 
•^ defolation leading on their van, perfidy with treachery bringing 
** up their rear, yet mercy and friendfliip impudently held forth 
^* to the world as the fole motives of their incurfions. The 0{^- 
•* preflcd part of mankind" — that is Great Britain — " forgetting 
*' for a while their own fufferings, feel only for yours, and witft 
** an anxious eye watch the event, fervently fupplicating the 
*' Almighty Ruler of the Univerfe to be favourable to your 
^ caufe, fo intimately blended with their own" — that paufe 
\vhich upon the loth of Auguft had excluded the King froni 
the govcrnnient of the country — '' frowned .upon by an op- 
** preifive fyftem of controul, whofe gradual but continued en- 
*^f croachments have deprived this nation of nearly all its boafled 
*' liberty, and. brought us almoft to that abject ftate of flavery, 
*' from which you have fo emerged ; five thoufand Britiih cit;i- 
*' zens indignant manfully ftep forth to reicue their country from 
^ ihe opprobium brought upon it by the fupine condudt of 
** thofe in power ; they conceive it to be the duty of Britons to 
*' countenance and affift, to the utmoft of their power, the 
•* champions of human happinefs, and to fwear to a nation, pro- 
*' ceeding on the plan you have adopted, an inviolable frienJfhip. 
^' Sacred from this day be that friendlhip between us, and may 
** vengeance, to the uttermoft, overtake ih^ nian who hereafter 
*' fhall attempt to caufe a rupture, 
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** Though we appear fo few at prefent, be afTured, French- 
** men, that our number increales daily : it is true, that the 
** ftern uplifted arm of authority at prefent ke^p- back the timid; 
" that bufily circulated impoftures hourly miflead the credulous ; 
*' and that court intimacy with avowed French traitors has fome 
" cffefl: on the unwary and on the ambitious ; but with certainty 
*' we can inform you, friends and freemen, that informatioa 
** makes a rapid progrefs among us 5 curiofity has taken paffef^ 
•' fion of the public mind 5 the conjoint reign of ignorance 
^' and defpotifm pafles away ; men now aik each other what is 
** freedom, what are our rights ? Frenchmen, you are already 
" free, and Britons are preparing to become fo ; cafting far from 
^^ us the criminal prejudices artfully inculcated by evil minded 
^' men and wily courtiers, we, inftead of natural enemies, at 
'< length difcover in Frenchmen our feliow-citi^ens of the world, 
^' and our brethren by the fame heavenly Father, who created us 
" for the purpofe of loving and niutually affifting each other, 
•* but not to hate, and to be ever ready to cut each others throats 
" at the command of weak and ambitious Kings, and corrupt 
**minifters ; feeking our real enemies, we find them in our bo- 
" foms, we feel ourfelves inwardly torn by and ever the vi£lim 
" of a reftlefs and all confuming ariftocracy, hitherto the banc 
*' of every nation under the fun : wifely have you afted in ex- 
*^ pell i rig it from France, 

'' Warm as our wifhes are for your fucceft, eager as we are 
*' to behold freedom triumphant, and man every where reftored to 
" the enjoyment of his juft rights, a fenfe of our duty, as orderly 
" citizens, forbids our flying in arms to your afliftancc : our 
« government has pledged the national faith to remain neutral 
" in a flruggle of liberty againft defpotifm. Britons remain 
•'neutral! O fhame! but we have trufted our King with 
*' difcretionary powers; we therefore muft obey: our hands arc 
" bound, but our hearts are free, and they are with you. 

" Let German defpots ^& as they pleafe, we fhall rejoice at 
*^ their fall ; compaflionating however their enflaved fubjeds, 
" we hope this tyranny of their matters will prove the means oF 
*' re-inftating in the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties 
*' millions of our fellow- creatures. 
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* ** With unconcern therefore we view the Eleftor of Hanover** 
—that is the King of Great Britain — *' join his troops to traitors 
** and robbers ; but the King of Great Britain will do well to 
" remember, that this country is not Hanover. Should he for- 
** get this diftin<ftion, we will not. 

** While y©u enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided de- 
** fenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea the numerous 
**bleffings mankind will enjoy ; if you fucceed, as we ardently 
**wifli, the triple alliance (not oi crowns y but) of the people of 
^ Jnurica^ France^ and Britain,^ will give freedom to Europe, 
** and peace to the whole world. Dear friends, you combat for 
" the advantage of the human race; how well purchafed will be, 
^^ though at the expence of much blood, the glorious unprece- 
** dented privilege of faying mankind is Utt, : tyrants and tyran- 
" ny arc no more: peace reigns on the earth; and this is the 
** work of Frenchmen.*' 

Gentlemen, this addrefs, which was fent by that fociety, 
was followed by another from the Society for Conftitutional In- 
formation upon the 9th of November, 1792, which feems like- 
wife to ftate their principles. 

** Servants of a fovereign people, and benefafiors of man- 
«kind, 

•* We rejoice that your revolution has arrived at that point of 
•* perfection which will permit us to addrefs you by this title'* — 
Servants of a fovereign people, that is not the character of a 
Britiih government ; this is the principle of the South wark re- 
folutions — *' it is the only one which can accord with the charac- 
** tcr of true legiflators. Every fucceflive epoch in your affairs > 
" has added fomething to the triumphs of liberty, and the glo-- 
" rious viSiory of the icth of Augufl has finally prepared the way ' 
" for a conftirution which, we truft, you will eftablifh on the 
" bafis of reafon and nature." Mr. Barlow had in efFe<a faid, • 
(and they had made him an honorary member, and had tranf- 
mitted their addrefs by his hands) that no conftitution could re- 
form upon the bafis of reafon and nature, that left a King in the 
government, however the government was modified. 

They 
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Th«y proceed thus in their addrefs— *^ Cpnfidcring the maft 
w of ddufion, accumulated on mankind to obfcure their undcr- 
^ {landings, you cannot be aftonifiicd at the oppofition you 
^ have met both from tyrants and from flaves ; the inilrument 
" ufed againfl: you by each of thefe clafies is the fame, for, in 
*^ the genealogy of human miferie?, igngirance is at oace the|»» 
*♦ rent of oppreilion and the child of fubmiffion. 

" The events of every day are proving, that your caufe is 
•* cherifhed by the people in all your continental vicinity; that 
•^ a majority of each of thofe nations are your real friends, whofe 
** governments have tutored them into apparent foes ; and that 
** they only wait to be delivered by your arms from the dreaded 
•^ neceflity of fighting againft them. 

" The condition of Engliftmen is I?fs to be deplored ; hera 
** the hand of opprefHon has not yet ventured completely to ra* 
** vifli the pen from i^s, nor openly to point the Cw^ord at you.*' 

They then go on to fay : — ^^ From bofoms burning with ar- 
t' dour in your caufe, we tender you our warmeft wiQies for the 
" full extent of irs progrefs and faccefs ; it is indeed a (acred 
t* caufe, we cherifli it as the pledge of your happinefs, our na- 
•^ tural and neareft friends, and we rely upon it as the bond of 
*' fraternal union to the human race, in which union our own 
*^ nation will furely be one of the firft to concur. 

" Our government has ftill the power and perhaps the incli- 
** nation to employ hirelings to contradi6l us ; but it is pur re^ 
^ opinion, that ^ye now fpeak the fcntiments of a great majority 
^ of the Englifh nation ; the people here are wearied with im- 
** pofture, and worn out with war; they have learned to refle<S 
*' that both the one and the other are the offspring of unnatural 
♦* combinations in foclety, as relative to fyftems of government, 
*' not the refult of the natural temper of nations as relative to 
" each others happinefs. 

"Go on, legiflator?, in the work of human happinefs, the 
•* benefit will in part be ours, but the glory fhall be all your 
** own; it is the reward of your perfeverance, it is the prize of 
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^ virtue, the fp^ks of liberty preferved in England for ages, 
*' like the corrufcatiqns of the northern Aurora, ferviqg but tQ 
^ (hew the darknefs vifible in the reft of Europe. The lufti^e of 
*' the American republic, like an effulgent morning, arofe with 
^' encreafing vigpur, but ftiil too diftant to enlighten our hemif* 
♦^ ph?re> tiU the fplqndqur of the French revolution hu^ft forth 
^* upon the natipns in the full fervour of a meridian fun, and dif- 
^' played''-!-attend to the word§ — ** in the midft of the European 
<* i^orld the practical refult of principles, which philofophy had 
♦' fought in the fiiade qf fpecuUtion, and which expericiice muft 
?* every where confirm," — the principles of Mr. Paine, who went 
over to fqrm one in that Convention, the exiftence of which 
ihews the practical refult of thofe principles, which philofophy 
had fought, and which experience was to confirm — *? it difpels 
f the clouds of prejudice from all people, reveals the fecrets of 
f^ all defpotifm, and creates a new character in man. 

" In this career of improvement your example will be foon 
•* followed, for nations, rifing from their lethargy,; will reclaim 
*^ the rights of man with a voice which man cannot refift." ^ 

Gentlemen, it will not be matter of furprife to you that letters, 
fuch as thefe to the National Convention in France, (hould have 
produced opinions in that country refpe(^ing the attachment of inT 
dividuals in this to their government. It is not therefore very ex- 
traordinary that, upon the 19th of November 1792, that famous 
decree pafled of fraternization with all fubjedls in all countries, 
who chofe to refift the governments under which they live ; but 
I think you will be furprifed that any man could receive in this 
country, and read with approbation, and enter upon their pro- 
ceedings the anfwers, which thefe addrefles brought from France, 
iind which were read in the prefence of the prifoner at the bar, 
without being aftoniihed that they did not at Icaft take fomc 
means to reject from them the imputation that they meant, in 
their own country, all that thefe anfwers fuppofe they mean, and 
all that thefe anfwers promife to afiift them in accomplifhing. 

You will find, upon the 14th of December 1792, that a letter 
from the Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality, fitting 
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St Ldon, the head of the ctepartment of the Aifne, to the patriotic 
fociety of London called the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion, is read, and referred to their Committee of Correfpondence : 
it is in thefe words : " The Society of the Friejnds of Liberty 
** and Equality fitting at Laon, the head of the department of tbc 
" Aifne, to the Patriotic Society of L©ndon calle'd the Society 
** for Conftitutional Information. — Generous Republicans, the 
*' philanthropic gift that you have prefented to the warriors of 
*' France" — they had fent fome fhoes, and were at that tiqie 
thinking of giving them fome arms — ** announces with energy 
^the great intereft that you take in the facred eaufe which 
•' they are defending. Accept the thanks of a Society, that docs 
" honour to itfelf in efteeming you. The time perhaps is not 
" far diftant, when the foldiers of our liberty fliall be able to 
*' teftify their gratitude to you: then their arms, their blood 
" itfelf, (hall be at the fervice of all your fellow-citizens, who, like 
<< you, acknowledge no rights but the rights of man ; therm- 
« France and England fhall form together a treaty of union a^ 
" lafting as the courfe of the Seine and the Thames ; then there^ 
" as here, there fhall exift no other reign but that of liberty^ 
*' equality, and friendfliip. May this day of felicity and glory 
" foon (hine upon the horizon of two nations formed to admire 
«* each other.*' 

Gentlemen, they then enter upon the minutes of the Society 
another letter from another fraternizing Society, whether one of 
thofe Societies which they fpeak of in the beginning of 1 792, as 
affiliating Societies in France, or not, I do not know ; whether 
they had been affifting to reduce their principles into praSice I 
do not know; but it is clear that the affiliating Society in France 
offered them their affiftance for that purpofe. Accordingly, you 
will find that the Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality 
cftablifhed at Macon write to the Conftitutional Society at Lon- 
don, adverting to what they had faid in their aJdrefs to the na- 
tion about the glorious victory of the loth of Auguft 1792, the 
circumftances of which (hall be defcribed to you in evidence, be- 
caufc you will find that fome of the perfons who arc charged ia 

this. 
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this iiidi£lment (and whofe conduS in this confplracy will upon 
the cleareft principles of law affedl all of them) were then prefcnt 
ip Paris. They write thus^ — " Yes, citizens, our brethren, and 
friends, the lOth of Auguft 179a fliall be diftinguiftied" — what, 
in the annals of France? — '' diftinguiflied in the annals of the 
" worlds as the day of the triumph of liberty. Our firft revolution'* 
—{Mr. Joel Barlow or Mr. Paine, one fliould have thought, had 
wrote it) — " our firft revolution did but fliew to us the falutary 
** principles of the imprefcriptible rights of man : all, except the 
"faithlefs and the enemies of humanity, adopted them with en- 
* thufiafm. It was then that we formed ourfelves into a Society, 
"in order the better to imprefs them upon ourfelves, and after- 
" wards to teach them to our fellow-citizens. 

*' Our firft conftitutlon had confecrated them, but had not al- 
" ways taken them for its bafe : the dominion of the paffions, the 
** force of habit, the impreffion of prejudices, and the power of 
" the intrigues employed in our Conftitucnt Aflembly, found the 
" fecret to preferve fufHcient authority to our tyrants, to extin- 
^ guifli at fome time the facred rights of nature, and to re-eftablifh 
" defpotifm on its throne of iron. 

" But royalty, thus preferved, was not content with the victory 
" fecured to it by a fet of men, the greateft part of whom it had 
''corrupted. It was impatient to reap the fruits that it appeared 
"topromife itfelf; but its too great eagernefs has haftened its 
"ruin, and fecured the triumph of reafon. 

" The French, proud of their own exiftence, foon perceived 
^ the fruit of their firft legiflature ; became fenfible of the imper- 
** fedion of their firft laws, faw that they made a furrender of 
^ the rights of liberty and equality, which they had embraced ; 
" they roufed themfelves anew to demand at length laws impar- 
" tial and humane. 

" From thence the neceflary day of the loth of Auguft 1792, 
" from thence a fecond revolution, but a revolution which is, only 
" the completion of the firft, which has received our vows, and 
" our oaths, and which we will blefs for ever, if it leads us, as 

" we 
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«* we hope it will, to the happincfs of the nation, to the cbnftani j 
•' maintenance of liberty and equality. I 

" Let intriguer?, fools, and tyrants, calumniate us ; we defpife 
^ them too much to condefccnd to anfwer them, and feck for 
" their efteem. 

'' That which flatters us is the intereft that you take in our 
" labours : your attention has contributed to the fuccefs of bur 
" arms. We defire your efteem, we are proud of your appro- 
** bation. 

" We fmile at the expreffion of the fentiments that you ma- 
" nifefted to our reprefentatives. We behold a nation of bre* 
" thren roufe itfelf to fupport the caufe of humanity ; we behold 
" the brave Englifli adopt our principles, become our friends: 
" we fay to each other with pleafure, foon will they become our 
" allies, and, uniting our efforts, we fhall go on to deliver the 
" univerfe from the yoke of tyrants, to reftore the nations to rea- 
** fon and nature. That day is not far diftant, if we may rely qh. 
** our own courage, and the hope of your alliance. In the meani 
" time, receive our thanks, and correfpond with brethren who 
" fet a high value upon your efteem." 

Gentlemen, on the 17th of December 1792, the Popular anc3 
Republican Society of another department at the mouth of th^ 
Rhone, wrote them this letter : " The Popular and Republicar^ 
" Society of Apt, department of the mouths of the Rhone, to the^ 
•' Popular Society fitting at London, live free or die. Citizens^ 
" brethren, and friends, when two great nations, acquainted withm 
" their rights, approximated by their commercial conneftiortS 
" and their national fituation, formed to live and to ad ir». 
" concert with each other, begin to form the glorious projed 0^ 
" uniting themfilves for the regeneration of the human race, oitC^ 
" may then fay with reafon that Kings are ripe and ready to falV- 
" How glorious it will be for France and England to have formed 
" alone a confederacy deftruftive of tyrant?, and to have puX"- 
** chafed at the price of their blood the liberty of Europe; vrc 
" may fay more, of the whole univerfe. Courage, brethren anc 
•* friends ! It is for you to follow in the glorious arid hazard^^*^ 
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" career of the revolution of the world ; can you any longer 

" groan under the yoke of a goverhrtrent that has nothing of 

'' liberty but the name ? for, although your land was inhabited 

^ before ours by freemen, can you, without delufion, confidcr 

'* your government as fuch ? will you content yourfelves with a 

" partial freedom ? will the Englifh be fatisfied with principles ? 

" wiil that bold nation, that has produced philofophers the mofl: 

** profound, and that firft of all perceived the fparkling rays of 

*^ freedom, remain afpedlatrix in fo noble acaufe? No, brethren 

^ and friends, no, you will foon lift yourfelves up againft that per- 

'' fidious Court of St. James's, whofe infernal policy, like that 

*' which fbtind its doom in the Thuilleries, has made fj many 

** vi6lims in our two nations, and does difunite them perpetually 

*' to rule over them. Your love for liberty has fixed your atten- 

" tion upon the wants of our defenders ; your generofity towards 

*'them has a title to the acknowledgment of the republic; we 

^ are impatient to furnifli you the fame advantages : the Popular 

** Societies of France defire ardently the epoch that {hall permit 

** them to addrefs their voice to the National Affembly of Great 

** Britain, and to offer to the foldiers oF liberty of your nation 

** ^rms, bayonets, and pikes.*' 

TThis is the private correfpondence between 'the Societies and 

the Society for Conftitutional Information ; but fome of the per- 

fons named in this indiftment were prefent at the fcenes I am 

noA«f going to ftate, at the bar of the National Convention in 

Prance ; others of them delivering thefe fentiments by their am- 

Vaffador Mr. Barlow, whofe principles you have feen, and Mr. 

Froft, of whom I muft ftate it, becaufe I Ihall prove it, that he 

Bas been convi£ted in this country of coming from that country 

Vith the dodtrine of No King: they offer thefe addrclfes to the 

National Convention of France in term?, the fubftance of which 

I will ftate to you, as far as I underftand it to be, and I believe 

it is an accurate tranilation, 

**^Mr. Barlotv and Mr. Froft, Englifh Citizen?, being nd- 
** mitted to the bar, one of them pronounced the following ad- 
^ drefs." — Gentlemen, the adlual facl of his pronouncing it will 
^ given in evidence : the date is the 28th of November 1792, 
'^^ days after the decree of the National Convention, which 

had 
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bad promifcd fraternal aififtancc to the fubjc<as of any countrjv ^ 
that found themfclves opprcffed by any of their cafts and privi- '. 
leged orders. 

" Citizens of France^ we are deputed from the Society for ' 
** Conftitutional Information in London, to prcfent to you their 
" Congratulations on the triumphs of liberty. This Society had 
^ laboured long in the caufe with little profped of fuccefs pre- 
•' vious to the conmiencement of your revolution ; conceive 
*' then their exultations and gratitude when, by the aftonilhing 
" efforts of your nation, they beheld the reign of reafon acquir- 
•* ing an extenfion and folidity which promifed to reward the 
" labour of all good men, by fecuring the happinefs of their 
** fellow-creatures. Innumerable Societies of a flmilar nature 
*' are now forming in every part of England, Scotland, and Irc- 
*' land : they excite a fpirit of univerfal inquiry into the compli-. 
** cated abufes of government, and the fimple means of a reform. 
•* After the example which France has given, the fcience of rc- 
« Tolutions will be rendered eafy, and the progrefs of reafon wiU 
*' be rapid. It would not be ftrange if, in a period far fhortof 
^ what we fliould venture to predifl, addreffes of felicitation 
*' fliould crofs the feas to a National Convention in England. 
*' We are alfo commiffioned to inform the Convention, that the 
*^ Society which we reprefent has fent to the foldiers of liberty a 
*' patriotic donation of a thoufand pair of (hoes, which are by this 
« time arrived at Calais ; and the Society will continue fending a 
«' thoufand pair a week for at leafl fix weeks to come ; we only 
«* wifli to know to whofe care they ought to be addreffed.'' 

Why, Gentlemen, am I to be told then that, in the month of 
November 1792, thofe who, in Auguft 1792, had faid they could 
apply with no effecato parliament, had no idea of fuch a National 
Convention in England, as that National Convention in France 
which they were addreiling, and from which they were expe£Hng 
to receive addreffes ? am I to be told that they had no idea of 
fuch a Convention, as fliould overturn the Conftitution of this 
country ? it is impoffible to put fuch a conftruaion upon fuch 
proceedings. 

GentlemeiTj^ 
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' Gemlenien, "you will likewlfe find that the iPrefident of the 
Convention thought ir*ncceffary to give an anfwer to this ad- 
Jrefs. I will ftate the fubftance of it: it will be read in evi- 
lence; therefore I fhall not taicc up time in looking for it. The 
Prefident) confiderit^g them as generous Republicans, (and well he 
might after what had paffed) he makes an addrefs to them, ex- 
preffing .much the iame fentiraents as thofe in which they had 
addreffed him, and then he concludes ty faying — " without doubt 
V the time approaches when we (hall foon fend congratulations to 
" the National Convention of England.** 

Gentlemen,- you will likewife find that the London Corre- 

^nding Society, and the Conftitutional Society, endeavoured to 

excite perfons in all parts of this kingdom to fend thefe addrefles ; 

that^ in point of faft, there are various other addrefles fenr, of 

fioiilar import, at the inftigation of thefe Societies, and the intent 

of them, I think, cannot poffibly be mifundcrftood ; but take the 

intent of them to be what you will, let my learned Friend tell 

you, as he will, that there as yet was no war between Great 

Britain and France, you will allow me to fay that there is evidence 

of adiftiniSl intent that there fbould be a National Convention in 

England^ and that the French foldiers of liberty {hould aflift what 

they would call the foldiers of our liberty, whether there (hould 

be a war between Great Britain and France or not ; and you- will 

allow me to fay that, in that very month of November 179^', a 

paffage occurs, in which France does in effect declare war againft 

all oations that did not adopt her principles, and allow the people 

to put them into execution. 

In a confpiracy, as widely extended as this is, I (hall undoubt- 
edly infift, before you and the court, that the afts of individuals, 
and particularly the afts of perfons fent to prefent addrefles to a 
foreign country, that what they do in reference to thefe ads is 
evidence -againft all of them, and likewife that letters, which 
the perfons write relative to the fame addreffes, are evidence 
againft each of them, whether written by the particular indi- 
vidual or no, as being in the profecution of the (ame purpofe. 
Upon the 20ih of Sq>tcmbcr, 1792, Mr. Froft, who was then 
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9t Paris ft^tes his notions in a letter to Mr. T0oke» t( Ae 
real efFed of this tranfadion of the lodi of Aug«ft» ^79^ ^hoiit 
which time Mr. Paine m^e bis firft appearance in die Kationaf 
Convention — ^' Without the affair of the lOth.of Auguftylibcrtf 
<< was over — We dine to*day with Petion— j^aim has entenJ 
«< his name on the roll of pvMament, and went tfaroogk tke 
^ forms of office with a great deal of non^balanoe^wiiWe art 
^* well lodged, and befide our bed-roomSy have an entertatlui^ 
^< room for Members to be (hewn into^ and leveral hftve called 
•* upon us this morning." 

Then you will £nd, that tbere^ being a prcjed io fend ihaet 
Xo the foldiers of France, and arms and muflcetSy with reQwA 
to which projed the prifoner was a contributor— for the ptfqMfe 
of having this prefent from England to France properly diftri^ 
buted in France, the following letter is writen to the Mayor of 
Paris : 

^ Sir, you are in no want of friends in England^ who adent* j 
•* ly wifh to be ufeful to French liberty ; but we '#?ft-ta 
*' know fome one of your friends who rcfides in lioyftdhy.iii i 
^' whom you have an entire confidencf^ and to Whofe we may ■ 
^ give our money, in the affurance tiiat it will Be *fiffJKttedf to : 
** you without delay and without fraud. Mr. Froft, tliJ'Whoffi I 
f^tUtruft this letter, is going to fet out immediately witfcfMr. 
<frPiiftc for Paris, and allows me no tih% Tor ceremony, tf it 
** were neceflary. I requeft yoa to fend me Ae name of fomer 
'^ Frenchman in London, merchant, or other, for the purpofe 
** above mentioned. We can now begin the puUic contribu- 
« tion towards our patriotic gift with a tboufand pounds flcr- 
« ling, and I have no doubt but it will amount in time to fcveral 
« thoufands ; if you confidcr this ftep in the fame point of view 
« that we do, you will fee in it much ufe to tht conrnm laufe 
** in England and France. I intreat you to give me your fenri- 
<< ments upon the fubjetSV, and to point out to me the means by 
*< which I may be ufeful to you." 

This is anfwered upon the firft of Oaober by Petion, thus- 
J^ You cannot, Sir, doubt of my eagerncfs to fecond views fo 

« ufcful, 
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*^ ufefiil, which will for ever merit our gratitude, will rivet the 
" links of fraternity between us, and hiuft produce the greatelt 
*^ advantages to England and France, I fhall have the honour, 
** Sir^ offending you, without delay, the name of the perfon in 
•" whofe hands you may place the ftinds which you deftine to 
^ the fupport of a caufe which, in trutli, is that of all people 
*' who chcrifc liberty.'* 

Gentlemen, it may be In the recolleftion of perhaps moft who 
now hear me, that circuriiftances of this fort, which were fup- 
pofcd to be in exiftence, but which, in fa£l, were not capable of 
being proved to be in exiftence, had excited in this country con- 
siderable alarm in the minds of many pcrfons who live in it— 
This alarm, it feems to have been thought neceflary, both in the 
Conftitutional Society, and alfo in the London Corrtfponding 
Society, in fome degree to lay aflecp, as far as it affected them ; 
they thought it neceffary, therefore, to give fome declaration, 
as they call it, of their principles^ and I will ftate to you (hortly 
what that was — but the explanation, which the London Cor- 
refpohding Society gave, was thought fo little fafe, though it 
was given for the purpcfe of laying afleep alarms, that it will be 
mtittOiy proved to you — that being written, as I am Inftru(a:ed 
to ftate to you (and I do it bccaufc I am inflrufted, and it is 
my dtity) being written by Mr. Vaughan, it was agreed to be 
ftuck up round the town at midnight — that accordingly a per^ 
fon, of the name of Carter, a bill-fticlcer, was employed for 
that purpofe ; that fome miftake happened between him and his 
employers ; that having made that miftakei he was not thought 
a proper perfon to be employed in confiderable bufinefs in the 
Society afterwards : This perfon was taken up in the ac): of 
fticking the bills round this town, which contains this adJrefs-— 
he was profecuted— he was convi£ted-^and lay fix months in a 
gaol in confequence of that contidion, and this was the fate 
that attended the liTuing into the world an addrcfs, which was to 
appear not originally by daylight, but by midnight. 

With refpcft to the addrcfs of the Conftitiftlonal Society, I 
think I (hall not be thought to make an unfair obfcrvation upon 
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it when I fay this — that if I had not read to you what I havtf 
already read, you would have found it impoiHble to fay what it 
was, upon reading that paper> that they meant to iay, who pub- 
lifhed it ; but after what I have read to you, I think you can 
have no difficulty to determine that the paper they publifhed^ 
and the paper of the Correfponding Society, were by no mem 
fuch as were calculated in any manner to difavow thofe prio* 
ciples, which I think I have (hewn you fatisfad^orily, from 
March, 1792, were the principles they aded upon and adopted. 

Gentlemen, the addrefs of the London Correfponding Society 
is in thefe words : — " Friends and fellow countrymen, unle& 
'^ we are greatly deceived, the time is approaching when the 
" ohjcSt for which we ftruggle is likely to come within our 
" reach ; that a nation, like Britons, (hould be free, it is re- 
" quilite only that Britons fhould will it to become fo"— that, 
is a paflage borrowed from Mr. Paine — " that fuch fhould be 
" their will— the abufes of our original conftitution, and the 
" alarms of our ariftocratic enemies, fufficiently witnefs : Con- 
" fident in the purity of our motives, and in the juftice of our 
** caufe, let us meet falfehood with proofs, and hypocrify with 
" plainnefs ; let us perfevere in declaring our principles, and 
'' mifreprefentation will meet its due reward — contempt. 

" In this view the artifices of a late ariftocratic affociation, 
" formed on the 20th inftant, call for a few remarks on ac- 
*' count of the declarations they have publifhed, relative to 
" other clubs and focieties formed in this nation ; it is true that 
« this meeting of gentlemen"— (for fo they llile themfelves) 
*' have mentioned no names, inftanced no fads, quoted no au- 
** thorities"— it was a little difficult to do it, unlefs they had 
the means of feeing all the correfpondences at home and 
abroad — " but they take upon themfelves to aflert that bodies of 
'' their countrymen have beep aflbciated, profeifing opinions 
*' favourable to the rights of man, to liberty and equality"— 
mark thefe expreffions— " and moreover that thefe opinions 
*' are conveyed in the term, no King, no Parliament.** 

Gentlemen, what I have been endeavouring to ftate to you 
is this, that it is neceffarily to be inferred from their principles 

that 
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that tfi«y did mean to aflert, when they were ripe for it, no Kin^j 
m Parliament: it is not my imputation — I do not know whofe 
it was, to which this alludes, that they did exprefs their opinion 
in tbt language^ no Ktng^ no Parliament ; but I fay that they 
exprefied their opinions ia language, ^hich, when accurately 
looked at, as forcibly import the ideas, as if they had ufed the 
words no Kingy no Parlimnent — " if this be intended to include 
** the focieties to which we refpeSively belong, we here, in the 
** moft folemn manner, deny the latter part of the charge"— 
What is the latter part of the charge ? that they do not mean 
to have a King or Parliament? No— but that the opinions are 
conveyed in the terms, no King, no Parliament — *' whoever 
" Audi attribute to us the expreflions of no King, no Parliament^ 
" or any defign of invading the property of other men, is guilty 
** of a wilful, an impudent, and a malicious falfehood" — and 
then this paper ilating a great deal more which, in juftice to 
the paper itfelf, (hall be read to you, concludes thus — ^< Let 
« us wait and watch the enfuing feffion of Parliament, from 
" whom we lAve much to hope and little to fear. The Houfe 
" of Commons may have been the fource of our calamity, it 
*^ may prove that of our deliverance ; (bould it not, we truit we 
" (hall not prove unworthy of our forefathers, whofe exertions 
" in the caufe of mankind fo well deferve our imitation." 

Now, Gentlemen, I afk, after concluding this letter, what 
this means — " if Parliament (hould not do it." — If we are ready 
to admit that Parliament is formed upon principles that make 
it competent to do the thing, if it pleafe to do it, it is all well ; 
but if it won't — then we will not prove unworthy our forefathers, 
whofe exertions in the caufe of mankind fo well deferve our 
imitation-— and referring you back to the corrcfpondencc be- 
tween the Norwich and the London Corrcfponding Society, to 
the declaration of the 6th of Auguft, 1792, which faid they 
had nothing to look for from Parliament — to the corrcfpondencc 
with the National Convention of France — to the conduft, 
which, in the prefencc of their delegates, was permitted — and 
never repudiated by any aft of the London Corrcfponding Society, 
and referring yo\i| moreover, to the fubfequent evidei>ce> which 
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I have to ofTef to you, I think you will iind that the fentimentr 
which is exprefl'ed by the author of this paper, upon the i^th of 
];<Tovember, 1 792, was a fentiment which, if followed up by 
tbofe who continue to hold it, meant that, if Parliament di4 not 
give them redrefs, they would have i|; by their own force* 

With refpeGt to the Conftitutional Society, all it thinks pro* 
per to fdy upon the fubjefl: is this:.---*^ That the objeft of this 
*' Society, from its iirft inftitution to the prefent moment of 
(^ alarm, has uniformly been to promote the welfare of tbe^ 
*' people" — I beg your attention to thcfe words'-^" has uni- 
^ formly been to promote the welfare of the people by all con'* 
^* ftitutional means." — ^Now if I were to flop here, with a view 
to (hew you what you are to underfiand by the words— ^< all 
^^ conftitutional means" — Are the means I have been ftating 
conflitutional means ? Will it make the means more conftitu* 
tional than they really are, becaufe they choofe to call them fo ?-»- 
^' And to expoiie in their true light the abufes which have im^ 
<^ perceptibly crept in, and at lad grown to fuch a height, as to 
^< raife the mofl ferious apprehenlions in every true friend of 
*f the conftitution." 

*' Refolvcd, 2dIy-^That this Society difclaims the idea of 
<* wiftiing to efFedt a change in the prefent fyftem of things by 
(^ violence and public con^motion, but that it trufts to the good 
^' fenfe of the people"-«-You will find, before I have done^ that 
in April, 1793, it could not truft to the good fenfe of the 
people — '^ when they fhall be fully enlightened on the fubje£l to 
<« procure without difturbing the public tranc[uillity an eSeiSlual 
<^ and permsMient reformt 

** Refolvcd, 3dly— That the intentions of this and fimilar 
^< Societies hav^ of latp been grofsly calumniated by thofe who 
^^ are interefted to perpetuate abufes, and their agents, who 
<' have been induftrious to reprefent the Members of fuch Sot 
<< cieties, as n)^n of dangerous principles, wiihing to deftroy all 
^< focial order, diflurb the ftate of property, and introduce anar-* 
^( chy and coqfufioq \fi^c7(,d qf regular government. 

** Refolved, 4.thly— That, in order to counteract the opera* 
^^ tion of fuch ^rofs afperfionsj w^ to prevent cbefii from checks 
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^< iiig die progrefs of liberal inquiryi it is at this time peculiarly 
*^ expedient that this and ftmilar Societies ihould publicly afiert 
^* tbe rcAitude of their principles* 

<< Refolved— That the faid Refolutions be adopted, in order 
^^ for printing in the newTpapers.'' 

Now I deGre any perfon to read that paper through again, 
and then, Gendemen of the Jury, if it is relied upon, be fo 
good as aSk yourielvet what is the definite meaning in any one 
I>ai&ge in it^ 

About die (ame dme there is an addrtft from the Manchefter 
Sociecy, dated the 14th of December, 1792, which*appears to 
kive been read in the Confticudonal Society, in the prefence of 
die prifoner, and which addreis has fome very particubr cir- 
cumftances about it, for you will find that there was arefoludofi 
upon the 14th of December, 1792, in thefe words— Read 9 
printed addreft from M^uicbefter— Refolved, that the faid addreft 
be approved for publifliing in the newfpapers. 

It appears by a paper, which I (ball produce to you, that 
the words Riod a printed addnfs frnn Manchefter^ are in the 
h^iid-wrtting of Mr. Tooke ; that ^d^e addrefs itfelf is in 
die band-writing of Mr. Tooke ; whether it' was a copy 
•f any addreft at Manchefter or not, I do not know: this 
acUreft appears afterwards to be in print, it is ient for pub-* 
ycattont^and with a view to (hew to the public what t^XtVLt 
die diftribttdon of libels has arifen to in the progreft of a 
treafonable purpofe in London, this addrefs was ordered to be 
printed, and that a hundred thouCind copies of it ihould be dif-^ 
tribttted to their correfpondents in Great Britain dnd Ireland.—- 
The report that was made upon it was, that it bad been offered 
10 the Morning Chronicle and Morning Poft, and that the paper 
iifelfy though drawn by a mafterly band, was fuch, that they durft 
not venture to print it-— I believe it was however printed in Lon- 
Joo. You will occafiooally fee papers printed in the country, at 
Manchefter, if«London will not do it ; or if tbe law of England 
bas reached as fiu- as this fide of tbe Tweed, fo as to check the 
publicadon of a Ubel^ then it is carried over the Tweed, in 
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order to be publlflied in Scotland, where it might be more fafely 

done. 

Now in this paper, which bears date upon the 14th of Dc-' 
ccmber, 1792, and recollcaing, as I hope you will do, what I 
have already ftated to you of the principles of thofe who were 
concerned in Ihis tranfadion, as thefe principles had been mani- 
fefted in all the other tranfadtions I have ftated to you, you will 
find there is this paffage : He fays — " To gull the poor with the 
** infolent falfehood, that the laws are the fame for the poor as 
" the rich, or with idle panegyrics on a rotten conftitution,' 
" which you have not examined, and of which you feel not the 
" benefit — The real friends of the people hear with pity and 
" bear with patience the hourly calumnies to which they arc ex- 
" pofed J they entertain, however, no perfonal enmities, no 
'' averfion, but to the enemies of the people, and no difrefpeft' 
** to the conftitution, but where it is hoftile to the rights of 
*' the people." 

Now, why it is faid to be hoftile to the rights of the people,' 
I think, can be pretty well underftood, after what I have ftated 
to you about thefe communications with France ; but it need 
not be left there, for yo^i will find that this is more diftin6Uy 
ftated in the draught of an anfwer to a letter, which was like- 
wife reiid and entered among the minutes of this Society upon the 
t6th of OtSober 179*.: the draught of the anfwer feems to have 
been prepared on the 2d November, 1 792 j it was to be fe*nt to the 
editors of the Patriot, The editors of the Patriot were perfons* 
who were living at Sheffield; and it will appear by the papers, the* 
fubftance of which I have not really bodily ftrcngth enough to ftate 
to you, were affiliated at the fame time with the London Cor- 
refponding Society, and alfo with the Conftitutional Society, in 
the propagation of their principles, and this in an extent, which no 
language can do juftice to, which it is impoffible to defcribe to 
you without reading a particular letter in which they thenfelvet 
ftate their mode of proceeding, and which, for the purpofe 
of informing you in this refped^, fliall be prefently read to you : 
To one of them the following is an anfwer, and I beg your 
attention to it, of the 2d of November, 1792. 

ii We 
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*' Wc rejoice with you in the increafe of the Members of tho 
*' Societies of Freedom ; our bofoms glow with the feiuimcn'ts— 
^^ we are brothers in affe£tion with you, and with the freemen of 
*' Stockport" — (who wrote that letter which I before obferved 
upon, which ftates that nothing can do but a Convention, 
and that their objedl is a government immediately conftituted 
by the people i that that cannot be while the Crown or the 
Lords, as you choofe to conftrue the letter, retain their authority) 
—They add — " Freedom, though an infant, makes Herculean 
" efforts" — Now they meant nothing in the world to the pre- 
judice of the monarchy, they meant nothing in the world but a 
full reprefentation of the People in a Parlialhient co-exifting with 
King and Lords, They add — " The vipers, ariftocracy," that 
is perfons who have got coats upon their backs— ^^ and monar- 
« chy" — we have it yet in England, Gentlemen-^" are panting 
'^ and writhing under its grafp : May fuccefs, peace, and happi* 
• " nefs, attend thofe efforts." — That letter, fo prepared, will be 
produced to you with the corre£tions of Mr.,Horntf Tooke, ia 
his own hand* 

Gentlemen, I have now gone through, as well as I am able, and 
I hope you will keep in view the cafe I have ftated, the principles 
and pradices of thcfe Societies, with all their affiliations. I 
ought to mention to you that you will find in the evidence, ag 
it is laid before you, moil uncommon induflry in picking up frefh 
connections. If a paper appeared in the country, ftating that a 
Society of any fort was formed, you will find immediate induftry 
to conne£l them, and affiliate theiti with the London CorrcTpond- 
ing and Conftitutional Societies. If thefe Societies profeffcd— - 
as for inftance the Stockport Society profeffcd — that they would 
have nothing but a government conftituted immediately by thcm- 
felves, they contrive to give an anfiver fatisfai^ory to them. If 
the Societies profeffcd attachment to the monarchy, and dcfired 
explanation whether they meant Mr. Pitt's plan, which Mr. 
Paine laughs at — or whether they meant the Duke of Rich- 
mond's plan— «r whether 'they meant, as a letter you will hear by 
and by fays, to rip up monarchy by the roots, you will find they 
fatiisfied them all fuSciently to erJid ihem all for that purjxife 

which, 



( 138 ) 
which, from their own tranfaftions, I ftate to be neither raoro 
nor lefs, than to do, what Mr. Paine did in his book, to combine 
the principles, which they ftated, when the times were ripe for 
it, with the praSiccs which were correfpondent with thofe prin- 
ciples ; to apply thofe principles, which were alike the principles 
of thefe Societies and of the French Conftitution of 179 !» and 
which Mr. Paine, Mr. Barlow, and thofe addrcffers to the Con- 
vention, receiving fuch anfwcrs from the Convention in 1792, 
declared had produced a conftitution in France upon the lOth of 
Auguft 1792, to apply them not to form that, which in its na- 
ture is an abfurdity, a Royal Democracy, but that, which upon 
principle is confiftent,' though it is a wretched bad government, 
a Reprefentathe governnunty to be exchanged here in lieu of our 
limited monarchy, in lieu of our government, under which I ftate 
it, with a defiance to the world to tell me that I do not ftate it 
truly, that a people never did enjoy, fince the providence of God 
made us a people, (you may talk about theories as you pleaie) 
that they pever did enjoy, for fo long a time together, fuch at 
quantum of a£tual private happinefs and private profperity, public 
faappincfs and public profperity, under any conftitution, ^'' we 
have enjoyed under the conftitution, to the deftruflion or the 
liipport of which it is for you to judge whether fuch means, as I 
have been ftating to you, were defigned to be employed. 

The next thing that was to be done, was to go on in ftrength- 
ening themfelves by affiliation ; and you will find accordingly that 
they have connexions at Norwich, Sheffield, Leeds, and other 
places : indeed, there was hardly a county, in which they had not 
affiliated Societies, andi| if you believe them, to great numbers. 

The next ftep they took was, not that they fliould have it ac- 
compliflied — their principles would not let them accomplifh it— 
but it was for the purpofc of attaching more and more affiliated 
Societies, that they began now to think, in the year 1 793, of 
making applications to Parliament, Gentlemen, in the courfe 
^f that year, 1793, whilft they are to jnake applications to Par- 
liament, you will find that they diftinftly difcjfs the utility of 
^oing fo. The London Correfponding Society, it v/ill be proved 
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to you, take the opinion »f the Societies in the country with re^ 
fpeH to three diftind propofitions. Mark this. 

Now, Gentleman, in September 1 792, the Stockport Society tol J 
the London Correfponding Society that there was no hope of doing; 
any thing but in a Convention : the London Correfpondirig Society 
give the anfwer that I have before ftated. They begun to think of 
this thing called a Convention in the beginning of the year 1793, 
and they propofe having communication, on the other hand, from 
the Country Societies. They ftate three propofitions— what is it 
wc are to do ?— Are we 10 make an application to Parliament ? — 
Are we to make an application to the King ?-— That vvould have 
been to make application to the King that he would be gracioufly 
pleafed, according to the oath which he takes upon his coronation, 
to give his confent to meafures, which were to deftroy the go- 
vernment of the country, as it exifls, and of himfelf as a part of 
it ! Or are we to have a Convention ? You will find, when the 
whole of the evidence is laid before you, there is a vaft deal of 
difcufSon about this meafure of a Convention, there is a vad deal 
of difcuflion about applying to Parliament. The application to 
the King is thought futile without more ; but they come to this 
dbternaination, that things are not yet ripe : but that the appli- 
cation to Parliament, however, may be one means of ripening that, 
is not yet mature ; and theii foliciting petitions from all parts 
of the kingdom", telling thofe, from whom they aft them, that 
diey do not mean that they fliould have any eiFedb, that they are all 
wafte paper, canvafling all parts of the kingdom, and getting fig- 
natures in the way you will find, they fend the petitions to Parlia- 
ment, which, for myfelf and my pofterity, I thank God Parliament 
did not attend to ; I mean petitions to introduce a change in the 
Government upon the principle of annual fuffrage and univerfal 
reprefentation. 

They determined for the prefent that they would content them- 
fclves with petitions : that this would occafion a great deal of dc-r 
bate ; that that would give theni a vaft variety of opportunities of 
difcuffing the point they had had in agitation fince J792 ; and, if 
(be public . mind was not ripe for a Coiivcntion in 1 793> the 
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proceeding^ and tranfa£lions of 1793 ^^^ a natural and an ob- 
vious tendency, when thefe tranfaiSions were made a proper ufe 
o^ to bring to maturity the projed, not yet come to maturity : 
you will find therefore that both the London Correfponding So- 
ciety and the Society for Conftitutional Information keep this 
object in view. 

The Norwich Society, upon the 5th of March 17931 ^^ 
thus to the Society for Conftitutional Information, and which you 
will fee had held corrcfpondence alfo with the London Corre- 
fponding Society upon the fubjefl: of the fame propofition : ** It 
^^ is with peculiar fatisfa£lion that we are favoured with your 
" correfpondence,"— they firft fay. — " We wiflb to find out a 
** method of rcdrefs ; at prefent we fee a great propriety in 
^ univerfal fuSrage and annual ele£lions ; but we beg you will be 
^ obliging enough to inform us of what you have colle<9:ed of the 
•* fenfe of the people by your corrcfpondence : we have to in- 
•* form you that our worthy Correfponding Societies of London 
** have recently fubmitted three |)ropofitions for our inveftiga- 
^ tion ; fir A) whether a petition to Parliament^ or an addrefs to 
*' the King^ or a Conventionm** 

When I find here the word Convention, I think I may addrefs 
this queflion to you as men of common fenfe : If in Auguft 1792 
the London Correfponding Society, by the addrefs which I have 
read to you, have told you diflindUy that they cannot get any re- 
drefs from Parliament, is it not marvellous how it is to be made 
out in argument that in March 1793 ^^7 ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ Con- 
vention in order to get it from Parliament, and more particularly 
to get it from that Parliament, which, upon their own principles, 
was not competent to give itj if they had a mind to take it from 
Parliament ? 

** J^crmit us briefly to ftate our views for your revifal ; and, 
*' with rcfpcft to the firft, we behold we are a conquered people; 
" we have tamely ftibmitted to the galling yoke, and refiftance in 
*^ the prefent circum/lances is vain ; we cannot, we cannot aft the 
** man j and, as necefTity has no law, we think ourfelves under 
" that degrading neccffity to ftate our grievances to the Houfe of 
** Commons with a requcft for rcdrefs j and Ihould they rcfufc"— 
8 which 
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which they did — ^ to grant our reaibnable petition, we haris 
^ ftill got (no thanks to them)" — here is an accurate, a fliort 
dclcription of the affiliated Societies — "a formidable engine, 
" that will convey the infult to the remoteft parts of the king- 
"^ dom : as to the propriety of the fecond, we wifli to fubmit 
** to your fuperior judgment, and (hould efieem it a favour to be 
'^ infornned of the refult ; for at prefent we are dubious of its good 
^ confequeoces. LafUy, aC9nvention ; and ob ! that the period 
'^ were arrived; but, in the prefent fiate of affairs, alas ! it is 
'' impracticable : yet this is the obje<3: we purfue, and efteem any 
^^ other means only in fubordiijation to, and as having a tendency 
^ to accooipliih that deCrable end. 

** We wifli to be in unifon with our brethren and fellow-Ia- 
<^ bourers, and fhould be glad of any-information, as foon as it Is 
•* convenient ; and we beg your advice whether it is necciTary, 
^ as foon as poffible, to colIe£t flgnaturcs to a petition y^ a nd 
** representation of the people?^* 

This letter of the 5th Marob 1 793, having been received from 
Norwich, you will find that Mr. Froft, who had then lately come 
from France, and was about that time, I believe, talking of no 
King in this country, in which it is not yet quite lawful to 
fay fo, was thought an extremely proper perfon to draw up a 
letter in anfwer to this ; and accordingly it is ftated upon the books 
of the Society, that Mr. Froft was ordered to prepare that an- 
fwer : however, it got into abler bands ; for, unlefs I am again 
mif-inftruclcd, it was fettled by counfel, and the fubftance I wiH 
now read to you. It is dated the i6th of April 1793 : " From 
" the Secretary of the Society for Conflitutional Information to 
** the Secretary of the United Political Socities at Norwich. — We 
'^ have to acknowledge with great fatisfadlion the letter which you 
** favoured us with, dated the 5th inftant, relative to the moft de- 
" firable of all other objeci?, the reform of a parliamentary rcprefen- 
** tation. The honour you do us in fuppofing that vise are better 
** fitted than yourfclves for the promotion of political knowledge, 
** we mud difclaim, becaufe we obferye, with the greatefl pleafure, 
^ that our country correfpondents have too much zeal and infor- 
** mation to want fuccefs in their public endeavours, whether 
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-••at Norwidl, at Sheffield, at Manchefter, or elfewherev 
♦* throughout the nation. In out fincerity for the good of our 
*^ country we truft that we are all equal, and^as fuch, we doobc 
*' not of our ultimate fucce& 

" We fee with forrow the exiflcnce of thofe evils, which you 
^* fo juftly^ rcprcfent as the ftreams of corruption overflowing riiis 
" once free and profperous country. We fe6 with furprife and 
" abhorrence that men are to be found, both able and willing to 
" fupport thbfe corruptions. It is, however, no fmall confolatkm 
*' to find that others are not wanting in every point of the nation ^ 
•" of an oppofite charafter, who are ready to remedy, by all lau- 
*' dable and honourable means, the defed: in our reprefentaticA), 
*' the ufurped extenfion of the duration of Parliaments, and odier 
** grievances, fuch as you nptice in your letten 

" That the conftitution of England has no more of that cha- 
** rafter it once poflefled; that the fuppofed democracy of the 
*' country has become a matter of property and privilege ; and 
>' that we have therefore no longer that mixed government, 
" which our adverferies are praifing, when tliey know it is no 
*' longer in our pofleiEon, are fefts notorious and indifputabfe : 
** Where then are we to look for the remetly ?"— moft afluredly 
thofe who had faid on the 6th of Auguft 1 792 they would not 
look to Parliament, would not be fo inconfiftent as to fay that 
they would look to it in April 17937—" to that Parliament of 
♦* wbicli we complain ? to the Executive power, which is impli- 
. *' citly obeyed, if not anticipated in that Parliament ? or to our- 
*' felves?" 

NoWjWJioareourfelves? why, thofe affiliated Societies! ** onr- 
*« felves reprefented in fome meeting of delegates for theextenfivc 
*' purpofe of reform, which we fuppofe you underlUnd by the 
** term Convcjition'' The Norwich Society writes to the Confti- 
tutional Society, and it propofes a Convention as the only means 
of doing this bufmefs. The Conftitutional Society dates that it 
is to be done only in a Convention,— of what? of themfelve5* 
Why then, I fay, upon the i6th of April 1793, the Confti- 
tutional Society conftrued the ails of the 20th of January 1794* 
which I fliall allude to prefently, and the 27th of March I794» 

becaufe 
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l-jecaufe the Conftltutional Society faid that a Convention was a 
convention of themfelves, reprefented in fome meeting of dele- 
gates, — and for what purpofe ? for the extenfive p^rpofcs of re- 
form ; — how ? by applying to Parliament ? No, Why this paflage 
ftatcs exprefely that the rea(bn why they would have a Convention 
Was, becaufe they would not apply to Parliament, and can I im- 
pute to men of underftanding, that are employed in this bufinefs, 
for there are men of underftanding enough employed in this buli- 
nefs, whether that underftanding is properly employed in this 
bufineis is not for me to fay any thing about, can 1 impute any 
thing fo abfurd to men of underftanding as that they meant to 
forma Convention, which Convention fhould carry tlieir petition 
to Parliament ? 

" It is the end of aich of thefe propofitions that we ought to 
f * look to ; and, as fuccefs in a good caufe muft be the eflPeft of 
** perfcverance and the rifing reafon of the time, let us determine 
** with coolnefs, but let us perfevere with decifion. As to ^ 
y ** Convention^ we regard it as a plan the moft dcfirable and moft 
•* pra£ticable;" — when ? fo foon as the great body of the people 
fhall be virtuous enough to join us in the attempt ? No — but 
** fo foon as the great hody of the people fhall be courageous and 
** virtuous enough to join us in tlie attempt." You will fee whe- 
ther the interpretation. Which I give of t*be word " courageous'' 
by the manner in which I mean to expreis it, is due to it or not, 
by what I have to ftate to you. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, with a view to explain this thing called 
a Conventipn, as contra-diftingui(hed from parliament, give me 
leave to carry back your attention for a moment to January 25, 
1797* In this Societ}', which, in November 1792, had the cor- 
refpondencewidi France, which I ftated, in January 17935 when 
Wc were on the eve of a war, and upon the eve of a war which 
had been produced by the j)rinciplcs which brought fraterniza- 
tion into this country, and took place foon after that decree of 
November 1792, you will find that thefe refolutions were come 
fo— " That Citizen St. Andre, a member of the National Con- 
•* vention of France,'' — that Convention which had dcpofed a 
King, as tliat which could not exifl in a government, formed 
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"upon the principles of the rights of man, as difclofed by Mf# 
Painc^ his fellow-member in that Convention,—** as one of th« 
** moll judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be 
" admitted an affociated honorary member of this Society.'- 
•* Refolved, That Citizen Barrere, a member of the National 
•* Convention of France, being confidered by us as one of the 
" moft judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be 
** admitted an affociated honorary member of this Society. 

" Rofolved, That Citizen Roland, being alfo confidered by us 
** as one of the moft judicious and enlightened friends of human 
** liberty, be admitted an affociated honorary member. 

" That the fpeeches" — Gentlemen, I particularly requeft 
your attention to this—-" that the fpeeches of Citizen St. Andre 
** and Citizen Bairdre, aflbciated honorary members of this So- 
** ciety, as given in the Gazette Nationale ou Moniteur univer- 
** felle of Paris on the 4th, 6th, and 7th of January 1793, be 
** inferted in the books of this Society ;" — and, as far as this So- 
ciety could effeftuate it, they endeavoured alfo to have thcfe 
refolutions publiflied in the newfpapers, and it will be in proof to 
you tliat, in the books of the Society, it is refolved that each of 
thefe refolutions fhould be fo publiflied. • 

Now, Gentlemen, I fliall prove to you, by evidence com- 
pletely effcdlual for that purpofe, what thcfe fpeeches were, and 
then, if you will be fo good as to aflc yourfelves what the Confti- 
tutional Society, which in January and February ordered thefe 
fpeeches to be publiflied, meant by a Convention in that letter of 
the i6th of April 1793, y^^ ^^^^ j^^gc whether that Conven- 
tion was to be the means (becaufe they would neither apply to 
the King, the executive power, nor to the Parliament), was to 
be the means of handing their application to Parliamcut ; or whe- 
ther, on the other hand, it was to be tl)c means of introducing 
by its own force a Rcprcfentative Government in this country ; that 
affembly, which, you will find, they infill would for the time 
abforb all the powers of government, which, if it did exift, would 
delegate its legiflative power only fo long as they choofe to delegate 
it, a body competent to create a Icgiflaturc, and poffeffmg within 
itftlfan eternal power of rcfoiin, an eternal fourcc of revolution. 

With 
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With refpe&- to St. Andre, fpcaking to the Gonvchtlon, he 
fays, ** your right to decide the fate of Kings arifes from your 
**. being a Revolutionary AfleoiUy, created by the nation'*— a 
Revolutionary Affembiy cheated by the nation in fuch a ftatc is 
at leaft that thing, which I think no good Englilhman ever will 
wilh to exift to fee — " a Revolutionary Affembiy created by the 
*'. nation in a ftate of infurre£Uon." 

Speaking of the trial of the King of France, they fay, " this 
*' proceeding is of the higheft importance to public order, abfo- 
** lutely neceffary to the exiftcnce of liberty, and conneS^d with 
" whatever is held mod facrcd by the nation.*' 

♦* The people of Paris" — this is upon the qucftioti whctlicr 
the perfon of the King be inviolable, a maxim unqueftionably 
true in the conftitution of this country, a maxim pcrfcdlly con- 
fiftent with the civil liberties of the people, bccaiife, though the 
King's perfon is inviolable, he has advifers, who are violablc as 
to every aft that he does. — " The people of Paris, by making an 
** holy infurreftion againft the King on the loth of Auguft,"— - 
that loth of Auguft, which, in Mr. Froft's letter to Mr. Tooke, 
was abfolutely neceffary to the exiftcnce of liberty in France -7 
*' deprived him of his charafter of inviolability. The people of 
** the other departments applauded this infurreftion, and adopted 
** the confcquence of it. The people liave therefore formally 
*' jntcrpofed to deftroy this royal inviolability. The tacit 
" confcnt of the people rendered the perfon of the King 
** inviolable, the aft of infurreftion"— I pray heaven defend us 
from the operation of fuch principles In this country — ** tlic ai^t 
*' of infurreftion was a tacit repeal of that confcnt, and was 
*' founded on tlie fame grounds of law as the confcnt itfcif : the 
** King's perfon is inviolable only with relation to the other 
** branches of the legiflature, but not with relation to tlie people.*' 

.Now, I aik what did tHofc Gentlemen, who ordered this 
fpeech to be pubiiihed, that the King's peifon was inviolable 
only with relation to the other branches of the legiflature, when 
they were talking of conventions, mean ? I am forry to fay that 
my mind is drawn to the conclufion that they thought the King's 
pctfoa was not inviolable with relation to the people, a convea- 
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tion of whom Was to I>c formed, and was to be formed becrofe ail 
application to Parliament was ulckfs. 

Now, let us fee the dcfeription of a Convention. *« A Con- 
*' vcntion "diflFers from an orcfiftary Icgiflatwre irt tliii re^peft: t 
" legiflature is only a fpecies of fopcrintending msL^ihzcjt a m6* 
** derator of the powers of government : a Convention iSia'per- 
** feft reprefentation of the ibvereign : tfic mcmbcps of the Le- 
^' giflatrve AffemWy aScd in Auguft upon thcfe principles, in 
** fummoning the Convention; they declare*'— precifcly as is de- 
clared in the letter I have been reading to you — ** that they ktf 
" but one meafure which could fave France, namely, to have re* 
^' courfe to the fupreme will of the people, and to invite the 
** people to excrcife immediately that unalienable right of foye- 
** rcignty, which the conftitution had acknowledged, and which 
*' it could not fubjedl to any reftricSlion : the public intcreft re- 
** quired that the people fliould manifeft their will by the elec- 
*' tion of a National Convention, formed of reprcfentatives in- 
<* vefled by the people with unlimited powers. The people did 
** manifeft their will by the ele£lion of that Convention. The 
*' Convention being aflembled is itfelf that fovereign will, which 
** ought to prevail. It would be contrary to every principle to 
*' fuppofe that the Convention is not alone e^tclufively the cx- 
«< preffion of the general will. 

*' The powers of the Convention mufl, from the very nature 
<« of the affembly, be unlimited with refpedl to every meafure of 
** general fafety, fuch as the execution of a tyrant. It is no 
<* longer a convention, if it has not power to judge the King: a 
*' Convention is a Conftitucnt Body, i. e. a body that is to make 
*' a conftitution for the people ; a legiflature makes laws under 
*' an eftabliflied conftitution, and in conformity to it. It is dcf- 
*' potifm when, in the ordinary and permanent eftablifhment of 
*' a ftate, there is no feparation of powers; but it is of the very 
«* eflence of a Conftituent Body to concentre for the time all au- 
*« thority, it is the very nature of a National Convention to be 
" the temporary image of the nation, to unite in Itfelf all the 
** power of the ftate, to employ them againft the enemies o^ 
*« liberty, and to diftributc them in a n^w focial compaft called ^ 
«« conftitution." 

Gentlem^^: 
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^rtntlemen^ after:! have ftated that to you, I think I cannot 
pofTibiy be miftaken when I conceive that you can do no other- 
wife than put the fame cooftmclion upon this letter which I did. 

I Will Tvjw take the liberty of calling yonr attention to a letter 
of the 17th of May 1793, and the anfwer of the 26th May 1793, 
pafBng oVicr a greJit many letters, the fubftance of which you will 
inform yotirfelves of by having them read, namely, letters that 
prove affiliations Solicited and granted to Leeds, Tewkefbury, 
Coventry, and many places in the kingdom, more numerous than 
I apprehend you will believe, till you fee what the number of 
them is, by evidence, a£laally before you. 

Gentlemen, I beg leave now to call your attention, in order of -'^^'^ ^ 
time, to a letter of the 1 7th May 1 793, for it begins a corrcfpond- 
cncc moft exceffivcly material with that part of the country in 
which the Convention has been already held ; I mean Scotland, a 
Convention which I think I ihall iatisfy you did, for the time, aft 
upon the principles that I have dated to you, from the fpcech of 
Barrerc, as far as it could aft, and in which I think at the moment 
that I dddrefs y6iu, if it had not been flopped in the execution of 
its purpofes, and haid been joined by tliofe whofe afts we are con- 
iidering at this day,' you might have feen, in the fpeeches of a 
National Convention in Great Britain, a repetition of the lan- 
guage of Barrcrc, inftcSci of hearing it from me in a court of 
jufticc. 

Gentlemen, I hold it, in the office .tjjjt.t I fill, to be diie to the 
adminiftration of the juftice of this country, to fay diftinftly, 
if I underhand the cafe upon which certain perfons were t! ied for 
the afts which they did in Scotland, that, if they had been tried 
for high treafon, they would have had no right to complain : no 
right to complain if the queftion upon their conduft had been 
agitated in that fhape before a Jury of the country. 

Gentlemen, upon the 17th of May, a Mr. Urquhart going 
fixxn London, Mr. Hardy, and a perfon of the name of Mar- 
garet, celebrated in the future hiftory of this bulmcfs, join, and 
write a letter — parliament had, as they expeftcd it would, and as 
they meant it fliould, rejefted their petition — ** The London 
" Correfponding Society eagerly feizcs the opportunity of Mr. 
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«« tiffquliart going back to Edinburgh, to requcft of year Sodcty 
** a renewal of correfpondence, and a more intimate co-opcratiot 
*' in that which both Societies alike feck, viz. a reform in the par^ 
" liamentary rcprefentation. We are very fenfible that no Society 
** can by itfelf bring about that defirable end ; let us, therefore, 
** unite as niiuch as poflible, not only with each other, but wiA 
*• every other Society throughout the nation. Our petidom 
** you will have learned have been all of them unfucce&ful : our 
** attention muft now, therefore, be turned to fome more effic- 
*• tual means; from your Society we would willingly leara 
" them, and you, on your part, may depend uponour adopting the 
" firmed meafures, provided they are conftitutional, and we hope 
** the country will hot be behindhand with us.'* 

Now, by " conftitutional meafures** it is clear that they 
meant that a Convention^ as contra-diftinguiihed from a Parlia- 
itient, would be conftitutional : it is clear they ineant it, becauiie 
they have (aid it 

Then Mr. Skirving wfiles thusn— " Mr. Urquhart Hi me 
" the pleafure to call on Thurfday afternoon, and delivered your 
" letter of the 1 7th inft. I am much pleafcd whh the contents 
" of it, and fhall lay it before the firft meeting of our fixietics 
" here, which^ however, does not take place till Monday 
** fevennight. I would have acknowledged the receipt of your 
*' favour by yeftcrday's poft, but was too much employed in re- 
** moving oiir houfhoW to another lodging to attend to any thing 
" elfe." Now I beg your attention to this, becaufe you will 
fee in the tranfa<3ions of the people in convention in Edin- 
burgh, that they looked to what they were to do in cafe of a 
rebellion as well as any other. 

" If either you in England or we in Scotland fhould attempt, 
** feparately, the reform which we, I tnift, feek to obtain, we 
** fhould, by fo doing, only expofe our weaknefs, and manifefl 
" our ignorance of the corruption, which oppofes our important 
«' undertaking : if we fought only the extirpation of one fet of 
«' interefted men from the management of national affairs, that 
** place might be given to another fet ; without affecSing the 
** vitals adverfe to the fyftem of reform, thefe might be eafily 
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'* dccompliihed, but to cut up deep and wide rooted prejudlccst 
** to give cffe6hial energy to the diSates of truth in favour of 
•* public virtue and national profperity, in oppofition to felf and 
** all its interefted habits, and to withftand and overawe the 
** final efforts of the powers of darknefs, is the work of the 
** whole and not of a part ; a work to which mankind till this 
** awful period were never adequate, becaufe never till now cVif- 
** pofed to fraternize, not merely or only, I truft, from the 
•*fenfeofthc common danger to which we are expofed, but 
** from the ennobling principle of uniyerfal benevolence. 

*' I know no greater fervice that I can do my country, than 
•* to promote the union you fo wifely defire ; and I am happy to 
^* aflfure you, that I have hitherto difeovered no fentiment in 
^ our ailbciation, adverfe to the moft intimate and brotherly 
^ union with the afibciations in England. 

•* I think the minds of all muft in the nature of things be 
^* now turned to more effe^ual means of reform Not one per- 
" fon W3s convinced of the neceflity of it by the moft convincing 
V ^ttgnnjents of reafon, together with the moft unequivocal ex-r 
•* preffions of uniyerfal defire- What then is to be hoped for 
** from repetition ? I am only afraid that the bow in England 
*• againft reform was ia contnu£led that in returning it m:iy break. 
" You would willingly learn, ypu lay, from us — I own that we 
•' oo^^r to be forward in this : we have at once in great wifdom 
•* jperfe^ed our plan of oi^ni/ation, and if we were in the fame 
** independant ftate of mind z% the people of England, we would 
*• be able to take the lead — ^the affociations with you arc no 
•• more, J feaD — excufe my freedom— than an ariftocracy for 
** the good of the people : they are indeed moderate, firm , and 
*• yirtnoos, and better cannot be ; but we arc the people thrrn- 
" felvcs, and we are the firft to fhcw that the people can ?;'/'• 
•* ju%c and rcfolve, if undireQed by faction, with both wiM ;, 
^ and moderation. 

•* I have not a higher wifli In the prefcnt exertions ffjr : ' 
«* fann than to fee the people univcrlally and rcg^A^Ay rlv : 
^;ncd, becaufe lam pcrfuaded that the prefent difaftio-- .-. 
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** gngcmcnts will iflTue in ruin, and the people then muft provide 
*''for tlicmfclvcs, and it would bp unhappy, when we (bould be 
•* ready to aft with unanimity, to be occupied about organiza- 
** tion, without which however anarchy muft enfue — ^we will 
** not need but to be prepared for the event — to ftand ftill and fee 
** the falvation of the Lord — let us therefore take the hint given 
** us by our oppofcrs, let us begin in earned to make up our 
*' minds relative to the extent of reform, which we ought to fcck» 
*' be prepared to juftify it, and to controvert objeftions ; let us 
** model the whole in the public mind, let us provide every 
•* ftake and ftay of the tabernacle which we would cre£l, fo ! 
** that, when the tabernacles of oppreflion in the palaces of am- 
•* bition are broken down, under the niadncfs and folly of their 
** fupporters, we may then without anarchy and all dangerous 
** delay erc6l at once our tabernacle of rightcoufnds, and may 
<* the Lord himfelf be in it.*' 

Gentlemen, thefe arc things all very cafy to be underftood. 

*^ How hurtful to the feelings of a reflecting mind, to look 
^* back to the wretched ftate in which the Roman monarchy* 
** enfeebled and broken by its own corruptions, left the nations, 
** which it fubjc(flcd, like ihccp witliout a fliepherd ; they foon 
** became a prey to every invader, bccaufc there was none to 
** gather and unite thcms had they, forcfccing the evil, affo- 
*' ciatcd for mutual defence, no rpbber would have been ahlc 
** to enflave them, they would have given laws to all parties, as 
** well as to thcmfclvcs ; all feparate colonics and nations would 
*' have fouglit their alliance ; but not having virtue to affociate^ 
** and heal tlic divifions, and root out the fclfifli fpirit, which 
** ambition foftcring governments procure to their fubjedls, they 
*' fell under opprcffions from under whofe iron fccptrc tliey have 
*' never yet been able to deliver thcmfclvcs. 

*' We may fuppofe an event, which wc deprecate ; nav» 
*• fliould we not be prepared for every poflible iffue of the prcfcnC. 
** unprecedented divifions of mankind, we have a right to be apprc— 
" henfivc of the abilities of our own ixianagers, who are fo afrai J 
" to depart from precedent, that, like men ofdetail, they may b^- 
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^ madeqaate to the talk of preferving the veflel from (hipwreck, 
•• now grappling with danger not only great, but new and un- 
** common. If the prefent minifhy feil, who after them fhall 
** be tmfted ? It requires little penetration to fee the anarchy and 
•* dlfccH^d which will follow ; it will be fuch, that nothing fhort 
^* of a general unicm among the people themfelves, will be able to 
** heal : haile dierefore to aflbciate, at leaft to be ready to aflbciate ; 
•* if dien, fuch a broken ftateof things ihould take place, the civil 
*^ broils that would neceflarily enfue, would ibon fubfide before 
'* the united irrefiftible voice of the whole. Do not, I entreat 
** you, hefitate thinking fuch a work premature as jret," — ^this 
is written in A&y, 1793, — " ^^^ ^ iwwrtA, and then it may be 
** too late ; a malignant party may be sdready formed, and only 
** waiting for the halting of the prefent managers ; it will dien 
** be too late to feek to fubjeft to deliberation, after a party has; 
** dared the a^ of rebellion. If you go no further than feparate 
^* meetings in different towns, we will not be able to confide in 
*^ your confraternity, becaufe wh'de in fuch a fbte you may be but 
** &e took of a fadion ; we could have all confidence and unite 
^* with all affe/ftbn in one ajfembly of commiffioners from aU 
^* countries of the world/* 

Gentlemen, obferve that exprelEon ; this letter, in the be- 
pnning of it, fpeaking with reference to the war, does not 
Jcnow but the palaces of ambition may be all over fet ; the pillars 
will tumble with their fupporters. Then it fays, " we could 
** have all confidence and unite with all affeftion in one ajjem-- 
" ^h 9f commiffidnen from all countries of the world, if we 
•* knew they were chofen by the unbiafled voice of the people, 
** becaufe they would come up with the fame difinterefted views 
** and defires as ourfelves, having all agreed to a common 
** centre of union and interefl ; but we could not confide in 
•* fellow citizens, who kept alpof from fuch union, and would 
" not previoufly aflBliate in qne great and indivifible family." 

Gentlemen, I have before told you, that there was a fDciery 
at Birmingham. Upon the 10th of June, 1793, the Lon.lon Ccr- 
^fpofiding Society writes to that fociety in thefe terms. '' it is 
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" with fingular fatisfadlon the Committee of the Loudon Cor- 
*' refponding Society received your letter ; they are very glad to. 
*' fee the fpirit of freedom fplinging up in Binningham, and they 
*' make no dpubt byt that the zeal of your fociety and the increafe 
•* of your numbers will foon do away thQ ftigma thrown on your 
♦' town by the unjuftifiable behaviour of a Church and King 
*' mob ; we are entirely of your opinion with regard to the ne- 
*' ceffity of a general umon^ and we believe, as you do, that 
*' when once the country iliali have fo united," — what then?— 
** the N crocs of the clay will be forced to yield to th^ jujl de^ 
*' mand of a long and fore ofprejjed peopled 

Gentlemen, the political focieties at Norwich alfo write to 
the London Correfponding Society with refpeft to this Conven- 
tion upon the 25th of June, 1793, in which they fay, " we 
** alfo received your friendly letter prior to that wherein you 
** dated three propofitions : firft, a petition to his Majcfty, or 
*< to Parliament, or a National Convention ; and ordered one of 
** our Committee to anfwer it; fl^ould be glad if you will in- 
*' form me whether it vv^s attended to. I gave my opinion on- 
*^ the fubjeft to the Cpnftitutipnal Society of London, and 
*' found their ideas congenial to my own,"^-that alludes to the. 
letter they wrote him, — " viz. an addrefs to the -King — futile— 
*' a petition to Parliament, (as a conquered people,) — tolerable, 
<« a National Convention (if circumllapces admitted) beft of 
** all." 

Gentlemen, you will find that upon the 28th of June, I793i 
whilft thefe focieties were holding fo much correfpondence with 
rcfpeft to this National Convention, as the only efte6lu;il means, 
it was thought an addrefs to the nation fhould be prepared : that 
is not immaterial, becaufe, you will find afterwards, that the 
projed of a National Convention in Scotland was thought by 
many of the members of Jt, and many pf the members of thofe 
bodies, to have failed fpr \yant of fuch a previous addrefs to the 
nation, and upon this occafion two gentlemen are brought to- 
gether, I do not know whether one of tliem at that time was a 
member of the Society or not, but two members are brought to- 
mher, Mr. Home Tool^P and aperfon of the nai|ie pf York> who> 
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you will find, was a delegate to the Convention in Scotland, 
and who you will find has afted a confiderable part in other parts 
of this country, were to be employed in preparing that addrefs. 

Upon the 6th of July, 179 ^ a letter having been received 
from the political focieties at Norwich, the anfwer figned by the 
prifoner at the bar is given in thefe terms. 

** Fellow Citizens, The London Correfponding Society have 
** received, and read with pleafure, your letter of the 25th of 
** June, but the anfwer, which you mention to have been made 
** to our three queftions, has not yet come to hand : we Ihall 
^' be glad to be informed by your next whether it was ever put 
** in the Poft Offie. />^ 

** With regard to the queftions themfelves, however indivi- 
** duals may have made up their minds on them, the public 
♦' feemed moft to approve the mode of petitioning parliament." 

Then it ftates the efFeiS: of the petitions. " Exhorting you 
** therefore to throw afide all unavailing complaint, wc wifh' 
** you to occupy yourfplves in inftrufting the people, in intro- 
*^ ducing and maintaining order and regularity in your own 
" fociety, and in forming a junftion with all others aflbciated 
" for the fame purpofe throughout the nation, by keeping up a 
*« conftant correfpondence with them ; but, above all, or^icr/y 
** and courageoufly preparing yourfelf for the event^'' — now iuark 
the event, — «* for, as it Is natural to fuppofe that thofe^ tuho now 
*^ prey on the public^ will not willingly yield up their enjoyments^ 
** nor re-pojfefs us of our rights without a flruggle^ which by their 
♦* behaviour in Ireland^'* — that alludes to the bill in Ireland to pre- 
vent a Convention, — " we have fame rcafon to think they are mc- 
** ditatingy and perhaps may intend to cffedl by means of thofe very 
^^ foreign mercenaries ^ who are now paid by the fweat of our bron^' 
♦' and whonp under fome plaufible pretence it would be no difficult 
** matter to land on our fh ore \ it may be more advantageous to hu-' 
♦' manitytofhcwthem at firjl that their opponents are neither mob nor 
^* rabble J but an indignant oppreffed people ^ in whom is not yet en^ 
^* tirely cxtin^ the valour of their forefathers ^^^ 
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Gentlemen, in a letter to Hertford, which is written by the 
fame Correfponding Society upon the 3111 of July, 1793, and 
which fociety at Hertford had defired to know their principles^ 
they flate themfelves in the fame manner ; — " Wc receive wiA 
** pleafure your affurance of co-operating with u« for a Re- 
*' form in Parliament, an objefl to which all our endeavours 
*.* tend, and on which our hearts are invariably fixed, but as, 
** your declaration that you will not pledge yourfelves to de- 
♦* mand univerfal fufFrage and annual parliaments, is followed 
** by no fpecific plan of reform of your own, we are under fomc 
** difl5culty how to conclude ; perhaps, 2&JlrangerSy you write to 
** us with that prudent refcrve^ which is fometimes neceflary, and 
♦* that idea receives ftrength from your appearing afterwards con- 
♦* vinced that the common obje£l of the two focictie^ is the 
** fame, which we readily admit; but, as mutual confidence is 
*' the bafis of uriion, and the only rational pledge and fuppor^ 
** for co-operative exertion, we truft your next will do away 
♦' every difficulty, 

** With refpeft to univerfal fuffrage and annual parliamentSi 
** a mature conviftion of their juftice and neceffity for the prc-» 
*' fervation of liberty and profperity to the great body of the 
" people, and for fecuring the independence of parliament, wasour 
** primary inducement to affociate. We therefore candidly af- ' 
" fure you, that thefe our principles, as alfeady announced tq 
" the public, remain immutable, unconnefted with any party 
** whatever; we can confider no reform radical, but fuch a^ 
** will enable every individual of the community to enjoy the 
" advantages thereof equally with ourfelves, for, if ignorance of 
*' the nature of government, or the merits of the candidates, be 
*' an argument againft univerfal fufFrage, as our opponents pre-r 
** tend, the fame reafons would equally incapacitate a great ma- 
*« jority of thofe, who now enjoy that privilege to the exclufion 
V* of very many thoufands, much better informed than thr m- 
** felves, not to mention that, under a more equallized mode 
*.' of government, the people would be at once induced and im- 
** powered to improve themfelves in ufeful knowledge. In a 
?' word, we knovy 110 principle, copfiftept with jullice or 
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** reafon, by which we could exclude confctentioufly any part of 
*^ the community from an equality of rights and privileges, which 
*' every member of focieiy, as he contributes to its fupport, ought 
•* equally to enjoy. 

** With refpeft to annual parliaments, we will juft remaric, 
** that good members may be re-elefled, whilft twelve months 
*' we think fully fuificient for the welfare of millions to remaia 
" at the mercy of a bad reprefentative. Having thus unequi- 
** vocally ftated our principles, we (hall conclude by obferving 
** that the bill juft paffed in Ireland is of a nature to awaken the 
** jealoufy of every friend to freedom and humanity — will render, 
<i every exertion juftifiable, fhould a fimilar attack upon confti- 
** tutional freedom be attempted here." 

In Ofiober, 1793, the Scotch Convention having met, of 
which we have all of us heard fo much out of this place, you 
will find that a letter had been received from a Mr. Sinclair, to- 
gether with an addrefe from Skirving, who was fecretary to the 
Convention and Friends of the people in Scotland, by the Lon- 
don Conftitutional Society; an extraordinary meeting of the 
fociety was therefore called at the Crown and Anchor to con- 
fider the utility and propriety offending delegates to a Conven- 
tion of delegates of the different locieties in Great Britain, at 
Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining a parliamentary reform. 

Upon the 28th of Odober, 1793, this fociety came to a refo- 
lotion to fend delegates to that convention, and the two perfons 
c;le£^d were Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Yorke; and perhaps one can- 
not ftate a more ftriking inft^nce of the extraordinary power of 
^ (mall fociety, affiliating itfelf with focieties, fpread all over the 
whole kingdom, than by ftating that Sinclair, who was deputed 
fronfi this fociety, meeting with other delegates in Scotland, had 
no difficulty of afluming with others the title of a delegate to the 
Britifht Convention — to aflert their right to do afts in contradic- 
tion to the legiflaturc — than by telling you that this Yorke and 
Sinclair were deputed from this fociety by a poll, in which he, 
who had the majority, had feventeen votes only; Mr. Yorke and 
Mr. Sinclair are accordingly fent down, and they go with all the 
delegation of the power qf the people, which this Conftitutional 
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Society, thus affiliated, could give them, and what they thought' 
it was you will fee prefcntly. — The London Correfponding So- 
ciety was not to be backward in forming this Convention in 
Scotland — and, accordingly, you will fee in the evidence, which 
I have to ftate to you, a confiderable deal of contrivance on the 
fart of the prif-^ner at the bar, in order to bring about that con- 
vention in Scotland, for. Gentlemen, he writes a letter to the 
Norwich Conftitutional Society, which deferves your very feri- 
ous attention, in which he cxpreffes himfelf thus— 5* We have 
*^ to acknowledge, at once, your favours of the 3d of September 
^\mi I4thinftant; multiplicity of bufmefs prevented my ao- 
**fwering your firft, but will now inform you that the fpirit, 
" (hewn in it, gave great fatisfaftion to our focicty at large; 
*' the rejoicings for the capture of Valenciennes were not con- 
*' fined to Norwich alone : the ignorant every where elfe through-^ 
•^ out the nation betrayed their imbecility on the occafion— 
*^ the taking of a town, the flaughtering of thoufands of human 
^^ beings, the laying wafte whole provinces, or the enflaving a 
•* nation (however great evils they may be) can only retard 
•* for a fmall fpace of time the progrefs of truth and reafon, 
" Be not difheartened, therefore, purfue your plan, inftruS man- 
^ kind, and conftitutionally fet your faces againft exifting abufes; 
" be affured that many are our friends, who only wait a favourable 
" opportunity to openly join us, while our enemies have much 
'^ enfeebled themfelves and their caufe by their arbitrary exer- 
*^ tions ; defpotifm is at its laft gafp-"— one or two campaigns 
•' more will terminate its exiftence, 

" We are glad to fee that you begin to make a proper ufe of 
*' delegation 5 where bodies of men are too numerous to be con- 
** vened eafily on every occafion, delegation is the beft, and 
** indeed the only way to obtain the general opinion. Scotland, 
" improving on the idea, have not only fummoned their own 
^* delegates, but alfo invite thofe of every other fociety to attend 
*' a kind of Convention," (as if Mr. Hardy knew nothing about 
it) " which is to be held at Edinburgh on the 29th inftant— the 
*' enclofed paper, which I, previous to the communicating your 
^ letter to our committee, (which will meet only to-morrow)^ 
•' make haftp to tranfmit to ypu, will fli^w you that your fo- 
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** ciety IS included in the general invitation to fend delegates to 
** that meeting, which we exhort you to do, if you poffibly can ; 
*^ I firmly believe our fociety will not mifs the opportunity of 
" doing the fame." 

Now you will find that upon the Sth of October, 1793, Hardy, 
in^ho wrote this letter lipon the 17th, wrote to Skirving in this 
way — ** With pleafure I perufe your favour of the 2d inftant, 
*' but, as yet, have feen nor heard nothing of the two copies of 
*' Mr. Muir's trial, which you mention as being fent to the fo- 
^ ciety and to myfelf — be kind enough, notwithflanding, to return 
^ that gentleman thanks for his polite attention, and aiTure him 
^ that we view him in the light of a martyr to freedom, as well 
<^ as Mr. Palmer, and that our warmeft hopes are, that the op^ 
^^ prefTors of mankind will either be a(hamed or afraid of carry* 
" ing their revengeful malice into execution. 

" The general Convention, which you mention, appears to 
^ Mr. Margarot (to whom alone 1 have communicated your 
** letter) and myfelf to be a very excellent meafure, and as fucb^ 
** / could wijh you^ without delay^ to communicate it officittUy t§ 
** our ficiety without any ways mentioning that you had written 
•* to me privately — if in your official letter you fhould require . 
*' us to fend a deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt but 
** our fociety would, with pleafure, accept the invitation j and I 
** am perfuaded it may do much good.— Our freedom, as you 
•* jiiftly obferve, depends entirely upon ourfelves ; and, upon our 
" availing ourfelves of this opportunity, which, once loft, may 
** not be recovered fo. foon. I am glad to difcover by your tefti- 
** mony that I was by no ways miftaken in the high opinion I al- 
*' ways had of Lord Daer's patriotifm r a title may be a bar to 
** difinterefted patriotifm, but it feems he has evinced not to be 
** an infuperable one. 

** You are right, it is true, that we have had another general 
" meeting, at which a haftily compofed, and fuddenly produced 
^ addrefs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be pre- 
** fented, but, on a cool revifal, the faid addrefs being found to 
" be more ill-natured than fpirited, more dangerous in its lan- 
" guage than advantageous in its objecJt, befides being too Ion*, 
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"the cortmitt^, with thfc approbation of the majority of the 
^ fociety, have adopted another, much fafer, more appofite, and 
*' relating folely to the war ; enclofed you have a copy of it, but 
" you was mifinformed when you was told we pafled any refoliN 
. ^^ tions at that meeting, for we only came to one, and that rather of 
" a private nature, namely, that the conduS of Sir James Sander.- 
^ fon, in preventing the meeting of the London Correfponding 
'* Society, at the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, was of fuch a na^ 
" ture as to place him below our cenfure." 

Gentlemen^ the London Conftitutional Society gave their 
delegates, Mr. Yorke and Mr, Sinclair, certain inftrudions, M 
I ought here to tell you^ by way of explaining the efFeft of what 
I am now to ftate, that the manner of keeping the books of the 
London Conftitutional Society, as I underftand it, Was this — 
The refolutions, made upon one night, were taken upon loofe 
minutes, either by the fecretary, or by other perfons, who afted 
in his abfence, or in his prefence, when he was not doing that 
dutyhimfclf: they were entered, before the fubfequent night of 
meeting, regularly in the book, and the firft thing doni upon the 
fubfequent night of meeting was to read the refolutions which 
were made upon the former night, and to fee that they were cor- 
reft : now it will naturally occur that the minutes may ex[rfain 
the book, and the book may explain the minutes : now, when 
they come to draw the minutes, which you will have for the in- 
ftruftion of their delegates at a Convention, which was to be heW 
in Scotland, the firft idea was to inftrufl: thofe delegates to peti- 
tion parliament : but they feem to have recollefted that that was 
a meafure, which had been abandoned feme months before by 
all the focieties, with whom they were affiliated : they therefore 
flruck out of their minutes the purpofe of applying to parliament, 
and they fend inftrudions in thefe words. 

" The delegates are inftruSed, on the part of the fociety^ to 
" affift in bringing forward and fupporting any conftitutional 
" meafures for procuring a real reprefentation of the Confimons 
" of Great Britain in parliament — that, in fpecifying the redrefs 
** to be demanded of exifting abufes, the delegates ought never 
5' to lofc fight of the two cffential principles, general fufFrage, 
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*« and annual reprefcntation, together with the nnalienable right 
*« in the people to reform, and that a reafonablo and known 
** compenfation ought to be made to the reprcfcntatives of the 
** nation by a national contribution." What they meant by the 
reprefentatives of the nation, after whit I have already read to 
you, I think you canno*t poflibly miftake. 

The London Correfponding Society arc fomewhat bolder In 
the inftruSions, which they fend with their delegates to the 
Convention in Scotland : you will find thefc inftrudtions are to 
the following efFeft. — By article the ift, the delegate is in- 
ftrufted ** that he fhall on no account depart from the original 
"objedl, ami principle of this fociety; namely, the obtaining 
^ annual parliaments, and univerfal fufifrage, by rational and law- 
^^ ful means. 

** ad. To fuppbrt the opinions that reprefentatives in parlia- 
^* meat ought to be paid by their conftituents. 

** 7th, That it is the duty of the people" — now. Gentlemen, 
I beg your attention to thi&, it iis the principle, upon which the 
Convention in Scotland was formed, and upon which it adled ; 
•* That it is the duty of the people to refift any a£l of parliament, 
« repugnant to the original principles of the conftitution, as 
^ would be every attempt to prohibit aflbciations for the purpofe 
« of reform." 

Gentlemen, there is no government in this country, if this 
principle is to be a£led upon, becaufe nobody can tell to what 
extent it will go, and accordingly you v/ill fee that thefc dele* 
gates, who went into Scotland, with this authority in their hands, 
carried the authority far beyond the refiftance, which they were 
authorised to nnke according to the principles here laid down, 
and they ftatc a great variety of cafes, all approved afterwards, 
both by the London Correfponding, and the Conftitutional So- 
ciety, in which the People, and the Convention of the people, 
were to refift parliament. 

Gentlemen, thefe focieties, having fcnt de1ef;ates to the Con- 
vention in Scotland, I proceed now to ftate that the acls of that 
Convention, to the extent at leaft to which the delegates from 
this country were authorized to aS, are evidence agaiuft thofc, 
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who fent them, and therefore againft the perfons here indiSed. 
But, farther, they communicated to the focieties here, particu* 
Urly to the prifoner at the bar, their a£is; and the focieties here, 
in diftind refolutions, adding upon confideration, approved their 
whole condu£l ; they therefore made that condu£l of their dele- 
gates in the Convention in Scotland, whether it was agreeable to 
the original authority, which was given them or not, their own; 
they adopted it by giving it their fubfequent approbation. 

Gentlemen, you will find, firft of all, that they received a let- 
ter from the Sheffield fociety, affiliating with them, in which it 
was propofed to determine like Engliibtnen. 

That, after receiving a great deal of other correfpondence, 
which I will not trouble you with reading, the focieties here pre- 
pare to fend delegates to Scotland. Mr, Skirving fent a circu- 
lar letter upon the arrival of the Englifli delegates to the dele- 
gates of all the affiliations in Scotland, which were extremely 
numerous, and very widely extended, and I think the delegates of 
thefe different focieties came together to the number of i8o. 
After fitting fome time, Mr. Margarot, you will find, who was 
the delegate of the London Correfponding Society, reprefents to 
the body there met — " That the Societies in London were very 
" numerous, though fometimes fludiuating; that in fome part of 
" EnglanJ whole towns are reformers ; that in Sheffield and the 
'' environs there are 50,000 ; that in Norwich there are thirty 
'' focieties in one ; that if they could get a Convention of Eng- 
'• land and Scotland called, they might reprefent fix or fcven 
^^ hundred thoufand males, which is a majority of all the adults in 
" the kingdom.'* 

You will find Mr. Margarot moves that, previous to publiih- 
ing an addrefs to the public, a committee fhould be appointed to 
conl^der the means, and draw up a plan of general union and 
co-operation between what ? Not between any focieties in the 
two nations, but a plan of general union and co-operation hi- 
iween the tico nations. In their conftitutional purfuit of a theory 
of Parliamentary Reform, they ftyle themfelves a Convention, 
and this, Gentlemen, is extremely material for you to attend 
;o^ they flyle themfelves, ^^ the Britiih Convention of the d&- 
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^* delegates of tbe people afTcciated to obtain uni\nerfal fufFr.ige 
'^ and ajinual parliaments/' Then I afk what is a Convention 
of the people according to thefe focieties? According to the 
proceedings in Scotland, a Convention of the people is a Con- 
vention of the delegates from thefe focieties in England aaid 
Scotland. 

They aflert that the people have in them all civil and political 
. authority; and they, repeatedly, again and again, ftom the mo- 
ment that this Convention was formed in Scotland to the mo- 
ment of its difperfion, more efpecially at the time of its difper- 
fion, more efpecially ftilljrom the time of its difperfion till the 
time of a meeting on the 20th of January at the Globe l^ayenl^ 
and on the 27th of March, when another Convention was pro- 
pofed, as I ftated at the outfet, they repeatedly and in the moft 
preffing terms ftate that now or never was the time, when the peo- 
ple were to meet, when they were to aft by their own force, when 
Aey were courageoufly to prepare themfelves for the event, and 
to fliew thofe, whom they called their oppreffors and plunderer?, 
that they were a brave people, in whom valour was not extinft. 

Having thus met together, upon the principles of the French 
fyftem, which took place upon the loth of Auguft 1792, they 
proceed diredHy to the French pra6lices, which took place then 
in the National Aflembly of France, took place then becaufe the 
People in France were underftood to be reprefented by a Con- 
vention ; thefe delegates taking upon themfelves alfo to be a 
Convention of the people, they inftituted Primary Societies^ they 
divided the country into departjnentSj they appointed Provincial 
AffimblieSy they have Committees of Umon, they thank for patriotic 
donations, they aj/i^me an epoch, they appoint a Secret Committee to 
be called together upon extraordinary emergencies ; and upon the 
aSth of November, 1793, ^^^7 come to a refolution, to which I 
muft beg your moft ferious attention. 

Gentlemen of the Jury,^you will remember that they went 
with authorities, which ftated to them that it was the duty of the 
people, which people they had taken upon themfelves to repre- 
fent, to refift any aft of Parliament, that fliould be made for a 
particular purpofc. It is harJlv, I think, to be contended, that 
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the greit bulk of the people of this country, happy in their pot*' 
ticai exigence, as undoubtedly they are, remaining happy in 
their political exiftence, becaufe they do not feel grieiranccs, (till 
they are taught by malignant induftry to believe that they cxi^) 
I mean to fuch a degree as to call for meafures of this fort, coaU 
believe that the legiflature of the country, doing juftice tothefok- 
je£b, Whom it is bound to proted^, would permit a proceeding o( 
this kind to go on—- yet. Gentlemen, confiding fo much as thefe 
perfons did in the fuppofed ftate of their number in that cottntrjt 
and of thofe who were to be conne£led with them in this, you wU 
^ find that, upon the 28th of November 1793, one of the perfoos 
^^'^ belonging to that Convention, Citizen Sinclair, I think, the 
members aU (landing up upon their feet for the greater folemnitf 
of the thing, propofes this refolution — '« Refolved, that the fbl- 
^^ lowing declaration and refolutions be inferted at the end oftmT 
** minutes*— "That this Convention"— now if it be poffibletoiajr 
that any Convention means to ad: as a Convention of the Peofdei iC 
is that which fets itfelf above the legiflature in the zSt it is doing*** 
<< Thatthis Convention confidering the calamitous confequence^ 
'^ of any fi& of the legiflature, which may tend to deprive th^ 
^^ whole or any part of the people of their undoubted right t» 
" meet, either by themfelves, or by delegation, to difcufs any mat^ 
" t«r relative to their common intereft, whether of a public oC 
" private nature, and holding the (kme to be totally inconfiftentr 
*' with the firft principles and fafety of fociety, and alfo fubver- 
•* five of our known and acknowledged conftitutional liberties," 
Gentlemen, permit me to call your attention to this, that this 
declaration, in its principles, follows the inftru(Sions that they had 
received, that, if any attempt was made to bring in a Conven- 
tion bill, they were then to do fo and fo. They then proceed 
thus—*' Do declare before God and the world, that we ihall fol- 
" low the wholefome example of former times, by paying lio re- 
*' gard to any aft, which fliall militate againft the conftittition of 
** our country" — That is faying, that the will of the legiflature is 
not a better judge of what is an slA againft the conftitution of 
the country, than the affiliated clubs at Edinburgh — <* and fluJ' 
«* continue to aflimble and confider of the beft means by whicl^ 
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ian accompli (h a re^l reprefentation of the people,*' is thai 
lament ? — " and annual election until" — what — *' until 
pelled to defift by fuperior force. 

nd wedorefolve that the firft notice given"— The firft 
—Parliament is not even to difcufs the thing : but, if an 
tion oF it is made in Parliament — " Th^t the firft notice 
h ifor the introduSion of a Convention bill, or any bill oiF 
ular tendency to that pafled in Ireland in the laft feifion of 
Parliament, or any bill for the fufptfhfion of the Habeas 
)us A8-, or theaflfor preventing wrongous imprifonment, 
againtt undue delays in trials in North firi Cain, 6r in cafe of 
ivajion,'** 

itlemen, I call back to your recolle£Hon the letter of Skir- 
•I call back to your recolle<^ion not only the letter of Skir* 
mt that the troops of liberty were promifcd to be font with 
fts and pikes from that country, which at this moment was 
to invade us — " or the admiffion of any foreign troops 
foever into Great Britain or Ireland*'— If the Parliament 
country, for the purpofe of p'rote^ing itfelf againft that 
I ihvafion, had brought thefe foreign troops into Great 
I or Ireland, hot being the troops of a nation, with which 
re at war, this Convention of the people was to a£l upon the 
iSion of fuch foreign troops in the fame manner, as they 
aft in cafe of an invafion by thofe, who were at war with 
hat is the conftruftioh that follows upon that ?— that, feven 
Ign troops, to ihcet the exigence of an invjaffoh, v/ere in*- 
gd — what then — ** all or any one of thefe calamitous circum- 
les" — why calamitous i They mlghtbe nec'eflary for thi 
dftence of the country — " fliall be i. fignal to the feveral 
rjites to repair to fuch place, as the Secret Cominittee of this 
^^fention fliall appoint, and the firft feveh membeh fliall 
lol^^er" — tb do what?— to do that exi(Sly, which a Na- 
fcbhVention in France Would dd — ^* to diclaf-e the fittings 
tght*'— why ? BfecAufe the duly coriftikutcd legiflatiire of 
mtry had dared hbt to do an afl:, but to i?ntertairi a dtllibera- 
Km eloirig an da—- thefrft notice? was td call together this 
Ma Convcn- 
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Conv^mloo, and, being called together, their fittings were to be 
permanent. 

Gentlemen, are the parties to this Convention in Scotland 
fuch men, as would think of bringing theqtifelves together to ^- 
clare their fittings permanent upon fuch a ground, as they flate 
here, namely, the legiflaturc of a great country aSing in the execu« 
tion of the great duties, which belong to the legiflature of dot 
country, without fuppofing, by that folemn declaration, that thej 
could make their meeting efFetSlual by theaSs, which were to 
be carried on for the purpofe of preventing that legiflaturc from 
deliberating upon fuch duties ? By what a£ts could it be done 
but by exertions as they flile them in the manner of their forcfii^ 
thers, by force ? By affiliated focieties, exerting their phyfical 
ftrength, that phyfical exertion, which Mr. Barlow obferves is 
to be preceded or precluded by fpreading ufeful knowledge, and 
that ufeful knowledge being that, which is to beat down the ex- 
ifting authority of King, Lords, and Commons. 

" The Convention therefore refolve, that each delegate imme-, 
" diately on his return home do convene his conftituents and 
** explain to them the neceffity of ele£ling a delegate or dclc- 
•* gates, and of eftablifliing a fund without delay, againft any of 
" thefe emergencies, for his or their expence, and that they do 
*' inftruft the faid delegate or delegates to hold themfclvcs 
« ready." 

Gentlemen, you fee what they expefled from the legiflaturc 
—they knew that what they were doing ought to provoke the 
legiflature to do what they meant to forbid the legiflature to do - 
and.they inflruft their delegate or delegates to hold themfelvc^ 
ready — *' to depart at one hour's warning." Well might Mr* 
Skirving fay, that a month* s delay^ and the whole was loft: well 
might Mr. Hardy fay, what he fays in letters I fliall produce pre— 
fcnily, that if the opportunity is loft now, it is loft for ever— - 
we muft a£l now, or we never can. Having fome reafon to fup- 
pofe that this Convention would be difperfed, they then witb 
great folemnity come to another refolution : 

" That the moment of any illegal difperfion of the Brit!(b 
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*^ Convention fhall be confidered as a fummons to the delegates 
•* to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention 
•* of emergency by the Secret Committee, and that the Secret 
" Committee be inftrufted without delay to proceed to fix 
** the place of meeting." Gentlemen, after thefe refoiutions it 
became neceflary to do a little more, that is, to declare upon 
what principles this Convention exifted. Now mark the prin- 
ciples, and do your Country juftice : apply fo much of the obfer- 
vations tljat I have made to you, as are worthy your attention, to 
what I have before ftated as the neceflary connexion between 
the principle and praftice of Mr. Paine, and of thefe Societies, 

Gentlemen, thefe principles brought together the French 
Convention — what is the pradice then, that flows out of the 
principle ? Why it is the aflembling of a Convention upon, 
principles obliging it to fit for the purpofe of declaring that the 
legiflature {hall do nothing, but what they liked : that is to all 
intents and purpofes a National Convention ; if not a Conven- 
tion for an eternal reform, at leaft a Convention,' that prohibits the 
legiflature to do any thing, but what is agreeable to them. Then, 
having met for the execution of the pradice, they proceed imme- 
diately to the declaration of the principle — but they do not pro- 
ceed to a declaration of the principle till they have done that 
ftrong and folemn ad, which I have dated : then they refolve 
"that a Committee be appointed to draw up a declaration'* 
This is France cxaftly — It is the South wark fociety in 1792 — a 
** declaration of the natural imprefcriptible rights of man, and that 
*^ the fame be prefixed to an addrefs to the people of Great Bri- 
*' tain. That a committee of obfervation," that js, for the bet- 
ter eflFc(Suating the purpofe that they had before declared, *' be 
^appointed in London to give the earlieft intimation of any mo- 
** tion of the kind mentioned in the foregoing refoiutions to the 
** different focieties." 

You will then find that they met in a place, which they call 
invention Hally under the name of the BritiJI) Convention^ and 
Aen they are informed that the London Correfponding Society 
^ould undertake to be that Committee of obfervation, which, 
Acy fay, ought to exift— and then you will find that the members 

M 3 meniicned 



( i6d > 
tp^Uonct! that they had thouTands of their oonftkueots in Loa* 
dfiD, Sheffield^ Norwich, Leeds, &c. and that the Conyentioa 
yras to look at itkli as in its true nature a CormmUu q/ the Pe»f 
/|//r-tbat there/ore it was neceffarj to have, as they bav^- ia 
France, Frimaty, So^Uties^ who Ihould be confulted — ia Qttipir 
\iVord6, that th»3 Cpmcptttee of the people at Ediiibujcgbt w.bich 
was to overrule tbe legifla^tyre, was itfelf to, be overruled bj 
thefi, Priftkiry StctHies^ tbefe priioary foci^ies tjbe;mielves beipg 
oyx^rruled by tbe leaders oi the grea.t clubs, frol^.whjlcbthe)l 
' emaoated, and (b forming in thia country ^ goverotnenti ub(i|m 
the power of a Jacobia Cfub, and that governnjoot d^ilkoj^ing. 
tbe pre(ent exiftiog legiftatujre of the kingdooji. 

You wiU alfe find that, before thefe perfoos parted, Mr. Mar- 
garot communicated to his conftituents the pjooceedingf of ^ 
body, which he ftyles always the Convention of thi, Peopk afibciafi^ 
to obtain annual parliaments, and univerfal fuftrage. There a^e 
letters which I {hall lay before you, without detaijing them, flafi- 
Jiig that they looked up to the London Correfpondiog Sopiet^r^ 
and the Society for Conftitutional Information—- that their arftive 
exertions were neceflary for theaccompliihingtheprojei^, whiicb 
they fitting in Edinburgh were to execute ; and then the two de- 
legates of the London Correfponding Society write to Mr. Har- 
dy, as the Secretary of that focicty, an account of their proceed- 
ingSN»-they give him an account of that folemn motion, and of 
the manner of making it, which 1 have juft been detailing to 
you— they ftate to him that they had determined toaffemblein 
Convention in any fuch cafe — that the appointment of the place, 
which is a circumftance I beg your moft ferious attention to, was 
left to a Secret Committee j but then they fend to him an account of 
the motion, informing him in the letter-^that ^^ letters convey 
<< but very imperfeSly, and with no great degree offafcty, what 
" we might wifh to inform each other of," 

Now what do you think it is that tjiey do not inform him of 
in this letter — they do not inform him i|i this letter, becaufe let- 
ters will not convey every thing fafely — that the Conversion tfw^ 
to meet in cetfe of invafon^^thzt was a fecret, which durft not be 
truilpd to correfpondence by letter, and becaufe it exifted in diat 
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motion iriiicb was made, every other part of it bring coaunuoi- 
cated even in a letter, they confider it of fuch a nature, that the/. 
4etennine not to infert it even in their own minutes. 

This Secret Committee having been appointed in the Scotch 
Convention, the fad being communicated to the London Cor- 
fefponding Society by their delegates, you will likewife find chat 
Mr. Sinclair, the delegate from the Conftitutional Society to tli€ 
fbciety at Edinburgh, was not behindhand in the communication 
ef ft : he communicates the proceedings, aoddefires ths^a Secrol 
Committee may be appointed in that fociety. It was not hong 
aUtcr this, that the wifely exerted power of the magifiracy of that 
country difp^rfed that Convention. The difperfion of that Coo* 
vention, which, from what I have before ftated to you, was con- 
ceived to be a body that muft then do its work, or its work oe-- 
ver would be done, fuggefted to the focieties of this country the 
Acceffity of undertaking the fame bufinefs, of undertaking it at 
the fame hazard, knowing that the projeS muft either tbin be 
accompltflied, or that it never could thereafter be attemptec^ 
for that no Government could permit fuch a Convention as this 
to meet, when its nature was really underftood, without taking 
fome means to prote£b itfelf againft the confequences of the ex- 
iftence of fiich a Convention. 

Gentlemen, you will therefore find that, after they had been 
difperfed, and after, in confequence of that difperfion, fome of 
them had been punifhed in Scotland by fentences which were 
pronounced upon offences, not dated in the records of that 
court in fo aggravated a way againft them as they might, in my 
bumble opinion, have been ftated, that it then became neceflary 
that fome ftep fhould be taken immediately to prevent the mif- 
chief, which was meditated ; for you will find, in the evidence, 
propofitlons in thefe focieties about a refcue, which failed ; bnt 
you will find in their correfpondence from Scotland, and their 
correfpondence from thofe ihips in which the members of the 
So^ch Convention were, before they failed in execution of their 
fentences, not only the ftrongeft invitations Uf do fome ftrong 
aSiS ifl this country to both focieties, but, on the other hand^ the 
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ftrongcft and moft unequivocal declarations by both Societies, 
that thefe ftrong afts muft be done. 

Gentlemen, you will find that before they left Scotland, 
upon the nth of December, 1793, there is a letter froni Mr. 
Margaret to Mr. Hardy to this effecl — " We received your 
*' letter and remittance yefterday, and fhall be glad to recrivc 
** another fuch without delay. 

" The Convention you will fee has declared itfelf permanent; 
" they are to fit in fome other part of the country, which is 
" not yet declared." 

Gentlemen, Mr. Sinclair, the Delegate of the Conftitutional. 
Society, came to London. I have before obferved to you, from 
a letter of Gerald and Margarot, that there were fome things 
that could not fafely be conveyed by letter. Margarot writes 
a letter from Edinburgh to the prifoner, in which he fays— 
•' My colleague Gerald alfo propofes to leave this place the 
** latter end of this, or the beginning of the next week : He will 
*' explain himfelf to you: Pray fend him money for this jour- 
" ney, 6cc. He is now gone to Perth on very urgent bufinefs. 
" Since Sinclair's departure nothing new has occurred, except the 
** formation of a Society fomewhere about the Grampion Hills" 
— this ihews the fpirit of fraternization — ** they have already made 
*' a fubfcription towards it : Again we are interrupted, and likely 
*' to lofe the poft, unlefs I difpatch this immediately.** 

Upon the 22d of December, 1793, ^r^o^^cr letter is written 
to Mr. Hardy by the fame gentleman, which probably led, in 
fome degree, to the tranfadlions that I have to ftate, as having 
pafled in January, 1794 ; for, after ftating what had happened 
to himfelf in Scotland, he fays — ** Sheffield has on this occafion 
*' exhibited a moft manly fpirit" — The Sheffield Society had at 
that time fent out fome exceffively ftrong refolutions, which I 
fliall give you in evidence in the courfe of tliis bufinefs— " I 
" am extremely mortified to find fo great a difference betwceen 
** them and the London Correfponding Society ; it is not how- 
** ever too late. For God's fake fend forth fome very ftrong 
** refolutions, and above all, talk of impeachments, and of p^ 
*' titioning the King to remove from their offices thofe perfons 
" who have thus violated the laws of the realm." 
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You will find from a letter of the 24th of December, that 
Margarot, a delegate of the London Society, a delegate 
pf Norwich, and a Mr. Brown, who was the delegate 
from She£Eeld, had gone to attend a general meeting of the 
Society of the Friends of Freedom in Eaft Lothian, and 
then the exprefEon is—*' The time is come that wemujijljcw 
^^ our/elves worthy of liberty ^ or defervedly lofe it. Theoppo- 
** fition of our adverfaries is demonftration of the propriety 
** and eflScacy of the means which we have employed to ob- 
** tain it.'* 

Upon the 27th of December, 1793, you will find Mr. Mar- 
garot ftates that Mr. Gerald was gone to Perth ; that he him- 
felf had been in Eaft Lothian ; that they had been well em- 
ployed ; that they muft fend out fpirited refolutions ; .and you 
will find that upon the nth of January, 1794, Mr. Hardy 
writes a letter to Norwich, relative to the proceedings I have 
now been ftating, the Conftitutional Society firft, and tlie 
London Correfponding Society afterwards, having in their pub- 
lic afts approved every thing that this Convention had done. 
Mr, Hardy's letter runs thus : 

** I have juft received a letter from Citizen Margarot, at Edin- 
** burgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you 
** will fee that Citizen Skirving is found guilty, and fentenced 
** for fourteen years tranfportation to Botany Bay. Margarot 's 
** trial comes next ; he meets it with great firmnefs and refolu- 
«* tion. I have no time to make my comments on the pro- 
** ceedings, but I think our opponents are cutting their own 
** throats as faft as they can — "Now is the time for us to do fome^ 
** thing worthy of men : the brave defenders of liberty, fouth of the 
*' Englijh Channel, are performing wdnders, driving their enemies 
*' before them lih chaff" before the whirlwind. Margarot tells me 
*' that he has not time to write to you juft now, but he hopes 
** to have time very foon, when his trial is over, and immured 
** in a prifon. The London Correfponding Society is to have a 
** general meeting and an anniverfary dinner on Monday the 
*' 20th inftant, at the Globe Tavern, Strand." 

Gentlemen, you will find that Mr. Margarot, this delegate, 
with whom Mr. Hardy is thus in correfpondence, writes to the 

Norwich 
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Nofwlch United $pci<ties — <' Tlvs moming tea fiu^ dl war 
*.* have left Spith«ad foi t^ Channel ; and it is here rcportedf 
'> ihaf the Btefl Fleet iSkOA;it. RuoMH:ir» always magnifying things^ 
*> fays there are fcvcnty fail of the French at fea ; if fts thcw 
" mu/i be a number of tranfports among tbem^ and a defcent mif 
** probably be the confeqvence—for Gcd^sfakcy my wflrthy^frieniisj 
*' do not relax m the caufe of Freedom,'** — Now what oonneAioa 
had a dcfcent with the caufe of freedom ? — ** Continue as yod 
*■* have begun ; confolidate your own Societies — unite with 
** others — perfevere, and make no doubt, but fooner or later, 
*• yowF endeavours will be crowned with fuccefs/* 

Gentlemen, I come now to ftate to you the proceeding rf 
the year 1794, as far as they depend upon written evidence; 
and it muft be a fatisfadlion to the mind of every man, who 
hears me, that, in the cpurfe of this bufincfs, whatever obfcr- 
vations may ^rife upon the parol evidence, that will be given 
youj^ I think you will find fo^ttropg a corifinnatipn of all yoo 
are to hear in the written evidence, that is to bp laid before yoq, 
tliat thefe obfervations cannot pofBbly miflcad yqu firom coinio|; 
to the true ccncluCon upon th^ whole of the evidence, what- 
ever tliat may be, 

Geptfemen, the Conftitutional Society^ h^ing fent their 
delegate to thj& Scotch Convention, you will fimd th^t, at a 
meeting of the 17th of Janu^y, 1 794, the following refolutioDS 
were conje to, to which \ mujfl: def^e your particular attention, 
fR&f^ efpocially as there are fome circumftances belonj^pg to tlv 
compofition of thofc rcfolutions, whid?. appear to me to be worthy 
©f attei^tion. I have before told you that thefe refolutions wc^e 
ufuaUy drawn bom minutes->^the original, minutes ftill exift> 
and perhaps tjiey fhew ths^ difcretion, with which men 2fP 
fometijoes able to ftate^ in d^fferen^t ways, precifely the Ursfi 
thing: I fay,, that thefe Feft>l^tions erf the 17th of Jajuiaiy, 
J 794, were meant to excite the fubjedJs of this country to rdift- 
ance. 

** Refolvcd, That law ceafes to be an objeft of obedience, 
•* whenever it becomes an infhrument of oppreflSon. 
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'^ RelQl«e4, Xliat we recall to mind, with the deepcft fat4f- 
** &<fti|9H, the iifterited fate of the infemous Jefferies, once Lord 
^* CW^f Juffic^ 9f England, who, ^t the «r2^ of the glorious 
*' Revolution, for th^ many iniquitous fenlences which he 
** lifld paffed, was^ torn tp pi^es l?y a bjTitve and injured people." 
TIms is ajjypUed to \h^ Judges of Scotland, who executed the lavR 
i:^n fa<^ fi^wjts ast I have been dating. — «< That thofe who 
•* imitate his exapaple, deferved hifi^fate" — this fort of intinwtion 
ipight have a, tendeacy, I hope it had not, to put in any peril 
tboie who did^ in the regular courfe, and in the due courfe of 
their judicial duties, pafs thofe fentences, to which thefe refo-? 
lutiqns allude. 

<* TT^ Ap Tweedy thpugk ii may divide countries, ought 
^' 9pt, and dpes not, make a feparation between thofe prinr 
(< ciplesxdfqoiipjxuDn ieverity ia which Engliihmen and Scotchr 
'•' tjaen »e ec^u^ly infierefljed; that injuftice in Scotland isi 
^* nijniliQe ii^ England ; aod that the iafety of En^iihmen is 
^' eQdangei;e4^ whenever tlieir br^cen in ScQtl3,nd, for ^ 
h* condu& which entitles them to tjhe approbation of all wi/i^ 
" and the fupport of all hrave menj are fentenced to Botany 
** Bay, a punifhment hitherto infiidted only on felons. 

*^ That we (pe with regret, but we fee without fear, that the 
^* period is fail approaching when the liberties of 3rit0jis" — this 
ivas in January — ** muft depend, not upon reafon^ to which 
^* they have Ipng appealed, npr on their powers of exgrefSng it^ 
•* but on their firm, and undaunted refolutioi? to oppofe tyranny 
** by the fame means by which it is exercifed." Now what is 
jthe tyranny ?. The exercife of the regular government of the 
country. Wh^t is the means by which it is exer^if^d ? The 
application of the force of the country in fupport of the govern- 
ment of the country. What is this refolution then ? Why th^jt 
the means, which the government t;^sin the regular exercife 
of its fundlipns, ou^ht now to.be refifted — " We jSee it with re * 
*' gret, but dp not fee it with any fear." 

That a breach of allegiance was contempl^ed ^fou c^^a have nA 
idaubt,^ for you wUl fee in the QHginaJlr of thi^ that it dtood thusL : 
T^k^ ^^ as alk^aace^iod piFore^B a^e tf^igiocal^ law ce^feii 
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" to be an objeft of obedience, whenever it becomes an inflra- 
** ment of oppreffion." — Couple tliat, as it flood originally, 
with the third refolution, and what is it ? Why it is — TTiat the 
protcftion, which was due from him to whom allegiance is due, 
has not been afforded : therefore allegiance is no longer due. 
" We fee with regret, but we fee without fear, that the period 
*' isfaft approaching, when the liberties of Britons muft depend, 
** not upon reafon, to which they have long appealed, nor on 
** their powers of exprefling it, but on their firm and undaunted 
** refolution to oppofe tyranny by the fame means by which it 
*' is exercifed." 

You will alfo find that it flood, " that Engliflimen feel the 
" oppreffion of Scotchmen, which they are determined to refift 
*< at the hazard of their lives'* — You will find the laft refolu- 
tion, in the minutes, comparing the genuine reprefentatives of 
this country, in the Houfe of Commons, with this Convention 
in Scotland, which Convention in Scotland had taken upon itfelf 
to refolve upon refiftance to even a motion, in either Houfe of 
Parliament of this country, in the execution of their duty, thus : 

** That we approve of the conduft of the Britifh Convention, 
*« who, tliough affailed by force, have not been anfwered by ar- 
** guments, and who, unlike the Members of a certain A ffembly, 
** have no intereft diftincSl from the common body of the people" 
—The words originally flood — who " being the incorrupt repre- 
** fentatives of many thoufandsy have fpoken the language of 
** truth and firmnefs." Can I make this Court the inftrument 
of conveying to the public, what I confefs I do mofl anxioufly 
wifli to make it the inflrument of conveying; to the public, as 
far as it is fit, in the execution of the duty that I am now dlf- 
charging, that they may underftand what it is that men, when 
they are fcattcring thefe libels through the country, mean— 
*' This Convention, aflailed by force, have not been anfwered 
by arguments*' — How was it poflible to anfvver thofe by argu- 
ments, who were coming to folemn and facred refolutions, which 
they did not even dare to put upon the face of their own mi- 
nutes? How were we to anfvver thofe by argument, who were 
working under ground till they had blown up the government, 

and 
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and then fay, you cannot point out that we have been affing 
ill, hecaufe we won't teli you how we have been a£ling? 

Upon the i6th, Mr. Margarot writes again, leaving them tc> 
purfue what fort of conduft they pleafe. 

Then there is a letter of fome importance of the 28th of Ja- 
nuary, which is written to the perfon who flands at the bar.— 
»* We have juft received notice from the SheriflF to hold our- 
•* felves ready to depart at an hour's warning : we go by night : 
*• we imagine to Newgate : look out for us." 

Gentlemen, you will likewife find a letter fix>m Mr. Margarot 
to Mr. Hardy, of great confequence, as it explains many of the 
pailages in the evidence between the 20th of January, 1794, 
and the time that thofe perfons were apprehended. Margarot 
writes from Edinburgh in this manner : — " Armed aflbciations 
•* are> I perceive, uow fet on foot by the .rich, wherefore fhould 
** not the poor do the fame ? are you to wait patiently until 
** 20,CX>0 HeiEans and Hanoverians come to cut your throats ? 
*' and will you ftretch forth your necks like lambs to the 
** butcher's knife, and like lambs content yourfelves with bleat- 
*' ing ? Pray let me hear from you foon. Remember me to 
*' Mofiatt, Muir, and Palmer, and all fufFering brethren.". 

Gfentlemen, upon the 20th of January, 1794, there was :% 
meeting at the Globe Tavern ; that meeting, which you will 
permit me to obferve Hardy mentioned in his letter of the nth 
of January, 1794, which 1 before have fpoken of, when he faid 
the London Correfponding Society were to have a general meet- 
ing, and an anniverfary dinner. Gentlemen, the proceedings 
of that day will defer\'e your very particular attention. 

" At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
" held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on Monday the acth day 
** of January, 1794, Citizen John Martin in the chair/' — when 
I ftatc this to you, I ought to fay that I fiiall prove the prifoncr 
to have been prefent, or to have been conneSed with all the 
tranfadlions that I have been ftating. The following adJrefs to' 
the|)cople of Great Britain and Ireland, was read and aj^rced to. 
'* Citizens, We find the nation involved in a war, by which in 
7 " the 
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** the cbtitfe of one ttrlnfjSHgn, immfefifefrarftWfR-^f^tefiftantff* 
" men have been flaiightei^; a ▼aft «cf)eht* has Meil ift* 
'* curred ; our trade, oomniercey and mthtifa£ld(riea4re dmbft 
*^ deflroyed ; and many of t>ur manufiAuitrs and artirb «iv 

" mined, and their families ftarving. 

*' To add to our afflicStion, we have rea(bn to txpe6t that 
*^ other taxes will foon be added to the intolerable load of ioyofts 
*' and impofitions, with which we are already overwheloiedt 
*' for the purpofe of defraying the expences ^Vhich have t>een ui- 
** curred in a fruitlefs crufade, to re-eftabliih the ddious dct 
•* potifm of France. 

** When we contemplate the prihcipteis brthis ^f, wc a»- 
^ fefs ourfelves to be unable to approve of it a^ a itt^lire cittei' . 
*' of juftice or difcretion ; and, if we are to form otff bdlci^^UitiM 
*« of the refiilt, from what has already paiScd, We daii only lo6k 
•' forward to defeat, and the ctehial difgraoe of the Britiiti 
** name. 

" While we are thus engaged in an expenfive and niinoof 
*' foreign War, our ftate at home is not lefs deploraUe. 

" We are every day told by thofe pcrfohs, who a*ie intteiKlWd 
** in fupporting the corruption lift, and an innumerabliB hoft of 
•* fmecure placemen, that the conftitution of England is the 
** perfe6tion of human wifjom •, that our laws (we ihould r»- 
*' ther fay their laws) are the perfeftion of juftiee; and that 
*^ their adminiftration of thofe laws is (b impartial and fo rtoiff ' 
^< as to afford an equal remedy both to the rich and to th^ 
*^ poor, by means of which we are faid to be plac6d in il flatd 
*' of abfolute freedom." — The paper then goes on and reafeni 
upon the ftate of the law in this country, under an expofition of 
Magna Charta, which gives as nearly the true meaniqg of it as 
a man would give, who had never feen it. 

*< If we look to Ireland, we find that acknowledged pfiril^ 
*^ of the people to meet for the fupport and protedtion of Aeif 
*^ rights and liberties, is attempted by terror to be taken flWay> 
*' by a late infamous A£t of Parliament. — That was an Aft id 
prevent Convention b]f delegates with -duigeraas ekj^fib^-^' 

"Whilll 
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** Whilft titles of honour — no — ^but of diHiononr are laviflied, 
** aiid new fourccs of corruption opened to gratify the greedy 
•• proftitution of thofe who are the inrtruments of this op- 
** pfeffion. 

*• In Scotland, the wicked hand of power has been impudently 
** etferted without even the wretched formality of an Ad: of 
"Parliament." — A piece of parchment juftice they call an a£l 
in the Convention of Scotland. — ** Magiftrates have forcibly in- 
** traded into the peaceful and lawful meetings of freemen, and 
** by force (hot omly without law, but againft law) have, 
** under colour of magifterial office, interrupted their delibera- 
tions, and prevented their aflbciation. 

•« The wifdom and good condufl: of the Britifh Convention in 
** Edinburgh has been fuch, as to defy tlieir bittcreft enemies 
*< to name the law which they have broken, notwithftanding 
** which, their papers have been foized and made ufe of as evl- 
" dence againft them, and many virtuous and meritorious indi- 
** vidoaU have been, as cruelly as injuftly, for their virtuout; 
** suSions, difgraced and deftroyed by infamous and illegal fcn- 
** tcncesof tranfiKDitation , and thcfe unjuft and wicked jud^- 
** ments have been executed with a rancour and malignity never 
** before known in this land; our refpcflable and beloved fellow- 
" citizens have been caft fettered into dungeons, amongft felons 
** in the hulks, to which they were not fcntcnced. 

** Citizens, We all approve the fentiments, and are daily 
** repeating the words for which thcfe our refpcftable and valu- 
** abk brethren are thus, unjuftly and inhumanly, fufiering ; 
** we do alibdate" — mark the expreflSon — " in order to obtain 
** a fiar, free, and fiiH reprefentation of tlie people in a houfe 
** of real national reprefentatives." — Now, did the Convention 
at Edinburgh then aflbciate for the purpofc to obtain a fair, free, 
atad iiill rcprefentation of the people in a honfe of real national 
reprefeiHatives ? If they £d, they ailbciated to form that liouf^ 
of real reprefentativcs upon this principle, that they were, a& 
Mr. Skirving calk them, the people in Scotland, that they were 
to affiliate, aiad to afibciate themfdves with ibcieties in Engird ; 
6 aiid 



( 176 ) 

and thatv in that (late of affiliation and ajQTociation, holdii^ at 
Convention, as they call it, of the People, from delegates of 
thefe focieties, and nc^ from the people — to do v/hat? — why to- 
meet as an Aflembly, which Aflembly was to control the opera-'- 
tions of Parliament; of that Parliament, which muft be the 
reprcfentatives of the Commons of the Nation ; an expreffion, 
which by the way, they never ufed, adopting generally terms rf 
a different import, " Real National Reprcfentatives.*' 

*' Are we alfo willing to be treated as felons for claiming 
*' this our inherent right ? which we are determined never to I 
'* forego but with our lives, and which none but thieves and ! 
"traitors" — that is perfons afting in the regular execution <%' 
the funftionsof magiftracy — *' can wifh to withhold from us: 
" confider it is one and the fame corrupt and corrupting in- 
** fluence, which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scotland,- 
" and England: can you believe that thofe, who fend virtuouS' 
'' Irifhmcn and Scotchmen, fettered with felons to Botany Bay, 'do* 
*' not meditate, and will not attempt to feize the firft moment* 
*' to fend us after them ? or, if we had not juft caufe to appre-' 
*' hend the fame inhuman treatment, if, inftcad of the moft im-' 
<' minent danger, we were in perfeft fafety from it, fhould we 
*' not difdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever in which 
*' our honefl Irifli and Scotch brethren did not, equally and as 
"fully, participate with us? Their caufe then, and ours, is- 
" the fame, and it is both our duty and our intereft to ftand or 
*' fall together." 

Gentlemen, recolIecSl the expreffions that I read to you from 
Skirving's letter: " will you wait till barracks are eredled in 
*' every village, and till fubfidized Heffians and Hanoverians are 
** upon usf" You will now fee from the proceedings I am {fat- 
ing to you, that the time was come^ that they were not only v/r- 
tnous but courageous enough to do an a£l, which in 1792 and 
1793, though they were virtuous enough to do, they were not | 
courageous enough to do. 

** You may afk perhaps, by what means (hall we feck re- 
<• drcfs ? We anfwer, that men in a flate of civilized Ibdcty, 
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♦^ ale bound to feek redrefs of the grievances from the laws, as 
** long as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws ; but our com- 
** mon mafter, whom wc ferve, (whofe law is a law of liberty, 
** and whofe fervice is perfeS freedom,) has taught its not to ex- 
•* peel to gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thiftles : sxje 
•* mujl have redrefi from our own laws.^*—WcTC they to be a 
Convention of the People then without making laws ? They ap- 
prove the whole conduft of the Britifli Convention, that would 
not let others make lawi,- and yet were they not to mfake laws ? 

** We mufi have reircfs from our own laws^"* arid not from 
Other lawS; — the laws of Great Britain are thus defcribed,— 
** the laws of our plunderers ^ enemies y and opprcjfors :" indeed, 
if the Legiflature of their Country were their plunderers, ene- 
mies, and oppreflcH^, in their notions, it would be very difficult 
to fuppofe, that they were to have redrefs from the laws of that 
legiflature ; but then it follows, of courfe, that they meant to 
have redrefs from laws made by fome other body, that had au- 
thority to make laws ; and what that other body is, but the 
Convention which they determine upon, muft be left for thofc 
to &y, who can find it out. They go on then to fay, 

** Thcrfe is no redrefs for a nation circumftanced as we are, 
•* but m a fair, free, and full rcprefentation of the people."-^ 
Novr, here again I alk, what is that fair, full, and free repre- 
feotation of the people, not mentioned to be in Parliament? but 
if it was, it would be prccifely the fame phrafe as occurred at 
the dnie of the Commonwealth. But they take upon them to 
approve oi the Britifli Convention, and to unite the two nations 
of England and Scotland, to be a Britifli Convention formed by 
delegates from the different focieties in this country, and pro- 
fefling to aA as a Convention of the People ; I fay, tliat it Is that 
Jpecies of ConventioHy which, in their opinion, was a fair, free^ 
ead full repreftntatkn of the people^ in which, and which alone, 
they hoped ft)r that redrefe, which they could not hope for from 
the Parliament of Great Britain^ thofe, who were their plunderers, 
tbdr enemies, and opprellbrs ? Couid it be poifible for them ta 
fnppoTe, that diey could make Parliament the willing or ui>- 
Wllii^ oipti of bringing about this rcprefentation of the people 
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to fubfift by annual fufFrage and univcrfal rcprefentation ? Coul^ 
it have, entered into their imagination that thofc, whom they 
call their plunderers, erienlies, and oppreflbrs, would ever become 
the voluntary or involuntary inftrument of doing that, which' 
wastheobjeft of all thefe Societies, from March lygi* till they 
were checked in the execution of their purpofes ? 

Then follows a refolution that will require Iikewifc your very 
particular attention. " Refolved, That during the cnfuing fef- 
*« fion of Parliament the General Committee of this Society do 
** meet daily, for the purpofe of watching the proceedings of the 
** Parliament and of the adminiftration of the government of t6is 
** country." This was to be publifhed : they do not therefore VCII7 
ture to infert totidem verbis that refolution, which I have ftated to 
you, was fo fblemnly made, and fofacredly fworii to in the ScDtdi 
Convention, but they refolve — " that upon the firft introdudionof 
*< any billot motion inimical to the liberties of the people, fuch as 
** for landing foreign troops in Great Britain or Ireland, for firf- 
** pending the habeas corpus a6l, for proclaiming martial law, or 
** for preventing the people from meeting in focieties for Confti- 
** tutional information." — What the meaning of the term conjli^ 
tutional is We clan judge by this time — that upon any eitpreis 
motion of this nature, " or any other innovation ofajimilar nature^ 
" that on any of thefe emergencies the General Committee (hall 
** iffue fummonfes to the delegates of each divifion, and alfo to 
♦' the fecretaries of the different Societies affiliated and corrcfpond- 
*' ing with this Society, forthwith to call a General Cotwen" 
*' tion of the People^ to be held at fuch place, and in fuch a 
*^ manner, as (hall be fpecified in the fummons, for the purpofe 
** of taking fuch meafures into their confideration." They omit 
the cafe of invafion in this publication. But what is this, fuppofing 
nothing had pafTed in Scotland of what I have ftated to you ? What! 
Is the Icgiflature, is the rule and government in this great country 
reduced to thisftate, that it (hall find no proteftion in the adminif- 
tration of the law of the country againft perfons, affiliating and 
affiliating themfelves for the purpofes, which they declare here? 
Ig no motion to be made in Parliament for any purpofe, which thefe 
Societies choofe to comprehend under the terms ** any other inno- 

"valiwi,*' 
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♦* vation,'' without explaining what it means? but what? but that 
bodies of men are to come together, claiming to themfelves the 
civil and political authority, which exifts in the natural and phy- 
fical qualities of the people, and then to contend that they have 
got a Conventipn of the People P 

Now, do they Convene the People ? In fad, it will be faid, rio-* 
thing like it. But they call themfelves a Convention of the People in 
the very terms that they ufe t the fummonfes are to go to the dele- 
gates of each Meeting, and alfo the Secretaries of the different So- 
cieties correfponding with this Society, and no where elfe. Foi* 
what purpofe ? To call a Otneral Convention of the People ! Thcn^ 
what is the meaning of all that, taking it with its context? It is 
this : fix>m your laws — the laws of you, our plunderers, enemies^ 
and oppreffors — we can expedl no relief; we do not mean to 
cpme to you for any : but we will watch you, and, if you dare 
to propofe an innovation of any fort, we fhall call a fairy free^ 
and full reprefentation of the people. Compofed, pray how? by 
delegates from our Societies, to feek, as a General Convention of 
the People, redrefs from our own laws. It appears to nie that 
the reafoning upon this paper is fo whole, and entire, that it is 
out of the power of human ingenuity to touch it. 

Then they refolve, *' That a hundred thoufand copies of th# 
** addrefs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland fliall be 
*• printed." Then they follow this up with the publication of a 
great many toafts ; and really, when one mentions fuch a thing 
as toafts in the trial of a great national caufe, fuch as this un- 
doubtedly is, one is afraid of its (Inking into infignificance, and. 
yet this is a great feature in this caufe. You will find that, prc- 
vioully to one of the moft feditious meetings, which was ever 
hdd in this country, that it was thought of importance enough 
that they fhould meet once, tvvice^ or thrice, in committees, in 
crier to frame toafts, which were beft calculated to inflame their 
minds, and to urge thofe forward, who were already engaged in 
thcfc projeas— " The Rights of Man;"—** The BritiOi Con- ^ 
" vention ;" — ** Succefs to the arms of Freedom, againft whom- /j\ 
" fcever directed " This is during the war-r^gainft whom 
were the arms of Freedom direfted, in the opinion of thefe per- 
Jins? You remember they faid that ** the Elev9»r of Hanover 
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*^ may join iis troops to traitors and robbers ; but tie Kif^ cip 
*' Great Britain will do well to remember that this country is not 
*/ Hanover: ihould he forget the diftinftion, we will not/' They 
correfponded with the French in Oflober ; and in NoTcmW 
1792, they ftatc to you that the principles of their refelutionj 
are thofc, tipoh which they meant to aft, — ^that Gmt Britain 
•^a^ liow engaged in a war— -which they cdndeinned-rin wfaidi 
tlie arms of freedom, as fliey faid, had never been engaged on die 
fiart of Great Britain. Then tlie meaning of die toaft is obTioiis, 
Another toaft was^-" The virtuous andfpitited Citizens now in' 
** confinement for matters of opinion." Now, thefe matters of 
Opinion are afts all done in the lortg tiffiie and detail of a confpt- 
tacy to fubvert the monarcfiical government of this country, 
rmd^r its prefent legal provilions and linMtatiom. 

The name of Mr. Froft being mentioned, I mean him no dif- 
refpcft in faying this — but it is to the purpofe of this bufinefs to 
take notice of it-^that Gentleman was profecuted in this country 
for this dofliine — '' no King, none in England, I am for liberty 
*♦ and equality every where." What was the confequence of 
that? The judgment of the law of England upon hrm was, that 
he was guilty of an offence: he was punifhcd: he has fufferdt 
that puniflimc;it, and made an atonement to the law : but thefe 
Gentlemen^ who fent Mr. Froft with Mr. Barlo^v, to ftate fncb 
tloftrine to France, and bring fuch dodtrine back from Fran(*, 
you find that they have a formal refolution that they will fufhin 
this Mr. Froft in all his perfccutions and profecutions. Docs 
that mean' nothing ? If Mr, Froft is perfecuted for holding doc- 
trines in the country, which were to put the King out of the 
fyftcm, is it no evidence of intention with refpe£l to thofc, who 
engaged in fuch proje£ls, as I have mentioned, that they do come 
to a refolution, in which they declare that the law, queftioning 
the propriety of declarations of that kind, amounts to a perfeci*- 
tion, and that he ought to be fullained agaiuft it ? 

Gentlemen, you will hear from witnefles, who were prefent, 
what tlie proceedings on the 20th of January, and the general 
complexion and nature of them were. Mr. Martin being in the 
chair, and Mr. Hardy being prefent, who was a member of both 
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thcfe focietks, m attendmg m^mbj&r in both of t^qa, I will givt 
you Martin's account of the proceediog on the 22.i of January, 
1 794, in a letter in bis awn hand writing, fent to Mauirice Mar^^ 
gMTot, at Edinburgh, who had advi&d, ycMi. will repolledl, the 
L'Ondon Correfponding Society to come to Tome ftrong refolu* 
tions-^who had urged that ^021; is thi time^ that /tpa rnQtiths in 
Scotland would Jo the hujinfjsy provided they <ltd their duty ia 
England. 

*' My dear Sir, I dare fay you think I have forgot you from 
•* my not having written to you, but you know my fentimcnts 
»* fo well that it was unneccffary for me, and would probably 
*• have been improper to fay much on the fuhjeft of your mif- 
•* lion*'*— then he ftates fomcthmg about private btufineTs. 

** We had a meeting on Monday, I was in the Chair— the 
•* news-paper gives our numbers at 500, but we were nearer 
*' 1500: every thing was wdl conduced, that is to fey regularly, 
*^ and the preceedings were tolerably bdd. Mr. Hardy, J dare 
•* fay, has fent you a copy of the addrefs and refolution. 

•* Your conduS receives univerfal approbation, and though I 
*« at one time dreaded the want of money, yet that is now over: 
** thofe, who oppofed the fubfcription at firft, are now putting 
-^ their hands to the very bottom of their pockets, asKl fwear by 
^ God you {ball be fupported with the laft guinear— we nauft hare 
^ aoot^er general meeting in a chapel, or fome large place, 
«< and declare the purpofe of a fubfcription, and I tbjrok we (hail 
^ get plenty of the needful for that and other purpofiPSo Hav)e 
^ j»u read my letter to Lord *■ ■■ » : dp you iociifie to try tipe 
^ writ of error ? what do the Scotch lawyers think of it, and 
^ what do you think of the legal knowledge of my countr^y^ipen ? 
*^ I £rmly believe that the law is the only fcience, of wjbich they 
^ know nothing* 

*^ The Kmg went ycfterday to meet hU parliameat*'-»^fo now 
me, have got no parliament of ours, the people of this country-^ 
^ they iat till fix o'clock this morning : the papers are not our, 
^ but I am told only twelve members were for peace : I am glad 
^ ^e mintfter has fo great a majority within doors for the war, 
"f^and diat die people haye a greater oiajoriiy witboMt doors 
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** againfl the war : the fwinifh rogues had the impudcnee to 
•' write." no war" on all the doors and corners of the houfes of 
•' Lords and Commons, and they had even the audacity to groan 
^^ and hifs, while his moft facred Majefiy was paifing to apd 
*' from the Houfe^nay I am told a woman, moved and feducedby 
*' the inftigation of the devil, and traiteroufly intendbg, &c. &i 
}^ in St. James's Park, take off her patten, and threw it with aQ 
*' her force at his Majefty, whereby the glafs of the ftate coacii 
*' was broken, and his Majefty put in fear: God favc thcj King, 
♦' for if, &c.— as Gerald fays"— there he leaves i^ 

^' The fociety is increaiing rapidly, both in fpirit and in numr 
^Vbers, and the rich now begin to come among us» and to fit 
<^ down with pleafure among the honeft men with the leatbera 
/' aproi>s. 

*' I could write t(v you ftrange things, but I know not but 
♦* this may be read by fomebody before it comes to your hands. •' 

Gentlemen, after this had paiTed, you will find that that let<* 
ter was written by the Correfponding Society to the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, which I firft mentioned to you upon 
the 27th of March, i794> and now with your leave I will readu 
part of it to you again. 

** I am direfted by the London Correfponding Society to trant 
^* mit the following refolutions to the Society for Conftitutional 
^' Information.'* I (hould tell you firft, in the order of time, 
that the Society for Conftitutional Information diftinfUy adopt 
that paper of the London Correfponding Society of the 20th of 
January, 1794, as their own, and order it to be entered upon 
their books; they approve of the manly fentiments of it, and they 
fully take it to themfelves, to all intents and purpofes, as if It 
bad been a conjunft meeting of them both. Then, the London 
Correfponding Society having held this language refpccling the 
Convention, and upon the 24th of January the Conftitutional 
Society having adopted the projeftof a Convention ftated in the 
addrefs of the London Correfponding Society of the 20th, and 
the Nature of that Convention being a Convention from the affi- 
liated rocieties, to take upon themfelves the chara6ter of J On- 
vmtkn of the. People^ it wpuld be furpnfipg in^e^d if the Com* 
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vention, which they fpc^k of on the 27th of March, fbould be 
a Convention of a different pature from that, which they had 
both agreed to on the 20th and 24th of January — and with that 
Dbfervation I come again to this letter of (he 27 th of Aifarcb. 
' ^< I am directed by the London Correfponding Society to 
" tranfmit the following refolutions to the §ociety for Copftitu* 
•* tional Information, and to requeft the fentjmcnts of that fo«r 
" ciety refpeSing the important meafures which the prefcnt 
** junSure of affairs feems to require. The London Corref- 
" ponding Society conceives that the moment (x arrived**-^ 
tfiroughout the y^ars 1791, 1792, and 1793, they thought it was 
not arri>ved— «•" when a full and explicit declaration is neceflary 
^ from all the friends of freedom — whether the late illegal and 
^ unheard of profecutions and fentenccs ihall determine \is tQ 
^ abandon our caufe, or (hall excite us to purfue a radical re-> 
" form, with an ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the 
^ objed, and with a zeal as diftinguifhed on our parts, as the 
^ treachery of others in the fame glorious caufe is notorious. 
** The Society for Conftitutional Information is therefore rc- 
•* quired to determine whether or no they will be ready, whei^ 
** called upon, to aft in conjunftion with this and other focie^ 
^ ties, to obtain a fair reprefentation of the people, whether they 
•* concur with us in feeing the neceflity of a fpeedy Convention 
^ for the purpofe of obtaining, in a conftitutional and legal me- 
^ thod, a redrefs of thofe grievances, under which we at prefent 
♦* labour/* 

Now, ip the firft place, with refpeft to the words ** Confti- 
^ tutional anid legal method," thefe perfons have not much to 
qlaim upon the fcore of the efFeft and force of the words " C?«- 
^Jlitutional and legal method^^ which appear, through all their 
l;pin£i£tions of the years 1792 and 1793, and more particularly 
through the tranfaftions of 1793, as they apply to the Britjlbt, 
Convention, in Scotland, to be thought confiftent with the ej^- 
iftence of a Convention of fuch a charafter as that had \ and, if 
it was their purpofe to have a Convention of the people, by fum- 
monfes to affiliated focieties, that Convention to take upon itfclf 
the pow«r of the people, it is in vain that they talk of legal and 
^cfnftitution^ methods ; it is in vain, if the thing t^iey mean to 
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do, and the manner of doing it, is not leg^l or conftitutional.^ 
Upon this leUer, I apprehend, after what has paffed, there c^n 
be no doubt what is meant by a Convention : but it is not left 
there : for in the third refolution they ftate, that ^' there ou^ 
^' to be immediately J Convention of tht PeapU by delcgatts";— 
mark the words — ^^ deputed for that purpofe from the difierqit 
♦* focieties of the Friends of Freedom affembled in the v^rieui 
^ parts of this nation." 

Then here is a Convention of the fame charafter, of the £une 
name, and the fame conftitution, as that mentioned in the refi>- 
lution pf the aoth of January, 1794.. Now, to whom is this 
propofed ? It is propofed to that Conftitutional Society, whici| 
)iad adopted the addrefs of the 20th of January, I7§4, axui wUcH 
I^ al(b faid, by approving diajt addrefs, that they were otf opi- 
nion that redrefs was not to be ob;:ained by the Uiws of £iigland| 
l}ut that they were to have redrefs againft their oppreflbrs, pon- 
derers, and enen^ies, by their own Iaw§-rrby that fort of r^ijjm* 
iation of the peopU» which is formed hy a Convetuioii^Qif the Peor 
pie, fummoned from thofe aiTociated focieties. Then what £9!* 
Ipwsupon it?— -though the thing is couphed inphrafes, that art s^ 
little ambiguous, yet no human being, judging bonefUy, cai| 
doubt the meaning of it \ it is, that there iball be tlus Conven<r 
tion, to z9i as a Convention of the people, with the power p£ 
the people, having all civil and political authority. The prifoncr 
is fufficiently involved already, if fuch ^ Convention aever ha4 
been thought of; but then the two Societies form a Committee 
of Correfpondence and Co-operation for the purpofe of. bringing 
together that Convention, which they had faid was the only 
mean, by which Britons could enjoy their liberties, or protect 
themfelves againft the legitimate government of the country, int 
eluding in it their plunderers, enemies, and oppreflbrs. 

Gentlemen, when I lay this evidence before you, if I Sopped 
here, I fhpuld be glad to learn why this is not af^ep taken for thft 
execution of fuch a purpofe as I have before ftated-r-a ftep takea 
for conftituting a l>ody, or a ftep taken towards devifiog the 
means of conftituting a body which was, like the Convention 
mentioned in the f|)eech qf Barrpre^i tp fiif er&dc tl)^ le^iAatu^^ 
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to depofe the King, to fufFer bim to have tio «x!ften<7e^ but what 
Hheir good will and pleaTure would allow hiqi, agaii>(l: the will, 
gs the language pf the indidn^ent ftates it, and in defiaAce pf the 
authority of the Parliam/ent — to depofe the King — for, if thefe 
people haye the fovereign power, and they muft havo the fove* 
X^iga power upon th^ir own principles — the King of England 
cannot have it in the manner in which it is veiled in hicp now. 
JIc was bound to refill fuch a projedl as this : he owed it to every 
good fubjedl in his country to refift it— he was fworn to do it by 
^c folemn obligation of his coronation 04th — you cannot thpre-? 
fore contemplate a cafe of bis adling otherwife — the Kiog, being . 
bound to refifiance for the feaurity of the fubjedl, and for the iajce 
of obferving his oath, for the f^ke of continuing to reign accord* 
|ng to the terms of that oath, according to (he ftatutes agreed upoc| 
JA Parliament aflembled, and the laws and cuftoms of the fame* 
Biit, gentlemen, I do not ftop here : you will find alfo ihs^ 
there was a meeting at Chalk Farm, the particulars of which I 
will not ftate further than to lay that, when they ar^ rf ad» yoi| 
will fee that that meeting at Chalk Farm was a ftep taken in tbe 
Anther profecution of the fun£tions of that committee of col* 
operation — that it was a meafure taken for the exprefs purpofe of 
trying the temper of the people, of feeing what tfaey could do 
by numbers. That meeting was held in April 1794, and it i| 
Mry remarkable that it appears that there were meetings in other 
parts of this kingdom, more particularly it appears from a letter, 
found in the pofTeffion of this prifoner, that, as there was a meet- 
ing in the open air at Chalk Farm, fo there were meetings elfe- 
whcre— rit required vigilance — it required the interpofition of 
Ibme ftrong hand, by Parliament or otherwife, to prefcrve you in 
0ie fituation in which you now are : if it be the will of thefe per- 
|bns that you ihall not remain in it, it is at leaft the duty of thofe, 
who are to watch over the country as long as it can exift, that it 
§ial) not be deftroyed by any fault of their's : but you will find 
rtiere were Meetings in the open aif at Leeds, Wakcfidd, Hud? 
^r^field, Bradford, Birftal, and at various other places. TTiis 
{irojedl of a Convention had been communicated to many parts of 
Ific country, and too many of them had aflented ^ its ^^ ^"^T 
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iSTenttd to it, but it will be proved, that the prifoner fent a cir- 
cular letter to the remoteft parts of this kingdom, (which I will 
now read) for the purpofe of affembling this Convention, for the 
purpofe of carrying into effeS the project of this Britifh Conven- 
tion, the body of which had been diffipated, but which was ftill 
carrying on its purpofes by meafurcs precifely the. fame as thofc 
trhich had exifted in this part of the ifland. 

You will find that the prifoner writes this circular letter to all 
tbofe focieties, and the addrelTing this circular letter to all thcfo- 
peties, (hews that the Convention that was to be called was not 
to be a Convention of the people at large, but a Convention of 
delegates fumnjoned from thofe focieties, to ufurp the charaftcr 
tl ^ a Convention of the People.''* ' ** The critical moment is 
^ arrived" — mark the difference of language ; in 1 793 the time 
is not yet come, men are not virtuous nor courageous enough ; in 
11792 they expe£ied nothing from Parliament,. in. 1793 they erpedt^ 
id every thing from the focieties in due time^ and now they ajirt 
that the due time is come^ that the fulnefs of time is ame'^^^ thecri- 
** tical moment is arrived, and Britons muft either affert with 
** SBcal and firmnefs their claims to liberty, or yield without re- 
** fiftancc to the chains that minifterial ufurpation is forging for 
•^ them. Will you co-operate with us in the only peaceable mca- 
•• furc" — a very peaceable meafure a Convention of this fort!— 
•• that now prefents itfelf with any profpeftloif fuccefs? We need 
^ not intimate to you that, notwithftanding the unparalleled auda- 
*• city of a corrupt and over-bearing faction" — Now this cor* 
rupt and over-bearing faction is the King, Lords and Commons 
of. Great Britain — '^ which at prefent tramples on the rights and 
•* liberties of the people ; our meetings cannot in England ba 
" interrupted without the previous adoption of a Convention 
" bill." A Convention bill ! — this (hews the reafon for their 
refolutions in Scotland about permanent fittings, and the meeting 
of another Briti(h Convention, and for their language, which 
they held upon the 2Cth of January 1794; "a meafure it is 
** our duty to anticipate"r--mark thefe words—" our duty 
" to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly 
" drawn, and the fentiments and views of the dilFerent focieties 
f* ibrougkut the nation be compared*'— WJiat was thei^ objcd 
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in this circular letter? If, when the Brit!(h Convention ifi 
Edinburgh fat, there had been a motion for a Convention bill in 
the p;irl lament of Great Britain, why their objed was then we 
perceive that of being ready at an hour's warning ; communU 
eating in all parts of the kingdom to their delegates that folemn 
refoliinon, which had been made in the BritiCb Convention upon 
the 6 h of November, they were inftantly, before the prcgeS of 
furh a bill could in parliament ripen, out of notice of a motion 
into a bill once read, to be affembled in Edinburgh to prevent 
any fuch bill paffing ; they folemnly vowed to each other, hanS 
in hand, and tfanding up, to give the greater folemnity to the 
declariition, " that the moment fuch a bill as that was introduced 
** into Parliament, they would refift it at the hazard of their 
** lives." Then what did they mean in this circular letter ? Aejr 
meant that, while as yet the bare expedation of a Convention biB 
might exifl-, while, as yet, no notice of fuch a motion was given 
or -heard of in Parliament — that it was their duty to anticipate 
what Parliament might poffibly think of. How to anticipate itf 
•—to anticipate it by means of a Convention aiTuming the cha- 
racter of a Britilh Convention of the People^ but delegated from 
thefe focieties, to fit not at Edinburgh, but to fit at a place, as 
you will £nd, which they durft not name, and for the purpdc of 
€ondu£ling thi$ proje^ with more fecurity, as you find by this 
)etter, to fit at ^ place, that was to bekeptfecret, in order that (he 
purpofe might not t^e difappointed, '^ A meafure," they proceed 
fpeaking of a Conventipn bill, '< it is our duty to anticipate, ti^at 
^'.the tips of union may be more firpfily drawn, and the fentimentf 
f^ and views of the different focieties throughout the nation be 
>^ compared, while it is yet in our power, fo as to guide and di- 
f' XC&. the future operations of the friends of freedom, Roufe 
^* then to one exertion ipore» and let us (hew our confcioufnefs of 
f thi^ important truth ; if we arc to be beaten down with threatt , 
*' profecutions, and illegal fentences, we aj-e unworthy 5 wc arc 
*S incapable of liberty; we mujiy however^ be expeditious \ Hef- 
*' fians and Auftrians" — ^herc is the idea that came from Scotland 
again—** are already among U5, and if we tamely f^bmit, a 
M cloud of thefe armed barbarians may (bpftly be poured in 
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ITie iatroiixSdoti of fick men into this country for the hail 
fiiane purpofe of giving tbem thdt air, whiqh they could aac 
4pbtain while on board a fhip, is made the pretext of this letter 6x 
ilating that ^< Hcilians and Audrians are already aiyx>Dg us, and^ 
*^ if we tamely fubmit, a cloud of thefe armed barbarians may U 
** pouied in upon us. Let us form then another Briti/h Cauua^ 
'* /ia«." What was that Convention ? they exprefsly ftate it t9 
J)e a Contention of the 'people^ and a Convention, which is to af- 
fome coi^trolling powers over the legiilature. " We have a 
** central fituation in our view» which we believe would be nwft 
'* convenient for the whole ifland, but which we forbear 
^* mention (entreating your confidence in this particular) till w^ 
^* have the anfvvcr of" — whom? — *' of the Societies, with whiA 
♦* we are in correfpondence. " What, is that a Convention ef 
the People ? or of the Societies afluming the chara^ler of a Coup 
veaticm of the People ? " Let us have your anfwer then/' Now, 
give me leave to obferve how nearly this project was to beiiq; 
cgorried into eflFe<a— '* Let us have your anfwer then by the 
*' 20th at fartheft, earlier, if poffible, whether you approve of 
•* the meafure, .aad how many delegates you can fend, with th^ 
** number alfo, if poffible, of your Societies,'* 

Gentlemen, this will be proved to you to have travelled as far 
98 Strathaven, to have been received there, and delegates to have 
been appointed in confequence of the folicitation, and then, as 
in the Britifh -Convention, in the month of November' 1793, 
this great proje6k of calling together a body, which was to put aft 
end finally to the exiftence of Parliament, was to be conduced 
by a Secret Committee ; becaufe its operations, its aflferabling, 
and the means which were to be taken for it, could not be con^ 
linitted to numbers, a Secret Committee was then appeintei 
This letter ends—" for the management of this bufmefs we have 
^* appointed a Secret Committee : you will judge hp\Y ^ it^ 
f* ncceflary for you to do the fame,'* 

Gentlemen, the next proceedings were at Chalk Fai*m. I^ 
jthefe proceedings, it appears, they had ftated to the Society called 
f^ J^e Friends of the Peonle" this meafure of a .Convention i 
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tlhat nScafure the Friends of the People refiifed to agra; in. Yott 
will find that, refufmg to agree in that meafure, at rfie meeting 
alt Chalk Farm, when it was ftated that the Society of the 
Frientfe of the People wotald not agree in it— indited, agree in it 
they could not— you will find what was the reception, which 
die communication of tfiat information met with — an univerfal 
groan from a hi^e body of men, amounting, I bcEcve, to a 
couple of thoufand there affembled. 

Gentlemen, tliis Committee of Correfpondence and Co-oper* 
ation, you will find, met ; you will find that there is in the hand- 
writing of the prifoner, in a very fhort note, an account of what 
was done when they met ; that one of the firft fteps towards the 
^^ccoraplLfliment of their purpofes, was a communication of the 
CMTefpondences of the Country Societies to thofe, who were O 
be the delegates of the Conftitutional Society ; but the meeting 
was bix>ke up by the apprehenfion of the prifoner and others^ 
which has led, as I before ftated, to this profecution. 

Cjentlemen, I have before told you that I conceived it was com- 
petent for me, as indeed I apprehend without queftion it is, after 
pihoving the confpiracy, to fhew the conduS of the perfons, who 
were parties in that confpiracy, in furtherance of the confpiracy, 
when it is proved. You will find that one of the perfons, who 
attended the meeting of the 20th of January 1794, and whor was 
a very a£live member of the London Correfponding Society, and 
likcwifc one of die Committee of Correfpondence and Co-opera- 
tion, which I have alluded to as the final aft c^ this bufine^. 
He gives himfelf this account of the tranfaftions of the 20th of 
January 1 794, and of other circumftances : this is Mr. Thelwall, 

" It is with infinite fatisfadlion that at laft I received a letter 
•* from you ; it was brought this morning by Citizen Lee, and 
" has been delayed, I underftand, this fortnight at Rotherfaithe 
** by fome accident. 

•• I am. too well acquainted with mankind to be furprifed^ too 
*' much of a philofopher to be angry at the abafe and mifi^eprc- 
^* fentation of miftaken nan ; but I (hall endeavour, as I wi(h 
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*' to preferve the good opinion of a man whom I remember wiA 
** efteem, to fend you fuch printed documents as will prove to 
you, that, inftead of having defcrted the caufe of liberty, I 
•* have redoubled my zeal, and that there is not at this time in 
England a man that goes bolder lengths, and expofes himfelf 
•* to more danger, in the caufe of liberty, than myfelf. I have 
** been for four or five months pad almoft the fole labourer upcMi 
•* whom the fatigue, the danger, and the exertions of the Lon-, 
** don Correfponding Societies, the only avowed Sans Culottes 
•' in the metropolis, have refted, and have been otherwife fo 
•* aSive in the caufe as fcarcely to have paffed a week without 
** threats and confpiracies from the government and its purblind 
•* adherents. Ever lince the famous or infamous, call it which 
** you will, proclamation of November 1792, I have been fre- 
•* quenting all public meetfngs where any thing could be done 
♦* or expedted, have been urging and ftimulating high and low, 
and endeavouring to rally and encourage the friends of free- 
dom. I have been conftantly facrificing intereft and fcctirity, 
•> offending every perfonally advantageous connexion, till Mi- 
*' nifterialifts, Oppofitionifts, and Moderees, hate me with equal 
•* cordiality, and, if I may judge by their condu6l, fear me as 
** much as they hate. 

*' For thefe four months, I have been giving political ledhirc* 
•* and printing, and appropriating the whole receipts, till the laft 
•* fortnight, to the fupport of our delegates to the Britifh Con- 
«< vention ; for the hiftory of which I muft refer you to Citizen 
** Talbot, whom I have not feen, but whom I hope to fee bc- 
** fore he leaves England.'*' 

He then gives an account of the meetings I have been Hating 
to you, and of his leftures : then he fays 

** Adieu. I will colleft together what political papen I can, 
" to fend to you when I can find leifure. Do write to me ; let 
** me know fomething about the ftate of politics and fociety irt' 
*' America. I fear you are fomewhat fliort of the true Sans Cu- 
*' iotte liberty ; that you have too much veneration for property, 
** too much religion, and too much law.'* 

7 •' I fear 
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•' 1 fear you are fomewhat fliort of the true Sans Gulottc li- 
^* bcrty." Now, that is, that you have too rauch veneration. 
For property, too much religion^ and too much law. 

Gentlemen, having now gone through the written evidence, 
[ am to ftate to you fome other circumftances. I have not 
indeed dated all the written evidence, becaufe you will have 
Vi^ritten evidence laid before you of ftimulations, under fmgular 
pretexts, to thefe Societies, to arm themfelves. You will find* 
(or inftance, that if a debate happened in that Parliament, where 
they meant hereafter to fuffer no debate, about the Heflians and 
Hanoverians, they circulated among them papers, and it will be 
brought home to thofe, with refpeft to whom it is ftated to this 
cSEt£t — "The Ins tell us we are in danger of invafion from 
•* the French ; the Outs tell us that,we are in danger from the 
** Heffians and Hanoverians : in either cafe, we fhould arm our- 
•^ felves. Get arms, and learn how to ufe them." 

You will likewife find, upon this part of the cafe, that, after 
the difperfion of the Britifh Convention in Edinburgh, after it 
was feen that the law of this country was ftrong enough to beat 
down a confpiracy of that kind, af^ing by their mere naked 
numbers, that it became then, in their opinion, neccflary to the 
accompliftiment of their purpofc, to a£l with arms. 

Now, Gentlemen, where a general confpiracy of this fort,^ 
among affiliated Societies, exifted in Scotland, Sheffield, Nor- 
vrich, Manchefter, and various parts of the kingdom, all aiming 
at the fame end, all adting upon the fame principle, all involved 
in the fame proje£t of having a Convention from the different 
parts of the united kingdoms, it is natural that they fhould think 
of arms : but, if the confpiracy did not exift, it would feem a 
very odd thing that it fhould happen in fad that, in thefe different 
parts of the kingdom, in Scotland, in Sheffield, and in London^ 
we fhould find perfons preparing arms of a fort, and of a deno- 
mination, which of late years we have not heard of in this coun- 
try, except as exifting in France, and except as ftated in a letter 
from France, which 1 have read to you. 

But, 
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feut, Crcritlcmeil, y6u will find, from tli^ evidence I have lit 
ofler, and indeed it is not furprifing that you ihould fo find— ^ 
after I Ihall tell ydu, that in the p6Gket of one of the paities 
in this confpiracy, and diftributed alfo in divifiofis m fhe Lod*^ 
don Correfponding Society, were papers, unportii^ (bat wpuL 
the ift of April, 1794., was to he performed, . '* the Gstllotifli^ 
*^ or George's head in a haSket;** papers in which the {acni 
perfon of the King is fo fpoken of^ and in which ali(onlerr«^ 
men, under ludicrous reprefeotations of them to their ooMfryt 
were doomed to lamp irons, and to fufpenfion ; after I flnH teU 
you, that I am inftrudcd that Mr. Thelwall could, when le- 
tiring from Chalk Farm, take a pot of porter in his hmdf 
with a knife take off the head, and fay, " thus I would ferv^ 
** all Kings ;'* if you ihould find fuch language ufed, I am pcr- 
fuaded you will not be furprifcd to find pikes in the hands of 
thefe men, and their aflbciates — to find mujikcts in the hands of 
thefe men and their affociates. Do not, Gentlemen, letusfe 
mifled by the great doflrine of the Bill of Rights, that every 
man has a right to arms for his own proteftion— he has with-* 
out queftion a right to convenient arms for his own defence; 
but the point before a Jury will be, for what purpofe had be 
the arms ? If he attempts to fay, that he had them for his own 
defence — if he had them in fa6t for a worfe purpofe^ the attempt 
to colour the fadl makes the fa6t more criminal. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, you will find that Mr. Yorke, in thtf 
month of November, 1793, will be proved to have been at.ontf 
of the divifionsofthe London Correfponding Society, ftatirig, that 
he was going among the fons of liberty into Belgium, to bring 
into this country the true friends of liberty. You will find that 
he was a member of the London Correfponding Society, and 
conftituted a delegate of the Conftitutional Society to Scotland; 
that he has been propagating at Sheffield the fame doftrine, as 
his brother affociates were propagating in London ; that he was 
there direfting the form, in which pikes fhould be made, to 
pcrfons, who were to make fuch inflrumeiits i that the perfons at 

Sheffield 
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1 enter into a correfpondence with the pnfoner at the 
at they inform him that thefe pikes are made ; that he 
the diredion to perfons of the Correfpohding Society, 
• that they may ftimifh themfelves with thefe inftru- 
and .that they were to be fumiflied from Sheffield to a 
lere, I think, the Parrot, in Green Arbour-alley, or 
her place in thb town-; and that, if the apprehenfion of 
afons here, and at Sheffield, had not put an end to the 
execution of the projed, there would have been a large 
ition of thefe pikes into this part of the kingdom. 

tlemen, you will find that tfiis idea of arms was carried 
; you will find that, for the ufe of this fociety, a plate 
rures, (hewing the manner of learning the military exer- 
as engraved by a Mr. Worfhip, a member of this fociety. 
rill find that there was a Military Society in Lambeth, 
Jther in Tumftile, Holbom ; they were fmall in their 
ings, I admit ; but thefe things mud be fo in their be- 
^ ; and you will find, that the prifoner at the bar gave to 
sis of the name of Edwards, a diredtion of whom to ob- 
kes at Sheffield. Mr. Williams, another witnefs, who 
called to you, who is a gun engraver in the tower, made 
ets for the ufe of thefe Ibcieties in Lambeth, and in 
ile, with an exprefe proteft that he fhould not become em- 
, unlefshe himfelf became a member of the Societies. You 
ad accordingly that he did become a member of them. 
nil find that they drilled at particular places. Gentlemen, 
you this outline of this part of the evidence, becaufe I 
wifh to enter more into the particulars, than to give you 
ral impreffion of the nature of the cafe, which I have to 
Dre you. 

1 will likewife fee, what is natural enough to happen, 
you find in the book of the Society for Conftitutional In- 
ion, that Mr. Home Tooke could think of giving notice, 
5 would move " that two books (hould be opened, one of 

O " them 
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** them (bound in, black) in which, fliould be entered ^1 tht 
•* enormities of thofe, who deferye the cenfure; ^nd i^ th^ 
** other, the merits of thofe, who dkferve the gratitude of tbt 
*< fociety.** You will aot. he- furprifed, if you ihould find 
perfons in thefe %£liated fpcictjes,^ of lovyer defcirijptioos^ hoUijng 
Conver(atioQS about feizing the cno{l3U|j^qi}:perfQ«$ in th^ nation; 
if you fhould hear of their holding coAvejiiaitiQns. about the fitu^- 
tion of perfons ia the Houfe of Cooiniipi^i and th^ im^ti^ kf 
which they could, knpw tMir if rim, 

Upon the whole, Gentleftien ofthe Jury, I fhall how lay tlief 
tedimony btfyfq- you, fubmttjnf: %h'\$ \^¥iAtQn 9v\ifim^: t» ypn, 
calling witnefi()6,. i^bovQ all exi^qption^^t^ a great part oC tb« csil-i 
calling fome witnefie&, who^^ I m^y 4v<Hfif feQ tQH^tiyoH witt fuAt 
were perfons €n^>loyed by Qovenjruflut i^ W^Hh. ov«r tbr pi«h 
ceedings of thefe Societies, and whv^ therefore beanie intonnM^ 
in confequence of fuch employn^ei^t, of (omc}t)f theyf tifaipfii?- 
tions ; and Government would have^ b^a w^fUiog to itfidff yd 
would have been wanting tq ^ degree of crimiual^yy whidi no 
man can defcribe, if this CQUnUy ba^ at i}m rm^0GSik itm^M 
the ftate, in which, it wQvitd have beon^.if thofe pikef kd 
been brought into z&udl exertion. 

At Shefiield, indeed, I am, told they hjjd got to the length rf 
forming iron inftruments, which were to d^fabljs horfe, wbicb 
they called Night-cats, and which would immedjiately infert 
themfelves into the hoofs of hgrfes feet. I fay, if, with thefc 
projedis going on in the country, a Secreta^^y of State, or any 
other perfon in the Executive Government, had hefit;ated a ^no- 
ment to procure information, thefe parties might have been 
able to put into execution the projeds they were meditating, aivl 
he would have been anfwerable for it. 

Gentlemen, it is the great province of a Britifh Jury> 3o4 
God forbid thefe prifoners (hould not have the benefit of tbf 
rcfledlion, that Britiih Juries are able to protect us all— are ^ 

10 
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to HA tbs dia?s^is df witi^esr^tE> determine what credit is 
toe to tbem^iftening Iq men of good charadUx wltibout day 
iiDpreffion ag^ififl their evidAai:e-«->Ufleaing to men» {acb as I 
[laveibted, with a ftemg iaiprefliOn ngf^oft their evidence.; 
hat impreffion, however, to be beat down by the concurrent 
anfufpicious teftimony arifing out of the reft of the cafe, if, 
apon the whole, you fhould find the cafe to be made out as I 
lave ftated it to you. 

.Gentlemen, I forgot to mention to you, that you will likewife 
ind, about the time that this Convention was talked of, that there 
N3S a new conftitution framed for the Correfponding Society, in 
vhich they fpeak of a Royalift as an enemy to the liberties of his 
xmntry — of a Democratc, as a friend to the liberties of his coun- 
Ty ; and you will find, that, in a conftitution again rcvifed, the 
^hole was thrown into a fcheme, and into a fyftem, which was 
:o add phyfical ftrength to the purpofes of that Convention, 
irhich was, I fubmit to you> to aflume all civil and political au^ 
liority. 

If you find all thefe things, and, if under the direflion of that 
wifdom that prefides here, with refpeft to which. Gentlemen, 
let me fay again, that the fituation of this country is indeed re- 
iaced to a moft miferable one, if the refpeft, which is due to 
the adminiftration of the law, is fuflPered to be weakened in any 
manner, if the refpe<^, which is due to the adminiftration of the 
law, that adminiftration, which perhaps is the heft feature of 
the'conftitution, under which we live, is deftroyed, miferable 
indeed muft be the fituation of your country ! If you find under 
tbat dire6Uon that the cafe, being proved in fa6t, is alfo made 
out in law, you will do that on behalf of the public which is 
due to Yourfelves, to the Public, to your Pofterity, and theirs. 

Buton the other hand, if, afterhearingthis cafe fully ftated, and 
Attempted to be fully proved, you ftiould be of opinion that it is 
pot proved, or you (hould be finally of opinion that the offence is 

not 
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not made out, according to the hallowed mterpretation of di 
ftatote of Edward III. ; I (ay then, in the condniiony I join, 
from my heart, in the prayer which the law makes on bdul 
of the prifoner, God fend the prifoner a (afe ddiverance! 



EVIDENCl 



EVIDENCE FOR THE CRiOVm. 



Mfk Thomoi Mttckan. (Sworn*) 

EiHimined by, Mr. Bower* 

^ WHAT are you? 
f. One of his Majefty's MefleHgers, 
^ Did yoii at any tkne gp to the hoafe of arMr. Daniel 
ms ? 
f. lilid. 

K When did you gp to Mr. Adams's bouie ? 
I On the iitkof May lalL 
K Did you feiae anf bopks<)rpapcn there I 
• Both books and papers* 
K Whatdidyoudowkhthtfm? 

!. I kept them in ray own peiflfefid^ tilt I htd^- ntotlced 
nail. 

>. Look at this letter, flgrted-T. Hardy, and^ tdl-iM whe^ 
it is one of the papers you feiaed in-Mr* AduoB's hai^ } 
1. It is. 

jtlManJer GtanU {Sworm) 

^. Do you know the prisoner at the bari Tliomas Hardy I. 

:• Yes. 

f Have you ever Icen him write ? 

I have feca him write. 

Do- you know his- hand-writing ? 
Yesi 

Look at that letter, and tell mc whcthci: yoU believe it tp 

prilbnerV hand-writing ? 
I never faw this letter; fo I dannot fzjk 

I^ you or not believe it to be his kand^writing; ? 
I cannot take my* oath to it. 

P ^l 
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^ I am not afking you to fay ccrtainly,> but according toi 
the bcft of your belief is that his hand- writing ? 

jf. I eanziot take upon me to fwear that it if his hand-writing. 
^ You are not afked to fwear that it is his hand-writing, but 
whether you believe it to be his hand-writing ? 

ji. I believe it to be his hand, but I cannot fwear it. 

[T^he letter read.] 
" To the Secretary of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 

" March 27, 1794. 
" Citizen, 

• *• 1 am direftcd by the London Correfponding Society to 

** tranfmit the following refolutions to the Society for Conffita- 

** tional Information, and to requeft the fentiments of that So* 

** ciety refpefting the important meafures which the prefeot 

•* jundlure of affairs fcems to require. The London Corrcf- 

** ponding Society conceives that the moment is arrived when a 

'^ full and explicit declaration is neceffary from all the friends of 

** freedom, whether the late ill<igal and unheard of profecutioos 

.'^ and. fehtences (hall <letermine us to abandon our caufe, or 

** fhall excite us to purfue a radical reform with an ardour pro- 

^* portioned to the magnitude of the objedi, and with a zeal a$ 

" diftinguifhed on our parts as the treachery of others in the &mc 

** glorious caufe is notorious ; the Society for Conftitutional Infjr- 

** mation is therefore required to determine whether or no thcjr 

** will be ready, when called upon, to aft in conjunftion widi 

** this^nd other Societies, to obtain a fair reprefentation of the 

** people ; whetherthcy concur with us in feeing the neceffityofa 

** fpeedy Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining," in a con* 

•* ftitutional and legal method, a redrefs of thofe grievances 

** under which we at prefent labour, and which can only be 

** effeftually removed by a full and fair reprefentation of the 

** people of Great Britain. The London Correfponding Society 

•* cannot but remind their friends, that the prefent crifis de- 

** mands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever was 

^' or can be exerted by men and Britons; nor do they doub^ 

" but that manly fiftnhefs arid cpnfiftency will finally, and, tbcy 

<^ believe, 
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** believe, Shortly terminate ia the full accompUfhment of all 
•* their wifhes. 

t «* I im, fellow Citizen, (tri mj humble meafure) 

** A Friend to the Right* of Man, 

•* T. Hardy, Secretary." 

** Refolved unanlmoufly, i. That, dear as juftice and 
" liberty are to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively 
•* fmall without a dependence on their permanency, and there 
•* can be no fecurity for the continuance of any right but in 
V equal laws* 

•* 2. That equal laws can never be expe6led but by a full 
•* and fair reprefentation of the people ; to obtain which, in the 
** way pointed out by the Conftitution, has been and is the folc 
•* objeA of this Society ; for this we are ready to hazard every 
•* thing, and never but with our lives will we relinquiih an ob- 
•* jeA which involves the happinefs, or even the political cxift* 
•* ence, of ourfelves and pofterity. 

«* 3. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that 
** to fecure ourfelves from future illegal and fcaodalous profecu- 
•* tions ; to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, 
** and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been 
•* wrefted from us, and of which fcarcely a veftige remains, 
•• there ought to be immediately a Convention of the People, 
** by Delegates deputed for that purpofe from the different So- 
•* cjcties of the Friends of Freedom, afTembled in the various 
** parts of this nation, and we pledge ourfelves to the public to 
** poifue every lepl method fpeedily to accomplifh fb defirable 
** a purpofe. 

** Foftfcript. I have to infirm you, that a General Meet- 
•« ing of the Society will be holdeh on Monday the 14th of 
*< April, the place to be annouiiced by public advertifement." 

Afr. John Gumell, (S^$m.) 
. Examined by Mr, Bower, 

- i^ Yon arc, I believe, one of his Majefty's meflengers? . 
J. Yes, 

Pa "^. Did 
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^ Did yoti at any time, and when, go to the houlfe of Mr« 
Hardy? 

J. I went with a warrant from the Sectet^ of State on the 
1 2th of May in the mcrmtng. 
* ^ Did yo\i (em any papers or books there ? 

ji. We feized fo^ne papers in a back room behind bis fhop, 

^ Did you mark the papers you had feized J 

A Yes. 

^ Is this one of the papers you feized? 
' J. Yes. 

^ To Alexander Grant — Is this the prifoner's hand-writing? 

A. This paper is various from the laft ; there is a difierence in 
tjiem. 

^ Do you believe it is his hand-writing ? 
\ A, I am of opinion it is his hand- writing; but I catmot fwcar 
that it is. 

[The paper read.] 

** Friday, April ^^ 1794. 
■ <' A confin'enoe with the Society for Conftitutiooal Infbnna* 
** tion— prcfent, Daniel Adams, Secretary, Mr. Kyd, Mr. Hd- 
•" croft, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Wardle, and Mr. Sharp. From tKc 
'" Corrcfponding Society — Mr. Moore in the chair, Mr. Baxter, 
^*' Mr. Lovett, Mr. Hodgfoh, Mr. Thelwall, and Mr. Hardy, 
'" Secretary. — A motion for communicating to Ac Cbmmittee 
" the Letters of communication from the Societies In the country 
" to the London Correfponding Society ; refolved, that the dcle- 
' ** gates be requelled to communicate all the information they can 
^^ at the next meeting, relative to the ftite of the dtSerent So* 
" cieties affociated for obtaining a fair reprefentation of tte ' 
*"' people. Adjourned to Monday evening, Ng. 2» fieaiifart- 
** buildings, in the Strand." 

^ Is there any thing ftruck out. 

Mr, Shelton. Robinfon's coffee- houfe is ftruck out, and No. 2, 
Beaufort-buildings, is inferted in a different hand. 
Mr, Maclean, 1 found this lettef at Mr: Adams's. 
Ahxmdvc Grani bid he belit:ved it to be the peioaa^ iMP^ 
writing. ^ 
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*^« To Citizen Adams, Secretary to the Sdciety fof Conftitu- 
** tional Infonnation. 

«• Jfrilthf lo//>, 1794. 

•* I am ordered by the Committee of Delegates of the London 
•* Correfporiding Society to inform the Society forConftitutional 
•• Information, that they approve of the rcfoluiions of the Com- 
** mittec of Conference, 

** Therefore the London Corrcfponding Society have choft n 
** (five perfons) to put in praftice immediately the: fccond unci 
•* third refplutions of the Committee, 

Mr. Bower. My Lord, we tead thefe two papers for the 
fake of bringing thefe parties together ; now I ihall produce the 
inpers found in the prifoner*s cuftody. 

Afr. yoiu GumclK I found this paper in the prifoner's lioufc. 

jUtxandcr Grant faid he believed it to. be the prifo»er*s baud- 
ivriting. 

I77>f paper rea<i,'] 

" A parliamentary reform is that which of all other things, in 
** our opinion, dcfcrvcs the attention of the public. Wc are 
•• moro and more convinced, by every day's experience, that the 
** reftoring the right of voting univerfally to every man, not in- 
** capacitated by nature, for want of rcafon, or by law for the 
•* commiffion of crimes (together with annual eleftidns) is the 
*• only reform that can be effeiSlual and permanent. As Provl- 
♦* dence has kindly furnlihed rhen in every ftation with faculties 
*• Ilec^(&ry forjudging of what coticrrrts themfclves, it is fome- 
•* what ftrange that the multitucfe fhould fuflfer a few, with no 
•« better hrtellefts than their own, to usurp the important powef 
*• of governing them wlthont controul. 

•♦ It has been a long nnd very j\ift complaint, that a very great 
•* majority of the people of this country are not reprefented irt 
••Parliament; that the majority of the reprefcntatives of the 
•• whole nation are chofen by a numlHjr of voters not exceeding 
«« hv^he ihoftJand. Many large and populous to\vtis have not a 
** fingle vote for a reprefcntativc, fuch as Birmingham, contain^ 
•* lAg about 40,000 inhabitaiTts, Mancheftcr above 30,000, 
•• Leeds alioiveao,O0Oi befules Sheffield, Bradford, AVolverhamp- 
•* ton, Halkfax, &c, &x. 

' P 5 " Let 



( 202 ) 

« Let us Icok at the metropolis, and fee what a great majority 
** of tjie inhabitants have not a fmgk vote. Thofc Gi6h arc folid 
** evidences, therefore need no comment. The views and inten- 
** tions of this Society are to colledi the opinion and know the 
" determination (as far as poffible) of the unreprefentcd of the 
•* people. They certainly are the perfbns moft aggrieved, and • 
** have the greateft right to come forward like men, and fay— 
•* Give us our Rights ; and, if they are united and firm, 
" where or who are they that dare oppofc them in their detcr- 
** minations ? 

•« From thefe confiderations we have come to the fbUowing 
** RESOLUTIONS: 

" I. That a Society be inftitu ted under the title of the Cor- 
** refponding Society, for reftoring the right of the unrcprcfcnted 
** people of Great Britain. 

" 2. That each member fliall pay at leaft one penny per week 

** towards the expence of the Society. 

•* 3. That as foon as twenty members (hall be aflbciated, 
*' a general meeting (hall be called, at which the laws and r^- 
** lations neceffary for the good government of the Society fliall 
** be eftablifhed, and fuch officers appointed as may be thought 
•' neceffary. — [Tiis Refolutlon wasjlruck out.] 

** 4. That a committee be appointed to correfpond with any 
** and every Society that may be formed in Great Britain, with a 
*' view of promoting the objects of this Society. 

** 5. That no perfon fhall be propofed to be a member of this 
•* Society (after the firft general meeting) unlcfs he be recom- 
♦* mended by one member, and the propofal feconded by ano- 
*' ther. — [This Refolutlon wasjlruck out,] 

** 6. That each member's name and place of abode be entered 
<* regularly in a book kept for that purpofe. 

'* 7. That all proceedings of the Society and its committee be 
*« fairly tranfcribed into proper books for that pqrpofe, by the 
*' Secretary, from the rough minute^, againft the next qieetingof 
•' the Society and Committee. 

*' 8. That no one be admitted a member ui^der the age of 
*^ twenty-one years, nor any vvhp has not refided in Great Bri- 
*' tain for one year," 
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Mr, SheHon. This follows in another hand. 

*« The Society divided into dozens, not to exceed twenty. 

** New niembcrs to be admitted in each divifion of the Society by 

. •* a majority. When fcven members are prcfent, the delegate 

'* and chairman of the divifion to be neceflarily one of the eiec- 

•*tors." 

Mr* Edward Lauzun. {Sworn,) 
Examined by Mr, Garrotv. 

^ You are a King's meffenger? 

ji. One of his Majefty's extraordinary meflengers. 

^ Did you go to the houfe of the prifoner ? 

u/. Yes. ' 

^ When? 1 

' j/. On the I2th of May. 

^ Did you feize any papers ? 

ji. Yes ; a vaft quantity of papers. I marked every one <5f 
the papers. .:.:...• 

^ Look at that letter ; did you find that in the houfe of the 
prifpner? 

'^. Idrd. • >. 

Alexander Grant faid he believed it to be the prifoaer'^ hand* 
writing. 

Copy of a Letter to Mr. Buchanan, at Edinburgh. 

" Sir, 

. •* I am dirc(£led by the London Correfponding Society to fend 

•* a few copies of their addrefs and refolutions to the Society for 

. *• a Reform of Parliamentary Rcprcfentation at Edinburgh ; likcr 

** wife I have to inform you of their wifti to enter into qorrcr 

'^^ fpondence, andbe in clofe connexion with your Society : as our 

•* caufe is one, our fentiments ought to be known to each other, 

** and aft with one heart in a matter of fi^ch vaft importance, 

*« We began this Sodety laft January ; s^nd, fince we publiflied 

** our declaration and refolutions, we have Jncreafed fo rapidly in 

'** number and refpeftability, th?it we were under the neceffity 

** of dividing into different companies to meet at feparate houfes, 

** and each divifion fends a delegate to meet as a.Committee, to 

*♦• tranfe^ tKe Wfibcft of the whole Society. ^ Thcindorfcd papers 

P 4 •^wiU 
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^ will inibrm youi^|K)refi]Uy of ;the*pFmciiib6 wc t^mit opon. B§ 
^^ fp^Dod as to ddiver them to the Prelident of Seqnetajy ofyoor 
*' jS9ci.cty. As I know you to he a ^eod of freedom, yon will 
^^ jeodeatvour'toproimote a.viQion betweeathetwo SocietieB; foTi 
^^ (by uniting together, vfc ihall becorpe ftrpnger, 9^4 ;i tbree- 
♦* fold cord is not eafily broken. 

^^ J^un, >Sirp with great fcfyetRj \ 
.♦♦ Yourmoft humble Secvant, 

** Thomas HaRjDY, Secretary, 
** Jugujl th ftofb^ 179^-" 

/^^ Lauzun, This is one of the papers I feized at thc-pri- 
foner's. ^ 

jllexander Grant faid he believed ic to be the pri&ner -s han4* 
writing, 

*' Mr. Samuel Jackfon, Secretary, to the JVJanchefter Cciefiit 
^* tfttional Society, 
'' Sir, ^ . ^ 

^* The London Correfponding Society has this day dh'eAed ine 
^* to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 14th of May, 
** and to return their thanks to the Manchefter ConfHtutiontl 
♦* Society, for the readioefe they exprefs to enter into ^ corre- 
** fpondence with us, as alfo for the book of rules, &c. that ac- 
*^ companied your letter. We fliould not fo long !jave delayed 
f* profiting by their condefcenfion, had any thing worthy 
^* communication occurred ; the firft flender opportunity that 
f * offers we eagerly feize, and beg your acceptance of the en- 
** clofed dozen copies of an addrefs to the public, which we hope 
^* will meet your approbatioi). 

** J have the pleafure of informing you that pur Society ii^- 
?* ^reafes daily, and that the people in general begin to divcft 
*• themfelves of their deep-rooted prejudices, the public qiind at- 
** tends moie calmly and attentively «ovy than fprmerly to prq- 
'* pofals for ^ parliamentary reform ; ft^oil meq fee the oeceflity 
f<pf}r, Jjjit, v^fortjup^tely, many are yet over-cautiQus io ei\- 
'' f^VW ^^^^ S^^^W^ fiw^u-^ it ; ^|QVf«y9r, J .Wifive I nuy 
. -. •• .1 ^* yeptufo 



** public gopjl. . i. . r , , • • ^ 

** I-W, with great refped, 

"Ygyur very humUe. Servant,. 

" Tho»|a4 Habjoy, Scowtary. 

*^ September 4y ij^^.^ ' ' . ;» 

Indorfed ** copy of alctter to Manchefter, Sept. 4, 15192." 

Mr. Lmtzm. Tim is brie'irf the paperis T fonnd in the houfe 

bftheprifoner. - ' * 

. • . ■• . ' > 

Ahxarider Grant laid Jbc Wieved it to be tbe pnibner V Hahdr 
writing. 

- •• ' \;The lettrr read;^ 

Indorfed " Copy of a Letter to Mr. FayeH, Cbaiximui gf the 
** Borough Society, Auguft 23,. 17.92." 

>^ Mr,. Faonell, Oiakmao to the Borough Sodety of H^ FriopKk 
^^ df the PoopJc* ' .' '■' 

*«&R, ....■.;• 

** The London Correfporrding Society herewith tratifmiti to 
<'^ tfee "Society of *hc Friettds -of the Pcjople, 50 csopies^f an'ad- 
<< Attk ^ <be i«habicam€ d£ Great J^itaia on 4he fil)j«6l <if U 
*< parliamentary reform, 

" W.e were in hopes that, asborti bur Societies profefs to have 
"the fame objeifil in view, the delegates of the Friends of the 
** People' would, by vifiting our Comnyttee, as agreed upon in 
*^ our lad vifit to them, have kept up an iuiv^ntageous iatc^* 
*' courfc of the two Societies, and^ ftrengthened the common 
** caulcby ^ clofer union, and freer communication of our mutual 
'* endeavours. We are, however, inclined to hope their abfence 
** has not proceeded from any relaxation of Tieal towards the pub- 
** lie good, nor of diminution of fricndfhlptowafds a Society in 
"f* whofe name we have tkc fleafure of fubfcribing ourfelves, 

«< Pear Sir, your finorre friends and weU-wiifacft»^ 
, V M*;. MahohIlot, ChiinAan. 
*« T. Hardy, Secretwy, * 
*♦ No, Qb ?ica*«y» 
^ Jum/i2^ l^f^t^^ : . .. .^ • 
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•• ? Aiatander Grant (hewn another paper, (aid he believed it to be 
the hand-writing of the prifoner, 23d Auguft, X792« 
Copy of a Letter to Major Cartwright j Chairman of the Loa- 

don Gonftittitional Society; Auguft 23, 1792. 
* ^* Major Cartwright, Chairman of this London Conftitutional 
** Society. 

"Sir, 
- ** In hopes that our zeal for the advancement c£ the catak of 
*' freedom will, with the public, in fome meafurc counter* 
** balance the want of merit in the inclofed produ^on, the Lon- 
** don Corrclponding Society takes the liberty of tranfmitting to 
** the Society for Conftttutional Information a few copies of an 
'^ addrefs to the inhabitants of Great Britain, on the fubjeft of 1 
** parliamentary reform. 

** If it is found to contain nothing repugnant to found rcafoaor 
;^^j.uftice9 if it, may any ways tend to accelerate a radical iicfiirmt 
'^ and if it is fo fortunate as to meet the* approbation of the Lon* 
<< don Conftitutional Society, our honeft, though feeble, endea- 
/f vours, we {hall deem amply rewarded. 

** With great refpeft and efteem, we have the honour to be, 
** for the Committee of the Lcuidon Correfponding Society, 
" Sir, 
**^ Your very humble Servants, 

" M". Margarot, Chairman. 
♦* Tho. Hardy, Secretary. 
•' No. 9, Piccadilly, 
«« Tliurfday, z^i Aug. 1792." 

. Indorfed ** copy of a letter to Major Cartwright, Chairman of 
•* the London Conftitutional Society." 

Jifr, Bower. We will now read the addrefs. 
; Lauzun. 1 found this paper in the prifoner's houfc. 

[// is read,] 
«* The Xxmdon Correfponding Society's Addrefe and Rcfolutions 
' **of the 24tb of May, 1792; reprinted and diftributed 
*' gratis. 

** AfTured that man, individual man, may juftly daim liberty 
^' as his birthright, we naturally conclude that, as a inember of 
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•* fociety. It becomes bis indifpcnfable duty to prefdre' inviolate 
** that liberty for the benefit of his fellow-citizcas, and of his 
** and their pofterity. * 

*' For, as in aflbciating, he gave up certain of his rights, in 
** order tofecure the poffef&on of the remainder, and voluntarily 
** yielded up only as much as was neceilary for the general 
** good — fo he may not barter away the liberties of his pofterity, 
** nor defert the common caufe by tamely and fupinely fuffering 
** to be purloined from the people of whom he makes a part, 
** riicir natural and unalienable rights of resistance to op- 
** PRESsioN, and of sharing in the government of their 
** country ; without the full and uninternipted exercife of 
^^ which RIGHTS, no man can with truth call hunfelf or his 
** conntrytiree. 

*> Yet of late, the very men who have dared to opprefi the 
** aation, have alfo dared to advance, that all re/tftance to their 
•* opfrejjion is illegal \ while, en the other hand, fraud or force, 
^^ £in£Uoned by cuftogi and blind fubmiffion, has withdrawn, 
** and now witliholds, from a very great majority of the tax- 
** paying, induftrious and ufeful inhabitants of Great Britain, 
•* tjfe RIGHT of fharing in the government of their own com- 
** monwealth, and in the management oiiheir own interefts. 

** The/^w who are now permitted to clefl: reprefentatives, 
** and thofe who are chofen by tliis Jmall number of eleHors^ dif- 
*' grace the country at large, by buying ^vA felling votes, by cor^ 
•* rupting and being corrupted — the former by their behaviour at 
•* eledtions, and the latter by their conduft in the fenate — more 
** than fufficient to prove, that the nation is unrepre- 
** SENTED, and that the i'resent system is totally uncon- 
•* stitutional — if by the word conftitution, anything ismeant, 

** Roufed at laft from their torpor, and eager to remedy tha 
** evil, — various, numerous, and refpe6lable focieties have beea 
** formed by the people, in different parts of the kingdom, 
^^ feveral have alfo arifen in the metropolis; and among them the 
** London Correfponding Society y with modefty, but with firm- 
** nefs, claim the attention of their country to the following 
** rcfolutipns; 

••Rcfolvcd, 



"Rcfolnd, . • ' • 

. -« I. That'«v«ry ifWlivMtial has ft right to (hafft in the gcr?fcni.' 
" mcnt of that focicty of which he is a mfcmber— unlcfe ina- 
^ paotatfii 

" II. That iiotfiing hm non-age/ privatiofl of reafoh, or an 
«* ofieace agaittft the general laws of fociety, Can incapacitate 
♦*him. 

* " in. That it is no lefs the right than the duty of every 
** citizen to keep a watchful eye on the government of his coan-t 
** try, that the laws by being multiplied do not degenerate into 
** opprejfion ; and that thofc who are entrufted with the gQvenh 
** ment, do not fubftitute^r/W/^ inter eft for public advantage* . 

** iV. That the people of Great Britain are not effhehmOf 
** reprefentcd irv parliament. ' 

*< y. That, in confequence of a ^r/ia/, unequal^ and tbeie- 
^^ fore inadequate reprefentation^ together with the corrupt method 
" in which reprefentatives are eieded; opprejjive tateesy ttnjujl 
f* lawsy rejiridions of liberty^ and waging of the public nion^^ haV6 
*' enfued. 

" VI. That the only remedy to thofe evils, is a fair, e^al, 
** and impartial reprefentation of the people in parliament. 

** VII. That a fair, equal, and impartial reprefentation can 
^* never take place until all partial privileges are aboliihed. 

" VIII. That this Society do exprefs their abhorrence of fUr 

** rtoult and violence— aiming at reform, not anarchy — reafon, 

*• firmnefs, and unanimity, are the only arms they themfdves 

" will employ, or perfuade their fellow- citizens, to exerti 

** againft abuse of power. , 

" Signed by order of the Committee, 

T. Hardy, Secretary* 
«* Jpfilidy 1792." 

•« The London Correfponding Society to the Nation at large. 

" Whereas it is notorious, that very numerous burthenibrot 
^ and unnecefiary taxes are laid on the perfons and families of w 
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^ smd others, the lilikiftttous inhabitants of Great Britain, an 
*' exceedii^ly gDeat majority of whom arc, notwithftaading, ex- 
5* eluded from aE reprefentation in parliament. 

♦* And as upon inquiry into the caufe of this grievance, which 
1* is at once an ob(h:udion to our ;induftry, and diminution of 
** our property, we find that the conftitution of our country 
.*^ (which was purchased for u^ at the expence of the^liTcsof our 
** anceftors) has, hy the violence and intrigue of cricnioal and de^ 
♦* ligning men, being injuced.and undermined in it$ moft eOJbn- 
*'• tial and important parts : but particularly in the houfe qf 
*^ commons, where the whole of the fuppofed reprefentatioi]L of 
** the people is neither more nor lefs than an ufurped power. 
♦* arifing either from abufes in the mode of eledtion and duration 
** of pariiaments, or from a corrupt property in certain decayed 
■♦' corporations^ by means of whicli the libenies of this nation 
" arc bafely bartered away for the* private profit of memben of 
** parliament. 

^' And as it fi^ther appears to us^ that until this iburce<^ 
** corruption fliall be cleanfed by the information, perfcvcrancc, 
** firranefs, and unloa of the people at large, we are robbed c^ 
** the inheritance fo acquired for us by our forefathers; and that 
** our taxes, inftead of being leffencd, will go on increaCng : 
*' inafmuch as they will furniih more bribes, places, and pea - 
'* fions to our minifter and members of parliament. 

V It being refolved by hs, the. members of this fociety, t^ 
** unite ourfelves into one. firm and permanent body, for thp 
** purpofe of informing ourfelves and others of the exaft ftatp 
" of the prefent parliamentary reprefentation — for obtaining a 
•* peaceful but adequate remedy to this intolerable grievanc«-r 
*' and for correfponding ^nd co-operatii>g wi.th other focictics 
** united for the fame objefts, The following regulations for 
"the internal di der and government of our fociety, have been 
^' unanimoufly adopted: 

. " Firft. Th^t every perfon, before, he is admitted,, fhall b^ 
" prppofed by two membcics, and fhall anfwar in the affirmative 
** to the three following queftions, viz." 
, .^- . *%Qucftiott 
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. ** Qtteftion I. Are you convinced that the parliameniary repre* 
^^fentatioK of this country Js at prefent inadequate and imperfe£if 

" Q:, 11. Are you thoroughly perfuaded that the welfare iff theji 
** kingdoms requires that every per/on of adult years^ in pojjiffim 9f 
^* his reafon^ and not incapacitated by crimes^ Jhould have a V9Uf$t 
•* a member ofparUament ? 

** Q. III. Pflll you endeavour^ by all juftijiahle means^ to pro* 
•* motefuch reformation in parliament f 

** Secondly. That the whole body fhall go under one com- 
'* mon name of the London Correfponding Society^ united for the 
■** reform of parliamentary reprefentation. 

** Thirdly. That for the more cafy and orderly proceeding of 
•* the Society, it be feparated into as many divifions as there (hall 
*• be thirty members to make up the number requifite for fuch 
*' divifion. And that no divilion fhall divide again, till it 
** amount to double fuch number of members ; at which time* 
*' notice fhall be given to the committee of delegates hereafter 
** mentioned, by the then delegates of fuch drvifion. 

" Fourthly. That each divifion fhall meet weekly, on any 
" evening (Thurfday excepted) at fome houfe to be chofen by 
** themfelves, and appoint a chairman for the good order thereof^ 
•* and alfo fhall name a delegate as hereafter mentioned. 

*' Fifthly. That each member fhall pay to the fccretary of 
" his divifion one penny per week, or one fhllling and a penny 
•* per quarter ; which fhall be credited to the account of fuch 
« member in a book to be kept for that purppfe. That all 
«* money fo paid fhall be tranfmitted monthly, by the delegate of 
" fuch divifion, to the treafurer, who is to account with the 
** body of delegates for the fame, on the four ufual quarter-days. 

*' Sixthly. That the fums fo paid to the faid treafurer fl^Il 
•' form one common flock, to be applied by the faid delegates 
*' in the poflage of letters, in flationary, and in printing fuch 
** matters as may be good for the information of the fociety. 
'** But that before any expence whatever fhall be incurred, the 
"** faid delegates jQxall enquire of the treafurer what balance he hafr 
** in hand. 

8 . "Scvcntbl/. 
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^ 111 orfer to vote for the reprefentati vc of his corakf. Slit faifl 
^ ftatutc of that king, paffcd in the year I429, under pret^ 
^ of preventing; difputcs at elcdions, moft unjitftly deprived a 
«' great part of the commons of this natibn of Ac right of cooi 
*(enting to thofe taxes which, notwtthflaiiding, they were 
^ compelled to pajr^ Juft as if foch right had ifot be(ni takbirfi^ 
*' them. 

' «< Tiil tie reign of Qpeeit Ame, it Was not ncccflary ftr the 
f« inhabitant of tf coviitf to have 600I. a year j freehoH or copy- 
<^hoideftat^ m order to his beitog defied the reprefentattveof 
^^ bis county. Bm, the ftacute of that queen^ palled in die year 
^ ijiOy under pretence of the freedom of parliament^ e«eittded 
^'aU perfons not poflefled of fuch a property from diir repnefen^ 
^ tation, whatever be their pyinoiples^ their abiKtieS) orlheV 
f* integrity. 

** Till the reign of WiHiam III. parliaments were of right tq 
<* be called once a year^ or ofteser if need be. But the ftitute 
•^ of that king, i)aficd in the year 1694, under pretence of call- 
«^ ing them mere frequenity) ekr^ed, that they fliouid be Ixriden 
*' once in three years at the leaft. 

* ^ Tin the retga of George I. parliaments were therefore of 
^ three years duration. B^ac the ftatute of that king, paflM in 
" the year X7iS> under pretence of a- * rcfHefs fedion' then ex* 
<' ifti^g ia die* nation^, ufurped a power of enabling, that < par- 
" liamcnt Should re(pe£Uvely hayecontinuance for feven years.* 

1^ As. for the. fuppofed reprefentatbn of the peoplcy whkh is 
^ called the ^ Commons of England in Parliament aflfemblcdi' 

^ The county of Cornwall contains in itfelf alone the priyi-* 
^ lege of fending firty-four members to pariiament, which is 
^ juft one kfs in number than thofe of the whole kingdom of 
^ Scotland, containing upwards of three millions of peofde. 

** Of thefe forty'f (Mir (uppofed reprefentati vcs, two are defied 
<^ by the freeholders of the county : the reft fit for twen^^ne 
^ corporation towns s of which , 
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I^ancefton Bms mlj lo and is the proferty of Lord Elliot i 

Lc&eard ..«.^-....... 9 Ditto- ., 

idhritkici .... 7 .; { ^\^^^ Northttinber. . 

Tniro — ..; 13 ....LordFalmoutH 

Bodmjm — 18 ^-Sir Francis Baflet 

Hdfton - .— ...^ 3 D. of Leeds^ &c. 

Saltafli — -... 16 Sir Francis Baffet 

EaftLoe .............. 20 ^ * " 

WcllLoe 20 I " Ju<ig*BulIer 

^rampound.^...*-.*... 30 '.."—.a.- Lord Somers, kc. 

Canclford .~^.-*... 6 —^•..-^ ^....^-.Lofd-Camelford 

Penriyn 50 Sir Francis Baffet ' 

Tregony - — 50 ^ Lord Hertford * 

BoiEa/ — -.-..-.20*. Lord Bute 

St. Ives 60 Mr. Praed 

Fowcf ...--.- 26 Prince of Walc«, &c». 

St. Geimaiiu . 6 • ^ Lord Elliot 

St.Midiael 14 - .-.....- jD.^of^Northumfaer. 

Newport •...•••^..••... 30 r.......v *...,^ Lord Lovaine 

St. Mawes ............ 15 .....M^ of Buckingham 

CaUiagton ..*• 30 .*• Lord FalinoutJ^ 

£iedlors 45 3^ Members 43. 

•* To thefc WB might add, of th€ feme defcription, a8 cor- 
^ porations, confiftlng of 354 eleftors, which fend 56 members 
^ to thflt houfe of cx)mmons, which is fo frequently and fa 

• faUely called the democracy of the nation ; while the towns 

• of Sheffield,' Manchefter, Birmingham, Leeds, Wolver- 
^ hamptoD, &c. cdntaining above diree hundred thoufend people^ 

• have no cleftors or reprefentatives whatever. 

** Upon the indole it appears, that 257 fuppofed reprefentatives 
•^ of the people, making a majority of the houfe of commons, 
*' are returned by a number of voters, not exceeding the thou- 
^ fiuidth part of the nation. 

• ^ .But as PrpYidence has kindly fumifhed men, in every ftation, 
** widi feculties necefiary for judging of what concerns tijemfel ves, 
^ iha}I we, the multitude, fufifer a few, with no better right than 
^ WrlHvts, to tiftirp the po^wer of governing us without cw 
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*^ Surely not ! — ^Let us rather urutc in one A)inmon caufe, t$ 
" caft away our bondage ; being aflured, that in To doing, iw 
'' are protefted by a jury of our countrymen, while we arc 4t 
"charging a duty to ourfelvcs, to our country, and to man- 
** kind. 

" Ordered, That the Secretary of the fo^icty, do. ttanfinit 
^' copies of the above to all the focieties in the nation,, engaged 
« in the fame caufe. 

^ London^ May 24, 1792." 

*^ Addrefi from the London Correfponding Society^ to the Inho" 
" titants of Great-Britain^ on the fubjeif of a Parliamentarj 
" Reform. 

** Fellow-Citizens, 

*' Of every rank and of every fituation in life, rich, poor, 
** high or low; we addrefs you all as our brethren, on a fubjeft 
^ of the higheft importance, and moft intimately connected with 
** the welfere of every individual who deems Liberty a bleffing, 
" whb partakes in the profpcrity of his country, and who wiOdes 
" to tranfmit as much of either as he poi&bly can, to pofteri^. 

*' Uninfluenced by party pique or felfifli motives — no ways 
" afFrigbtcd at the frowns of power— not in the leaft awed by 
" the evidently hoftile preparations of a much alarmed Arifto- 
" cracy, we, the London Correfponding Society^ unitbd with a 
« view of obtaining a Thorough Parliamentary Reform, 
** anxioufly demand your ferious and moft coUefted attention to 
" the prefent vitiated ftate of the Britifh Government, wc 
^ entreat you to examine coolly and impartially the numerous 
" abufes that prevail therein, their deftru£Uvc confequenccs on 
** the poor, and their evil tendency on all ; as alfo the rapidity widi 
*^ which thefe abufes encreafe both in number and magnitude. 

" We next fubmit to your examination an cfFeftual mode of 
" putting a flop to them, and of thereby reftoring to our no lefs 
" boafted than impaired Conftitution, its priftine Tigour aii4 
«* purity ; and we thereunto warmly folicit the junSion of.your 
" efforts with ours. 

" This great end however wc believe attainable, ibldyi. bf 
^ the whole nation deeply imprefied with a ienfe of iu. wrongs 

5 <« uniting 
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P^ uniting, and sis it were with one voice demanding of thbfe to 
'^ whom for- a while it has entrufted its Sovereignty, a reftofation 

^ of, ANNUALLY ELECTED PARLIAMENTS, UNBIASSED AND 

^ UNBOUGMT Elections, and an equal Representation 
" OF the Whole Body of the People. 

*' Leaving to the enemies of Freedom, all violent, tumultuous, 
" and unconftitutional proceedings, we invite you to peaceful,' 
« well-regulated, and neighbourly meetings, wherein induftrious 
^ worthy Citizens may as honeft men, as good patriots, in a 
* reafonable and feoftble manner, laying afid^ prejudice, ferioufly 
^ and earneftly take into confidenition their rights, and the wel- 
^ fere of thc^prefent and fucceeding generations. 

" As men can never barter away the rights of their pofterity— ' 
^ as. encroachments on Liberty or Property .ceafe not to be 
" grievances from their being cuftomary and of long-ftanding— 
^ and as ^ grievance is not the lefs felt for being denied by thofe 

^ who caufe it — feeling grievances enormous, feeing our 

^ I«iberti^s encroached upon and endeavoured to be entirely pur- 
^ loined l^om us-— as alfo that our plaints are derided by Go- 
•* vernment, and ourfelves unlawfully menaced by thofe in power, 
^ we call upon you all, Britons, to remember your privileges as 
^ fuch, and to aflert your rights as men — to pay all proper regard 
^ to your native freedom j and to confider that, being the pro- 
S^ perty of no man, nor of any fet of men, it is highly difgraceful 
SF for you to fufFer yourfelves any longer to be thus enflaved and 
^ difpofed of as cattle in a fair, as irrational beafts in a market, 
<« to the higheft bidder. 

- ** Laying afide all pretenfions to originality, we claim no other 
« merit than that of rcconfidering and verifying what has already 
«* been urged in our common caufe by the Duke of Richmond, 
** Mr. Pitt, and their then Honeft Party, years back, now differing 
^ £rofti thcnn, we fupport with candour and zeal (thereby proving 
^ ourlelves no courtiers) the banner of truth already difplayed 
¥ againft die opprefibrs of mankind, and we take a pride in ac- 
« knowledging ourfelves. a part oY that ufeful clafs of citizens 
^ which placemen (penfioned with the extorted produce of our 
1( daily labour) and proud nobility v)tilIowing in riches, (acquired* 
^ibmebow) affect, to treat- with a gontompt; too degrading for 
^*- .. • *Q,^ ** humaa 
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<( htmuut mature t0 tear, unlefi retonciled to It by' the rede^off^ 
^ ^at, Aough their inferiors in rank and fortune, we equal Aen 
tt in talents^ and exc^l them in honefty* 

^ Scilli friends- and fellow citixonsy pofle&d of feula ftr fu-' 
^ perior to the evil fpirit inSuencing thefe opftcSorSy ibefe de^ 
<^ balers of fnanlpnd i infte^d of hating» we contemn thcmi and 
^ our motive is not vcngeiuice, but redref9# 

<< A Conftitution we are faid to poflfefs, we are willing to be« 
« lieve it«— if good, it allows redrefs to a complaining people^^if 
^ e;icceUent, as many aiTert, it muft naturally point out the means 
^ dsereof. Let it tiiercfore be publicly and carefiiUy examined-^— 
^ if it is really what it ought to be, it cannot be too wdl knowni 
V if i&ultyf It caiuiot be too foon amended} nor can that be done 
^ by a more i^ompetent judge than the thus coUeded fenie of Ar 
** whole nationr 

tt It is the right of every individual to be well acquainted vidf 
^ the laws that bind him ! But how is the pea&nt, the mcdanicy 
^^ the manu£i£lurer^ to obtain tbtt nocefTary knowledge ; hn timr 
^ fully emplc^ed in labouring hard to provide a fcanty medl fcr 
*^ his family, and in earning' wherewith to iatisfy Ae frequent 
^ and peremptory demai>ds of furly tax-gatfaexerSy he has no 
^ leifure for fuCh intricate political refearches ; and even was he^ 
^< by ftcallng that leifure from his labour or his fleep^ to acqttie 
<* the defired infight — ftill with fpirits depreffcd by his iLifieriDg, 
^ with fears cocreafcd by the clamorous threats of the penfioned 
<( all-devouring locuils in office, the fore oppreffed fubje& fedf 
^^ the remedy to be far out of his reach, and dreads the confequcnct 
<^ df being even (Uppofed tQ know how greatly he is wronged^*r« 
<* Such being the forlorn fituatipn of tJuiee fourths of the natidM^ 
^ how are Britons to obtain infcnmation and redrefe i Will dit 
^ court, will miniftry, afford either ? Will parliament gnot 
^ them ^ Will the nobles or the clergy cafe the people's fufier^ 
^ ing ? No. Experience tells us, and proclamations oonfirm ii^ 
*^ that the interefl; and the inteiitioji of power are combinpd tt^ 
^ keep the nation in torpid ig|K)ran(*e ^ 

^ The only refburce then^ jfriends and fellow dlizesis, will Im 
^ found in thofe focieties which, inftituted with al view M tto 
"^ public goQd, j;f(xnote a. general inftcuiSiQit of our xigfiAMf 

^me% 



^ mei^ expftfe the ibuies df^hoTe in powtr, ihdi point oat fhe 
^ only conftitiMtipiW, the only cSe&ml meaoa ^ fbrwandiiagf 
^a public iaveftlgationy gnd dHainiag a complete jredrtaTs.fiir 
^ a people in wboie credulous, good oature originated dieir pre- 
^ ien^ diBkukies, 

. ^ We will not hart your feefings by a nanute detail of our 
^ common grierances ; you cannot be ignorant, fiiends and (d^ 
^ lowikScrers how generally, power, place, penlioi^ and tide^ 
*' are die rewards of men whofe fervices to the court have been rf 
^ the greateft prejudice to the country* You painfully fed the 
* confequences i encreafod. taxes, a great part of which ar« cool: 
*f* vilely fquandered ; a heavy national debt, begun with a ^iiga 
^ of forming a powerful and monied court-party i continued wislk 
^ oearly the iame view, unto its prefent enormous bulk, and fmsa 
^ its commencement militating againft our liberties I Toovifibb 
^ are the numerous encroachments on our rights, too conmoii 
^ the iniblence of office, the venality of magiftracy, the perveriiaa 
^ of die laws,, the letting loofe the military on every occafion, anl 
^.tbofe occafions eagerly fought. . The fubjeds* con^plaints de« 
^ jided-«die one . part of the nation turned into fpies and in» 
^ formerst againft the other— the— but wherefore more? h hece 
^ iK)t enough to prove beyond a doubt, that while we boail die 
^ beft conftitution, the mildeft laws, the freeft government, we' 
^areia&i^ilavesl 

. ^ Yet, fidlow cittsens 1 numerous, as are oar grievances, aal 
^ dofe.iivetted as w^ghty to die fhaokles on our freedom i re-' 
^ £>nA one alone, and the others will all difappear. If we once 
^ regain an annually eleded parliament, and that parliament to 
^ be fairly cho&n by all, the people will ,;^igain {hare in the 
^ governmait of their country, and their then unbought, unbiased' 
^ fiiffirages . muft undoubtedly feled a majority of honeft mem- 
^.bex?, while the very few unfound ones, that may accidentaaBy 
^ obtain feais, will, from the conEderation of their annual 4e« 
^ })rn4anceQn the people, think it highly adviiable to coptinae.the 
^ diiguife that procured diem their elecSdon^ and at leaft wear' 
^ datf naik of honefty— a mafk neither at all dmea neceflaiy, noT 
^at aB limca woaa^ in H fqptcmialp ar li am cql. . 
► . . •Let 



t •"« ) 

* Let no man imagine himfelf unconcerned in die propofed tfi 

* tonik— Let no one think fo meanly of his fituatton or abilities 
^ as to lup|)ofe his coming Jiorward will be of no ibrvke to dkr 
^ cauic ot liberty I Numbers union and perfeverance muft in 
^ tho end be crowned with fuccefs, while compared with tbe 
^ linoU ctForts of each individual afTociating and thereby countt- 
^ naucing the demand of tlie luition to be reftored to tts oonftitu* 
^ tianal rights ! How great will ai^pear the advantages rcfulttni 
•* ttercfrom !— 

« All H()NES r PARLIAMENT ? 

•* An ANNUAL PARLIAMENT! 

«APAR]-IAMKNT whkrkin EACH INDIVIDUAL 
«\V1LL HAVE HIS REPRESENTATIVE- 

^ Soon then (h^^ld we fee our liberties re(K>red| the prefi fimv 
^ the liwji funpUticd) judges^ unbiaAcd Juries independent^ needkl? 
^ places ;uid pcnlions retrenched, immoderate liiLirict reduced, tke 
^ public better fcrvcd, tuxes dinunilhcd, and the neceilariea of li£r 
** more within the rci&ch of the poor, youth better educated, pri(btt« 
^ Icfs crowded, old age better provided for, and fumptuous ieaftt «r 
^ tlie expcncc of the lUrving poor, lefs frequent. Look not i^mii' 
^ tliis^ dear countrymen^ as an enthufiattic vilion ; but rather kt us 
^ toh^cthcr tike a calm and rearon;d)le review of fuch an honeil par- 
^ liamcat aiTcmblcd^— k't us iuidci curruil their foflion unto even 
*^ th.* Ihort Jui.itii.>a of three months in one your^or lixty-fijur meet* 

* iu^;s for doing the ;umual buiincis of the nation. Still five hun- 

* dicdhoncll men, nu'cting fixty-four times, with both intention 

^atid capacity to fcivc their couiitry^muil do j^^eibittg mull 

** employ tlicir timo tonichow. Conrelled elections, none or verjr 
^^ tcw^ aad foon dctuiulncd i party debates^ ncuic^ the intereft of 
** the people being one; long fpeeches much dimiiiilhed^ honcft 
^ nK*n fccking rcalon not oratory ; no placem<;n in the fenatc,cor« 
^ rupt inrtucnce dies away,Aiid with it all tedious, obi) inate» mi- 
^^ niilcri;d opp^tfitioii to nicifures calculated fiu* the public good: 
^ dcteilmg chicanery, oppreilion and injulHoe of every kind, this 
^ honcU parliament, Hnding that the laws wanted fimplificatioa 
*iuid arrangement, would fctabi>ut it, however dcftru^ve their 
^ Ubom^ mi^ht prove to tlic lordid inttrcil of an ambitious jii4pv 

^aprolti* 



r *a»9 1 

• a proftitutcdcotiridlj a packed jury, or a vile herd rfpettyfoj^ 
•* gers, trading, juftices, baililft^ or runners. 

• ** Finding that a moft extraordiiialry waftc of public money liad 
'< taken place under the different pr^ences of plates, penfioos, 
''. contra£bi armaments, fubfidies, fecret fenrice money, &c. our 
** honeft and annual parliament would, after narrowly Scrutinizing 
" the lame, retrench every fum, nfcedlefsly or wickedly laid out. 

. ** Recalling to their mind that wife and wholefome provifion of 
" the 1 2th of William III. chap. 2. ena£Bng, that All refolutions 
•* taken in the privy council Jhall be Jigned by fuch of the pritif ' 
** council as Jhall advife and confent to the fame. They would call 
*' for an immediate renewal of that long-fufpended law, and by 
** fo doing, all deftru£Uve fecret influence will be rooted up, and 
•* the people could then, at all times, difcover who were their 
■••'Friends, and who their foes- 

** The people's parliament finding, that undet various pre- 
" tences grants of common land had been obtained by fundry per- 
" fons, no waysr to the benefit of the community, but very much 
^ to the diftrefs of the poor, the fame would be foon reftored t3 
" the public, and the robbed peafant again enabled annually to 
** fupply his diftreffed family with an increafed quantity of bread 
** out of the profit arifing from the liberty regained of grazing a 
" cow, two or three fheep, or a brood of geefe thereon. 

" With detcftation would that parliament view any man enjoy- 
" ing the emoluments of fix or feven places, either needlefs and 
•* pverpaid^ as requiring altogether but One officer, or elfe their 
*' feveral duties neglefted, and the public thereby deprived of that 
«* fcrvice for which they pay their money. 
, ** Numerous other reforms would undoubtedly take place, 
" even in the firfl feffion of parliament fo elected, dependent only 
^l on their elcdors the people. Untorn therefore by fafiion, un- 
•* divided by party, uncorrupted by miniftry, and uninfiueiKed. 
•• but by the public good, every tranfaftion would tend to re- 
^ form, and a flridl oeconomy, its natural confequpnce, might 
9 ibon enable us to reduce our taxes > and by the integrity of par- 
^ iiament, that reduction would light upon fuch objeAs as beft 
•* might relieve die poor. This to the people would prove an 
*< advantageous and a nov^I (1^0% and to an honeft parliament 
K iA a tirefinne one. 



« TlKceiare Britons friends, and fi^crW citiseni^ wiA hmt 
•^ ami heart ontte, claim vAm is your right, perfevete and he 
^ free; fbr who fliaU dare to withiSandaur jaft demandB I— Op- 
^ preffion already trembling at die voice of kidividaals, will' 
^ Arink zyufSLj and di&ppear fbr ever, when the nation unimKhall 
^ aflert its privileges^ and demand their reftoratkxru 
•* Signed by order, 

^M. MJRGAROTy Chairmw. 
« T. HARDTy Secretary. 
* Ordered, th^l the fecretaryof this ibciety, do tranfinit copies of 
^ Ae above to all the focieties in the nation^ engaged in tfe 
^ &me cairfe. 

** London, Auguft fi, 1792." 

Mr, Erjkint. Be fo good as to read the quotation from ThoB'* 
loo's poem on liberty. 

// vi-as read. 

*^ Ujibleft by virtue, government a fescue 

^ Becomes, a circling junto of the great, 

•* To rob by law j religion mild, a yoke 

*^ To tame the ftoopiiig Ibul, a trick of ftate 

** To malk their rapine, and to (hare the prey» 

*' Without it, what are fenates, but a fece 

« Of confultation decp^ arwi reafon free, 

*' While the determined voice and heart are fcld ? 

" What boafted freedom, but a foundix^ name? 

" And 'vrfiat eleftion, but a market vile, 

« Of flaves felf-barter'd ? '* 

Mr. Edward Lauxun, I found this paper in Mr. H ar^y't 
hoofe. 

Mr. Bowery ttr Alexander Grant Is that the prifoncr's hand* 
writing ? 

A. \ cannot fay that it is. 

J^ Do you believe it to be his hand-writing ? 

A' It is different from the other tumd-writing, I do not bcKcr^ 
it to be his hand-writing. 

Mr^ Erjkine* I admit it. 

[Itwasnad,} 
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^ Mr. N. Hibberf, Prcfident of the Society of the Friends of 
«« Univerfal Peace, andoftheJtights of Man, at Stockport, 

" Sir, 

•* I am direded by the London Corrf^onding Society^ umtei 

" with a view of obtaining a parliamentary reform^ to inform you, 

^ that they read with great iatis^dion, in the papers of laft 

*^ week, your interefUng account of the inftitution and proceed- 

*' ings of the S§ciety of the Friends of Univerfol Pedceand of the 

^ Rights of Mem^ and feize with joy the firft opportunity of 

^commencing aii acquaintance and correfpondence with men 

^ who ad on a fimilar plan to themielves ; they therefore have 

^ ordered nie to tranlrait to you, fir, as prudent, a few 

^ copies of their addrefles to the nation on that fuiige^ and to 

^ invite you to fimilar communications on your part, alwajrs 

^ remembering that union^ good mrdir^ and numherSy are abfo- 

^ lutely neceflary to our fuccefe. We began to aflbciate laft 

^ January, and fince the late procbmation we 'have increafed 

«* rapidly. 

<< I am. Sir, 

•* Your very humUe fervant. 

^ iMidmj lUh SepUtnber^ I79^*'' 

Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's 

houfe. 

[// was read.] 

« Dear Sir, ' 

" In obedience to the wiihes of the fociety here, I have the 

*' pleafure of acknowledging the honour of your letter $ind the 

^' packet which the kindnefs of our brothers of the London Cor- 

** refponding Society fo opportunely prefented us with. 

** It is doubly deferving our thanks, as it fljews your kindnefs, 
** and as it will be ufeful in the formation of our infant fociety. 
« We ftand much in need of your experience in this particular, 
** and we doubt not of your beft affiftance. We are furrounded 
*' by a majority, a formidable one indeed, in power, abilities, and 
" numbers i but we are not difmayed. 

Ct2 «Wc 
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<^ Wc have carefully perufed the addrcffes, and I am to obferve 
<< on their contents in general, that the fentiments hardly rife to 
** that height which we expert from men fenfible of their full 
*^ claims to abfolute and uncontrolable liberty, i. e. unaccounta- 
^ ble to any power which they have not immediately conftituted 
^* and appointed. 
. •* Thefe are our fentiments whatever may be yours, though in 
^^ the prefent ftate of political knowledge it may be prudent not 
" to avow them openly. We defire your fentiments on the 
V means of accompliflung that objed: which we prefume yoa 
*' have in view in common with us. Wc think it expedient that 
^V we (hould perfe£tiy underftand each other in the beginning, left 
*^ the appearance«of di(union. might furnifli matter of triumph to 
" our enemies." We obferve one expreflion, which fays, * Nu- 
<^ merous other Reforms would undoubtedly take place, &c. itc* 
^^ But we afic how is that Parliament to be chofen ? Can we exped 
«* it from the prefent order of things i Would not all the evil be 
<* done away at once by the people afTembled in Convention ? Does 
^^ it appear probable that the odious laws which we complain of 
" will be aboliflied any other way ? Can the grievances arifing 

*' from ariftocracy be redrefled while the retains its prc- 

" fent authority in the legiflature f Is the univerfal right of 
*' confcience ever to be attained while the B maintain 

** their feat on the ■■>■■. 

«* Your thoughts on thefe important points we moft ear'ncffly 
" defire may be tranfmitted to us as foon as poffible ; not direft- 
" ed as the laft, we fear it will excite fufpicion. DireS to Mr. 
" Jofeph Heamer, Petty Carr, Stockport, who is Chairman oc- 
" cafionally in the abfence of l^. Hibbert, who reCdes too far 
*' from hence to be at hand on emergencies. 

« Your's, &c. 

« P. W. Frost.'* 

Addrefled, Mr. Thomas Hardy, Boot and 

Shoemaker, near Piccadilly. 
Indorfed, Rec. 27th of Sept. 1792. 
Anf. 1 1 til of 0£t» and fcnt a copy of the Addrefs. 
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Mr. Edward LauzuM.^ found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houre. 
[// was nad.} 

^ The Friends of Univerfal Peace and of the Rights of Man 

Society, 

" Mr, Joseph Heamcr. 

*^ Sir, London^ iith OSf. 1792. 

«* With infinite fatisfaSion the London Correfponding SocicJty*s 

** Committee perufed your letter j they are happy to learn your 

^ fteady determination, fpite of all obfhcles, to purfue tha( 

*' fole means of political felicity a perfed Reprefentatioii of the 

« People, 

" With regard to our publications, our fentiments are exprefled 
*^ in as ftrong terms as prudence will permit ; yet plain enough 
" we imagine to convince the public, that while we expe£t every 
^^ thing from an honeft and an annual Parliament, nothing Ihpvt 
^ of fuch a Senate chofen by the whole nation, will fatisfy us. 

^ True generoiity, the charaSeriftic of this nation, and of 
** all unperverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to 
^* countenance, at this juncture, the arduous ^ruggle of the 
^^ French natiop againft defpotifm and ariftocracy, thefe foes to 
^ the human race, we have refolved upon addref&ng the Fj^Cfich 
" Nation^ Convention, ^ 

<< Without entering into the probable eSefis ot fycb a meafurCt 
<< tffc&s which your Society wil) not fail to difcover^ y/fo invite 
^ you to join us, and to that end herewith you have a copy of our 
^ intended addrefs ; if you approve the idea, and will concur in 
^^ fending it, be pleafed to return us, without delay, a copy figned 
« by your prefident and fecretary, or by the .delegates, dating 
^ each for how many perfons he Ggns, we will then aflbciate your 
*^ body with ours, and with fome odiers who have already af- 
•* fented to the mcafure. If, on the contrary, you difapprove that 
« mark of zeal towards the only nation that has hitherto under- 
^ taken to reftore to mankind its juft rights, pleafe to communw 
^^ cate to us your objedions. 

*♦ I am, 5ir, 
•* for the Committee of Delegates, 

* " Your's, &c. 

** M. M. Ch." 

Q.3 ^^- 
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Mr. Bower — ^I will prove part of this letter to be in Mr. Horn 
Tooke's hand- writing. 

Mn triHiam ff^oodfall. (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr, Bower. 

^ Are. you acquainted with Mr. Home Tooke's Iwui- 
writing? 

J. Yes. 

^ Look at that letter, and fee whether there is any part of it 
Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

A. I do not think that part of it is Mr. Tooke's hand-writing, 
but there is an interlineation which I believe to be his bar)d- 
writing. 

^. Have you feen him write ? 

J, I have^ and believe that to be his hand- writing. 

^ Which are the parts ? 

A. The word " things'* over the firft line of all other things put 
with a carets the word ^^ incapacitated*' is mended apparently, the 
word " for," and the word " views," refemble his charader. 

^. Do you believe it to be his ? 

A. I believe it to be his (hara£ter, it is the conclufion of the 
writing. 

Mr. Erjkine — The Jury (hould know this is a paper that has 
been dready read. 

J, It is apparently his, but it was written at a tavern, or in that 
loofe manner which people are apt to write in when not at home 
at their defks ; but I think it is his character. 

Mr. Maclean called again. 

Mr. Law^^VfhtXQ did you find that paper ? 

J. I found it at Mr. Adams's. 

^. To Alexander Grant — Is that fignaturc Mr. Hardy's 
hand^writing ? 

A. That is not the ufual way he figns his names I believe it is 
his writing. 

[It was read.} 

« D.Adams 
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*« D. Adams, Efej. Secretary to the Society for Conftltutional 
Information, 
" Sir, 
*' Your favour of the 3CI inftant, informing us that our pro- 
^' pofal for addref&ng the French National Convention had met 
^ with the approbation of tfa6 Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
*' tlon, we have inclofed you a copy of the addrefs we have drawn 
^^ up, and mean to fend, the Society at large having approved 
« of it. 

^ Not in the leaft prefuming to propofe it for the adoptioi^ of 
" your Society, ourfelves will joyfully throw it afide, and 
M as readily fubfcribe to any produ£Hon of yoifr -s better calcu^' 
^ latcd to anfwer the purpofe, and lefs unworthy being prefented 
*' tofo auguft an afTembly. 

^^ Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain but ho- 
" neft addrefs will be adopted by fome other focicties in concur- 
** fence with our own ; and, refpeding ttie manner cf figning, of 
^ conveying, and of prefentihg it, your better experienced advicd 
** will greatly oblige, 

^* Gentlemen, 

« Yoiir very humble Servartt, for 

" The Committee of the ' 

** London Corrrefponding Society, 
<< MauricbMargahot, Chakman. 
« Thomas Hardy, Sec''," 
" Thurfdaj \Uh OSf. 179a, 
^ D* Adams, Efq. Took*s Court, 
Chancery-lane." 

Mr. Edward Lauzun depofed that he found the following 
letters in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

[They were read.] 

« Sir, 

*' Your favour of the nth inftant, and the addrefs of the Lon- 

** don Correfponding Society, were read at a meeting of the So- 

" ciety for Conftitutional Information heldlaft Friday, and I am 

" deCred to exprefs their thanks to the London Correfponding Sq- 

0^4 "ciety 
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^^ ci^ty for the {aid addrefs, and to afllire them> tl^it they .do bighii 
*' \y approve of the fpirit of the fame. 
*' I have the honour to be, 
."Sir, 
if Your moft obedient Servant, 

i^ p. 49^M8, Sec^ to the Society for Cqqfij- 
^^ tutipnal Informatioo." 
« Took^s Court, " ; 

" Monday y i^th 0£l. 1792. 
5^ Maurice Margarot, Efq. Chairman to 
** the London Correlponding Society." 

f^ Mr. Thomas Walker, PrefuJent of the Manchcftcr 

Conftitutional Society. 
« Sir, 

." Multiplicity of bufinefs prevented ojir Secretary from an- 
*^ f«rering your kind &vour of the 26th ult- . We content our- 
^< felves this day with tranfinitdng to you for the cpnfideration of 
^5 the Manchefter Correfponding Society our intended addreis to 
*^ the FrencKNational Convention ; if your Society approves of it, 
*^ and will join us, the manner in which you will do fo remains with 
*' you ; but we imagine, that the fending us back a copy of the 
*^ addrefs, figned by the Prefident and the Secretary, ftating the 
** nuniber of perfons for whom tbey fign, will be fufficient to 
*^ authorize us to join the name of your refpeftable Society with 
*^ others concurrpg in the fame meafure. We like wife rcqucft 
V your fpeedy anfwer direfted as before to T. H, &c. 

« M. M. Chairman of the C. of D. &c. 

** We mean to concert with the London Conftitutional So- 
^ ciety about the. beft method of conveying and prefenting the 
« Addrefs. 

« OSi. 10, 1792.^? 

« Sir, 

" The London Correfponding Society has received your let- 

« ter of the 6th inftant, direfted to their Secretary. We arc 

^ happy to learn your determination in favour of freedom. Our- 

^ fclyes, to give it all the countenance we can afford, have detff- 

^ mined 
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*^ mined on a friendly ^d(lrefs to the French National Conven- 
" tion. We hope the concurrence 9f many focieties. Annexed 
•* you have a copy of it, and if the different afl&liatcd Societies 
** in your neighbourhood will join us in tranfmitting that mark 
" of our approbation to the French, it will only be neceflary for 
** you with all fpecd to retiirn u% a copy of the addrefs figned by 
** tbe Prefident and Secretary, or by the delegates, ftating the 
." number of perfons for whom they fign. 
"lam^ Sir, 

*' For the Committe£ of the 

*' London Correfponding Society, 

" Youf very hprnble fervent, 
« LonJotty I ith 0£f. 1792. ^* M. JVJ. Ch/' 

^ To the Revolution Society at Norwich.*' 

^ Derby Society for Political Information! 
^«Mn S. Eyre. 

«* Sir, London^ i^thJD^r. 179:^. 

^* With pleafure \yc acknowledge your favour of the 16th in- 
*' flant, and return yoi» our thanks for the papers fent us ; as alfo 
** for thofe from the New Society at Nottingham, to whom we 
** with you would communlcajte this afid the inclofed addrefs, 
** which our Society, joined by fome others, intend to prefent to 
** the French National Affembly j we cordially invite your So- 
** ciety, and that at Nottingham, to concur with us alfo in the 
« Cunc ; which, if you do, we defire you will fend as back a 
<« copy, figned by the Prefident and Secretary of each Society, 
** and, at the fame time, ftate the number of members you re- 
*' lpe£Hvely fign for, as the greater the number^ the greater will the 
^* effea he. 

«' Our hopes are as fanguine as yours, and, perhaps, our num- 
^^ bers increafe as faft : reafon and good order mud make us in- 
ff vincible. I am, Sir, for the London Correfponding Society, 

^* Yours, &c. 

«M. M. Ch, 

^ Pleafe to let us have your decifion as foonas poflible/^ 

« SlR^ 
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Sir, LotulonjOif. l8, 1792. 

«* The London Correfponding Society learn with pleafurc, 
** that the Society for Conftituti«naI Information approve of the 
** fpirit of our addrefs : but, to come back to the point, we ima- 
** gine that as you previoufly had approved the meafure, and that 
•* now you approve the fpirit of the addrefs itfelf, we may with 
*' propriety aflc you, whether you' will concur with us in fending 
<^ that addrefs, or whether yoir will draw up another, better fuited 
^^ to the prefent circumftances, and permit us to join you ia 
*' tranfmitting it to the French National Convention. 

<< D. Adams, Sec. to the Cooftitutional Society/' 



<* Mn Secretary, 

" Sir, Norwich^ Nov. 1 1/^, 1793. 

<( We, the Society for Political; Information, are defirousof 
*' holding, and firenuoufly fupporting the noble fentiments wbick 
<< you fo lately and friendly difperfed among us ; and, as we fb 
^^ much admire your well adapted plan for a reformation in die 
*' ftate, permit us, with the utmoft deference to your worthy 
** Society, to participate with you in all your great national cor- 
<« refpondence, which your very name promifes to maintain ; and, 
" in confequence thereof, it is humbly defired by the Society 
** which I have the happinefs to reprefent, to incorporate three 
" members .with your worthy fraternity ; in doing which, I fliall 
*' here inform you of their names and refidence, which shre as fol- 
" lows : Mr. Ifaac Saint, at the Weaver's Arms, St. Auguftins, 
«' Norwich j Mr. Anthony Caddwould, cordwainer, near die 
*' Globe, ditto ^ George Knapp, near ditto. Our principal de- 
" fign, Sir, in doing this, is, that we may have an opportunity of 
^* knowing more exaftly what may be thought the moft eligible 
*' fteps to be taken in carrying on this great bufinefs of our affo» 
" ciated brethren, and to have an opportunity to afk fuch fort of 
** queftions as may be thought very reafonable among the brc- 
*' thren, efpecially when we thinpk that publications are covered 
** with a fortof obfcurity in its language, as the Sheffield people's 
" declaration, uhich feemed determined to fupport the Duke of 

«* Richmond's 
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** Richmond's plan only ; but fince we find, in a printed letter 

** received firorn them in a book, that they mean to abide by feme 

•' moderate reform, as may hereafter be brought forward by the 

** Friends of the People, which method is uncertain to us. Again 

** we find that the Friends of the People and the Society for 

^ Conftitudonal Information do not exa£lly agree. We could 

** be glad to know the reafon : it feems to me as though the dif- 

^ fercnce was this — the Friends of the People mean only a par- 

** tial reform ; becaufe th^y leave out the words exprcffing the 

^ Duke of Richmond's plan, and talk only of a reform ; while the 

** Manchefter people fcem to intimate, by addreffing Mr. Paine, 

^ as though they were intent upon republican principles only: 

** now, to come clofer to the main queftion, it is only defired to 

^ know whether the generality of the Societies mean to reft fa- 

^tisfied with the Duke of Richmond's plan only; or, 

•'whether it is their private dcfign to rip up Monarchy by the 

* roots, and place Democracy in its ftead. I (hall now, Sir, 

* give you an exaft account of what plan we could wifli 
^ to obtain^ which I have falready moved for at our general 
" meeting, viz. a full and equal reprefentation of the whole 
** body of the people, a general fufFrage of votes, and an- 
** nual parliaments. I remember the Society for Conftitutional 
" Information intimated to us that Mr. Bafliam ufed to write to 

* diem in the name of the Revolution Society ; if you approve 
^ oir that appellation, pray be fo kind as to give us a full and fa- 
« tisfa£ix>ry anfwer. I {hall fay no more 'at prefent, but remain 
" a friend to peace, not to anarchy 5 a well-wiflier to the rights 
^ of man when obtained by confent ; and your moft obedient and 
^ humble fervant, 

« George Knapp, Chairman. 

** Isaac Saint, Secretary. 

« Anth^. Caddewould, Member. 
** P. S. I fihould efteem it a favour to be informed of the town 
" refidence of the Lords Kenyon and Loughborough, for a mat- 
** ter of private concern. 

«« Addrefled to Mr. Thomas Hardy, to be left at the Bell, 
"Exctcr-ftreet, Strand, London." 

5 " Fellow 
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" Fellow Citizens, 
. " Your letter of the nth inftant was, by the Secretary, lai3 
*' before the Committee of Delegates-of the London Conrefpond- 
*' ing Society. 

** Having never before heard of your Society, tfiey wi(h td 
^* have fome further information concerning it, as to its origin, iti 
^* principles, and the number of its members ; fuch an account in 
^* your next letter will give them great latisfaftion. They do 
f* not thoroughly comprehend how it would be poffible to incor* 
^^ porate with our Society three of your members refiding ia 
^' Norwich, inafmuch as it would be impoffible to communicate 
<' to them at that diftance all our correfpondence, and they couM 
^^ not attend our Committees, where the bufmefs is tranfaSed. 
^ If it is information you want, they very readily will anfwer any 
^^ queftion you may put to them ; and, to that end, invite you to 
*^ a regular correfpondence. As to the objed they have in view, 
<^they refer you to their addrefles: you will therein fee they 
*^ mean to difleminate political knowledge, and thereby engaige 
^ the judicious part of the nation to demand a reftoration of their 
** righcs in annual parliaments, the members of thofe parliameitfi 
^' owing their elc£tion to the unbought and even unbiafied fof- 
^^ frage of every Citizen in pofTeflion of his reafon, andnotinca- 
*^ pacitated by crimes. They confider the obtaining fuch par- 
«* liaments to be the ground- work of every neceilary reform j to 
^^ this therefore they fteadily adhere, and turn themfelves neidier 
^' to the right nor to the left, to follow any other plan whatever; 
^^ the rules and order of their Society being fo plain and eafy^ 
«« that, if they can get a majority of the nation to ad as they do, 
" the propofed reform will efFeft itfelf. They look upon tbc 
** trifling difference that may have arifen between the feveral So- 
" cieties to be of very little confequence, and think they will fub- 
** fide without any ways injuring the caufe. 

^* They think it a matter of fmall importance whatever name 
" you choofe to adopt. They advife you to follow their plan, 
" and divide yourfelves into fmall Societies, each of which to 
" choofe a delegate ; the delegates, when met, to form the Copft- 
** mittee, and tranfaft the bufinefs of the Society j afterwards, 
*^ let each delegate report to his divifion the bufinefs fo done; 

"let 
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^ let hitn admit frdh members, communicate fre(h intelligence^ 

** encourage political difcuffion, or read to you fuch books as may 

^convey the inftrudion your weaker members ftand in need 

** of; but, above all, be careful to preferve peace and good order 

" among you ; let no difpute be carried to excefs ; leave mo- 

" narcby, democracy, and even religion, entirely afide ; never 

^ difpute on thefe topics, let your endeavours go to increafe the 

*^ numbers of thofe who wifli for a full and equal reprefentation 

^* of the people, and leave to a parliament, fo chofen, to form 

^ plans for remedying the exifting abufes ; ihould they then not 

** anfwer your expedlation at the year's end, you may chufe others 

•^ in their ftead. The Committee oflfer you every affiftance in 

** their power, but requeft that your queftions may relate chiefly 

^ to the methods of obtaining a reform in Parliament. Like 

^ jrour&lves, they are friends to peace, not anarchy, and welU 

*^ wiihers to the rights of man ; yet not fo fanguine in their ex- 

^ pe^tions as to imagine thofe rights will be reftored. by the 

<' ipoDtaneous confent of thofe who have fo long deprived man- 

*^ kind of them. Underftanding that you are many Societies ia 

*^ Norwich, the Committee recommend to you to unite upon 

f^ the plan before mentioned ; the correfpondence, then carried 

^ on by one Committee, will ferve you all : they likewife re- 

*^ commend the appointment of one of the leaft confpicuous 

^< of your members to receive fuch letters as may be fent to 

^ the Society, left, if he be well known about your town 

<' to be a member, fome interruption might take place in the 

*< delivery. 

" I am, for the London Correfponding Society, moft fin* 

«* cercly, 

" Fellow Citizens, 

" Your fellow- labourer in the caufe of freedom, 

«' M. M. Chairman.** 

<« The Committee of the Friends of the People. 

" Gentlemen, London^ the \Jl Februaryy 1793, 

** We are inftrufied by the Committee of Delegates of the 
.** London Correfponding Society to exprefs the fatisfaflion they 

** experience 



5* experience in finding, by your anfwer to our letter, that yoor 
** Society are willing to communicate freely with thofe wbofe 
*' friends they profefs themfelves to be : Not the lets determined 
^^ to obtain the defired reform, had you refufed to a6l in concert 
^^ with us, we yet freely acknowledge that your concurrenco 
^^ will add great weight to our fo juft demand. Leaving die 
1' diftin&ions of rank, talents, and fortune, entirely out of 
^^ the quefiion, on a fubje<SI: in which every man is equally 
^' interefted, all muft be convinced, that when Members of 
^ Parliament demand a reform, abufes certainly exift ; aoit 
V that when men, diftinguifhed for their knowledge of die 
^' laws, join in the purfuit, its conftitutionality is fufficiendy 
** warranted. 

^^ With you we think, that ^ the common happinefs of alP 
<^ is the only conftitutional authority laws can claim-— that laws 
^^ fo founded, mufl meet the afFe£Uons of the whole nation ; and 
*^ that thofe who feek the moft effedhial means of obtuniDg 
^ fuch, * equally promote the prefent peace and die future 
♦* profperity of their couutry.' 

" Venerating with you our excellent conftitution, we are 
*' firmly perfuaded the reftoring it to its primitive purity will be 
" found a fufficicnt remedy againft every abufe we complain of. 
** Did we, however, deem lefs highly of its principles, we 
** could not be brought to think ourfelves fo greatly degcnc- 
*' rated as to be unequal to the renewal of a taflc which our 
•* forefathers undertook, without fearing it would prove beyond 
" their ftrength, not to difgrace them by fupinely fubmitting to 
** a total overthrow of the glorious fabric, reared by their valour 
'' and cemented with their blood, from premature apprehenfions 
*' of ' the tempeft that might enfue' in a conflifl: of oppreffion 
*' againft general good — pecuniary intereft, and life itfcif, arc 
*' never to be brought into competition with liberty. 

'' We thank your Society for your kind advice concerning 
" peace, order, and obedience to the Jaws : We made them 
*' the foundation of our union, as our addrefles fufficiendy 
<' evince — we have never departed from legal obedience, and 

« have 
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(( have thereby fruftrated the evil defigns of all tbofe who milU 
*^ ta(;c againft reform. 

* You acknowledge, that * to wiih fuccefs to the caufe of 
« freedom is congenial to the heart of a Briton,* inftead there- 
^ Core of admitting your argument againft our having publi(hed 
«* fuch fentiments by a friendly addrefs to the National Conven- 
« tion of France, that you, that all other Societies, that the ^t c 
^ whole nation did not catch the generous flame, and follow 
•' our example — as to the handle likely to be made of it by our 
^corrupt oppofers, (and well we have noted them) let them 
^ ufe it like moft of their other machinations, it will only ac- 
" cderate that which they dread. 

« We muft obferve, that at a time when the enemies of man- 
"kind are exerting evexy power to cru(h the infant eflfort of 
^ French liberty, it became our duty, as friends to human hap- 
** pinefs,. to exprcfs the juft abhorrence we entertained of a 
^' manifefto which we conceived aimed, not fo much at the 
** liberty of France, as at the liberty of the world. But to make 
^* any particular comments' upon diat manifefto is now unne- 
** ceilary, as it might be unlafe— we only wifli every Briton to 
•* perufe it. 

^' Reg^dleb of any eyil intention^ which the malice of our 
" eyiemie^ may attribute to. our conduct, we remain cenfcious 
^of ourireAitude;. and that we therein adediip to the free, 
^0|tcn»^ manlyi generoat national charader of Britons— a 
^chara^er which oppreffion, affifted by enervating luxury, has 
^ not yet been able to entirely extinguifh. 

•* Unnoticed, however, you have paffed over our ftatement of 
•* abufes, our addreffes to the nation, our demand of prote6^ion, 
^ addrefled to thofe whofe duty it is to afford i:, and our an- 
«^fwer to the calumnies of Mr. Reeve's Aflbciation, we requeft 
" your notice of them. Preffed likewife by our numerous 
^* country correfpondents to give them authentic information of 
•• what meafuris^ y6u mean to purfue, when you mean to begin, 
•* and how far y^ intend carrying yoiir propofed reform ; we 
^ beg your explicit anfwer on thefe heads, and that you will 

" enable 
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*^ enable us fpecdily to rightly inform the country thereon— nd 
*' ways doubting, but that from your anfwcr, we (ball be 
*' enabled to affurc them that you are really what your tide im- 
" ports, the Friends of the People^ for many thouiands of whooi| 
*^ in the name of the London Correfponding Society, united ia 
*' one common intereft and purfuit, with many other Societies 
<* in difFerent parts ©f the Ifland, altogether forming no dcfpi- 
** cable number of ufeful members of fociety. Wc have the 
" honour of fubfcribing ourfelves, 

^^ Your fellow labourers, and humble fervants.** 

"Sir, 

«* I am dircfled by the Society of the Friends of the People 
" to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated February ly 
^^ 1793; having pledged ourfelves by our public a£b and docu- 
« ments, to ufe every effort in our power for the purpofe of ob- 
^^ tatning a complete, fubftantial, and radical reform of the 
" reprefentation of the people in Parliament, we never cart be 
" fuppofed to have furrendered to any other body of men the 
" exercife of our owu. difcrction, with rcfpeft both to the plan 
** which we deem moft cffeftual for the purpofe, and the tiihc 
*' which we may think moft favourable for offering it to the 
^< public ; at prefent we think, that to make public otir vieWs 
*' on thcfe fubjeds, would be to fumifli arms toi our enemies, 
" and to injure the caufe in which we axe engaged. The 
" period, however, is probably not very for diftant when thefe 
** particulars will be made known to the public ; it is fufficient 
** now to exprefs our confidence, that that moment will prove 
*^ by evidence more fubflantial than profeffions ; that wc will 
^^ propofe no plan of reform which is ihort of an eifedual it* 
*^ ftrudion of abufes in the reprefentation of the people, and 
** that we have honeftly exerted every faculty we poilels in 
^ chufing the time moft favourable to the fuccefs of our plan. 

" We have learned, with afflidlion and indignation, the ar- 
^< bitrary and unconftitutional interruption of meetings of 
<^ citizens, peaceably and lawfully aflembled for the dicufBon 
^ and maintenance of their rights. We have ever viewed with 

« utter 
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** Utter dlfapprobation, both of their principles and proceedings, 
•* the aflbciations who have been the authors or inftruments of. 
** this perfecution. Their principles, we think, are repugnant 
" to the free fpirit of the Englifh law ; and their condufl:, we 
^^ think, has been as injurious and oppreiHve, as the principle 
*' of their inftitution is unconftitutional and abfurd. But deeply 
** penetrated as we are with thefe fentiments, we neither pof- 
•* feflTed power nor legal competence to interpofe for the protec- 
" tion of an individual, fufFering even under the moft unjuft 
** profecution, we cannot therefore feel ourfelvcs blameable for 
" ina£Hon in cafes of which the particulars were never laid be- 
** fore us, and in which it might have been perhaps impoffible, 
** and perhaps improper, for us to have interfered. 

*' We do not think it ncceflary to make any particular re- 
^^ marks on thofe publications which you have put forth ; we 
" are not called upon to pronounce any judgment on the pub- 
^' lications of individuals or focieties ; and however we may la- 
*^ ment the grievances of which fome of your publications com- 
** plain, our efforts muft neceffarily be limited to the object of 
^ our inftitution — the creation of an organ to fpeak the public 
*' voice in legiflation. 

" Wc cannot help exprefling fome furprife at the informa- 
^ tion, that Societies in different parts of the kingdom, who 
" were folicitous about the nature and extent of our plans of 
•* Reform, inftead of expreifing fuch folicitude to ourfelvesf, 
^ (hould have chofen the indirect and circuitous channel of any 
•* other Society. Had they applied to the Friends of the Peoplfe 
** directly, they wouid affuredly have received every informa- 
" tion cc mpatible with prudence, and with a due regard to the 
^ fuccefs of our common caufe. 

*' On the fubje6l of your correspond ence with the National 
^ Convention of France, we freely communicated to you our 
^ opinion in our laft letter ; we fee no reafon to change the 
** fentiments which we then expreifed on the prudence and ten- 
** dency of that meafure, for though we not only * acknowledge,' 
** but avow with pride, * that to wi(h fuccefs to the caufc of 
^ freedom is congenial to the heart of a Briton i* yet we can- 
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" not think that men engaged in fo momentous a caufe, as that 
** of parliamentary reform, are entitled to make public declara- 
" tions, even of their mod virtuous fentiments, in any manner 
" which may injure that caufe, ferve the purpofes,and ftrengthen 
** the pretexts of its enemies. Far be it from us to treat with 
** feverity and rigour even thofe errors and indifcretions into 
*' which men may be betrayed by a generous zeal for the caufc 
"of freedom, but furely it cannot be denied, that the cone- 
" fpondence of Societies in this country with public bodies in 
" France, has furniflicd the nioft fpecious pretences to interefted 
" men, for confounding a virtuous fenfibility to the interefts of 
" liberty in other countries, with a criminal intention to intro- 
*' duce diforder and civil commotion into our own 5 it is chiefly 
" by the help of this pretext, that defigning men have fo fuc- 
** cefsfully praflifed on the alarms of the public, and that timid 
" honcfty has been rendered the dupe and the inftrument of 
" corruption. But on this fubjc£l all further remark is now 
** become unneceflary, as every good citizen muft now feel 
•* himfelf precluded from all political intercourfe with France, 
" (for a period which we earneftly pray may be very fliort) 
" by a war, the principle of which we utterly difapprove, the 
" inevitable evils of which we deeply deplore, and at the polHblc 
" confcqucnces of which we tremble. Among the moft wife 
" and honeft friends of liberty there muft arife frequent diffcr- 
•' ences of opinion and of conduft ; and thofe differences, the 
" natural effciSl of an independent judgment and an independent 
*' fpirit, are perfectly compatible with mutual confidence and co- 
" operation; when indeed defigning perfons avail themfelvesof 
" fuch difference^, to fow diftruft and to infinuate fufpicions 
" againft the characters and intentions of men, it is then only 
** that they become pernicious and injurious. Againft prafticcs 
" which might produce fuch a fpirit of difunion and diftruft, it 
" is fuicly almoft unneccfTary to warn the friends of liberty, att 
" moment when our enemies are fo formidable and fo united. 
" "i hey have facrificcd all inferior interefts and all former dif- 
" ferences to their common intereft, in perpetuating abufes and 
*^ corruptions. Let it not be faid, that more generous motives 
^^ have a lefs powerful influence on the human miod, and thst 
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^ the love of liberty is not able to produce that union among 
** her friends, which in her enemies has arifen frohi the moft 
** abjeft and fordid paffions. 

" It feems fcarce neceflary to reprefent to the London Cor- 
** refponding Society the peculiar neceflity of circumfpeiSlion 
" and moderation, at a moment when the moft venial indifcre- 
." tion of the friends of reform is remarked with fuch malignant 
** watchfulnefs, and converted into an argument againft the 
** caufe of reform itfelf. 

" He muft furely either be a fecret enemy, or an unfafe and 
** pernicious friend of that caufe, who could prompt you to any 
" thing that could be conftrued into indifcretion, or who would 
*^ labour to fow diftruft among the fmall number of thofe who 
" now appear in behalf of freedom in England, at a period 
" when a perfecution is carried on againft the friends of reform 
** at home, and a war is commenced, which in its progrefs may 
** combine the arms of England with thofe of powers engaged 
^' in a crufade againft the general liberties of Europe. 

*' In name, and by order of the Committee, 
" Edward Jer. Curteis, 
" No. 52, Frith-Street^ " Chairman of the Committee. 

" February 15, 1793. 
" To Mr. Thomas Hardy, Secretary to the London Corref- 
" ponding Society." 

Mr, Edward Lauzun dcpofed, that he found the following 
paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
" Sir, 

" The Committee of the London Correfponding Society 
" have at prefent to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
•* the 15th of February. 

** With pleafurc we perceive your Society not unwilling to 
^< keep up a corrcfpondence with us, yet at the fame time we 
«' arc forry that you Ihould appear to be hurt by the plain quef- 
" tions we put to you in our laft ; to a(k of you what meafures 
«* you mean to purfue in a matter which concerns us all, is 
^ certainly no ways calling upon you to furrendcr up to our 
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*^ Society, or even to the public at large, yourdifcretlon; not 
*^ can we conceive, that a body of men having pledged themlelves 
" to the public, can be a fufficient fecurity to that public to 
," repoCe implicit confidence in them, without being made further 
^' acquainted with the nature and extent of the plan you mean 
** to purfue, in order that we the people may, if we approve 
" it, co-operate with you ; the extent of your propofed reform 
"we apprehend is already determined upon, and we can difco- 
" ver no advantage likely to refult from its fecrecy j on the coa- 
" trary, if we are to afk for ourfelves the fame thing which our 
" friends mean to afk for us, the latrer muft receive their in- 
" ftruftions from us, or we muft be diretSed by them j in either 
" cafe there muft be no fecrets ; we further conceive, that the 
" permanency of a reform muft be founded on the acquiefcence 
" of the public, who after maturely deliberating on every thing 
" propofed, (hall have found your plan the moft ufeful and the 
** beft that could poilibly be laid down. The bufinefs we are 
"engaged in is of too important a nature to admit of referve or 
*' difguife ; we will therefore, by the franknefs of our behaviour, 
*' fhew ourfelves worthy the friendfliip of a fociety of honcft 
** men endeavouring to fcrvc their country, and plainly tell you 
" our country correfpondents did not defire us to inquire of you 
" what you meant to do, but fairly afked us whether we thought 
*' you honeft ? whether we thought you meant to ferve a party> 
** or the nation ? whether we imagined you intended a partial 
" or a complete reform ? AddrefTed in this manner to us, and 
" blunt as thefe queftions may appear, they have nothing in 
" them which can poflibly offend you, the people having always 
" an undoubted right to fcrutinize the charaSer and principles 
" of thofe who call themfelves their friends, and as fuch, avow 
** an intention of bringing forward meafures in which we are all 
** fo deeply interefted. As to the furnifliing our enemies with 
" arms by a difclofure of our intention, we cannot conceive that 
" demands, founded on conftitutional rights, can lofe any of their 
** force by being made public. Reafon {vires acquirit eundf>) 
" to triumph requires only to be known ; and as none of the 
" people's demands are founded on fallacy, to take the enemy 
** by furprifc would be unworthy of the public champions, and 

" moreover, 



< 233 ) 

** moreover, ptrk&ly needlefs when truth, ind reafon muft un- 
«^ avoidably bear down all before them without tlie affiftance of 
w guile. 

" Under the idea that, where you fay * you neither poffefled 
" power, nor legal competence to interfere for the protedion 
^* of an individual, fufFering under the moft unjuft profecution,' 
^ you allude to the cafe of our bill flicker, we muft beg to fee 
" you right, and to inform you we never, as a focicty, fought 
^ the interference of any body of men ; on the contrary, we 
*' are firmly perfuaded, however hard fuch cafes may bear upon 
** individuals, they will eventually prove of fervice to the public, 
** nothing having a greater tendency towards roufing the country 
** from its too prevalent apathy, with regard to ftretch of pre- 
** rogative and abufe of power. 

" As to our Addrefs to the French National Convention, we 
** imagine it beft to fay no more about it atprefent, only that if it 
** has furhifhed pretexts to defigning men, it has only faved them 
*' the trouble of feelcing excufes elfewhere : but fuch meii, even 
" without our aid, would have been at no lofs ; at the fame time, 
** we are to believe the plan for war, if coHceived before then, 
" was by no means accelerated thereby; — intended as preventa- 
" tives, addrefles might have been efFedual, if they had pdt 
** been more generally adopted 5 the only fault therein, that by .^«''^' 
** a miftaken idea, the addreflers gave credit to the nation for a 
" greater degree of energy than it really pcflefled. We agree 
♦* with you, that unity of fentiment is no way incompatible 
** with diverfity of opinion, and that the latter is natural to 
** independent minds ; with the fame objeil: in view, their mode 
** of purfuing it will undoubtedly differ j with caution, therefore, 
** wc will watch over thofe who wiih to fow the feeds of unne- 
** ceffary diftruft among us, and will at the fame time take good 
** care that the dodlrine of impli.it confidence may not gain 
" ground among us; full as much as yourfelves, V/C plead the 
" neceility of union among the friends of liberty, but lament 
" that it is prevented, or at leaft retarded in many inftances by 
'♦ the very fame tiling that promotes it among the enemies of 

R 3 " reform, 
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<< reform, nimely, intereft; with them, all their intereftisfor 
<^ the continuation of abufes, while to fome of us a reform muft 
** be attended with pecuniary lofs, and many others would lofc 
*' their employ, their daily bread, were it known they took an . 
^'adivepart; thus, the fame motive, afluming on one fide die 
** appearance of a virtue, gives emulation to bad men, and on 
^^ the other, in its vileft but moil natural form, ftays the progreft 
*( of thofe who, with the beft intentions, labour to (ave their 
♦♦ country. 

** We thank you for your kind and prudent advice, enjoining 
*' us moderation and difcretion at this critical moment, when 
<* every imprudence in the advocate is liable to be rendered prc- 
"judicial to the caufe itfelf." 

Mr, Garrow. It appears by its contents to be an anfwer to 
Mr. Curtpis's letter. 

Alexander Grant. -r^ Examined by Mr, Garrow. 
Sl» I believe you are by bufinefs a printer ?. 
A. Yes, I am. 
^. Did you at any time, and when, become a member of 

the London Corrcfponding Society ? 

J, Yes; I believe in the beginning of the year 1792. 

^, To which of the divifions of the Society did you belong? 

A. I think it was No. 2. 

^. Where were the meetings of that divifion held ? 

J, At the houfe of a Mr. Byde, at the Bell in Exeter-ftrcct. 

^ Name fome of the pcrfons who frequented thofe meet- 
ings of the divifions. 

A. There was Mr. Margarot ufed to be one. 

^ What character wns Margarot in the Society ? 

J. He was conceived by mc to be prefident of the divifioit* 

^. Didhcailasfuchf 

A Yes. 

^. Whoelfc? 

y/. Mr. Richter, Mr. Moore, and feveral others that I do 
not recolledl:. 1 knew very ^nvf of them, I think Mr. Byde, 
the m^^ux of the houfe, was a member. .. 

^.Was 
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^ Was you applied to at any of thofe meetings to print any 
papers for the divifions, or for the Society at large? 

jf. I was not at that time. 

^ When was you, if ever applied to, to print any ? 

A. I was applied to fome time i|i the middle or the latter end 
of the year 1792. 

^ Who was that application made to you by ? 

A. I believe by Mr. Gow. 

^. Was that application made by him at the Society, or ^t 
one of thedivifion meetings? 

A. I do not know pofitively, but I know I refufed to print 
fomething that was ibewn me. 

^ I do not a(k you the contents of that paper ; but did you 
afterwards, print any thing elfe for the Society, which you was 
paid for by any of thofe perfons that you have named ? 

ji. Yes : I printed a porting bill. , ' 

^ Upon whofe application did you print that porting bill ? 

jf. Mr. Richter. I read it over with Mr. Richter j and I 
agreed to print it, and did print it. 

^ Do you mean the fame Mr. Rjchtcr that you have named 
as a member of the Society ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Did you ever fee Mr. Richter at any of thofe meetings 
of the divifions at whi<;h the prifoner attended ? 

J. Yes. 

^ You fay you undertook to print that which Richter ap- 
plied to you to print. 

yf. Yes ; five hundred copies. 

^ Who paid you for them ? 

jf. Mr. Hardy the prifoner. 

^. Were there any direclions given you as to the time by 
which they would be required to be printed j was there any ex» 
traordinary expedition required ? 

jf. They were ordered to be done as fart as poffible, and I 
recolleft when they were done I ordered them to be fent to 
Mr. Hardy's 5 and I imagine niy order was complied with. 

^. How foon after you had ordered them to be fent to 
Mr. Hardy's did you fee Hardy? 

R4 .if. I dare 
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A, I dare fay it was two or three days after. 
^. Did he pay you for thofe which you had ordered to be 
fent? 

A. Yes ; but they were fent back to my houfe. 
J^. Did he pay before the order came for fending them back 
to your houfe, or afterwards ? 
A. No. I was paid afterwards. 
^. And then the papers were returned to your houfe ? 
A» They were returned rhe very fame day they were fent. 
^. What became c f them after they were fent back to your 
houfe; did the circumftance which you was about to ftate 
come to your knowledge from Hardy, or did you ever converfe 
with him upon that fubjeft ? 
A. No; never. 

^ Do you known of your own knowledge what became of 
the papers after they were returned to your houfe ? 

A. They were given by my warehoufcman to one Carter to 
flick up in the ftreets. 

Mr. Erjklne^ Did you fee them given ? 
A. No. 

Mr, Garrow. Do you know in faft that any of thofe bills 
that you printed, and which Hardy paid you for, were ftuck up 
in the ftreets of this town? 

A. No ; I could not fwear that, for I did not fee any to the 
bed of my recolle£lion. 

^ Had you any converfation with Mr. Hardy refpefling 
'thofe papers which Carter was fuppofed to have had fomething to 
do with ? 
A. Yes. 

^ What paffed between Mr. Hardy and you upon that 
fubjea? 

A. Mr. Hardy informed mc that Carter had been taken up. 
• ^ You had given ordejs that thefe bills fhould be delivered 
to Carter ; were they in fa£l delivered out of your poffcffion 
after they were returned from Hardy's ? 

A, They were not delivered by my order to Carter. 
^ Were they delivered out of your poffeffion ? 
A. They were. 

5 ^ Afi« 
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^ After that Hardy told you Carter had been taken up ?,. 

jf. Yes, for putting up thofe bills which I told him I bad 
been informed of before. 

^. For putting up the bills, where? 

jf. Up in the ftreets in this town. 

^ Did any thing more pafs upon that occafion ? 

J. No. 

^ Do you know that Carter was in faft in prifon for pofiing 
up thofe bills ? 

-//. I heard it from Mr. Hardy. I never faw him in prifon. 

^ Look at this, and tell us whether this is one of the bills 
that you printed ? 

A Yes, I believe that is the very identical bill j I have no 
doubt about it. 

^ Had you any converfation with Mr. Hardy with refpeft 
to any other papers which you had been applied to print, and 
which you had refufed to print — did Mr. Hardy fay any thing to 
you about your having declined to print for the Society ? 

y/. He did about an additional order that I had. 

J^. The firft order you complied with was for five hundred ? 

jf. Yes. 

^ Who gave you the additional order ? 

jt. There was an order brought, I cannot tell by whom, to 
me, fpr five hundred large bills, and a thoufand fmall ones. 

^ Had you any converfation with Mr. Hardy about that ad- 
ditional order ? 

X Yes ; he faid he had heard that I refufed to print them. 

^ Had you refufed to print them ? 

J. I had actually refafed. 

^ How long did you continue a member of the Society after 
you had refufed fo to print for them ? 

J. In faft, I had not frequented the Society for fome time 
before that : I believe that was in the end of November, or the 
beginning of December. 

^. How much was the fum he paid you ? 

jf* Two guineas. 

^ You 



( 238 ) 

^. You named Mr. Margarot as one of the pcrfons prefenj 
it thofe meetings ; in what charafler did he aft ? 

A. He afted in the capacity of Prefident of the Delegates. 

SI2 In what charafter did the prifoncr, Hardy, aft ? 

A. As Secretary of the divifion, and likewife as Secretary of 
the Society itfelf, I believe. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Was there any Secretary to the 
divifion ? 

A. I do not know exprefsly ; for I only was twice or three 
times at the furtheft among the delegates. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. And it was there that Hardy aftcd, 
was it? 

A, He afted as Secretary to the Society at large. 

Lord Chiefjujiice Eyre. Where was it that he afted ? 

A. At Mr. Byde's. 

Lord Chiefjufltce Eyre. Do you mean that that was a meet- 
ing of the divifion or of the delegates ? 

A. Of the divifion. 
. Mr. Garrow. Was you ever at the Unicorn ? 

A. Yes 5 I was there once. 

^. Try to recoUeft any of the members you faw there? 

A. There were a great many there ; I knew very few. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Was that a divifion meeting, or 
what? 

A. I believe it was the fame Society moved from the Bell to 
the Unicorn, the fame Society or the fame divifion that was 
there. 

\jrhe addrefs read,"] 

'* Addrefs of the London Correfponding Society to the other 
" Societies of Great Britain, united for the obtaining a Rc- 
*' form in Parliament, 

*' Friends and Fellow Countrymen^ 
*' Unlcfs we arc greatly deceived, the time is approaching 
*' when the objcft for which we ftruggle is likely to come within 
^« our reach. That a nation like Britain fl\ould.befree, it isre- 
♦'quifitc only that Britons fliould will it, to become fo. That 
" fuch fliould be their will, the abufcs of our original conftitu- 
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( 239 ) 
" tion, and the alarm of our ariftotratic enemies, fufficiendy wit- 
" nefs, Confident in the purity of our motives, and in the juf- 
'* tice of our caufe, let us meet falfehood with proofs, and hypo- 
'* crify with plainnefs, let us perfevere in declaring our princi- 
" pies, and mifreprefentation will meet its due reward — contempt. 
" In this view, the artifices of a late ariftocratic aflbciation, 
*' formed on the 20th inftant, call for a few remarks, on account of 
" the declaration they have publiftied relative to other Clubs and 
** Societies formed in this nation. It is true that this meeting of 
" Gentlemen (for fo they ftyle themfelves) have mentioned no 
*' names, inftanced no fa£ts, quoted no authorities j but they take 
** upon themfelves to aflert, that bodies of their countrymen have 
*' been aflbciated, profelfing opinions favourable to the rights of 
" man, to liberty, and equality ; and, moreover, that thofe opi- 
*' nions are conveyed in the terms. No King, No Parliament,— 
*' So much for their afliertions, . 

*' If this be intended to include the Societies to which we re* 
*• fpeSively belong, we here, in the moft foleinn manner, deny 
** the latter part of the charge ; while, in admitting the former, 
** we claim the privilege and glory in the charafter of Britons, 
•* whoever fhall attribute to us, who wifli only the reftoration of 
** the loft liberties of our country, the expreflions of No King, 
^* No Parliament, or any defign of invading the property of other 
*' men, is guilty of a wilful, an impudent, and a malicious falfe- 
« hood. 

** We know, and are fenfible, that the wages of every man.are 
** his right ; that difference of ftrength, of talents, and of induftry, 
" do, and ought, to afford proportional diflinftions of property, 
" which, when acquired and confirmed by the laws, is facred and 
^^ inviolable ; we defy the moft flavifh and malevolent man in the 
^* meeting of the 20th inftant, to bring the remoteft proof to the 
<' contrary. If there be no proof, we call upon them to juftify 
" an infidious calumny, which feems invented only to terrify in- 
" dependent Britons from reclaiming the rightful conftitution of 
'* their country. We admit, and we declare, that we are friends 
*^ to civil liberty, and therefore to natural equality, both of which 
«« we c^onfider as the rights of mankind. Could we believe them 
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" to be ' in direS oppofition to the lawd of this land,* we 
*^ fhould bluih to find ourfelves among the number of its inhabi- 
<^ tants ; but we are perfuaded that the abufes of the conftitution 
*' will never pafs current for its true principles j fincc we arc 
<^ told in its firft charter, that all are equal in the fight of the law, 
** which * (hall neither be fold, nor refufed, nor delayed, to any 
*^ free man whatfoever :' fhould it ever happen that * right and 
** juftice* are opppfed by expence, by refufal, or by delay, then 
*^ is this principle of equality violated, and we are no longer free 
" men. 

^* Such are our notions of thofe rights which it is boldly main* 
" tained * are inconfiftent with the well-being of fociety.' But 
" let us not fufFer men, who avow no principles of liberty, whofc 
•' favourite cry is inequality of property, to eftrange others of our 
•' countrymen from aiding us in ferving the community, and 
** from recovering to the nation that {hare of its fovereignty 
" which has unhappily been facrificed to corrupt courtiers and 
" intriguing boroughmongers, 

*< If our laws and conftitution be juft and wife in their origin 
^ and their principle, every deviation from them as firft efta* 
^^ blifhed, muft be injurious to the people, whofe perfons and pro* 
" pertywere then fecured; if at the revolution this country was 
<^ adequately reprefented, it is now fo no longer, and therefore 
" calls aloud for reform, 

*' If it be true that the people of Britain are fuperior to other 
." nations, is it that our taxes are lefs burdenfome ? or that pur 
" provifions are lefs cxpenfive ? is it from the various produc- 
** tions of our foil that we are rich ? is it owing to the majority 
" of our numbers that we are ftrong ? Certainly not. France has 
** the advantage in all thefe refpefts, and, up to this period, fhc 
** has never been our fuperior in wealth, in power, in talents, or 
*' in virtues. But let us not deceive ourfelves, the difference bc- 
" twcen us and that nation was formerly, that our monarchy was 
" limited, while theirs was abfolute ; that the number of our 
" ariftocracy did not equal the thoufandth part of theirs ; that we 
*^ had trial by jury, while they had none ; that our perfons were 
** prote(Jled by the laws, while their lives were at the mercy of 

** every 
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•* which to them was unknown; fince we were men, while they 
•* were flaves. 

' ** The fcene indeed has changed ; like our brave anceftors of 
** the laft. century, they have driven out the family that would 
" have deftroyed them ; they have fcattered the niercenaries wh9 
" invaded their freedom, and have * broken their chains on th^ 
** heads of their opprefTors.* If, during this conflift with mili- 
" tary aflaffins and domeftic traitors, cruelty and revenge have 
** arifen among a few inhabitants of the capital, let us lament thefc 
** effeds of a bloody and tyrannous manifefto, but let us leave 
** to the hypocrite pretenders to humanity, the ta(k of blackening 
** the misfortune, and attributing to a whole nation the a6l of an 
•* enraged populace. 

*^ As we have never yet been caft fo low at the foot of dc(po- 
** tifm, fo it is not requifite that we fhould appeal to the fame 
" awful tribunal with our brethren on the Continent, May our 
*' enmities be written in fand, but may our rights be engraven on 
«' marble h We defire to overthrow no property but what has 
** been raifed on the ruins of our liberty : we look with reverence 
" on the landed and commercial interefts of our country, but we 
**yiew with abhorrence that monopoly of burgage tenures, 
^* unwarranted by law or reafon in this or any other nation in 
** Europe. 

*^ Let us then continue with pleafure and firmnefs in the path 
^^ which is begun ; let us then wait and watch the enfuing fef&ons 
*' of Parliament, from whom we have much to hope, and little to 
^' fear. The Houfe of Commons may have been the fource of 
** our calamity, it may prove that of our deliverance. Should it 
•' not, we truft we fhall not prove unworthy of our forefathers, 
" whofe exertions in the caufe of mankind fo well defervc our 
<< imitation. 

(Signed) " Maurice Margarot, Chairman. 

*< Thomas Hardy, Secretary, 
** London^ 

" 29/A AW. 179 V* 
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Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy'^ 
houfci 

[// was read,] 

/^h Marchy 1793. 
w Sir, 

^ The London Correrponding Society have at prefent to 
** acknowledge your laft, and to anfwer more fully your preccd- 
** ing letter. 

** With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimous 
" in the opinion that fuch a petition will not produce a reform; 
" yet, from many confiderations, we are now perfuaded that, if 
<( every Society in the ifland will fend forward a petition, we 
^' ihall ultimately gain ground ; for as much as it will force the 
'^ prefent members of the Senate to repeatedly difcufs the fubjeft, 
*' apd their deliberations, printed in the different newfpapers, 
<' will mod naturally awaken the public mind towards the objeA 
" of our purfuit. The nation, once informed that a reform in 
** Parliament is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to 
^^ debates in the Houfe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
«« every rank to be wanting, will begin to exercife their own 
" reafon on this fubjedl 5 arrived at that period, we prefume our 
<^ bufinefs will be nearly accomplifhed. 

" Let us then clofely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; let 
" every Society petition feparately ; let every week furnifh a frefh 
" petition, and afford a frefh debate. We feek to open the eyes 
" of the public : petitions on our part, and rejections on the part 
*• of the Miniftry, will efFe£lually do it : we therefore highly 
*' approve of your idea, and will ourfelves follow it up, and re- 
" commend it to all the other Societies we correfpond with ; 
" and, withal, we recommend to you that no time be lofl in fo 
*' doing. 

" With you, we lament the evils of an imprudent and inconfi- 
** derate war — a war rather eagerly fought for the advancement of 
" private ends, than carefully deprecated from confiderations of 
•' public good i a contefl unfavourable to this country, whether 
" either France or defpotifm gain the upper hand. We join with 
" you in gratitude to thofc worthy members of cither houfe who 

" have 
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•* have endeavoured to avert this national calamity, to whom wef 
" have likewife returned our public thanks ; and we remain, with 
*' ficcerity and afFedlion, 

'' Your friends and fellow-labourers, 



No fignature. 
Addreffed " Mr, William Camage, Sheffield." 

Mr. Edward Lauzun, I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's 
houfe. 

A/r. Garrow. This is a draught of a letter to Skirving ; the 
original letter was found in Skirving's pofleffion. 

[// was read,] 
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Sir, " London^ May 17, 1793. 

*' The London Correfponding Society eagerly feizes the op- 
*' portunity of Mr. Urquhart returning to Edinburgh to requeft 
*^ of your Society a renewal of correfpondence, and a more inti- 
** mate co-operation in that which both Societies alike feek, viz. 
*' a reform of parliamentary reprefentation. We are very fenfiblc 
*' that no Society can of itfelf bring about that defirable end. Let 
** us, therefore, unite as much as poilible, not only with each. 
" other, but with every Society throughout the nation. Our 
•* petitions, you will have learned, have all of them been un- 
*' fuccefsful : our attention muft now, therefore, be turned 
** to fome more efFeclual means. From your Society we would 
<^ willingly learn them ; and you, on your part, may depend 
<* upon our adopting the firmeft means, provided they arc 
*' conftitutional : and we hope the country will not be behind 
** hand with us. 

" This war has already opened the eyes of many, and, fliould 
*' it continue much longer, there is no anfwering for its efFeds on 
** the minds of the people. 

*' Our Society has met with much perfecution ; neverthe- 

** lefs, we go on incrcaftng in numbers and political knowledge. 

7 ♦« Wifhing 
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^ Wifhing you and our caufe all fuccefs, wc remain moft cor- 
•^ dialJy, 

"Sir, 
'^ For the London Correfponding Society, 

" Your friends and fellow-labourers, 
(Signed) " M. Margarot, Chairman, 

" Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 
« No. 9, Piccadilly. 

^ To the Secretary of the Society of the Friends of the People, 
** Edinburgh." JddreJJed on the back thus : 
" Mr. William Skirving, Secretary to the Convention of the 
*' Friends of the People, Edinburgh." 

The Anfwer of William Skirving read. 

Indorfed, "Received the lOth of June 1793; anfwered the 
<» 20th of July." 

" Mr. Hardy, Edinburgh^ 25th of May^ 1 793. 

« Sir, 

" Mr. Urquhart did me the pleafure to call on Thurfday after* 
*^noon, and delivered your letter of the 17th current. I am 
** much pleafed with the contents of it, and (hall lay it before the 
" firft meeting of our Societies here, which however does not 
" take place till Monday feven-night. 1 would have acknow- 
" ledged the receipt of your favour by yefterday's pofl, but was 
" too much employed in removing our houfehold to anoditf 
" lodging to attend to any thing elfe. 

" If either you in England, or we in Scotland, (hould attempt 
*^ feparately the reform which we, I truft, feek to obtain, 
" we {hould, by fo doing, only expofe our weaknefs, and mani- 
" feft our ignorance of the corruption which oppofes our import- 
•* ant undertaking. If we fought only the extirpation of one fct 
" of interefted men from the management of national affairs, that 
" place might be given to another fet, without affefting the vitals 
" adverfe to the fyftem of reform. Thefe might be cafily accom^ 
" pliflied ; but to cut up deep and wide rooted prejudices, to give 
" effeftual energy to the dictates of truth, in favour of public vir- 
** tue and national profperity, in oppofition to felf and all its in- 
*^ terefted habits, and to withdand and overawe the final efforts 
*^ of the powers of darknefs, is the work of the whole, and not of a 

** part, 
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** part ; a work to which mankind, till this awful period, wert 
*' never adequate, becaufe never till now difpofed to fraternize | 
" not merely, or only, I truft, from the fenfc of the common 
^' danger to which we are expoTed, but from the ennobling prin- 
^ ciple of univerial benevolence. 

'* I know no greater fervice that I can do my country, than to 
'< promote the union you fo wifely defire ; and I am happy to 
« aflure you that I have hidierto difcovered no fentiment in our 
« affociation adverfe to the moft intimate and brotherly union 
*^ with the aflbciations in England. 

<* I think the minds of all muft, in the nature of things, be 
^^ now turned to more efFedual means of reform. Not one per- 
*^ fon was convinced of the necefEty of it by the moft convincing 
*^ arguments of reafon, together with the moft unequivocal ex- 
^ preffions of univerfal (fefire ; what then is to be hoped for from 
^< repetition ? I am only afraid that the bow in England againft 
^' reform was fo contracted that, in returning, it may break. 
*^ You would willingly learn, you iay, from us : I own that we 
^ ought to be forward in this : we have at once, in great wifdom, 
^ perfeded our plan of organization ; and, if we were in the fame 
^^ independent ftate of mind as the people of England, we would 
*^ be able to take the lead. The aflbciations with you are no 
* more, I fear, (excufe my freedom) than an ariftocracy for the 
<« good of the people : they are indeed moderate, firm, and vir- 
^ tuous ; and better cannot be : but we are the people themfelves, 
^ and we are the iirft to (hew that the people can both judge and re* 
*' iblve, if undiredted by fadion, with both wifdom and moderation. 

<* I have not a higher wi(h, in the prefent exertions for reform, 
*^ than to fee t^e people univerially and regularly aflTociated, be- 
•* caufe I am perfuaded that the prefent difaftrous engagements 
" will ifliie in ruin, 'and the people then muft provide for thcm- 
** felves ; and it would be unhappy, when we fliould be ready to 
** aft with unanimity, to be occupied about organization, with- 
** out which, however, anarchy muft enfue. We will not need 
«♦ but to be prepared for the event, to * ftand and fee the (alva- 
** tion of the Lord.' Let us therefore take the hint given us by 
** our oppqfers ; let us begin in earneft to niake up our minds 
^ relative to the extent <rf reform which we ought to feck j be 

S • ^^ prepared 
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*« prepared to jufiify it^ aftd to controvfrt objcSions; let us mo* 
•' del the whole in the public mind 9 let us provide every ftake 
« and (by of the tabernacle vyhjch we vyould creft, fo that when the 
" tabernacles of oppreffion in the palaces of ambition are brokea 
" down, under the madnefs and fojly of their fupporters, we may 
*' then, without anarchy and all dangerous delay, ereft at once our 
*' tabernacle of righteoufnefs, and may the Lord himfelf be in it! 

" How hurtful to the feelings of a refle6ling mind to look back 
*' to the wretched ftate in which the Roman monarchy, enfeebled 
" and broken by its own corruptions, left the nations which it had 
" fubjefted ! like * fheep vvithout a fliepherd' they foon became 
•* a prey to every invader, becaufe there was hone to gather and 
** unite them : had they, forefeeing the evil, aflbciated for mutual 
•* defence, no robber would have been able to enflave them ; they 
•* would have given laws to all partie?, as well as to themfelves ; all' 
^* feparate colonies and nations would have fought their alliance : 
" but not having virtue to aflbciate and heal the divifiohs, and root 
" out the felfiflj fpirit, which ambition foftering governments pro- 
" cure to their fubjefts, they fell under oppreffions, from under 
•^ whofe iron fceptre they have never yet been able to deliver them- 
•* felves. 

•* We may fuppofe an event which we deprecate ; nay, (hould 
" we not be prepared for every poffible ifllie of the prefent unpre* 
" cedented divifions* of mankind, we have a right to be apprehen* 
" five of the abilities of our own managers, who arc fo afraid to 
^ depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they maybe 
" inadequate to the tafk of prefervihg the veflel from fhipwreck, 
** now grappling with danger, not only great, but new and un- 
" common. If the prefent Miniftry fail, who after them (hall 
«* be trufted ? It requires little penetration to fee the anarchy and 
•* difcord which will follow : it will be fuch that nothing fliort of 
** a general union among the people themfelves will be aUe to heal: 
*^ hafte, therefore, to aflbciate, at leaft to be ready to affociatc. If 
*^ then, fuch a broken ftate of things (hould take place, the civil 
*' broils that would nece(rarily enfue would foon fubfide before die 
** united irrefiftible voice of the whole. Do not, I ent^'eat yoM, 
<< hefitate thinking fuch a work premature as yet : but a month, 
<< and then it may be too late. A malignant party may be. already 
«< farmed, and only waiting for the. halting of the prjeiient.ma- 
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•^^Tiagerfe i it will then be too late to fcerk to fubjeS to deliberatiooi 
•* after a party has dared the acft of" rebellion* ' If you go no fuN 
*' ther thaii feparate meetings in differeht townsj we will not be 
** able to Confide in your confraternity^ becaufe^ while in fueh 
*< a ftatc, you may be but the tools of a fa<ftioh. We could 
" have all confidence, and unite with all afFe<3ion in one airem«- 
** bly of commiffioners from all countries of the world, if we 
*' knew they were chofen by tlie unbiafied voice of the people, 
•* becaufe they would cortie up with the fame difinterefted views 
^'^ and defires as outfelves, having all agreed to a common centre 
** of union and intereft; but we could not confide in fellow^ 
^ citiitens who kept aloof from fuch union, and would not pre^ 
^' vioufly affiliate in one great ^d indivifible family. 
• *' In troubling you with fo long an cpiftle, I have at lead 
<* (hewn my inclination to correfpond* I have alfo hinted at 
"things which appear to me the.prefent fubjeds ©f confidera- 
"tion^ becaufe lanidefirous of your opinion upon them; I 
" have poffibly wrote with too much ftecdom, but. you will 
^' place it to account of zeal in the caufe^ an4 on this fcore 
<' difcharge my defign, which is difintereded and philanthropic, 
" With fmcere efteeih and affefiion, 
« I am, Sir, 

" Your well-wifher, 

<<W. Skirving, Secfetary.** 

A/r. LaUzUn. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's pofleffion. 
[// was fTad,'\ 
•* Sir, " loth Junes 1793* 

" It is with Angular fatisfaclion the Committee of the London 
** Correfponding Society received ydur letter j they are very glad 
" to fee the fplrit of freedom fpringing Up in Birmingham ; ^nd 
•* they make no doubt but that the lieal of your Society, and the 
" increafe of your numbers, will foon do away the ftigma 
^ thrown on your town by the unjuffifiable behaviour of a 
« Church axid King mob. We are entirely of your opinion 
" with regard to the lieceflity of a general union i and we be- 
" lieve, as you do,, that when once the country (hall have fo 
*« united, the Neroii of the day will be foYced to yield to the 
^ juft demand of a long and fore opprefled people 
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." With pleafurc we accq>t your prafiered corrd^ndenctf'^ 
•* and carneftly beg of you to let us hear from your Society by 
** every opportunity. We wifli likewife you would point out to* 
^y us fome fafe mode of conveyance for fuch informations and 
^^ publications as we may think neceflary to be tranfinitted to you. 
** The poft we no ways rely on, as many of our letters have 
" already been intercepted. 

. *^ If any of the members of your Society (hould have occafioQ to 
<^ vifit this metropolis, we hope you will not let him come witb- 
<' out a letter from you, and that while they ftay here they will 
^< frequently affift at the meetings of our feveral divifions, aftd ; 
^ by thus aflbciating, commence an union which we hope foon ' 
" to fee fpread itfelf all over Britain. 

■ ** We will not enter into a detail of our grievances ; we are ' 

^. equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly con- 

^ vinced, that nothing (hort of annual parliaments and univerfat ' 

<< fuflfrage can reftore to us that degree of civil liberty we are ' 

«< juftly entitled to, &c. &c. 

"M. M. C. 

« To Mr. T. Kilmifter, Secretary to the Birming- 
^< ham Society for Conftitutional Information." 

Mr Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

[// was read,] 

*' The Political Societies of Norwich to the Secretary of the 
" London Correfponding Society. 

Indorfed, " Received the 25th of June, 17935 aitfwercd At 
«2Sthof July, 1793. 
"Sir, 

** I lately received your letter from Mr. — , dated 

<< April 22, which, through multiplicity of bufinefs, we have , 
** omitted to anfwer— hope you will excufe the delay. We alio . 
" received your friendly letter, prior to that, wherein you ftated 
<< three propofitions : Firft, a petition to his Majefty, or to 
<< Parliament, or a National Convention! and ordered one of 
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^ our Committee to aniwer it. Should be glad if you will in- 
•« form me whether it was attended to ; I gave my opinion on 
•* the fubjcft to the Conftitutional Soriety of London^ and 
*• found their ideas congenial to my own, viz. An addrefs to 
•• the King— futile ; a petition to Parliament (as a conquered 
•* people) — tolerable ; a National Convention (if circumftances 
^' admitted}— >beft of all. To what an alarming crifis are we 
** arrived !— the junto is formed and eftablifhed— the people be- 
•« come a prey, and (to adopt die phrafe of an Hibernian apof«i 
^ tate) aretteated as a Swinifli Multitude^ e xcejpt the privilege 
^ of fattening' Wars muft commence at die caprice of indi* 
•• viduals ; people torn from their. houfes to be butchered ; wind- 
^ mills muft be attacked, at the rifk of being carried over and 
•• dafhed to atoms ; the nation drained of its fuftenance to fup- 
V port a league, &c. &c. &c. Many epithets may with great 
*« propriety be applied, excepting fuch as Fox, Sheridan, Grey, 
<* Erikine, Lanfdowne, Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine, Prieftley, 
<^ Tooke, Wharton, Macleod, Barlow, Mackintoib, Cooper, 
^< befides many who have fuffered under the iron hand of, &c. 
** and when the people have complained, and humbly requefted 
*• a removal of abufes, they have been treated with infult. 
•• Alas! where is the Majefty of the People? An indifferent 
•* obferver would fuppofe it to center in ftars and garters, rib- 
*< bons, and coftly apparel, palaces, coaches and horfes, with all 
^ the trumpery of puerile amufements ; and were it not for 
*^ their accurfed confeqtiences, we could bear with it ; but when 
•* we confider how many fweat, and toil, and ftarve, to fup- 
*^ port it, how can we be perfuaded but that there is a contrivance 
^\ between the land owners and the merchant to hold the peo- 
*^ pie in vaflalage ? for they eat up .die people as they eat bread ; 
'* the influence of the ariftocracy and hierarchy is become very 
*^. alarming, for they have abforbed and fwallowed up the people ; 
^ but a rumour is fpread from the South, and it is terrible to 
<^ tyrants ; it ftings their mind-^t galls their flelh— 4nd like 
<^,Pafliur, are a terror to themfelves, left the people ihould 

*<; a&rt their rights. 

•< Yours, &c. 

«* H, Buckle.'* 
^ Plcafc to direa to H. Buckle.** 

S 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Gar row. We now propofc to read aa anfwer to the hft 
letter, found in the pofTefSon of the prifoner, 
Mr* IfauT^urh I found this paper in Mr, Hard/s houTe. 
[// was read.] 

** London iff A ofyuly^ 17934 
^* Fellow Citizen, 
^* The London Correfponding Society have received, and 
^*read with pleafure, your letter of the 25th of June; hut the 
^ anfwer which you mention to have been made to our three 
** queftions has not yet come to hand. We Iball be glad to be 
^* informed in your next, whether it was ever put in Ui^ P<A# 
^« office. 

" With regard to the queftions . themfelves^ however iiullvif 
^' duals may have made up their minds on them, the public 
^^ feemed ipoft to approve the mode of petitioning Rarliaikie&t,' 
♦< We accordingly acquiefced, and fent in a petition fignedby 
*^ near.^jOOQ perfons. With this letter you will receive a copy 
ff of it; and with its fate you are doubtlefs not unacquainted. 

** While we agree with you, that the people are treated like 
^^ fwine, we are forced to acknowledge, that fome among them, 
*' froip their flqth ^nd ignorance, fcarccly deferye better uCige j- 
♦* however, unceafingly labouring to meliorate their conditiou 
^' as well 2l% our own, and convinced that 4 thorough Parlia- 
f* mentary Reform is the only means of effe<£luating it, we- 
S^ firmly purfue our purpofe, and in the moft confpicuous man- 
♦* ner ; under the eye of the court, in the middle of the metror 
^^.poljs, and in the very neft of place and penfion hornets, the' 
f'- Tavern where Reeves, the tool of the junto, holds his inqui- 
f^ fitorial tribun^, have lately held a general meeting of the 
f* Society, fenj: forth an addrefs to the nation> and entered into 
f ' fome fpirited refolutions ; aiewxopies of which we defire you ' 
i^ to accept, and {)romulgate as far and as wide as you can ; at ' 
f* the fame time reft aflured, that the firmncfs difplayed therein 
4^ js not confined to word$, but that on every occafion our So« 
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^^ cicty win be found forcmoft in aflerting and recovering the 
" liberties of their country. 

** Exhorting you, therefore, to throw afide all unavaihng 
** complaint, we wifh you to occupy yourfelves in inftrufting 
** the people, in introducing and maintaining order and regu- 
*' larity in your own Society, and in forming a junfiion with 
*« all others affociated for the fame purpofe throughout the 
^ nation, by keeping up a conftant correfpondence with them ; 
** but, above all, orderly and courageoufly preparing yourfelf 
^ for the ^vent; for as it is natural to fuppofe that thofe who 
" now prey on the public will not willingly yield up their cnjoy- 
^ments, nor repo^flefs us of our rights without a ftruggle, 
** which by their behaviour in Ireland we have fome reafon to 
^^ think they are meditating, and perhaps may intend to efFedt 
** by means of thofe vtry foreign Mercenaries who are now paid 
" by. the fweat of our brow, and whom, under fome plaufible 
^' pretence, it would be no difficult matter to land on our 
« ihore. It may be moi'c advantageous to humanity to fliew 
"" them at firA, that their opponents are neither mob nor rabble, 
'* but an indignant oppreiTed peof^Ie, in whom is not yet entirely 
♦« cxtinft the valour of their' forefathers. 

** Union and increafe being then our only refources, let us 
** diligently exert ourfelves therein with zeal and patience, re- 
*^ moving ignorance and prejudice with firmnefs, and a confident 
^' behaviour ; encouraging thofe who join us; and above all, avoid- 
** ing little bickerings among ourfelVeS, ever difcountenancing 
«< felfifli jealoufies and private animofities, and cordially joining 
«< with heart and hand in the common caufe. 

** Your neighbourhood muft feverely feel the dreadful cohfe- 
« quences of an iniquitous, depopulatirig, and ruiHOu^ war; but 
" you are riot the only fufferers. Fi'om various parts of the 
<* country we learn, that the war abroad has already fpread de- 
•* folation at home ; yet fuch is the blindnefs of fome folks, that 
" they talk of its being continued for y^rs. Peace we wifh to 
«< all men ; but to fuch fnends deftrudHon. Let us hear from 
^ you fooh, and let our future correfpondence be more regular. 

S 4 ^^ We 
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^ We are, with /inccrlty, fellow citizen, for. the London Cor- 
** refponding Society, as 

•* Your Friends and Fellow Labourers, 
" For the good of our country, 

** M. M. 

Mr. Erjkhie. My Lord, I fhould wifli to put a queftion— the 
anfwer to which, indeed, I already forefee — whether my firiends 
acrofs the table think there will be any probability of their 
being able to finifh their evidence within a time that human 
nature is equal to pay attention to it ; becaufe if net, to be fure 
your Lord/hips will be under the necefTity of taking fome ftep 
to hear this extraordinary caufc in a manner confiftently with 
that juftice which is due both to the Crown and to the prifoncr. 
I confefs, that for one, I do not feel myfelf at all fatigued, and 
am extremely ready to go on, and to remain here any length of 
time which my duty to the prifoner can pofSbly require ; but 
if the evidence on the part of the Crown fhould go on to foch 
an extent as that it would be impoffible either for your Lord- 
fhips or the Jury to give any further attention, (and yourLord- 
fliips and the Jury are but men) then the prifoner's defence 
could not poflibly be heard ; therefore, I fhould humbly fuggeft, 
if your Lordfhips find it is in your power to put this into any 
train, — I would afk my learned friends, whether they can finifh 
their evidence to-night ? 

Mr. Bower. It is impoffible. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. What is your own judgment as to 
the courfe we ought to purfue ? Mr. Attorney General, have 
you nearly concluded your evidence ? 

Mr. Attorney General. Not half. 

Mr. Erjkine. It is very material for us that the Jury fhould 
♦hear 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. As to what is now hinted at, it is 
matter of very great importance to the public juflice of the coun- 
try in every view of it. It is undoubtedly a general rule, that 
there is to be no adjournment and no feparation of the Jury after 
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the evidence is entered upon^ until the Jury have given their 
verdi£l. That is a rule which I (hall never willingly depart from, 
nor everconfent to depart from but in a cafe of extreme neceffity, 
and where therefore the neceifity of the csSe will juftify a devia- 
tion from the &nGt rule of law. 

I think the neceffity does exift in every cafe in which it (hall 
appear that the caufe will go into fuch a length that the attention 
of a Jury cannot be kept alive to it throughout, without the 
affiftance of fome refrefhment; and where, from that length, 
they cannotk>have that affiftance from the Court, which by law 
they are entitled to have; provided that neceffity, therefore, is 
apparent in this cafe, I fhould certainly readily incline to enter 
into a confideration of the queftion, whether we can, and, if we 
can, whether we oug^t to adjourn ; and in what way it may be 
done. 

I know that, in point of hAy there was an adjournment in one 
criminal cafe; but that was a mifdemeanor : there was a doubt 
ftarted whether in that cafe, though the Court adjourned, the Jury 
fhould not be kept together. I have not been able to learn with any 
certainty what the fa£t was; but there is one circumftance from 
whence I do conclude tRat, in truth, the Jury could not have 
been keptftogether during the whole of that time, becaufe the ad- 
journment there was over an entire day at two different times in 
the courfe of the hearing of that caufe ; and I have no imagina- 
tion that the Jury were kept together during all that time, unleft 
the adjournment over the day was only for a few hours ; but it is 
fo long ago, that few people remember how it was ; I conceive 
that, under that adjournment, the Jury muft have been allowed 
to feparate. 

I am not fatisfied that, in ftrid law, there is a clear di(lin£tion 
between^he cafe of allowing a Jury to feparate in a mifdemeanor 
and in a capital cafe. I believe the rule of law is the fame ; and I 
am inclined to think that the ftrift rule was, that, even in a civil 
cafe, the Jury could not feparate after the cafe was once gone into. 

In the 14. , Harry VH. there was a queftion debated in the 
Exchequer Chamber (it is in the year book) upon the effeft of 
the J4iry having, in confequence of a violent ftorm to which they 
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were cxpofed, feparatcd for a time ; they afterward^ returned 
again, and dtflivered their vcrdlf^. But the principal doubt that 
arofe in that cafe, was^he circumftance ofa Juryman haTing taken 
fom'e refrefliment from the hand of a friend of one oF the parties; 
however, that queftion never was decided ; and I do not know 
that there is any other cafe in which the queiKto- his* been muchr 
Cohftdlered : therefore, if the Counfel for the ptifoher niiake tbe 
application to the Cour(! upon the ground Of a neceflity int^efiw 
sng to the prifoner^ and if the Counfel for the profeciition confent 
to that application upon ftich grounds as are prot>er -to infiuence 
the judgment of the profecutor, it feems to m* that, in fomc way 
or other, it would be right that an adjournment ffiould take place. 
I (hould have no diiEculty with regard to the Court ; the diffi- 
culty that occurs to my mind is with regswd 'to the reparation of 
tbe Jury. Regularly, and properly, and agreeably to the ancieilit 
'courfe, the Jury ought to be kept together. 

There are a great number of civil cafes in the old books v^ere 
the Jury could not agree, or fomething happened in the courfe of 
the caufe that made it neceffary for the Court to be cbhfulted be- 
fore the caufe could proceed* The praftice wis where the Jury 
wasfent for from the country to Weftminfter Hall, there' a hoftd 
was provided for them, and they were always fent back to their 
hoftel ; there they were attended by an officer, and kept from all 
communication : but modern times have totally changed the 
habits of bufmefs, and there are hardly ahy traces of that now 
left, and that fort of thing is imprafticable. 

I made fome inquiry what might be done (the fubjefl-, you fee, 
was not totally out of my thoughts) if it (hould fo happen that the 
neceffities of public juftice fliould extort from us a departure 
from the general rule ; and the Sheriffs, who have been always 
difpofcd to do what is right for them to do, and to give' us all the 
^fliftance that is poffible, did promife that they wouldf endea- 
vour to accommodate the Jury in this houfe: whether that can 
be done, or whether we can depart even from that ftriftnefs, and 
fuffer the Jury to go to their own houfes, upon the application of 
the prifoner and the confent of the profecutor, taking their word 
of honour that they would have no communication with any 
body upon the fubjc£t of this caufe j that is a queftion upon which 
7 I (hould 
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I fliould much, wifli to hear what my brothers have to fay, after 
- afking the queftion again of the Sheriff, what can be done here ? 

Mr. Sheriff Eamtr. My colleague and I have made the beft 
provifipft the plad5 wilt admit; we have prepared a room and 
beds. 

Lfird Chief Jujike Eyre. It is a diftrcfling thing to put the 
Jury into thefc circumftances, which I fliould be ferry for, but it 
is better than fitting up for three daj^s and two night?, which, for 
any thing lean fee, muft be the cafe, I am very ready to take 
my (hare of the fatigue, but my apptehenfion is, that the caufe 
cannot be fo effectually tried as it would be if the Court and 
Jury had the refrefhment of food and refl. 

Mr. Erjkine. It is impoffible to figure to one's felf a more 
delicate fituation than that which we hold who fland as Counfel 
for a perfon who is upon trial for^his life : at the fame time, my 
Lord, I can have no difficulty in faying that I (hould think the 
prifoner at the bar perfeftly fecure in taking the folemn word of 
honour of each Gentleman upon the Jury that he would not be 
approached (as no Gentleman upon the Jury would be approached) 
by any man living upon the fubje<9: of the caufe : and I am very 
furethat, if I could not depend upon the word of honour of each 
Gentleman of that Jury, in fulfilment of that pledge, I fhould ad- 
drcfs them to very little purpofe, even upon their oath. I (hall 
recommend, as. to the prifoner at the bar, to give that indulgence 
to the Gentlemen, under the very peculiar circuniftances of the' 
cafe« 

I^ord Chief Juftice Eyre. I think it is not fimply that he may 
give that indulgence, I think he muft afk it as neceffary ;p his' 
defence. 

Mr. Erjkine. I certainly advife him to afk it, I arte it upon 
the difference of being in this houfe or going to their homes. 
The Gentlemen feem to have paid very great attention to this 
caufe hitherto \ it is my earnefl wifh they may do fo throughout, 
to the evidence on the part of the Crown as well as to the evi- 
dence on Ihe part of the defendant ; and 1 am willing that they 
ihall be as free as air, with the fingle rcftridion, that they will not 
f^^qr thcmfelve? to be approached in the way qf influence j and 
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the Gentlemen Vf\\\ not think it much that that flionld be re^ 
"^quired, confidering the very peculiar nature of this cafe. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. The reafon why the Jury flkniQ 
never feparate was, that they fliould not give in their verdift 
under any improper impreilion ; but if that (hould fuperinduce m 
utter impoffibility that juftice could be done either by the Jury or 
the Bench ; nay, by the witnefles poffibly, whofe recolledioo^ if 
they fit up for many hours, muft be extremely imperfed : and if 
the Gentlemen at the bar cannot do juftice to their clients oneidicr 
fide,— if that is the cafe, and juftice cannot be done, you muft 
look to the prifoner, his cafe requires equal regard. The pro&cu- 
tor's evidence had the opportunity of being heard when the Juiy 
were frefh ; now, if they are incapacitated to attend to his cafe 
in the way that his cafe requires, juftice will not be done to hioL 

If we are under the abfolute necef&ty of departing in fome degree 
from the ftri£l rule, I think we (hould depart as little as poffihle; 
and, therefore, I confefs the only hefitation in my mind is be- 
tween the Jury's being accommodated here and their going bome 
to their own houfes : I have a great deal of difficulty, I owiii 
about that. 

Mr. Erjkine. I wilh to be underftood that it was a matter of 
great indifference to me, and it only arofe from a defire I had in 
my mind that the Jury fliould not be deprived of going' home to 
their own families for want of a confent from me, and I am per- 
fuaded I hazard nothing by that confent. 

Mr. Garrow, We have the fame anxious defire, provided it 
can be done confiflent with the rules of law, that the Jury may 
be accommodated. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. If the Jury live at a great diftancf, 
they might rather choofe to fleep here. 

. One of the Jury. I live at Marybone, and am rather an inva- 
lid, but I would rather go home. 

Several of the Juryfaid they wijhed to go home. 

Mr. Baron Hotham. Mr. Erfkine ftated himfelf to be in a 
very delicate fituation, which he certainly is 5 and it is impoffible 
for him not to fee that the Court alfo are in a very delicate fitua- 
tion; 
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tion ; becaufe, as to ourfelves, if the adjournment is to take 
place, every body knows chat there is no reafon why we ihouid 
be kept in this houfe; we may go to our refpedive homes; at 
the fame time,, there never has beep an inftancc of a Jury fepa- 
rating, and going away, in the manner that is now propofed. I 
confefs I think that there may be very ferious confequences from 
it. As to the neceiHty, I think nobody can reHft it ; it is evi- 
dent that the trial muft go to fuch a length, that it cannot be 
pi'oceeded upon fefely without fome fort of an adjournment of 
that kind : but I do forefee very ferious difficulties hereafter, as 
well as perhaps in this very cafe, in Gentlemen going home, 
and feparating themfelves. It is a very delicate and unplealant 
fituation to be obliged to fay to Gentlemen that thejr muft be 
ke^t here all night ; but really, if I am forced to fpeak, I think 
that they ought not to feparate. 

Afr, fufltci Buller. Here is an Alderman who remembers the 
trial of Bet Canning; he informs me that, to his knowledge, 
the Jury went home during that trial. 

Mr. Alderman Newman, I remember it perfc£Hy well ; I fpent 
the evening with one of the Jury. * 

. Lord Chiefjujiice Eyre. Do you think you arc able to go on 
all night ? if you do go on all night we fhall make but a certain 
progrefs, and I am afraid we (hall.be in no condition to purfue 
our bufinefs to-morrow. 

Mr. JuJIice Buller. I underftand the Sheriffs have beds pre- 
pared here for all the Jury. 

Mr. Sheriff Earner. There are beds and mattrafles prepared. 

■Lord Chiefjujiice Eyre. The rule of law is clear beyond all 
doubt ; at the fame time, the neceffity of public juftice arifes 
diftindly and vifibly, and is felt by a)l mankind : in my appre- 
henfion, that will juftify a departure firom the ftrif): rule, but it 
will only juftify that departure as far as the neceffity goes, and 
thei-e the difficulty is : but, to be fure, if the Jury can be accom- 
modated, and can have that refrefliment which is necefTary to go 
on, without feparating, then the neceffity I have been fpeaking 
of does not carry them through the whole cafe of being allowed 
to. feparate. As there is no doubt in any body's mind about it, 

we 
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we muft defire the SherifFs to give the Jury all the dccoitiniocbi 
tion they can furniOi thcrti with, and we maft defirc of them to 
fubmit to a difficulty which I am very forry is impofed upod 
them, but which I do not fee any means of avoiding* Bailifs 
muft be fworn to attend the Jury. The Counfcl for die pri* 
foner will obferve, that the record muft be made up as of the 
fiirft day of the trial. 

Mr. Erjkine. Be it fo^ in the moft emphatical way, for the 
purpofes of law and juftice. 

Four Bailiffs werejivom to attend the yury* 

Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, all this immenfe body of papers has 
been feized, and been a long time in the hands of the officers 
of the Crown— We applied to fee them, but were refufed*-* 
we applied to the Privy Council, and were refufed — we were 
referred to your Lordfliip, becaufe they knew your Lordfliip 
could not grant fuch a requeft«^-we are therefore here with all 
thefe papers tumbled upon our heads without the leaft oppor* 
tunity of examining them, and yet from this mafs of papers^ 
which the Attorney General took nine hours to read^ the aft 
of compaffing the King's death is to be coUef^ed* From a view 
of the whole, I truft your Lordftiips will be difpofed to indulge 
me— indeed I fliall expeft, in juftice to the prifoner, that I 
may have an opportunity, before I addrefs the Jury upon this 
mafs of evidence, to know what is in it, becaufe your Lord* 
fhips muft very well know that, though taking all the pains I 
can to look at it as it is read, yet it is quite impoflible for the 
human mind to take xt in, or form any idea of it, without an 
hour or two at leaft (for I fhould not require more) to take it 
into confideration. When I look acrofs the table, and fee I am 
addreiling myfelf to honourable gentlemen of the profeffiony 
who know the (Ituation I am in, I cannot doubt their confent-* 
and the reafon I mention it now is, that there may not be any 
inconvenience to your Lordfbip in praying this upon the 
fudden. 

I declare, upon my honour, as far as relates to myfelf and 
my Friend who is affigned as Counfel for the Prifoner, we have 
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no deHgn whatever to tfefpafo upon the time and patience of the 
Court, and your Lordfhtps have feen to-day how little of youf 
time we have confumed-i^we have no defire upon earth, I ap- 
peal to God in it,* but to do our beft, to do juftice to the 
perfon your Lordihfp has afHgned us Counfel for. 

• Lord Chief Jujiici Eyre. We fliall certainly be difpofed to 
giv§ the Counfel for the Prifoner all reafonable opportunity to 
make the bed defence the nature of the cafe iS capable of. I ob-> . 
fcrvc the greater number of papers that have been read, and the 
moft important as yet, are papers that are printed, and before 
us, therefore, there can be no difficulty as to them, for I have 
no doubt that the printed papers have been very well considered 
—To-morrow we flxall fee wliat the papers will be^ if there 
are any which appear to us, or fhall appear to you, to be papers 
, that require a careful calling your eye over before you prepare 
for your defence, I fhall certainly propofe to the Court that you 
ihould have a reafonable opportunity for fo doing. 

J/r. Erjkine. Thofe that, are printed are thrown tog^ther^ 
your Lordfbip mufl obferve, in a flrange way. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. With rcfpecft to the complaint 
of the Privy Council, there is no inftance, I believe, of their 
ever fufFering fuch a communication. 

Mr. Erjkine* I am not complaining of the Privy Council— 
we were referred by the Privy Council to the Crown, and by 
the Crown to your Lordfhip< 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I do not think it poffible for the 
Court to have interfered upon any ground. It is one thing to 
permit the prifoner to fee tl>e evidence that is to be made ufe of 
*againfl him, and it is another thing, if it fhould fo happen, 
that in the feizing of his papers there are papers not fit to be 
made ufe of againft him, but that are neceflary for his defence, 
that fuch papers fhould have been feen ; in that cafe, I appre- 
hend that upon an application to the Privy ^Council or the Se- 
cretary of State, that they would do what public juflice requires— 
order accefs to fuch papers. The papers which are to be produced 
by the profecutor, a prifoner never has by law, nor ought to 

have, 
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have, an opportunity of examining till they are produced la 
evidence* Papers that are not necefiary for the profecutionibut 
neceflary for bis defence, come under a very different predica- 
ment, and I think the rule held upon thenf would be very dif- 
ferent. 

Mr. Law, The papers in the cafe of Mr. Sayre had been 
feized, and the Chief Juftice (aid, give notice of the papers you 
want, and move for- them. 

L^ri Chief Juftice Eyre* If you afked to look at thofe papers 
which were intended to be produced againft you, I do not 
think that was right* 

Mr. Gihhs. We afked to look, at that book, that we might 
fee what papers were neceflary for our defence. 

LQri Chief Juftice Eyre* I believe we had better not difcufs 
the thing now. 

Je$oumed (it now being a quartew pqft 12 o'ckck on Tuejiey 
morning) to eight o^cbck. 



SESSION- 



( a6i ) 

SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY, 

tVednefday^ O^ober 29th. 

PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 

Lord Chief Baron M ACDON ALD ; 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER 5 

Mr. Juftice GROSE ; 

And others his Majefty's Juftices, &c. 

Thomas Hardy fet to the bar, 

Mr. John GurnelL I found this letter among the prifoner's 
papers. 

[// was read,'] 

** Dear Sir, London^ the $th OSir. 1793. 

" With pleafure I perufe your favour of the ad inft. but as 
" yet have fccn nor heard nothing of the two copies of Mr. 
" Muir's trial, which you mention as being fent to the Society 
** and myfelf ; be kind enough, notwithftanding, to return that 
" gentleman thanks for his polite attention, and affure him, that 
** we view him in the light of a martyr to freedom as well as Mr. 
*^ Palmer, and that our warmeft hopes are, that the oppreflbrs 
** of mankind will either be aihamed or afraid of carrying their 
^^ revengeful malice into execution. 

" The general Convention which you mention, appears to Mr* 
* Margarot (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) 
** and myfelf to be a very excellent meafure ; and as fuch, I 
** could wi/h you without delay to communicate it officially to our 
^ Society, without any ways mentioning that you had written 
" to me privately. I^ in your official letter, you fliould require 
^ of us to fend a deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt 
^ but our Society would with pleafure accept d)c iavit^ion ; and 
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" I am pcrfuadcd it would do much good. Our freedom^ as 
w you juftly obfcrve, depends entirely upon ourfelvcs, and upon 
" our availing ourfelves of this opportunity, which, once loft, 
** may not be fo foon recovered. I am glad to difcover by your 
" tcftimony, that I was not miftaken in the high opinion I al- 
" wajrs had of Lord Daer's patriotifm ; a title may be a bar to 
^^ difmterefted patriotifm, but it fecms, he has evinced it not to 
^ be an infuperable one. 

^^ You are right, it is true« that we have had another general 
** meeting, at which a haftily compofed, and fuddenly produced 
*' Addrefs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be 
'^ prefented, but on a cool revifal, the (aid addrefs being founl 
i ** to be more ill-natured than fpirited^ more dangerous initt 
^J\ *' language than advantageous in its obje(^» befides being too 
*' long, the Committee, with the approbation of the Society, 
•* have adopted another much fafer, more appofite, and rcladng 
" folely to the war — inclofed you have a copy of it. . But you 
'* was mifinformed, when you was told we pafied any refolutioo 
«* at that meeting, for we only came to one, and that rather of 
*' a private nature, namely, that the conduft of Sir James 
•* Saunderfon in preventing the meeting of the London Cor- 
" refponding Society at the Globe Tavern, Fleet-ftreet, was 
** of fuch a nature as to place him below our cenfure.— Dear 
•' Sir, pleafe to write to the Society as foon as poflible, officially. 
** I am, moft fmcerely, 

** Your fellow-labourer, 

** And well-wifher, 

" Thomas Hardy. 

" P. S. Mr. Margarot defires to be remembered to you in 
*' the moft afFtiSiionate manner. Do not in future, on the ad- 
•* drefs of your letters to me, mention any thing of the London 
•* Correfponding Society, for it was a thoufand to one that I 
" received that letter by poft." 

" Mr. Wm. Skirving, Head of the 
" Horfe Wynde, Edinburgh." 

Mr. Thomas Maclean. I found this letter at Mr, Adams's. 
Mr. W0od to Alexander Grant. Look at the indojfemcnt on 

this 
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this Icttei'. Do yoU believe that 16 be the prifoncr*s hand- 
writing ? 

J. The indorfement is.—" T*o be returned to the Committee 
« on'Thurfday next/'— I believe that is Mr, Hardy^s hand^ 
writing. 

[// was read.] 

" Brother Hardy, Edinburgh^ Osf. 5th, 1793. 

** The letter and this paper will explain themfelves. I was at 

«* a meetiig on thd day this rtifentibns, and the determination of 

•* the aflociation are univerfal fufFrages and annual parliaments, 

*' and it was the unanimous deHre and wifh of that meeting, 

«* that two perfons, if poffible, Ihould be fent from our Society 

** in England, as delegates, to meet our dear northern friends 

*< in the enfuing convention. I muft earneftly defire the faiJ 

*^ wi(h of oar friends here may be complied^ with, as it will add 

*• to the dignity of our aflbciation in particular, and to the con- 

•* vention in general, and will further the common caufe much, 

•* iti a way the jadgriient of our aflociation muft hit upon, with- 

'^ out any c)cplartation of mine. If ariy perfon could be elected 

■*• of found principles, a deaf underftanding fpeaker, with a long 

** head and a good warm heart in the cauf6 of freedom, having 

*• it in view, atid not his own aggrandizement, fuch a delegate 

•* would be of great fervice. If fuch a one i§ chofen, he muft 

•* be here by the twenty-ninth day of this month, as the conven- 

*« tion meets on that day » and if my poor feeble efforts will be 

•• of any ferviqe to the convention as the other delegate, the 

•• London Correfponding Society may command me for the 

** fupport of their interefts as far as I arh capable ; but thofe of 

** you who know me, know I am no fpeaker, much lefs an 

** orator, but this I will fay^ my heart lies in the right place, 

^ and hates and abhors all defpots. Pleafc to communicate this 

" to our friends, and let me know the Society's deterniination, 

*' if they will honour me with their confidence* I am often 

** with our friend Muir ; he bears his confinement with a forti- 

" tude of foul, infpired with the genius of liberty; he is well. 

« I have much to fay, but I muft leave oflF. This letter wilh be 

• •• delivered by my fervant, which muft have a fpeedy anfwei*, 

T 2 ** becaufe 
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^< becaufe of the approaching meeting here* £very thing cf 
<^ moment I will communicate to you from time to time; and 
<^ wiihing defirudtion to all human butchers, and fuccelis to aE 
" friends of liberty, » 

" I remain, brother Hardy, 

^^ Yours to command, 

"A. Calender.** 
" My fervacit will flicw you my direiSion." 

Mr. William ScotU (Sworn.) 
Examined hy Mr. Wood. 

^ Where did you find this paper ? 

jf. It was found among the papers of William Skirving, Se^ 
cretary to the convention at Edinburgh. 

Alexander Grant faid he believed it to be tbf pnJoner*s baad' 
writing, 

[It was read."] 

" Dear Sir, London^ 25th Q^r. 1793. 

^ Accoirding to promife, I have this day to acquaint joi^ 
*' that we had yefterday a general meeting of the L<»idon Corr 
<< refponding Society, for the purpofe of takitng into confi4enr 
^^ tion your kind invitation to fend two delegates to the conveor 
<< tion which is to be held in Edinburgh. The Society have for 
^^ that purpofe made choice of Maurice Margarot and Joieph 
<< Gerrald, who will both be with you ibortly, and will deliver 
*' into your convention their vouchers of delegation. For the 
<^ recital of the curious incidents attendant on oimt genend 
^^ meeting> I refer you to the delegates themfelve$» 
" I am, moft fincerely, 

^^ Your refpe<Stful friend and well-wiiher, 
« Thomas Hardt.'' 
** No. 9, Piccadilly. 
« Mr. Wm. Skirving, head of the 
*' Horfe Wynde, Edinburgh." 

Jl^* Wood to Mr. William Scott. Where was this paptr 
found 2 

AM 
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A^ It was fottnd among Skirving's papers. 

Mr. Gibbs. You found this yourfelf, I fuppoie* 

jf. I did tlot. 

^. Theh you Ihould not have anfwered in that manner. 

j/.' The queftion was put in fuch a way thit I thought I was 
bbutid to give a dire£t anfwer. I will explain the circumftdhce. 
On the 4th of December, the proceedings of the Convention 
had attradled the notice of thofe in Edinburgh who. had the 
charge of the police — 

Mr. Gibbs. We do hot want all this ; we only want to 
know whether you faw this found, or (aw it in his pofleffion ? 

J. I did not fee it. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. What do you know about the paper ? 

A. A warrant was ifTued at my inftance ; the papers found in 
his pofTeiCon were put into two bags and fealed up ; the bags 
were brought fealed from Skirving's lodgings to the office where 
he was examined. 

Lord Chief Ju/lice ^yre. Where was you at that time ? 

A. I was prefent in the office when he was examined. 

Lord Chief JuJHce Eyre. Then the firft time you faw any 
thing of this paper was when it was produced at the office by a 
perfon who brought it in a fealed bag : is it fo ? 

ji. Yes. 

Mr* Wood. And opened in the prefence of Skirving ? 

A. Yes. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. He has proved, that upon a war- 
rant having iffiied to apprehend Skirving there was a fealed bag 
brought to the office^ Skirving was prefent, and that fealed bag 
was opened, and the letter was produced. 

^ ("to Alexander Grant,) Look at the fignature to this 
paper ; do you believe that to be the prifoner's hand- writing ? 

A, Yes, I believe it is. 

^ Do you know any of the other fignatures ? 

^. I do not. 

[// was read.] 

** Articles of inftruftion given to Citizen Jofeph Gerrald, dele- 
" gate from the London Correfponding Society to the enfuing 

T 3 " Convention 
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** Convention in.£4!"burgh, for the purpofe of obbnumg a 

*• thorough parliamentary reform. 

" I ft. He (hall on no account depart from the original ohjcft 
<^ and principles of this Society, namely, the obuining annual 
*^ parliaments and univerfal fuSrage by ratioi^al and lawful meani* 

<< 2d^ He is dire£ted to fupport the opinion, that reprefenta- 
^ tives in parliament ought to be paid by thek conftituents. 

«f 3d. That the eledion of (heriffs ought to be reftored to 
" the people, 

'^ 4th. That juries ought to be chofen by lot. 

" 5th. That aftive means ought to be ufed to make every 
^ man acquainted with the rights and duties of a juryman. 

** 6th. That the liberty of the prefs muft at all events be fup- 
^^ ported, and that the publication of political truths can never 
^ be criminal. 

" 7th. That it is the duty of the people to refift any afi of 
^ parliament repugnant to the original principles of the confti- 
** tution, as would be every attempt to prohibit aiTociations for 
*' the purpofe of reform. 

^^ 8th. That this Society, confidering all party names and 
<^ diftindiions as hoftile to the general welfare, do abfolutely re- 
^^ &vi£t their delegate from afTuming or accepting any thing of 
^^ that nature. 

" 9th. That this Society further require, that the delegate 
<^ {hall be pundual and frequent in his cprrefpondence with this 
** Society. 

Rd. Hodgsok, Chairman. 
<* General Meeting, Thos. Hardy, Secretary.'^ 

"24th oar. 1793." 
*< Inftrudions to Citizen Gerrald, 
** London Correfponding Society, No. 3.'* 

Mr. Wood to Mr. William Scott. Were thefe papers found 
in the fame manner ? 
A. Yes, both thefe were found at the lame time. 

Ahxanitt 
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Alexander Grant Jaii he believed this to be the priJoner*s ftgndn 
ture. 

{They were read,] 

f* At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
** held at Citizen Briellat's, Hackney-road, 24th 0&. 1793. 

** This IS to certify, that Maurice Margaret was this day 
** duly elefted a delegate to reprefent this Society at the enfuing 
^ Convention to be held at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of ob- 
*' taining a thorough reform in the parliamentory reprefentatioa 
«' of Great Britain, 

"Richard Hodgson, Chairman. 

** Thomas Hardy, Secretary." 

f^ Certificate to Citizen Margarot, London Correfponding 
Society* 
« Mr. Wm. Skirving. 
^* Certificate of Citizen Margarot." 

** At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
^^ held at Citizen Breillat's, Hackney-road, 24th 0&. 1793* 

** This is to certify, that Jofcph Gerrald was this day duly 
^^ ele£led a delegate to reprefent this Society at the enfuing Con- 
^^ vention to be held in Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining 
^< a thorough reform in the parliamentary reprefentatlon of 
** Great Britain, 

*^ Richard Hodgsqk, Chairman. 
** Thomas Hardy, Secretary." 
^ Citizen Gerrald's Commiffion, London Correfponding So^ 
ciety. Signed Thomas Hardy. 
« Mr. Wm, Skirving. 
«* Certificate of Citizen Gerrald.'* 

Mr. fyilliam Scott. Thefc papers were found in the fame 
way, and at the fame time. 

Alexander Grant f aid he believed the Jignatures to be the prijhner*i 
l^andrwriting. 

T4 [They 
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[They were read.] 

" Fellow Citizens, London^ Nov. 8, I793# 

*' I duly received your favour of the 4th ifvftant, and laid it bc- 

•• fore the Committee of Delegates lalt night, who were anxioufly 

<^ waiting for intelligence from Edinburgh, and were well fiitisfied 

** with the agreeable account of the great number and zeal of the 

" friends of freedom in Scotland. That part of your letter which 

*' mentions your vifiting different towns in Scotland, for the pur- 

^^ pofe of promoting the caufe, they were pleafcd with the idea, 

^ but they thought that it could not be put in practice on ac- 

" count of the necefTary fupplies, which come in but very (lowly. 

** It is to be mentioned in the different divifions. We have 

" elefted J. Baxter (by ballot) ^s Chairman of the Committee 

*' for the remainder of the quarter. We hare alfo appointed a 

*' Committee of Conltitution, feparate from the Committee of 

<< Delegates ; one member is chofen from each diviflon, to meet 

'< on this night for the firft time, and to be totally uneoiuieded 

'* with the Committee of Delegates. We ftill increafe in num- 

^' ber, and the addrefs to the King to put an end to the war is or* 

<( dered to be advertifed to receive fignatures in the Courier, 

" Chronicle, Ayres*s Sunday Gazette ; afterwards by hand-bills, 

*< &c. Wc have opened a corrcfpondence with a new Society at 

^' Briflol. I have to inform you of the wifli of the Society that 

<* you would favour them with the number of Delegates in the Con- 

.<< vention, and the number from England alfo, and how the civil 

" and military power relifhes your meeting ; and that you would 

<< fend fuch a report from the Convention as might appear in the 

" newfpapers in London. Send me an Edinburgh Gazetteer 

** when there is any thing in it of importance. I would have fem 

«* you a Courier, but they informed me that they fent feveral to 

** the cofFee-houfes and taverns in Edinburgh ; for that reafon, I 

«* thought it unnecefTary. I hope to have more time to write to 

*' you more fully next time. As, Sir Jofeph Murray fays, the 

^^ poft is juft going off, no more at prefent fiotn 

*' Thomas Harpy, Secretary.'* 

Jddrejfidon the back : 
« Mr. Margarot and Mr. Gerald, Delegates from London." 

« Fellow 



« Fellow Citizens, •* I^ndon^ Nyu^ r^, 1795. 

^^ I received your official letters of the 7th and 12th, and 
** Maurice Margaret's private letter of the i ith, all in due courfe. 
^ At the Committee of Delegates laft night, after bearing the 
** report of the different delegates — the rapid influx of new mem-^ 
" bers — there was feveral places mentioned in difi'crcnt fituations 
" in town, both in public and private houfes, for new dtvifions of 
" the London Correfponding Society to meet at— fome have al- 
*' ready taken place, others will next week. — Afterwards, thm 
" correfpondence was taken into confidcration. Your official 
*< letter was read, and much approved of, and copies of it taken 
** for the ufe of the different divifions. It feems to be the genc- 
** ral wifh of the different divifions of the Society for you to con- 
** tinue as long as you can be of real ufe to the caufe; but it 
** wholly depends upon the thing neceffary, money. We have hit 
<^ upon an expedient, whick we mean to put in pradice in two or 
^ three days, that promifes feir to bring in a conftderable revenue. 
" I ffcal! inform you of it in my next. Thofe whom you gave 
^ dtre£lions to call upon has fallen far Ihort of that libei^ity 
« which you expeded. The Commhtee laft night gave tttt or- 
** defs to tranfmit to you twelve guineas ; I inclofe you a draft 
•'on Sir William Forbes and Co. for that fum. Next week t 
•* hope to be able to fend you more. There was another report 
«* of Mr. Froft being to be pilloried on laft Tuefday and Wed-P 
«* nefday ; but it happened that, on Wednefday, a Charles Leflie 
" ftood in the pillory at Charing-crofe for a crime fhocking to 
** mention. Mr. Froft is not vtry well at prefent. The Confti- 
^ tutional Society have adjourned for a month from laft Tuefday. 
« The reafon wby Mr* Yorke did not go from that Society wa^ 
<^ that he wrote a letter to diem, informing them that he would not 
*^ go unlefs they would pay him tbe whole of the money down. Z 
** have only given you -a fummary account of our proceedings; 
^ but you know how I am fituated both in the day and in the 
•* evenings, that I cannot command a quarter of an hour to my- 
•* felf ; therrfore I hope you will excufe me for being fo laconie. 
^ I have, made the fituatioa of Mr, Muir as public as I could : it 

** throws 
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" throws a damp upon the fpirits of every friend to humanity who 
*< hear5 of his crael treatment. I remain your fellow-labourer in 
.** the good caufe. 

(Signed) " Thomas Hardy, Secretary. 

*' Citizen Walker defires me to rcqueft of Citizen Gerndd 
*» to favour him with a letter* 

" P. S. Friend Margarot, I have not yet been able to do your 
** bufinef?, which you left for me to execute before you leftLon- 
•* don. I hare not been able to fee that Gentleman which you 
** mentioned in your laft, nor do I expefl that I will thefc three 
« weeks." 

Jddrejfed on the hack : 

*< Citizen Margarot and Citizen Gerrald, Delegates.'* 

•* Fellow Citizens, ** London^ Nov. 22, 1793. 

<^ I duly received your letters of the 12th and 28th inftant, 
^ which I laid before the Committee laft night. After reading 
^^ and deliberating upon them maturely, they refolved that you 
*^ fhould continue at your poft till you hear from me officially 
" after the next meeting of the General Committee of Delegates; 
*' by that time we may form fome idea what fuccefs we are likely 
** to meet with from the advertifement and circular letter. We 
" entertain high hopes of being liberally affifted by the Friends of 
** Freedom. A circular letter was ordered to be drawn up, to 
" be fent to the different Societies in England with whom we 
" correfpond, inviting them to fend Delegates to the Convention 
" in Scotland, to promote a reform in Parliament. A ftanding 
*^ Committee of five is appointed to anfwer the correfpondence 
" during your mifiion in Scotland. Your objeflion to forming 
*' a new conftitution in your abfence was not by them reckoned 
** valid : it is very poflible that it will not be accepted before your 
*' return ; for it will be maturely inveftigated by all the divifions 
*' of the Society before it is fully agreed to; befides, it cannot 
*' afFed you in your prefent miflion, for you well know that we 
«* are not very fond of ex poji faSio law. You will herewith re- 
^' ceive a draught for ^ 12 12 on Sir William Forbes and 

*'Co, 
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'* Co. The Englt{hm*a'8 Rights I will fend you a few, with a 
•* few other tra£b. We have not near enough for the orders we 
*' have from the country, and our own addreffes are nearly out of 
^^ print. I (hall dired them to the perfon to whom I addrefs your 
** letters. There is no news in town of importance ffom the 
*^ Continent. 

*' I am, for the Society, 
(Signed) «* Thomas Hai?.dv, Secretary^ 

« Mr. Froft is very ill." 

Addrejfed on the hack : 
♦^ Maurice Margarot, Jofrph Gerald, Delegates."' 

'^Citizens, ♦' London^ Nov. 29, 1793^ 

** I am defircd ,by the General Committee to make you ac- 
<^ quainted with their determination relative to your ftay in Scot- 
** land^ which is, that you are both to remain at your poft until 
<* the Convention adjourns for the prefent feafon \ then both to 
^< return to England with all poffible expedition. 

*« The ^12120 which I tranfmitted on the aid inftant by 
^^ the order of the Committee to you, am afraid has mifcarried, 
•* otherways doubt not you would have acknowledged the receipt; 
** and not having received any letters fince the date of the 20th 
^^ inftant, are alfo concerned for fear they (hould have been inter* 
•* cepted* We are highly pleafed with the propofed union with 
•* our northern brethren, and beg you will ufe every exertion in 
*^ your power to eftablifh that defirable union upon a firm and^ 
** permanent bafis. It gives us great pleafure and encourage- 
*' ment to hear that the fpirit of liberty is fo flourifliing in the 
** North, and are happy to inform you that the fame noble fpirit 
f f is making a rapid progrefs in the South. We arc forry to hear 
** of the indifpoiition of Citizen Gerrald, and hope it is not of 
*< that violent nature as to preclude hiqi from attending the dii« 
f * ties of his miffion* 

** Yours in behalf of the Society, 
(Signed) " Thomas Hardy, Secretary, 

*^ P. S. 
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« p. 8. We have not had any aceount of the artiTal of Mr. 
^ Muir, although We have been making every inquiry in 6w 
*« power." 

Addrejfid on the hack : 
** Maurice Margarot, and Jofeph Gerrald, Delegates." 

Mr. John Gurnel \ found this Ifetter in Mr. Hardy's deflc 

[// was readJ\ 

« Citizen Harby, . Edinburgh^ Tuefdajy Dec. 2, 1793. 
" We received laft night a letter figned by you, but written 
*^ by another perfon, acquainting us with the determination of the 
" Committee, ' that, at the adjournment of the Convention, 
^ we (bould return immediately to London/ This d^f^rmina- 
** tion we will undoubtedly conform unto, ufilefs it be (i» we 
<* hope and truft it will) contradicted in your next} for, if the 
^ Committee abides by it, we who^ by being on the fpoC HA 
^ thoroughly acquainted with the ftate of the country, can jtidge 
<^ with certainty thereon— do afiure yoti that ^r iftimediate re- 
" turn to London will be attended with very bad confequences ; 
^^ for at prefent all the country Societies look up to us to come 
** among them, to enliven, to encourage them, to convince them 
*< by our prefence that we exift, that we have been fent from 
^ England for the purpofes of union and reform, and that the 
** time is near at hand when fuch reform muft take place. No- 
•* thing, dear friends, muft forca us from Scotland at prefent but 
^ the abfolute impoflibility of bearing the expences attending our 
•* mifEon, and thofe expences may be fomewhat leflened by re- 
•* Calling one of us and leaving the other ; our Norwich friends 
«* may likewife bear a part of them ; {6 that, unlefs the funds of 
*' the Society are very low indeed, no excufe for recal can be 
^' valid, unlefs founded on fear, and that, we miift remind you, is 
** our concern and not yours. While, therefore, the idea of uniting 
** our Society with the whole kingdom of Scotland affords you a 
« pleafing profpeft, let us do every thing in our power to cenleot 
^< that union ; and this can only be done by a longer refidence in 
«* the country, arid by vifiting the feveral Societies which have 
V fent delegates to Edinburgh, and would think themfelves ill ufed 
5 ^'if 
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« if we did not take their town in our way. Confidcr of it thttt, 
*i we bcfcpch you, and let us have your anfwer immediately. 

** The Convention proceed with great fpirit; we fit daily ^ 
** and lafl: week we came to a re(blution, which we fancy will 
'' give pleafure to every friend to reform : as the minutes are to 
♦« bje printed, we will, at prefent, only give you the heads of it, 
" viz. 

" That (hould any attempt be made by government for the 
^ fufpenfion of the habeas corpus bill, the introdudion of a con- 
" vcntion bill, or the landing of foreign troops in Great Britain 
" or Ireland, the delegates are immediately to affemble in Con- 
^' vention at a certain place, the appointment of which is left with 
^ ^ fi^cret Committee. That, when feven delegates {hall be thus 
^ aflembled, they (hall declare themfelves permanent ; and, wheh 
^< their number amounts to twenty-one, they ihall proceed to 
^ buHnefs : thus you fee we are providing againft what may 
** happen. 

** Citizen Gerrald's health is fo ftr recovered as to not pre- 
" vent him from fully attending his duty. We cannot fay as 
•* much of Citizen Sinclair, from the Society for Conftitutiohal 
^' Information ; he has been confined to his bed ever fince Sa* 
" turday by a violent fever and fore throat : he is, however^ 
** fbmewhat better this morning. He is a valuable young man^i 
^ and fhould he die, his lofs would be feverely felt ; not indee4 
*< by his conflituents, who have bafely abandoned him, but by all 
^ the friends of freedom. He is a member of our Society, and 
" we recommend him to your notice. 

" You will before this have received our laft, of the 26th No* 
** vember, acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the ajd^ 
*« together with a remittance of ^ 12 12 o. Our time is f^ 
•' conftantly employed that we find it abfolutely impoffible as ye^ 
^ to write to you more than once a week, and even that on nt^ 
«* fixedday ; eighteen hours out of the four-and- twenty are de- 
" voted to public bufinefs, and you may reft aiTured they are not 
^* mif-fpent. We are happy to hear that you go on as well in the 
^< South as we do in the North. Letters convey but very ini-r 
*^ perfe£tly, and with no great degree of fafety, what we might 

" wifli 
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•* wifli to inform tfach other of. You have done us a tnaterid 
** iojury by negle6iing to fend us a parcel of our publication^ 
" and a number of copies of the Juryman's Rights ; pray do not 
^ delay them any longer, and among them fome of the Letters td 
** Dundas* We fent you an Edinburgh Gazetteer laft week: 
^ we will fend you another to-morrow ) you will therein fee ptt 
^^ of what has pafTed in the Convention. 
** We remain^ 

" Moft fincerely, 
** Your fellow-labourers in the caufe of refonsy 
" Joseph Gbrrald, Delegate* 
** M'-**. Margarot, Delegate. 
^ M. M. would be glad to receive a line frooa T, H* about 
** private bufinefs of his own." 

Addreffed— *« Mr. Thomas Hardy.'* 

^. to Mr. TFiUiam Scott, Were thefe papers found in Ae 
£ime manner as the other papers ? 

J. They were. 

Mr, Bower. Thefe arc the proceedings of the Convention. 

Mr. Erjkine. I confefs I am not very anxious to (hut out any 
evidence. I very probably do not underftand it ; but I do not 
fee how it bears upon the cafe. As the cafe ftands at prefent, 
the evidence is this. This Society was formed, the objed of its 
formation has been read in eviderxe, fubjedt to fuch conftrudion 
as the Gentlemen of the Jury upon their oaths (hall be difpofed to 
put Upon it, in connexion with all the reft of the evidence^ 
They appoint two delegates to attend this Edinburgh Conven- 
tion, and your Lordfhips will have the goodnefs alfo to recollec^i 
^at the holding of that Convention is not an a£l which is charged 
at all upon this record ; but the confpiracy, as it Is called, was to 
aflemble another Convention at a very diftant period after this 
firft Convention had been difperfed. 

We had it in evidence recently, we have all heard within thefe 
five minutes that thofe two Gentlemen who were appointed as 
delegates to reprefent the Correfponding Society, of which the 
Gentleman at the bar was Secretary, had inflrudions given them, 

which 
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which inftruAions dire<aed thefe delegates to purfue clofely thofe 
rules and inftitutions of the Society which have been read in evi- 
dence. Therefore, my Lord, if they have — I do not know that 
they have, nor do I care whether they have or no— if it ihould 
turn out in the proceedings that are now propofed to be read, that 
this Convention at Edii>burgh did, in the moments of heat 
and irritation, which I take for granted always muft belong to 
perfons in the fituation in which they were placed — if they had 
written or faid, or done any thing; nay, I will go further, if 
Mr. Margarot has done any thing, or faid any thing, not within 
the fcope of the inftru6lions given to him, which inftruftions 
have been read in evidence, and which inftruSions refer alfo to 
the inftitution of the Society, which has been alfo read in evi- 
dence, I humbly contend that cannot afiFedl the prifoner in any 
way : and give me leave for a moment to call this to the ferious 
confideration of the Court. 

The defendant is charged with no aft of the Edinburgh Con- 
vention J no, he is charged with that which, if I could belieye him 
one moment in my mind to be guilty of, although I muft ftand here 
to do my duty towards him, yet I ihould do it in another falhion 
than I mean to perform it — he is charged with compaffing and 
imagining the death of our Sovereign Lord the King, whofe life is 
dear, my Lord, to all the kingdom ; in order to prove that he had 
from the beginning that wicked intention, for that wicked inten- 
tion is the foundation of the whole proceeding, and no acS can 
be given in evidence before your Lordfliips, nor will I fit here 
filent to hear any aft given in evidence that does not go to (hew 
the prifoner at the bar had that wicked compailing. I admit that, 
if they can (hew that any inftruftions were given to thefe two 
men, which inftruftions carry upon the face of them (and whether 
they carry it upon the face of theni or no. is fubjeft to the con- 
fideration that they are to receive from the Jury) evidence of that 
wicked intention, or that that intention can be proved by any 
thing that is like inference or conftruftion (for this is not an 
cxlenfion of the ftatute at all) this is matter of evidence. 

My friend Mr. Gibbs and myfelf have fat filent; your Lord- 
fliips, I am fure, muft agree that wc have given no fort of trouble 
1 to 
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to the Court, nor io I mean in the progrefs of the caufe to give 
trouble to the Court ; when, therefore, they read any thing diat 
comes from Mr. Hardy, or any thing that does not come from 
him, though he is the mere inftrument, as tile Secretary of a 
body of men, yet if he mixes in it, we have never objeAed to it 
as evidence ; but when they propofe to read, I do not know what 
it is-— probably I am wafting my own breath and your Lordlhip's 
time in oppofing that which will be of no confequence, perhaps, 
when it comes to be read ; but when I ftand here defending Ais 
man, who holds his life under the law, and I am not defending his 
Kfc only, but my own life, and the life of every man in the coun- 
try, I muft take care that the rules of evidence are obferved— I 
wifli to know the nature and the quality of the paper. If it be 
ibmething Mr. Hardy is cognizant of, if they can fhew that the 
proceedings of the Convention were known to and approved of 
by Mr. Hardy, my objedion falls to the ground, and I have no- 
thing to fay about them. 

Lord Cbiefjujlice Eyre, I take it for granted they mean to 
do that, becaufe, otherwife, the proceedings of the Convention at 
Edinburgh can be nothing in this caufe. 

Mr. Bower. There arc fubfequent approbations of them 
without end ; we (hall read evidence enough of that by and by. 

Lord Chief Juftlce Eyre. There is enough, in my opinion, to 
let in the evidence ; the application of it is quite another confx- 
deration : this is the a6^ of a body, to which this prifoner fent 
perfons to ad in his name ; he may afterwards to be fure objed 
that they exceeded their commiiSon, and therefore they arc pcr- 
fonally refponfible ; but I think that will be obfervation upon the 
evidence, it is no objedion to the evidence* 

Mr» Erjkine. I am perfcfily fatisfied ; I only wanted to know 
what we were about. 

Mr. Solicitor General. Mr. Skirving muft be confidered as 
agent to the Society, and it is extremely important, as it feems ■ 
to me 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. It is agreed to be read, fubjed to the 
ebfervations that may arife upon it. 

[The paper read.] 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL CONVENTION. 
^" Edinburgh, 29th October, 1793- 
" Mr. John M'Intyre being called to the chair, the following 
coramiffions were given in, read, and found valid, viz. 

" From 
** The Potterrow Society. 
** In favour of 
« Meflrs. Adam Pringle, John Clark, James Bell, Thomas 
Noble, James Pater fon, Randolph Slack, Thomas Bell, 
George Turner, James Dun, George Cotton, James 
Purves, Prefes, James Tod, Secretary, Thomas Watfon, 
James Bell, John Gilchrift.*' 
** Newtown* 

« John Milne, P. John Laidlaw, S.'' 

** CoWGATE. 

** Alexander Reid, Charles Salter, Ifaac Salter, George Cal* 
lum, William M'Cubbin, John M^Intyre." 
^* Canongate, No. 3. 

" John Laing, David Taylor, William Robertfon/* 
*^ Dundee, Friends of the Conftitution. 

** Rev. Mr. James Donaldfon." 
** Dundee, Friends of Liberty. 

** George Mealmaker." 
" Dundee, Friends of the Conftltution, 

« Rev. Mr. Neil Dougfes." 
"Newmilns. 

" James Campbell of Newmilns.'* 
** Newtown. ^ 

" David Bertie, John Auchinlech, John Muir, John Noble, 
John M^Arthur, Alexander Knox, Archibald Gray, 
John Graham, James Bourdon, William Urquhart, 
John Hodge, Alexander Bremner, Andrew Newton." 
^ Glasgow, Friends of the People. 

" Robert Peacock, John Stark, John Gartley, James Gart* 
ley, John Hanchilwood, Walter Hart, William Miller, 
James Little." 

U " GORBALLS, 
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*' GORBALLS. 

"George Miller." 
"Dunfermline. 

** James Boyd, John Morris, John Philip/' 
** Strathaven. 

*' John Mitchell/' 
" Paisley. 

*' John Taylor, Thomas Bowie, Archibald Haflie." 

'^ PORTSBURGH. 

** Peter Hardie, James Richmond, — — Taylor, James 
Tweedie, Jofcph Smeall, John Dickfon, John Richmond, 
Adam Richmond, William Skirving, Efq. Peter Wood, 
John Fhomfun, George Anderfon, James Smeall, Fre- 
derick Milne, William Moffat." 
*^ United Societies of Kirkcaldy and Linkton. 
" William Tod, James Hatley, Henry Rait/' 
" Linlithgow. 

<' Adam Dawfon, William Marfliall, William Hen&dwood." 
*' Canongate, No. I. and 2. 

<* Alexander Bell, John Buchanan, Alexander Fortune, 
James Somervaill, Alexander Aitchifon, Archibald 
Wright, Alexander Callender, Richard Younger, John 
Wardlaw, William Simpfon, John Johnfton, Thomas 
Kennedy/' 
c« Water of Leith. 

" Arthur M'Ewan, Robert Orrock, William Farquharfon, 
William Gofport." 
« Perth. 

<< Robert Sands.'' 
« Linton, Eaft Lothian. 

'^ John Hepburn, P. George Milne, Andrew Tayjor, Sec. 
" Operative Society, Edinburgh. 

" John Thynne, Gordon Murray, Thomas Miller, J#hn 
Baillie, Alexander Cockburn, William Johnfton." 
" Hamilton. 

*« John McLaren." 
*< Bridge-Street. 

"Archibald Binncy, Mitchell Young, Alexander Scott, 

Andrew 
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Andrew Simpfon, David Dor/nie, John Inglis, Alex- 
ander M'Kenzie, James Carmichael, John Kirk, James 
Fergufon, James Wilkie, David Lyon, George Cle- 
land, William Fleming, James Foyar, William Eel- 
beck, William Rofs, Ebenezer Stalker." 
** Lawrbton. 

*' David Weir, John Dunn, John Braidwood, David 
Gowans.'* 
*' Lawnmarket, Edinburgh, 

" Thomas Cockburn, James Lawfon, Charles Ritchie, John 
Grindlay, John Wilfon, John Wyld, William Roma- 
nu$, Samuel Paterfon, J. Thomfon, John Gourlay, Mr, 
Burn." 
" Dalkeith. 

** Peter Leyden, James Mutter, Thomas Taylor, Willianr 
Watfon." 
*' Calton. 

*' Robert Chriftie, William Philip, James Smith, William 
Brodie, Peter Hunter, William Boyd." 
•* Kilmarnock. 

** John Ronaldfon, Thomas Boyd of Caprickhill, William 
Muir, James Cunningham." 
** Auchterderram. 

" John Tod, John Chalmers.'* 
« Kirkintilloch. 

<' William Hay, David Brown." 
*' Fennycuick. 

" James Smith, Robert Smith, John Jackfon/* 

** LZNNOXTOWN. 

*< John Brown." 
<« Path-Head. 

** John Halley, Robert Rait." 

Jdditional Delegations. 

« Smotts. 

« Williim Martin of Moorhall." 
•« Wig TON. 

•*LOrdDaer.- 

U a •^ Crown 
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" Crown and Anchor, London. 

*' Cnarles Sinclair, Henry Yorke.** 
** London Corresponding Society. 

" Jofeph Gerrald, Maurice Mirgarot.** 
*^ Sheffield Constitutional Society* 

" Mathew Campbell Brown." 
** Glasgow, United Scotfmen. 

" Robert Peacock, John Stark." 
" Miltown of Campsie. 

" Dugald Murray.*' 
« Mid Calder. 

" Thomas Tweedale." 
^* Whitburn. 

« George Waddel/' 
« Tradestown. 

" John Gartlcy." 
" Cakongate, No. i. and 2. 

** William Campbell, George Malcolm, 
^ Newton. 

« (Apology, figned L M.)" 
<< Montrose. 

« Colin Nowie." 
'' Canongatb, No. 3, 

« James M*Kay, Peter Moffat, Alexander Plenderleith." 
" Broughton. 

*' William Bonthron, Jofiah More, John Fairley.** 

<* Mr. Purvis paid to the general fund, from the Pottcrrowr 
Society, il. is." 

'' The Prefident having conftituted the meeting by prayer, wai 
continued in the chair unanimoufly." 

** A letter was read from Meffrs. James Bifhop and Alexander 
Dove, Prefident and Secretary of the Society at Johnftone, con • 
taining their fcntiments on public reform, widi an apology for not 
fending delegates ; and concluding with a Very juft compliment to 
Thomas Muir, Efq." 

« A fiinilar 
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** A fimilar letter of apology was read from Woodftow, an4 
another from Mr. Thomas Watt at Dunbar." 

'^ The Secretary alfo read a letter from Mr, John Chalmers^ 
Secretary to a Provincial Convention, held the 15th currenc at 
the New Inn in Fife, containing the refolutions of that meetirg 
refpe6ling a Committee of Correfpondence, an Addrefs to his 
Majefty to difmifs the prefent Miniftry, and put an end to the. 
war, &c." 

" Mr. Callender moved, that the Houfe (hould be purged of 
ftrangers," 

" Mr. Binny moved, that a particular part of the Houfe be 
allotted for vidtors, who (hould be admitted upon paying one 
{billing each. At laft it was refolved that all prefent (hould go as 
near the door as poflible, and each delegate anfwer to his name ia 
the order of the roll. After which it was refolved, that, as the 
Houfe was rather too fmall for the delegates, none elfe fhould be 
admitted." 

" Me(rrs. Alexander Lamond, David Leckie from Mu(rel- 

burgh, Mr. Williams from Manchefter, Mr. Hunter, 

and Mr. Yetts, were allowed to continue as vifitors ; and it was 
refolved that no vifitors in future (hould be admitted without giv* 
ing in their names to the chair." 

'' A letter was prefented and read from Mr. Stephen Gibfon 
of the Linlithgow Society, refpeding the objeils of the zSo^ 
ciation/' 

" A motion was prefented and read from Mr. William Philip, 
that •' this Convention adopt fome meafures for inftrudting the 
people at large in the nature, principles, and glorious properties 
of the Britifli cohftitution. — Ordered to lie on the table." 

" Letter and commiffion read from Lennoxtown, Campfie,, 
fignedby Mr. D. M'Nal, Secretary." 

*' Mr. Callender moved, " That this Convention refolve to 
claim for themfelves and their conftituents the right of univer(al 
fulFrage and annual Parliaments," 

*' A letter from a Gentleman, who does not wifli his name 
to be mentioned, was afterwards read, which the Secretary hiad 
received, accompanying a work in M S. entitled " Review of 

U3 the 
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the Conftitution and Government of Great Britain;" and dedi- 
cated to this General Convention." 

" Mr. Downie moved to change the general title of the aflb- 
ciations.— Ord.-reJ to lie on the table." 

" An anonymous letter was afterwards read, which the Secre- 
tary had received, covering a guinea note of the Thiftlc Bank.** 

*' A motion was made by Mr. Archibald Wright, that tbe 
Convention (hall each night adjourn before lO o'clock. — Agreed 
to if poiTible.'* 

** A letter was read from the Four United Societies of 
Ireland.** 

" Mr. Bell moved an addrcfs and declaration of principles.— 
Ordered to lie over.'* 

" Mr. Laing made a fimilar motion, which was alfo ordered 
to lie on the table.** 

** Adjourned at | paft 4, till 6 o'clock in the evening." 

EoDEM Die — Evening Sitting. 
" The Rev. Mr. ]. Donaldfon in the Chair. 

" The minutes being read, a motion was prefented and read 
from Mr. James Mitchell, of Paiflcy, That a petition be pre- 
fented to his Majefl-y to put an end to this ruinous and deftruc*. 
tive war." 

" Mr. Skir\'ing moved, that a Committee be appointed to 
confider the apologies made for abfence, and to report ; and the 
following Committee were appointed— Meflrs. Buchanan, Hen- 
ihelman, with the Prefident and Secretary, and Mr. Clark. 

" The following gentlemen were admitted vifitors— !-Mr. 
Samuel Brown, from Virginia ; Mr. Reid, Mr. Heron (recom- 
mended by T. Muir, Efq ) David Richie, Mr. Walter David- 
fon, John Bennet, Gavin Malcolm, and George Malcolm. 

" Mr, Skirving prefented and read a copy of a letter, vin^otc 
in naipe of the General Cpmmittee, and ligned by Mr. Callen* 
der himfclf, to the Lord Pro\ofl-, uith his Lord(hip*s anfwer. 
After which he moved, that a Committee be appointed to con- 
fider of the anfwer. 

^* Mtffrs, Buchanan and the Rev. Mr, Douglas thought it 

merited 
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merited no reply, not being figned. After feme converfation, 
the affair was remitted to the fame Committee to confider the 
Lord Provoft's anfwcr, and report to the Convention. 

" Mr. Skirving read the thanks of the General Meeting of 
the Friends of the People, at Free Mafon's Tavern, dated 
London, i8th of May, 1793, as returned by them to the Con- 
vention of Delegates at Edinburgh, for their zeal and adlivity 
in the caufe of Parliamentary Reform. 

" He alfo read ai finiilar letter from Mr. Thomas Hardy, 
dated London, 5th 0£kober, 1793 ; and another, dated London, 
G<9:ober 25, 1793^ refpcding the appointment of Me;flrs, Mar*^ 
garot and Gerald. 

*' Air. Skirving next read a letter fron» Mr. D. Stuart, Secre- 
tary to the Aflbciation at London, dated Frith-ftreet, No. 7, 
Odlober 16, 1793. Mr. Brnny r6ad a letter from the Coh- 
ftitutional Society at Sheffield, dated 27th of May, 1793, and 
ligned William Carnage, Secretary, upon the- objeQs of reform 
in general, containing fom'e humourous remarks on the argu- 
ments advanced by the enemies of reform, which were received 
with great approbation. Mr. Skirving next read the printed 
paf>er contained in the (aid letter, addrefTed to the unemployed 
artizan^V &c. of Manchefter, and containing a number of excel- 
lent remarks upon the calamities of war, figned " Sidney.'* 

*' Mr. Clark moved, that a deputation be fent this night to 
*rait on Mr. Muir. — Meffrs. Pouglas, Wright, and Clarfc 
were appointed accordingly ; and Mr. Douglas moved, that a 
congratulatory letter be fent to Mr. Muir in name of the Con- 
vention, which was agreed to ; and MefTrs. Douglas and t^e 
Pr^fident were appointed a Committee accordingly, 

** Mr. Wright moved, that two Members be appointed to 
dine with Mr. Muir every day while the Convention fits, at the 
expence of the Convention, which was unanimoufly agreed to, 

** The Depute Secretary read a letter from Henry Ship- 
ley, Efq. Secretary to the Nottingham Delegates, with a copy 
of the printed refolutions of their feventh delegated meeting, 

figned by , Prefident, and H. Shipley, §t<;t^ry \ ^h^ 

JVJr. Skirving read 9 copy of bis anfwcr, 

U ^ «* The 
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" The Rer. Mr. Douglas moved, that the Nottingham 
refolutions (hould be reprinted, with fuch remarks as might be 
judged proper, at the expence of the Convention, and circu- 
lated. Mr. Newton moved fome amendment; Mr. John 
M*Intyre alfo obje(3ed to the republication ; Meffrs. Philips, 
Aitchifon, Wright, Boyd, and feveral other fpeakers fupported 
the motion ; whereupon the motion was agreed to, and the 
following Committee was appointed : 

" Meffrs. Skirving, Buchanan, Callender, Binney, Clark, 
from Edinburgh ; Miller, from Garbals ; Douglas and 
Donaldfon, from Dundee ; Sands, from Perth ; Hart^ from 
Glafgow; Chalmers, from Fife; Boyd, from Dunfermline; 
Boyd, from Kilmarnock; Mitchell, from Paifley; and Hep- 
burn, from £. Linton. 

*^ Mr. Skirving moved,' that a colleSion be immediately 
made for defraying charges, and repeated at every meeting of 
the Convention, which was unanimouflyagreed to, and Meflrs. 
Buchanan and Binny being appointed coUedors, there was coU 
ledled al. 6s. 6d^. which was delivered to Mr. Skirving, in 
abfence of the Treafurer. 

" Mr. Skirving next read a letter from the Delegate Meet- 
ing of the Conftitutional Society at Leeds, dated 24th of May, 
1793, and figned by Mr. Charles Handley ; together with a 
printed copy of their addrefs, declaration, and refolutions, 
iigned by Meffrs. Jofeph Firth and Jofeph Nutter, Prefident and 
Secretary. 

^« Mr. Rofs moved, that the Lord Provoft and Magiftrates 
fliould be invited to attend our deliberations to-morrow. 

" Mr. John Chalmers moved, to prefent a petition to his 
Majefty, to fall upon fome expedient for obtaining a general 
convention of the whole nation, to confider the grievances of 
the people. 

^' Mr. Alexander Bremner moved, that this Convention 
draw up a few leading features of our grievances, fuch as Cor- 
poration Laws, Teft AcSls, Patronage, &c. which are all inimi-r 
cal to the natural rights and liberties of man, &c, 

" Mr. John Sinclair moved, that a fubfcription be fet on foot 
' ' for 
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for the benefit of Mr. Muir, — All thefe motions were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

** The Secretary read a letter from Colonel M*Leod, dated 
the nth of May, with a copy of his anfwer — whereupon 

*' Mr. Callender moved, that a deputation be appointed to 
vralt upon Col. M'Leod, to fee if he flood to bis principles. 
Mr. Callender, the Rev. Mr. Douglas, Mr. Newton, and Mr. 
Clark, were accordingly appointed to wait on the Colonel. 

*' Mr. Alexander Scott moved, that every other gentleman in 
the fame predicament ought to be waited upon, and their reafons 
for abfenting theml'elves inquired into—and particularly Lord 
Daer. Mr. Skirving vindicated Lord Daer 5 but Mr. George 
Rofs feconded Mr. Scott's motion, and infifted that it fliould 
alfo be extended to Mr. Hugh Bell. 

*• Upon further arguing, it was agreed to poftpone dicfe 
motions till to-morrow. 

** All the Committees were appointed to meet to-morrow at 
ten o'clock, and the General Meeting was appointed to meet 
to-morrow at eleven— Mr. Callender 's motion to hie fir ft dif- 
cufTed. 

** Mr. Skirving read a paper, prefented by Mr. Thomas 
Noble, fetting forth in his own name, and that of the Potter- 
row Society, the neceffity of applying for univerfal fuffrage and 
annual eledlions to the King and not to the Parliament. 

" Mr. Clark gave in a verbal report from the Committee 
appointed to wait on Mr. Muir — that they were very cordially 
received, and that it was his wi(h, that if the Convention wifhed 
it, .fix could dine with him; but that it would be neceflary to 
apply to the Magiftrates, which, after fome reafoning, was 
agreed to be done to-morrow. 

" The Rev. Mr. Donaldfon, the Chairman, afterwards clofed 
the Meeting by a prayer, very well fuited to the occafion, as 
well as to the times and circumftances ; after which the Con- 
vention was adjourned till to-morrow at eleven. 

** The Convention appointed the Committee of Inftru£Uon 
to arrange the various motions, and report to-morrow morn- 
ing." 

" Seconb 



( 286 ) 

StcoND Day's Sitting. 

^' Edinburgh, 30th October, 1793. 

« The Rev. Mr. Neil Douglas in the Chair. 

^ The roll being called, and a bluffing implored in name rf 
the Affembly, by the Prefident, Mr. Scott reported, that the 
Inner Jailor faid, he had an exprefs order from the Lord Provoft 
and Magiftrates not to admit. Refolved, that Mr. Chalmers 
and Mr. Mealmaker dine with Mr. Muir this day. 

** ift. Mr. Rofs*s motion was negatived. 
*^ Minutes read. 

** Mr. Gourlay moved, that in addition to th« coHcdion 
made each evening, a fubfcription paper fiiall be prefented to the 
company, for the purpofe of raifing a fura to defray Ae cx- 
pences of publications approved of by the Society. — Agreed to. 

*« A motion was made by Mr. Miller, one of the Delegates 
of Glafgow, to draw up an Addrefs to the people— which 
motion was ordered to be clafled with Mcflrs. Bell and 
Bremner'g. 

« Mr. Sands from Perth, moved, that we fliouFd' agree upon 
the future proceedings of the Friends of Reform, and explicidy 
declare our principles. 

" Mr. W. Hart moved, that it fliould be recomrtiehded to 
the Editors of political pamphlets to print part of them on 
coarfe paper, for cheapnefs. 

«' Mr. M'Arthur moved, that a public prayer (houldbe made 
by the Societies, for the Lord's afSftance in the caufe of Re- 
form. 

*^ Mr. Gartley, from Glafgow, moved, that the Convention 
Ihould take into its confideratlon the refolutions entered into by 
the Convention lafl: year, for fupporting members opprefled by 
the arm of power. 

" Mr. Archibald Wright moved, that by the revolution fet- 

tlement, Delegates have liberty to meet and confult upon their 

grievances. 

. *' Mr. Newton moved, that the Convention, when fpeaking 

of the conftitution, ihould drop the word glorious, and fay the 

purity of the conftitution. 

« Moved, 
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** Moved, ky the Rev, Mr. Neil Douglas, to puWifh a dif- 
approbation of the flave trade. 

** All thefe motions were •rdcred to lie on the table. 

** DifcuiHon of Mr. Callcnder-s motion for univ^rfal fuffrage 
and annual parliaments was called for. 

' ** Mr. Callender having fpoke upon it for fome rime, and 
read feveral printed papers to fliew the neceflity of its paffing, 
he was reminded, that it was proper to poftpone what ho had 
further to lay, in order to wait on CoL M^Leod, and there- 
fore the further difcuffion was delayed till the Evening Sitting. 

^ Rev. Mr. Donaldfon in the Chair. 

** Meflrs. Philips, Chalmers, and Gibfon's motions remitted 
to the authors, to be condenfed againft nbxt fitting, in con- 
jun<3ion with Mr. Henchalwood. 

" Mr. Dovvnie's motion being read, Meflrs. George Rofs, 
Downie, Sartds, and feveral others, fpoke for the motion— 
Meflrs. Wright, AitchiTon, Paterfon, and feveral others, fpbkc 
againft it. Mr. Skirving moved for a delay of any change of 
die title till the primary Societies fiiould be confulted. — Re- 
folved, that the Convention fliaH make no alteration in the title 
of the General Aflbciation, })ut leave it to the particular Societies 
to aflume what name they, pleafe. 

** Meflrs. Bell and Bremner's motions being read, with the 
condenfed ftate of both, and a fimilar motion by Mr. G. Miller, 
from Glafgow ; after fome argument, and a motion of its being; 
remitted to a Committee, Mr. Donaldfon propofed to keep 
clofe to the main point, and not to interfere with other griev- 
ances. Meflrs. Douglas, Skhrving, Cockburn, Philips, and 
fevei^l others fpoke in favour of the meafure— Meflrs. Downie 
and Aitchifon objefted to the word Corporation Laws ; after 
irhich it^uas refolved to remit the drawing up of a proper ad- 
drefs, and declaration of principles, &c. to a Committee to be 
appointed to-morrow. 

" Meflrs. Callender, Douglas, and Newton, having returned 
from Col. M'Leod, reported, viva voce^ the polite reception 
th^v had received fron^ him, and the aflurances he had given 

0eifi 
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them of his fteady adhercnee to the caufe, while the people pro^ 
cccdcd in a conftitutional way.'* 

« The Rev. Mr. Douglas in the Chair. 

« It was propofed that Mr. Callendcr's motion fliould novi^be 
refumed > but, after fome converfation, being now near four, it 
was agreed to adjourn till fix." 

" A prefent of a confiderable number of copies of a pamphlet^ 
entitled, *' Proceedings of the Friends of the Liberty of the 
Prefs," was prefented by Mr. Alexander Scott, and diftributed 
gratis," 

EoDEM Die — Evening Sitting. 

« The Rev. Mr. Douglas in the Chair. 

<* The confideration of Mr. Callender's motion being refumed, 
Mr. Skirving read an extraft from a pamphlet, entitled, " Aa 
Efiky on Parliamentary Reprefentation and Magiftracies of Bo- 
roughs Royal;" after which Mr. Callender delivered a very 
animated fpcech upon the motion, fhewing a variety of rcafons 
for adopting it. A delegate from Dalkeith having ftarted a 
queftion, whether we have a right, by the conftitution of 1688, 
to claim univerfal fuffrage and annual parliaments, or whether 
we ought to go further back for authority. MefTrs. Gourley, 
Philips, Buchanan, Clark, Wright, Sands, Newton, Aitchifon, 
and feveral delegates from the country, delivered their fentiments 
on the queftion." " The chairman having left the chair, 

" A. Callender, Efq. was called to it. 

" Mr. Douglas then delivered a moft judicious and fenfible'fpeech 
upon the abfurdity of rcprefenting property inftead of men, and 
thus, degrading the dignity of our nature. Meffrs. Philips, John 
Smith, A. Bell, Donaldfon, and feveral other delegates froni 
Perth, Dalkeith, &c. fpoke on the fame fide. One gentleman 
obferved, that the eftablifhing of univerfal fuffrage would be only 
doing juftice to the rabble of Scotland, the /wine of England, and 
the wretches of Ireland." 

«Mr. 
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*' Mr. Douglas in the Chair* 

** In the further difci^flion of this fubjeft a queftion was Itart- 
rd, whether foldiers or failors £hould be allowed to vote, when 
Mr. Cal lender gave it as his decided opinion, that both claiTes 
hould have a voice in the ele£lion of their reprefentatives ; and 
jarticularly the latter, who fufFer fo much from imprefs war- 
rants, which would have no exiftence were univerfal fuSrage 
eftabliflied.'* 

" Mr. Skirving moved, that a colleftion be made for the cx- 
pcnce of publishing tra£ts upon the fubjeft of reform, when 
3I. 6s. o|d. was colle£led, which, with 5s. received this after- 
noon, makes 3I. iis. o|d." 

** The fubje<a of Mr, Callender's motion being refumed, the 
Rev. Mr. Donaldfon argued at confiderable length in favour of 
it ; and with many hiftorical and fcriptural arguments, as well 
as feveral humourous remarks, Supported the motion. Mcflrs. 
Mealmaker and Douglas fpoke on the fame tide, and faid, it 
would be agreeable to a great majority of their conftituents." 

" Mr. Donaldfon propofed to pafs the refolution of this meet- 
ing, on Mr. Callender's motion in the words of the Duke of 
Richmond, of which he prefented a copy, which was read by 
Mr. Skirviig.'* 

" Mr. Alexander Scott propofed to read a few extracts from 
the plan of parliamentary reform framed and adopted by the 
Weftminfter Aflbciation, and introduced into parliament by his 
Grace ; which being agreed to, he read them accordingly," 

*' Mr. Skirving then moved, that the votefhould be pur, which 
was agreed to ; previous to which, however, one of the delegates 
from Dalkeith, faid his colleagues who were abfent, as well as the 
whole of his conftituents, were unanimoufly for univerfal fufFrage 
and annual eledions." 

« After fomc argument rcfpefting the ftate of the vote, it was 
ftated, approve or not, Mr. Callender having previoufly agreed 
to Mr. Donaldfon's amendment, when, upon calling the roll and 
the votes being marked, it was carried nem. con. approve. — 
Whereupon all prcfent congratulated each other by a hearty (hake 
of the hands." 

7 *' Mr. 
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" Mr. Skirving then read a letter frwri Mf» Muir, covering I 
copy of a letter to the Lord Provoft, fetting'^forth the infolent 
abufe and outrage committed by the inner jailor, WiHiam Binny, 
upon two gentlemen who had gone up to vifit him, and de- 
manding redrefs from the magiftrates. Upon this Mr. Archilnld 
Binny moved, that a fubfcription be immediately fet on foot to 
profecute the faid William Binny. This was fcconded by fevenl 
members ; but, after fome argument, it was thought proper ta 
delay all proceedings in this affair till to-morrow.** ' 

" Mr. Douglas then clofed the bufinefe with a prayer fuited to 
the occafion, and adjourned the meeting till to-morrow at tea.'' 



" Edinburgh, 31 October 93. 
** Alexander Callender, Efquirc, in the Chair. 

" The Rev. Mr. Douglas haying invoked the blefRng of Atf 
Almighty upon our proceedings, the minutes were read and cor- 
refted. Meffrs. Vickers, Tod, Blair, and M*Lcay and Adam 
Wilfon from Paifley, were admitted as vifitors. Mr. BuchanaA 
moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Skirving for his very great and 
important exertions in the caufe of reform, which was untoi- 
moufly agreed to.** 

*' The bufmefs of the addrefs to the public being moved by 
Mr. Mealmaker, and a wifli cxprefled by him and feveral other 
country delegates, that a fcroll of it fliould be drawn up before 
they go out of town, it was refolved, after arguing at fome length 
upon a motion by*Mr. Paterfon, feconded and amended by Meffrs, 
Wright and Aitchifon, that a month from this date fbould be 
allowed to the focieties in the country to communicate their ideas 
upon this fubjeft to the fecretary, to be laid before the Edinburgh 
monthly Committee at their meeting, on the firft Thurlday in 
December — to whom the final revifal of the addrcls to be drawn 
up by the Committee is entrufted." 

" Mr. Skirving read from Dr. Samuel Johnfon's HifUry of 
Magna Charta, a chapter concerning the firft founder of the 
yearly folkmote. 

" Mr. Skirving made the following motions, viz. ift. That 
the Convention fhall follow up the unanimous sefolution for 

univerial 
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univerfal fuffrage and annual parliament?, by recommending to 
their focieties to declare publicly and feverally their approbation, 
with their reafons. And, 2dly, That each fociety be called upon 
to draw up a new declaration, containing the two original refo- 
lutions of the aflbciation as now explained, and according to the 
explanation given by the Duke of Richmond, and to require each 
member already admitted, or to be admitted, to fubfcribe the 
fame. Thefe motions, after a fhort converfation, were unani- 
moufly agreed to." 

** The different motions to addffefs the King being read, Mr. 
Mealmaker's was withdrawn ; and Mr. Skirving moved, that 
all thefe motions be comprefled into the fimple queftion — whe- 
ther we (hall addrefs the King or the Houfe of Commons. Upon 
this queftion various opinions we;re delivered ; feme contending, 
that to petition the King was illegal, as defiring one branch of 
the kgiflature to encroach on the privilege of the other. Others, 
that it was ftricHy legal to petition the King to recommend it, 
or at lead to lay it before the parliament, to take fuch a meafure 
under confideration." 

*' Meffrs. Wardlaw, ScOtt, Donaldfon, Aitchifon, Douglas, 
Wright, Geo. Rofs, Buchanan, Callender, Johnfton, and Gour- 
Icy, fpoke againft addrefling the King; and Meffrs. Skirving, 
Chalmers, John Laing, and one or two country delegates plead 
for the meafure." 

** The debate being refumed, Mr. Wright moved, that the 
different focieties fliould be left to adopt what meafures they 
pleafed, and to petition cither King or parliament. Mr. George 
Rofs propofed to petition the Floufe of Commons, and at the 
lame time to addrefs the King to diffolve the parliament. Mr. 
Buchanan objedleJ to any addrefs of this kind to the King, as 
tending to increafe the royal influence. Mr-Paterfon, Mr. 
Scott, and Mr. Sands, propofed that this Convention (hould re- 
comrpend to the focieties at large to petition the Houfe of Com- 
mons, as their only rcprefentatives either really or virtually. 
Mr. Chalmers iiifilted to petit-i ai the King, and faid, that his 
conftituents were determined that they would not again petition 
the Houfe of Commons. Mr. Skirving faid, that upon our 
prefent plan we would perhaps not get a fingle member to pre- 
lent it.'* 

8 «»T>ftft 
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" The Rev. Mr. Donaldfon delivered a conciliatory fpccch 
replete with humour -, but recommending it to leave the focie- 
tics to do as they may judge proper." 

" Mr. William Urquhart objc<aed to petitioning the King, as 
a deviation from our original principles and declarations i and 
propofed putting the queftion to a vote.** 

*' Mr. Scott took notice, that the Fife delegates were not 
unanimous for addrefling the King." 

** A delegate from Fife exprcffed his difapprobation of peti- 
tioning the King, and (aid, his conftituents would as foon peti- 
tion the pope." 

*' A Glafgow delegate exprefled a fimilar fentiment in his 
own name. Mr. John Laing withdrew his motion." 

*' Mr. Douglas in the Chair. 

<^ Mr. Callender having left the chair, recommended unanimity 
in a very animated fpeech." 

" Mr. from Fife, withdrew his oppofition." 

^' Mr. Chalmers alfo withdrew his oppofition, and begged d»f 
the minute of his conftitutnts fhould be returned with a proper 
official recommendation. The Convention then refolved to petition 
the Houfe of Commons as the only competent branch of the 
legiflature to be applied to in cafes of reform in the reprcfcn- 
tation." 

" Mr. John M'Intyre congratulated the meeting on the una- 
nimous decifion of this debate on this very important queftion." 

" Mr. Donaldfon and Mr. Mitchell, from Paifley, were ap- 
pointed to dine with Mr. Muir. Adjourned at a quarter paft four 
till fix." 

EoDEM Die — Evening Sitting. 

" Alexander Callender, Efquire, in the Chair. 

" The minutes being read and correfted, the thanks of the 
Convention were given to Mr. Skirving frona the chair, for his 
integrity and fervices." 

" Mr. M' Arthur's motion refpeding prayers was unanimoully 
agreed to." 

« Mr. Scott's motion as to Lord Daer, and Mr. Rofs's as to 
H. Bell, withdrawn.** 

<<Tbc 



( 293 ) 

** The Rev. Mr. Douglas's motion to exprefs our approba- 
tion of the flave trade, was unanimoufly agreed to ; and it was re- 
folved, that this dreadful and infernal traffic fhould be taken par- 
ticular notice of in the addrcfs to the public, and the unanimous 
wifti of the Convention for its immediate and total abolition, ex- 
prefTed in ftrong terms." 

" Mr. M'Cubbiii's motion to recommend to the Committee, 
appointed to draw up a petition to parliament to obviate the ob- 
jedions made againft receiving the petitions for reform, was 
unanimoufly agreed to, after being amended as above.'* 

" Mr. Rofs's motion, that in order to bring to light, and to 
punKh the perpetrators of oppreflive and arbitrary acts, a perfon 
in every town fhould be appointed a guardian to difcover, pub- 
]i(h, and prgfecute all fuch proceedings; being read, it was 
agreed, that where the fa£ts are well fubftantiated, focieties ^.Js^ 
flioutd minute an account of them in a book." 

" Mr. Binny's motion to print the names of the members with- 
drawn, but refolved, that thofe who have withdrawn from the 
aflbciation (hall be waited on, and their proportion of expemres 
demanded." 

** Mr. Skirving moved, that every member in the afllbciation, 
if a fervant,-and in employment,-{hall be required to pay fix- 
pence towards defraying the public debt; if not a fervant, one 
(killing at leaft. That every new member to be admitted, fliall 
pay one of thefe fums ; and that this contribution be levied two 
times in the year previous to every Convention, and fent up 
With the feveral delegates, and paid into the Committee of general 
finance. Carried unanimoufly, after fome debate, with this pro- 
vifo, that the firft coUeSion (hall be remitted within the courfe 
of the month." 

«* Meflfrs. Gourley and G. Rofs being appointed colleftors 
for riiis nighty the fum of 3I. 13 s. gd. was collefted, which, 
with 2t. 6d. of overplus at dinner this afternoon, majces in all 
3!, 16s. 3d." 

" The following gentlemen were appointed to dine with Mr. 
Muir, to-morrow, viz. 

** Mr. Hcnchelwood, '^ Mr. Mitchel, Strathaven, 

•' Mr. Hepburn, " Mr. Philip, Dunfermline, 

■ « Mr. Campbell, . . " Mr. Callcnder." 
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^ The Rev. Mr. Donaldfon read the fcroll of a congwttlatofjr 
letter drawn up by him and Mr. Douglas to be prcientedto 
Mr. Muir, which being read paragraph by paragraph, after a very 
few amenddfientSy met the approbation of all prefent." 

•' Rcfolved aHb to fend a fimilar letter of congratulation to 
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Skirving moved, that the thanks of diis Con- 
vention be given to the country delegates in general, and par- 
ticularly to the Rev. Meflrs. Donaldfon and Douglas for tbdr 
attendance on this occafion, which was done accordingly, and 
fuitable returns made. Th^ chairman concluded the buiinds of 
the evening with a prayer fuircd to the importance of the great 
tad ^orious caufe we are engaged in/' 

" Edinburgh, ift November 1793. 

Morning Sitting^ ^ 

•* Mr. John Milne, from Newton^ near Mclrofi% in the Qiadr« 

^ The fecretary read the minutes of laft iltting^ Mn Dow- 
nie prefented a ftring of refolutions for difcuffion, when it wm 
agt^ed that the time of the Convention was too fir gone for tfiefe 
refolutions to have proper cffeSt^ but agreed that they (hould be 
read over after opening of the evening fitting, md lie on the 
table of the Convention/' 

" Mr. Hepburn moved, that the thanks of the Convention 
ihould be given to Mr. David Clark, the viSim of the day, fcr 
his manly exertions in the caufe pf reform. Agreed to-'* 

'* It was then agreeid to come to a difcuffion of the motion 
prefented by Mri James Mitchell, for petitioning the King againU 
the war.*' 

** After feveral animated fpeecbes, breathii^ the true fpirit of 
benevolence and cbriftianity, it was unanimoufly agreed to caU 
upon the people of Scotland to unite a$ one man to petition the 
King againft the war." 

" Rev. Mr. Donaldfon moved, that it fhould be the fecre- 
tary's bufinefs to recommend to the various focieties to fend up 
tb<^e gentlemen as delegates who are ^oft able for that ftation. 
Agreed.'' 

*^ Mr. Skirving moved, that the next ConveotioR ibaiild mee 

en 
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mi the yit Tuefilay of April. fidcAired, find ad}o«tKiic4 tin ^e 

<< Motion by Mr. Wright refpeding the right rf^ptcfle tP 
cboofe delc^tes. i^ceofiojitfffli. m«'^ 

« Mr, Walter Hart, fjrpin GIa(gbw> in th^ Chair. 

. •« Tiifi mhu^s being jTmA Mr. Gp^rkfs mWHifor fccom- 
mending provincial afiemblies to 1>9 iteU^ was iifmShdy wbtfi it 
was refolved to recommend it tpigci^ie^ jiii(be.c(Hil4^ry to hold 
grfO(pjeatin^Cour^\witb^ch^;b«r, jslM <to meqt ^ fta]ted>pe« 
riods for that purpofe j and rifo ,to eftabliih <o(Hf;ti^ in ^h^fa 
jJ^QC$ where tberp are kpawn to be friends of reform i a|id like* 
4iuie in the interim to fend fjrcq.u^nt,doputftdpns to eaeh other." 

^^ Mr. Skirving read a printed pqpf of -his circular letter^ ftn4 
f)r9pofed.to.pHbli(b.<P^>«ieli|Min| r^g^latly once a vapnth ^n tbe rjer 
form bufinefs. Refolved unanimoufly to recommend this pla^a 
to tbe enoouragementofthp focieties in the country, that they 
^ay write Mr. Skirvipg within the month how many copies thc^ 
HiP^nd to take." . 

^ Mr. Mealmaker's motion of thanks to Mr. Scott unani- 
moufly agreed to, and a proper return made by Mr. Sobtt. Mr. 
Richard Younger moved tp fgpport the Gazetteer* Refolved 
to recommend to the friends of the people, that they ought to do 
all in theif power tofupport that paper in fuch manner as Mr. 
Scott may require.'* 

" A colle£bion <being made^ 2I. 2s. 4.6. was collefted, which, 
with 2s. lod. balance of reckoning, is 2I. 5s. 2d." 

** Mr. Callender informed the meeting of the reception he 
liad jscktt with fh>m the Lord Provbft," 

*^ Mr. Singlair^s motion for a fubfcription. for Mcfflrs. Muir 
WlA -Palmer. Mr. '^kirving moved an amendment, which was 
ananimoufly agreed to/' 

« Mr. Callender moved the thanks of the Convention to Mr. 

Wharton and his adherents, for the glorious appearance they 

Hade on the Tabjfe£l 6( the conftitution on the ift of June* 

Seconded by the depute -fccrehiry, and unanimoufly agreed to.'* 

... Xa ^'MLc^ 
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'^ <^ Mr. Skirving moved the thanks of the Conventfon to C(^ 
lonel M^Leod, which was alfo feconded by A. A. and unani- 
tnoi^fly agreed to/* 

*' Mr. Skirving moved^ that this Conventioa exprefs itsardeit 
defire to cultivate a more clofe union with the focieties in Eng- 
land, which was unanimouiiy agreed to.^ 

<^ Mr. M'Intire moved the thanks of the Convention to Mr. 
Callender. Agreed to nem. con.'* 

<* Mr. Binny moved a vote of cenfure oft the condud of the 
Lord Provoft. Withdrawn," 

« Refolved to fupport Mr. Clark." 
- ^ Refolved, that Mr. Skirving (hould dine with Mr. Muff 
'to-morrow, and take any friend with him." 
• " Mr. Callender moved the thanks of the Convention to the 
fecretary and the depute ftcretary, which were unanimoitflf 
agreed to; and the fame compenfation, as formerly, was voted 
him for his trouble, with fomething more when the funds an 
afFord it." 

" The MS. pamphlet, entitled, A Review of die BritiQi Con- 
vention, was remitted, for want of time, to the confideration of 
the Edinburgh MontTily Committee, and the fecretary was imi 
powered to write the author. Clofed by prayer by Mr. M*In- 
tyre." 

" Additional Delegates. 
** From In favour of 

« St!rl!ng - - - - Robert Forrefter. 

^'Darwell . - - . John Cleland, 

** Dundee ----- George Rofs. 

" Linlithgow - - - Stephen Gibfon. 

'' Calton - - . • - Peter Hunter, William Boyd. 

" Strathaven - - . - James Wilfon. 

^^ Hamilton - - - - Will. Haddow, James Hamilton. 

" Eadlejim - - - - Thomas Noble. 

" Dundeey Newburgh - Apologies. 

^^Pathhead - - . - Robert Raet, John Halley. 

^^ Mufileburgh - - - John Niven, Duncan Charles. 

^^ Dundee ----- George Mealmakcr. 

. . 6 *« Fenwidy 
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** Femviviztid Kilmaurs - Robert Muir; 
" For/ar ----- Patrick Milne. 

« Seliirk William Johnfton. 

, ** Dunfirmline - - - Peter Reed. 

** Linlithgow - . . . George Brockley." 

First Day*s Sittino. 

«* Edinburgh, 19th November 1793. 

" General Convention of Delegates. 

** Mr. Walter Hart from Glafgow, was called to the Chair. 

^ The roll being called, new comaiiffions read, and additional 
clelegates added to the lift, 

*' Mr. Margarot moved, that a- Committee be appointed to 
draw up rules for the internal government of the Convention,, 
which was feconded and agreed to. It was alfo refolved, after 
fbme argument upon the fubjedt, that the ticl^ets of admiffion 
fhall be delivered to the delegates to-morrow, with their names 
infcribed on them by the fecretary." 

" Mr. Skirving moved, that a Committee be appointed to 
draw4ip the addrefs to the public, formerly refolved on by the 
Convention." 

" The following Committee was appointed to draw up the 
rules for internal regulation, viz. 

" Mr. Margarot, ** Mr. Brown, 

« LordDaer, " Mr. J. Clark, 

« Mr. Sands, « A. Callender, Efq. 

«^ Mr. Gartley, *' Mr. William Muir." 
" Mr. William Skirving, 

- ^* Mr. Sinclair moved, that Lord Daer's refolutions, prefented 
to the firfl; general Convention, be remitted to that Committee, 
which was agreed to. Mr. Gourlay moved, -that Lord Daer be 
called to the chair, which was feconded by the depute fecretary, 
but oppofed by Citizen Daer himfelf, as well as Citizens Ger- 
£ald and Sinclair, as favouring too much of a fpirit of ariftocracy. 
Whereupon it was unanimoufly refolved to call Mr. Callender 
to the chair.*' 

' X3 «*The 
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« The meeting beftig e6ri(Ktuted tfy prtyef, ittd ffle wWc of 
the laft minutes read, the Secretary repeated his ftiotloft, that a 
Committee ber appoiirt td to draw ufi tbe adclrefs to tfadfniUic/' 

^' Lord Daer exprefifed his di&pprobacion of tr\iftiAg too much 
of the bufineis of the Convention to Committees. Mr. Browoi 
from Sheffield) urged many arguments upon the necelEty of ap- 
pointing Committees on pdrticirfar bufiitefr/* 

<^ Mr. Margtrot moved, that previous t» pubHfKing an ad- 
drefs to the public, a Committee be forthwith appointed, to 
confider the means and draw up the outlines of a plan of general 
unfon and co-operation between the two nations, in their coiifti- 
tantmsi purfuit of a tfaorotrgfa parHamemary reforon, which was 
unanimoufly agreed to^ 

<^ Mt. Margarot alfo moved, diat the Convention fit but onot 
^ dav, and that the' evenings be Plotted to Committees, A mem- 
ber from Glafgbw propofed an amendment, that the Convendoa 
ihould fit in the Evening and the Committees in the fbrenocm." 

•* Lord Daijr obferved that it would be proper to avoid an 
arlftocratical dependance on Committees, and to delay appoint- 
ing Committees till the mode of appointing diem was ag^ 
upon." 

** Refolved, That Committees fhall meet in the foreoooOi 
and the Convention at five in the afternoon.'* 

<' Mr. Wright moved that the Committee appointed to meet 
to-morrow fliould be an open Committee." 

'' Mr. Brown, from Sheffield, objected to it as tending to 
obftruA the bufinefs of the Committee." 

" Lord Daer propofed that in this particular cafe, the paft 
pradUce fliould be adhered to." 

'^ Mr. Brown replied and feveral other fpeakers, vi^en it Was 
unanimoufly refolved, that it fliouid be afliut Committee. 

<^ Refolved, That all the delegates from England be mettkn 
of this Committee." 

« The Depute Secretary moved, ift. That it be enaded 
a ftanding law of this and all future Conventions, that no mem- 
ber of any Convention {hall be called to the chair above once 
during the different fittings of any. General Convention; and 
' ^ «adly, 
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^ tSfj THit no delegate caHed upon by public acclamation^ 
of (hevf of hands, Aiall upon any pretence refufe to take the 
cfcair.—— The meeting being clofed by prayer, was adjourne4 
' dll to-morrotv afternoon at live/* 

Secowd Day's Sitting, 

'* Alexander Callender in the Chair. 

i^ Five o'clock in the evening. 

<< This fitting comoienced with delivering tickets to the mem-* 
bers of the Convention.— The following vifttors were admittedf 
Capt. John Fifher from Glafgow, William Smeall from Penny'* 
cuick, John Wilfon from New Town Society, D. Hutchifoa 
from Kinrofe, D. Grieve from Inverkething, Dr. Forreft and 
Mefirs. Thomfon and Pattcrfon from Stirling, R. Ogle, Mr. 
Drununond and Mr. Ramfay from Dumfries, James M^Katii 
from the Operative Society, James McLaren, William Brown, 
Adam Mehrofe." 

«* Mr. William Watfon, from the Dalkeith Society,, paid one 
guiflsa to the general fund ; and the Convention being confti- 
taced by prayer, and the minutes read, and general obfervatlont 
made, the Secretary read two letters, one from Richard David* 
fen. Secretary to the Conftitutional Society at Leeds, apologizing 
for not fending delegates to the Convention ; and ?tnother ftmh 
Kc^rton, flgned John Milne, offering a fimilar apolo|y.'^ 

" Mr. Jackfon, from Pennycuick, in the Chair. 

" Lord Daer gave in the report of the Committee who fat 
Ibis forenoon, on the bufinefs referred to them." 

Mr. William Johnfton, from Splkirk, paid Mr. Skirving oiile 
guinea towa^ the general eacpence, id name of that Society." 

*^ Mr. Scott moved, that the rule in the report, refpefling the 
i^poifitment of three minute takers, (houtd be firft drfcufied.'' 

**' Lord Daer, after explaining what was meant by the term 
nmiute takers, propofed to take up the queftion re%ue£ling thcr 
divifiona firft." 

^ Mr. Biaay chjc£M to die plan of divifion^ af teMing to 
lofe time inftead of fitving it." 

X4 <<Rtfoivcd 
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" Refolvcd, by a fhew of hands, to confider this queftionfirft.** 
** Lord Daer explaiaed the neceifity and utility of fuch divi- 
flons, repelled the objedions that might be made agaioft the plan, 
and (hewed that it entirely fet afide the difficulty that had been 
ftarted againft the Committees fitting in the forenoon, as tend- 
ing to throw the majority of the Convention idle. He alfo 
(hewed, that this plan would tend both to reprefs the forward 
and to encourage the diffident, and would contribute much to 
the improvement and inftru6tion of all the •members of die 
Convention, by making the members acquainted with each 
other, and thus giving to many, good ideas which might be 
ftarted in thefe fmall divifions, that through modeftywouU 
never be bi ^ught forward at large meetings." 

*' Mr. Brtjwn reminded Lord Daer, that one reafon why the 
Committee approved of the divifion plan, was, that it pointed 
out the bell means of appointing Committees." 

'' Mr. M*Intyre objected to the plan of divifions, and recom- 
mended rather to adopt the general affcmbly's method of over- 
tures,* as preferable." 

" Citizen Gerrald vindicated the plan of divifions, as tending 
to enable the Convention to make up their minds upon the buii- 
jiefs to come before them." 

*^ Mr. Buchanan propofed only three divifions, confifiing of 
larger numbers," 

" Mr. Margarot vindicated the plan, as tending te (horten die 
bufinefs of the Convention, and infiftcd, that the familiar inter- 
courfe that would take place in thefe divifions, would be the 
jqhief ufe of them." 

" Mr. George Rofs objefted to the divifions, as tending to 
give influence to leaders." 

'* A member from Paifley- faid this could not hkppen, as the 
divifions were to be chofen by lot." 

" Mr. Wright agreed with Mr. Buchanan in appointing more 
numerous divifions, and faid that 25 ought to be the number." 

^* Mr. Sinclair (hewed the necefficy and importance of the plan 

of organization, and infifted that the divifions were neceffary, 

and that the lofs of a day or two ought to be of no confideration, 

CJompared with the magnitude of the pbjedl,'^ 

?, : . **Mr, 
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** Mr. Margarot promifed, in name of hknfelf and his col- 
leagues from England, that they would grudge no time to exe« 
cute with propriety the important bufinefs they were come 
upon.'* 

** Lord Daer tindicated the divifion plan, as tending to pre- 
vent that otherwife unavoidable aflumption of power which 
took place at the firft convention, and which unavoidably tAkes 
place at all public meetings," 

'* Mr. Brown from Sheffield rofe to remove any remaining 
obje£lions that might be made againft the plan, and urged that 
the grand point* in raifmg a gocsd fuperilruiElure was to lay a good 
foundation, to do which, no time fhould be grudged ; and 
(hewed the great utility of the plan in the nomination of Com* 
mittees." 

" Mr. John Clerk exprefTed his approbation of the plan, but 
fiaFted a difHculty about the mode of executing it." 

" Mr. Skirving faid, that the eafieft and readied mode was, 
for every delegate to give in two tickets, and when mixed in a 
hat, or the like, to take them out as they lay." 

*' Mr. Callender moved the queftion, divide or not, when it 
was carried unanimoufly in the affirmative." 

** Lord Daer called the attention of the meeting, to the quef- 
** tion as to the number in each divifion, whether 15 or 20." 
" Depute Secretary propofed 25 as the number." 
•* Mr. Scott pled for this meafure — Mr. Brown pled that 15 
was a fufficient number." 

*' Refolved by a great majority, that the number of each di- 
vifion (hall be about 15, and that 1 1 o'clock fhall be the hour of 
meeting." 

*' Lord Daer propofed as the beft mode of divifion, that it be 
done by lot. Agreed to unanimoufly." 

** Lord Daer propofed, as the period bf renewal, once a 
week. Agreed to nem. con.** 

** He then propofed, that the beft mode of dividing by lot, 
-would be, to colIe<^ the tickets immediately, and then mingle 
and draw them promifcuoufl) , and fet down the names according 
as they (ball be drawn* —Agreed to unanimoufly.'* 

«And 



« And McflW. Callendcr having collc£ted fte ticketSj % 
were drawn ^s follows. 



FIRST 

James Dun 
James Gartley 
Wiliiam Farquharfon 
John Stark 
Alexander Akchifen 
Jchn BraMwood 
John Muir 
Tkoniai Cockburn 



DIVISION. 

Robert Fosrefter 
10 James Mutter 
Robert Chriftie 
John Buchanan 
George Maleolai 
Robert Muir 
X5 James Smith 



SECOND DIVISION, 



John Taylor 
Henry Rait 
James Cunningham 
James Tweedie 
David Gowans 
James Boyd 
George Cotton 
George Milne 



D. Taylor 
10 William Philip 
John Thomfon 
A. Knox 
Walter Hart 
John Cleland 
15 David Bertie 
John Gilchrift* 



THIRD BIVISION. 



Mitchell Young 
Thomas Nobte 
James Lawfon 
John Gartley 
John Witfon 
James Wilfon 
John Englis 
T. Cockburn 



D. Weir 
JO James Foyir 

James Smith 

Samuel Paterfon 

John Wild 

William Bonthrdn 
'J5 David Downie 

David Lyon 



FOURTH DIVISION. 
Peter MofFat John Jackfon 

Jofeph More J. Graham 

William Robcrtfoa James Bourdon 

Thomas Tweeddalc Alexander Bremner 

Lord Daer lO Archibald Gray 

Alexander 



Alexander Callender 
R. Peacock 
John Johi>fton 



FIFTH 
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Peter Hunter 
15 John Grindlay 
Robert Sands. 

DIVISION. 

Adam Bichmooi 
10 John Soieall 
James Smeail 
Alexander Plenderleid^ 
William Fleming 
John Wardaw 
William MCsHUtt 
William Tod. 



IS 



Archibald Maftie 
John BaiUie 
Archibald Wright 
George Andctrfoii 
5 Adam Pringle 
Peter Wood 
David Go wans 
George R06 

John M*bityre 
Duncan Charies 
Charles Dantaskm 
William Haddow 
5 James Bell 
Colin Norrit 
John M*Arthur 
Stephen Gibfon 

Alexander Bell 
Peter Mill 
John Gourlay 
John Richmond 
5 Peter Hardie 
John Laing 
William RoTs 
JohftDickfon 

EIGHTH i>rvisfioif. 
Gtorge Cteland William Urqtthart 

William Rpmanus George Mealmaker 

David Burn • Maurice Margaroc 

Andresv Newloii Joha Clark 

5 Johtt WiUbit 10 WiUtJm Johofton 



aiXTH DIVISION. 

F. Watfoii 
10 Charles Sinclair 
John Hcpburtt 
Alexafidvf Fortuno 
James Richmond 
M. C. Brown 
15 John Noble. 

rtVfiNTH DIVISION. 

Jof. Smeail 
10 John Henchelwood 
William Simpfon 
Alexander M*Kertfie 
^ James Purves 
Archibald Binny 
15 David Brown 



David 



David Weir 
Jofeph Gerrald 
John Hodge 



James Patcrfon 
W, Brodic 
Alexander Cockburn 
George Waddle 
5 Eben. Stalker 
William Martin 
George Turner 
Randolph Slack 
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William Boyd 
15 James Little. 

NINTH DIVISION. 

Thomas Bell 
10 R- Orrock 
W. Cafper 
John Thynne 
John Fairley 
Taylor 



15 Peter Leyden 



TENTH DIVISION. 

William Watfon 
10 William Muir 
David M^Bain 
C. Ritchie 
Charles. Oray 
J. Lawfon 
15 Dugald Murray 



Arthur M'Ewan 
J. Auchenleck 
J. Thompfon 
Richard Younger 
Archibald Gibfon 
James Thompfon 
James Tod 
James Calder 

ELEVENTH DIVISION. 

James Fergufon William Skirvlng 



John Kirk 
And rev/ Simpfon 
James Wilkie 
5 William Eclbeck 
David Lyon 
Thomas Noble 
William Moftat 



10 James Carmichael 
George Cillum 
Jaines M'Kay 

Charles Salter 
J^^nn Dun 
15 John Niven 
Alexander Reid, 

" While thefe lifts were making out, the Convention argued 
the queftion refpedting the mode of appointing Committees; 
when, afier a number ot ditFercnt fpeakers had delivered their fenti- 
ments on the fubjeft, and propofed different plans, 

" I ft. Refolved, That the dividons fhall name a leet for the 
Committees of the number, whatever it maybe. 

*' 2d. Tnat the prFority upon a leet (hall depend upon the num- 

b«r 
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iber of indtvidufll votes, which (hall be marked upon the leet of 
each divifion. 

*' Refolved. The iff divifion to meet in the Canongate Lodge, 

^ The 2d divifion to meet in Mr, Philip's fchooL 

" The 3d in Citizen Rofs's, Liberty-court. 

*' The 4th at the Gazetteer Office. . 

" The 5th at the Gazetteer flairs. 

« The 6th. at ditto. 

*' The 7th at Mr. Robertfon*s fchool, SymonVfquare. 

" The 8.h at Mr. Mullo's, Liberty-ftair. 

** TTie 9th to meet in the Steward's room. 

" The loth to meet in this lodge. 

« The I ith at Mr. Campbell's, Warritlon's-clofe.*' 

** Lord Daer propofed, that any new delates who may at- 
tend the Convention after this arrangement, fball be added to the 
different divifions in their order. 

" Mr. Scott announced as a new delegate Citizen Walker, 
deputed, but without a formal commiffion of delegation, from Cir ""/V 
tizens Muir, Palmer, &c. at prefenton board the Royal George. 

" Mr. Margarot moved, that a Committee be appointed to , 
confider of, and draw up a proper plan of union between the tw6 
nations, according to the refolutions pafTcd yefterday. 

"Lord Daer moved, that it confift of 13. — Both motions 
were unanimoufly agreed to. 

« Citizen Callender and the Prefident were deputed to wait 
upon the Society of Shoemakers, and requeft the ufe of the lodge 
to-morrow night. The tickets being delivered to the dele- 
gates, and the places of meeting for the divifions read over, 
a motion was made for a collection, but as many had now gone 
away, the coUedion was poilponed till to-morrow evening, .when 
it is hoped it will be the more liberal. ' -.^ ■ 

*' The Chairman having clofed the bufinefs by prayer, the 
Convention adjourned till to-morrow, at. five.!' 



"Edinburgh, 21 November, 1793. . 
"•Mr. Jackfon in the Chair. 
** A motion was prefented and read, figned by Moflrs. Robert- 
fon and Campbell, that each ftranger admitted (hall pay one fliil- 

linj; 
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ling$ add all members of tbe afiboUtioii, xlw btp MtM^lk»i 
fhall pay fijrpence,** 

. ^* Mr- Skirving informed the tneetihg, ^tbut the Rev. Gtkm 
Douglas, of Dutidee, bad fent a parcel of books, entMed, 
«^ Thoughts on Modern Politics," which lie anthorii&ed him to 
fell, and devote the one half of the money to Ae Convention 
funds; whereupon the depute feoretary «iov«rf, fha* the thanb 
of the Convention be returned to Mr. Doughs for this inftance 
of getierofity.** 

" The following vifitors were admitted : Mr. Reid, Mr. Pcar- 
fon, Potterrow j Mr. David M*Knight, Charles M^aran, and 
George Brown, Potterrow; John Thomfon, Andrew Cock- 
burn, Mr. Smith, from Pennyculk; Mr* Thomfon, ; from Stir- 
ling ; Mr. Petrie, Mr. Lowrie, Newtown Society.** 

** The minutes being read, and prayers faid, Mr, Margvot 
was unanimoufly called to the chair." 

* " The reports of the divifions being given in, while the fecre* 
lary was marking the votes, the depute fecretary informed the 
Convention, that he had laft night received fifteen (hillings from 
fix of the vifitors who had been prefent, and which was paid tP 
Mr. Skirving, with three fhillings received from vifitors.*' 

<^ He alfo moved, that a general colle£tion (hould be made, 
which being agreed to, and Meflrs. Callcndcr and Scott appointed 
coUedors, there was drawn inftantly - - jC* 4 5 ^ 

Of which there were two bad fhillings • - o ^ 

Balance - )£'4 3 ^ 
" Mr. Binny was appointed to read the reports of the dif- 
ferent divifions, as ftated in the fecretary's crdfs lifts; and a leet 
being taken from thofe who had the majority of numbers, they 
were unanimoufly elefted by the Convention, except Mr. Bu- 
dianan, who declined the election, as a Committee for the pur- 
pofe of forming a union, vi«. MelTrs. Margaret, Gerrald, Brown, 
Sinclair, Daer, Cdllender, John Clark, Sands, Mealmaker, John 
Gartley, A. Scott, Aart, and Haflie." 

*' Mr. Callender fuggefled, that it would be proper to enter 
into a difcuffion of the nature of the propofed upion.*' 

«Mr. 



( 307 ) 
^ Mr. Brown mcnred, the Coavention do rdtAfft iticif intb'ft 

Committee to afford greater freedom of fpeech.** 

'^ Mr. BuchsHian obje£ked to this propo>fal| on the fuppofition 
that it tended to take perfons by furprife.'* 

*' Mr. Gerrald ftaced, that to honeft men nothing is fo valuable 
AS truth, Hiid that nothing can pofSbly tend fo much to thedif- 
cl^fure of truth, as difcui&on and deliberation; that it was aifo 
v"v^ importiint that the Committee {hould know as much as 
r . ■ .- of the public mind, in order that they might aft in unifoh 

^' r. Con' ention then rcfolved itfelf into a Committee upon 
the motlt^n (* Mr. Bf-own ; and many valuable hints wefe thrown 
out by Citizens Brown, Haftie, Mealmakcr, Scott, Callendcr, 
Urqu'.Ait, Buchanan, Campbell, and Gourlay. Gerrald obfcrrcd, 
that whatever difFerence of opinion might exift in thefe walls, 
UTe can never forget that our friends and our enemiw are Ih 
common, and that our object is equally the fame. Ife took ii 
review of the means we are to ufe in order to fecure our objeR, 
"He entered fully into the fubjeA of univerfal fuffragc and annual 
parliaments. He fully proved the rights of the people to thefe 
"benefits by their ancient conftitution. He minutely inveftigated 
the principles of government. He afferted, that the end of ill 
governments is the good of the governed; that if money be , 
taken out .of his pocket againft his confent, it is of little confe- /^" 
quence whether it be taken by the robber on the heath, or the 
monarch on the throne. He made many remarks on the revo- 
lution fettlement, and the benefits gained by the laft revolution, 
and demonftrated clearly, that they are now totally taken away. 
He warned the -Convention again(l the choice of any other 
than known and plain men like themfelves — men uncontaminated 
by the peftilentinl ^r of courts." 

" Mr. Jackfon from Pennycuik paid Mr. Skirving a guinea 
towards the common fund, in name of that Society." 

" Mr. Skirving moved, that the Convention be rcfumed, and 
that fomc bu'lnefs be chalked out for the Committee. Seconded 
by Mr. Srown." 

*' Mr. Sliiclair, ia abfcnce of Lord Daer, gave in the conti- 
nuation of the Committees report refpe£ting the eledion of Pre* 
7 fidcnt« 
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luig ; and all members of tbe afibcu^tiao, xiw at^ MtM^lk»i 

fhall pay fiypence/' 

<< Mr* Skirving informed the foeetihg, ^tbut the Rev. (Stizen 
Douglas, of Dundee, bad fent a parcel «f books, entMed, 
«' Thoughts on Modern Politics," which lie ottthorii&ed him to 
fell, and devote the one half of the money to Ae Convention 
funds; whereupon the depute feoretary «iiov«rf, fhsft the thanb 
of the Convention be returned to Mr. Douglas for this inftance 
of getierofity/* 

" The following vifitors were admitted : Mr. Reid, Mr. Pcar- 
fon, Potterrow ; Mr. David M^Knight, Charles M^aran, and 
George Brown, Potterrow; John Thomfon, Andrew Cock- 
burn, Mr. Smith, from Pennycuik; Mr* Thomfon, Trom Stir- 
ling ; Mr. Petrie, Mr. Lowrie, Newtown Society.** 

<^ The minutes being read, and prayers faid, Mr* Margvot 
was unanimoufly called to the chair." 

* " The reports of the divifions being given in, while the fecre* 
lary was marking the votes, the depute fecretary informed the 
Convention, that he had laft night received fifteen (hillings from 
fix of the vifitors who had been prefent, and which was paid tP 
Mr. Skirving, with three fhillings received from vifitors.*' 

<^ He alfo moved, that a general colle£tion (hould be made, 
which being agreed to, and MefTrs. Callender and Scott appointed 
coUedors, there was drawn inftantly - - jC* 4 5 ^ 

Of which there were two bad fhillings « - 0^0 

Balance - )£«4 3 ^ 
" Mr. Binny was appointed to read the reports of the dif- 
fcrcnt divifions, as ftated in the fecretary's crofs lifts; and a lect 
4)eing taken from thofe who had the majority of numbers, they 
were unanimoufly elected by the Convention, except Mr. Bu- 
dianan, who declined the election, as a Committee for the pur- 
pofe of forming a union, vi«. Mcflrs. Margarot, Gerrald, Brown, 
Sinclair, Daer, Cdllender, John Clark, Sands, Mealmaker, John 
Gartley, A. Scott, Aart, and HafHe." 

" Mr. Callender fuggefled, that it would be proper to enter 
into a difcuffion of the nature of the propofed upion.** 

«Mr. 
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^ Mr. Brown moved, the Coavention do rdtAfft iticif intb'ft 

Committee to afford greater freedom of fpeech.** 

'^ Mr. Buchi^asLn obje£ked to this propoifali on the fuppodtion 
that it tended to take perfons by furprife.'* 

*' Mr. Gerrald ftaced, that to honeft men nothing is fo valuable 
AS truth, A:\d that nothing can poffibly tend fo much to thedif- 
clofure of truth, as difcui&on and deliberation; that it was aifo 
y\', important that the Committee fliould know as much as 
r :*.!.'.- of the public mind, in order that they might aft in unifoh 

^' T : Con' ention then refplyed itfelf into a Committee upon 
the moti.^n J' Mr. Bf-own ; and many valuable hints wefe thrown 
out by Citizens Brown, Haftie, Mealmaker, Scott, Caflendcr, 
Urqui.vt, Buchanan, Campbell, and Gourlay. Gerrald obfcrrcd, 
that whatever difference of opinion might exift in thcfe walls, 
UTe can never forget that our friends and our enemiw are In 
common, and that our object is equally the fame. Ife took k 
review of the means we are to ufe in order to fecure oin* objeR, 
Be entered fully into the fubjeA of univerfal fuffragc and annual 
parliaments. He fully proved the rights of the people to thefe 
"benefits by their ancient conftitution. He minutely inveftigated 
the principles of government. He afferted, that the end of sfll 
governments is the good of the governed ; that if money be , 
taken out .of his pocket againft his confent, it is of little confe- yV" 
quence whether it be taken by the robber on the heath, or the 
monarch on the throne. He. made many remarks on the rev6« 
lution fettlement, and the benefits gamed by the Ufl revolution, 
and demonftrated clearly, that they are now totally taken away. 
He warned the Convention againft the choice of any other 
than known and plain men like therafelves — men uncontaminated 
by the peftilential ^ir of courts." 

" Mr. Jackfon from Pennycuik paid Mr. Skirving a guinea 
towards the common fund, in name of that Society." 

** Mr. Skirving moved^ that the Convention be rcfumed, and 
that feme bu^lnefs be chalked out for the Committee. Seconded 
by Mr. Brown." 

^^ Mr. Siiiclair, ia abfcnce of Lord Daer, gave in the conti- 
nuation of the Committees report refpeSing the eleftion of Pre- 
» ' 7 fidcnt* 
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ling ; and all members of tbe aflbci^iao, xiw at^ not di^Icgilo, 

fhall pay fiirpetice/' 

, << Mr* Skirving informed the ineetihg, duit the Rev. Gtizen 
Douglas, of Dundee, bad fent a parcel of bods, entitled, 
«' Thoughts on Modern Politics,'' which lie ottthorieed him to 
fell, and devote the one half of the money to Ae Convention 
funds; whereupon the depute feoretary «iiov«rf, thaft the thanb 
of the Convention be returned to Mr. Dougias for this inftance 
of getierofity.** 

" The following vifitors were admitted : Mr. Reid, Mr, Pcar- 
fon, Potterrow ; Mr. David M^Knight, Charles M^aran, and 
George Brown, Potterrow; John Thomfon, Andrew Cock- 
burn, Mr. Smith, from Pennycuik ; Mr* Thomfon, [ from Stir- 
ling ; Mr. Petrie, Mr. Lowrie, Newtown Society.** 

<^ The minutes being read, and prayers faid, Mr* Margvot 
was unanimoufly called to the chair/' 

' " The reports of the divifions being given in, while the fecre- 
biry was marking the votes, the depute fecretary informed the 
Convention, that he had laft night received fifteen {hillings from 
fix of the vifitors who had been prefent, and which was paid tP 
Mr. Skirving, with three fhillings received from vifitors." 

<^ He alfo moved, that a general colle£tion (hould be made, 
which being agreed to, and Mefirs. Callender and Scott appointed 
coUedors, there was drawn inftantly - - jC«4 5 ^ 

Of which there were two bad fhillings - - o ^ 

Balance - ;C*4 3 ^ 
« Mr. Binny was appointed to read the reports of the dif- 
ferent divifions, as flated in the fecretary's crdfs lifts; and a leet 
being taken from thofe who had the majority of numbers, they 
were unanimoufly elected by the Convention, except Mr. Bu- 
chanan, who declined the election, as a Committee for the pur- 
pofe of forming a union, vi«. MelTrs. Margarot, Gerrald, Brown, 
Sinclair, Daer, Cdllender, John Clark, Sands, Mealmaker, John 
Gartley, A. Scott, Aart, and Haftie." , 

" Mr. Callender fuggefted, that it would be proper to enter 
into a difcuffion of the nature of the propofed upion/* 

«Mr. 



( 307 ) 
^ Mr. Brown mcnred, the Coavention do rdiAfft iticif intb'ft 

Committee to afford greater freedom of fpeech/* 

'^ Mr. Buch^Hiian obje£ked to this propolali on the fuppofltion 
that it tended to take perfons by furpriib." 

*' Mr. Gerrald ftaced, that to honeft men nothing is fo valuable 
AS ttath, H .d that nothing can poffibly tend fo much to thedif- 
c] fure of trurh, as difcui&on and deliberation; that it was alfo 
v-^.': imporrynt that the Committee fliould know as much as 
r . ■- of the public mind, in order that they might aft in unifoh 

^' ^ : C^n' ention then refplved itfelf into a Committee upon 
the morion J Mr. Btown ; and many valuable hints wefe thrown 
out bv Citizens Brown, Haftie, Mealmakcr, Scott, Caflendcr, 
Urqu ia;t, Buchanan, Campbell, and Gourlay. Gerrald obfcrrcd, 
that whatever difference of opinion might exift in thcfe walls, 
"We can never forget that our friends and our enemiw are m 
common, and that our object is equally the fame. Ife took k 
review of the means we are to ufe in order to fecure our objeR, 
"He entered fully into the fubjeA of univerfal fuffragc and annual 
parliaments. He fully proved the rights of the people to thefe 
l>eneiits by their ancient conftitution. He minutely invefligated 
the principles of government. He afferted, that the end of sfll 
governments is the good of the governed; that if money be 
taken out of his pocket agai nil his confent, it is of little confe* 
quence whether it be taken by the robber on the heath, or the 
monarch on the throne. He made many remarks on the revo« 
lution fettlement, and the benefits gained by the htt revolution, 
and demonftrated clearly, that they are now totally taken away. 
He warned the Convention againft the choice of any other 
than known and plain men like therafelves — men uncontaminated 
by the peftilential ajr of courts." 

" Mr. Jackfon from Pennyculk paid Mr. Skirving a guinea 
towards the common fund, in name of that Society.'* 

" Mr. Skirving moved, that the Convention be rcfumed, and 
that fome bulnefs be chalked out for the Committee. Seconded 
by Mr. Brown." 

^^ Mr. £.4iclair, ia abfcnce of Lord Daer, gave in the contU 

jiuation of the Committees report refpeSing the eleftion of Pre- 
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fidents-i-of three affiftants, one to go out daily} and rdpe£Hng die 

council of the table." 

*« The coHeiSHon at the door amounted to - j^ o 19 3 
** More -••.... ...010 

103 
which was delivered to the- Treafurer by Mr. Reid.** 

*' Mr. Sinclair propofed that the whole reports of the Com* 
mittee fhould be delayed till the report was completed." 

<^ Mr. Clark and Mr. Sands propofed an immediate dif- 
cuffion." 

*' Mr. Brown obviated Mr. Sands' fear of delay." 

*' Mr. Sinclair urged as a reafon for delay, that Lord Daer was 
epiployed in completing the report of the Committee." 

" Mr. Brown propofed that the firft rule be immediately 
adopted, which was at laft agreed to ; and the refolutions being 
feverally put, it was refolved unanimoufly that all the three relb- 
lutions be agreed to." 

<^ Mr. Callender moved to fix the hour and place for the 
Committees to meet." 

*' Refolved, the Committee on the regulations meet here at 
II to-morrow." 

*' The general meeting at 3 o'clock, and the other Committee 
at 8, at the Black Bull." 

" The names of tbe members of the difFerent divifions or 
clafles were then read over, vj^ith their places of meeting ; after 
which the Prefident concluded the bufinefs with a fuitable prayer, 
and the meeting adjourned till to-morrow at three o'clock." 

Edinburgh, Nov. 22, 1793. 

Fourth Day's Sitting. 
" Mr. Margarot in the Chair. 
*< The reports being called for, and read, Citizens John Clark 
and Archibald Haftie, of Paifley, were found to have the two 
higheft numbers, Mr. Clark having 26 votes, and Mr. Haftie 24; 
but Mr. Clark being abfent, it was unanimoufly agreed that Mr. 
Haftie fliould be called to the chair." 

<* The minutes being read, and Mr. Margarot having (aid 
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«Mn rtaflie took die chair." 

** The leets for affiftants to Ae Secretary were dxen read from 
riic different' reports^ and the following gendemen were found 
to have die majority of votes, viz. Charles Sinclair, William 
Rofs, and George Rofs." 

" Mr. William Rofs having pled an apology, which was 
fuftained, Mr. John Wilfon was found to have die next higheft 
number, whereupon Meffrs. Sinclair, Wilfon, and Geo. Rofs, 
being propofed as affiftants, were unanimoufiy elefted by the 
Convention, and took their feats at the table accordingly." 

** Citizen Sinclair then delivered the report of the committee, 
containing the following tefoludons, which b^ing read' from the 
chair, feparately, and the queftion put upon each of them, were 
unanimoufly agreed to, viz. 

** ift. That no perfon be elefted to the chair twice in one week." 

^ 2dly,That ftrangers, who wi(h to be admitted as vifitors, fhall 
fend in their names to the council at the table, previous to their 
admiffion." 

" 3^1y> That they fhall all fit upon one feat ; and, 

** 4thly, That they fhall not mingle with the members of the 
Convention, under the pain of exclufion." 

" Mr. Sinclair, in name of the committee, aflced leave for the 
committee to fit again, which was granted, and to-morrow, at ten, 
appointed." 

** Citizen Gordon Murray, the door-keeper, received orders 
to put the laws refpeSing vifitors in execution." 

" Mr. Andrew Newton's motion, given in laft night, was then 
read by the depute fecretary, ftating a variety of reafons, urging 
the propriety of die Convention appointing a day of general 
fafting and humiliation for our fins, and for praying to the 
Almighty for fuccefs to our caufe. .This motion was feconded, 
and ftrongly fupported by Mr. Mealmaker, as well as by Meflirs* 
Callender, John Clark, and others, but was objefted to by 
Meffi-s. Taylor, Sands, Margarot, Paterfon, and Aitchifon, as 
tending to blend religion with politics, to divide the friends of 
reform, and to render the Convention ridiculous, by enabling 
ivhat they neidierhad right to enaft, nor power to enforce," 

Y " Citizen 
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« Citizen Gcrrald then propofod to recommend ijnc proprietjr 
.and neceffity c^ applying for divine aid, but not to ei^oin any 
tiling on the fubje<^. — ^Mr. Slqrvii^ moved w amendment «> 
that purpofe, which wa^ fecond^ by Mr. John Wilfon- — Citizen 
Gerrald then moved the amendment in the fallowing tenns, 
which being read from the diair* and the queftion put, was 
umnimoufly agreed to by a very great majorityy viai» 

^ That this Convention do earneftly recommend, bodi to 
^ Ae Members of this Convention, and to the Friends of 
^ Freedom and Reform through Great Britain and Ireland, tp 
^ invoke the bleifing of Almighty God, who is the common 
>< FatherofaUmen,ont;hecaufe in whidtweareengag^'* 

^ The original motion of courfe was laid afide." 

^' Citizen Skirving then moved, that the addre(s to die public 
fliould be drawn up by the committee upon the union, which yras 
tinanimoufly agreed to. — A motion to (uppon the Gazetteer^ 
iigned by fix members, was read, and ordered to lye'ovef till to- 
fnorrow." 

^ A motion was prefented by the Secretary and Depute Secre* 
. tary, Aat a Committee of Finance fliould be appointed." 

'^ Citizen Scott moved, that before any delegate from dr 
country fhall leave his poft, he fliall write to his conftituents to 
fend another up in his room.— -Agreed to^ nem. con," 

** The Secretary moved, that delegates from the country, who 
may run (hort of money, by the prolongation of the bufineis of 
the Convention, fhall be fupplied by the Treaiiirer. — ^The 
Council of the Table were appointed on this bufineis : — ^Meflh. 
Callender and Fortune being appointed colk£^ors, il. los. was 
drawn. I'he Chairman having cloied the meeting by prayer, the 
Convention was adjourned till to-morrow at twelve, noon." 

"CONVENTION-HALL, NOV. 23, Ijgj- 

" Fifth Day's Sitting. 
** Citizen Haftie in the Chair." 
^* Reports from every Se^on, except No. ii.'* 
^ Committee of Finance appointed, John Buchanan, Jams 
Gartley, Alex. Fortune, Alex. Scott,— Cleland> from NewmiUs." 

** Citizen 
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^ Cittzen Gerraldappointed Cfasurman for this day's fitdng.-^ 
Citizen Binny^ affiftant; of oourie Citizen Wilfon goes out) 
ivfaen Citizen G. Roft read the minutes of laft fitting. — Tte 
Prefident ftated, that this morning he had received a letter from 
a friend in Norwich, who defired him to inform the Convention, 
that they remained fteady in the caufe, and had nominated Citizen 
Margarot thdr dde»te, and that diey would contribute their 
fhare of the expences attending the Convention.-— Mr. Margarot 
accordingly accepted of the office, who congr^ndated the Con* 
vention upon the acceffion of fuch a great number of friends.— r 
Upon it being ftated, that Citizen Gerrald had bufinefs, public 
and private, to tmnfaSt immediately, and reqae|led diat he ihould 
leave the chair.— Agreed to.'' 

" And Citizen Urquhart was clewed to the duur. — A motioa 
was dien read, that a vote of Convention (hould prove the unity 
of the delegates from the South and North." 

** Citizens Muir, from Kilmarnock, Margarot, from Norwich, 
and feveral others, fupported the motion, which was unammoufly 
agreed to. — Citizen Scott propofed, diat all the members ihould 
rife up, and join hands, as a proof of the union betwixt Englaiid 
and Scotland, which are now joined as Britain.— ••Agreed." 

^ It was moved, that thencefordi the Convention fhould be 
ftilcd, « The Bodfii Convention of the Delegates of die People, 
^ aflbciated to obtain Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parlia^ 
« ments." — ^Agreed to unanimoufly." 

" A motion was made for the Convention allowing the Mem- 
bers of the United Society of Irifhmen to fpeak and vote here. — 
Referred to the feftions." 

" A committee was appointed to confider the motion refpcft^ 
ing the Gazetteer.** 

** Citizen Margarot, Brown, Binny, Sklrving, James Gardey^ 

John Hepburn, Mealmaker, appointed to meet in Citizen 

Rofs's Liberty Court at eight o'clock this evening." 

^ Citizens Muir, Haf^ie, Taylor, and Cuningham, requefted 
leave of abfence, wliich was granted, upon condition that they 
would do their utmoft to fend <klegatei itk their places.** 

Y 2 "Letter 
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*' Letter read from Mr. Colin Norrie Montrofe, announcln{ 
his departure, and requeftlng minutes of die Convention to be 
fent to him.— Anfwered, diat he would receive them in dw 
Gazetteer." 

• " Motion by Mr. James Gardey, refpefting dividing Ac 
country into departments, and appointing provincial ConventionSi 
whereby they may become more acqoaiijted wiA eadi othcR 
fentiments. — Referred to the Committee of Union.'* 

" Mr. Skirving moved Mr. Binny, in place of Mr. Mair, 
on the Committee of Regulations.— Agreed." 

*' Mr. Urquhart on ditto, in place of Mr. Sands, and Mr. 
Wright, in place of Mr. Haftic, on the Committee of Union." 

" Refolved, That all committees fliall have it in their power to 
invite die affiftance of fuch members of the Convention as 
diey think may be beneficial to the bufmefs entrufted to dieir 
charge." 

• " Converfation on die fe<a:ions." 

" Refolved to continue till Monday as at prefent." 
** Motion by Citizen Gordon Murray, containing dianks t0 
ihe movers of the divifion into clafles, mentioning the advantage$ 

already obtained from it, and requefting a frefh Ihuffle. • 

Referred to the Committee of Regulations." 

• " Agreed, that the Members of Societies, in ^Edinburgh, join 
the Seaions." 

" Citizen Murray gave in a report refpefting the ule of die 
Lodge." 

" The Prefident warned the Seftions, to meet as fidly 1$ 
poffible on Monday." 
. " Adjourned till five on Monday." 



" EDINBURGH, 25ril NOVEMBER, J793. 

" Sixth Day's Sitting. 
« Mr. Urquhart in the Chair." 
" The tickets were ordered to be gathered from all prcfcnt^ 
and die door-keeper to coUeft diem, from.diofe who come iA 
afterwards." 
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•The fbltowitig new Commiffions were read, viz. 
**'From " In favour of 

« Dunfermline, «" Mr. Peter ReecL 

^ Linlithgow," « Mr. George Brokley." ^ 

" The reports of Ae feAions being called for, were given in, 
and read, ndien Citizen M. C. Brown was found to have a 
decided majority for being elc£^ed Prefident.'* 

** Mr. Urquhart having conftituted the meeting by prayer," 

** Citizen M. C. Brown was unanimoufly eleded Prefident, 
and took the chair accordingly." 

<* The reports of the fedtions being again read refpe&ing die 
choice of an ailiftant. Citizen Young was found to have the 
greateft number of votes, but, being abfent. Citizen Samuel 
Paterfon was found next higheft, and was elc&ed accordingly." 

^ Citizen A. Callender moved, that in cafe the Minifter bring 
into the Commons Honfe a motion for a Convention Bill, it 
fhall be noticed immediately to the delegates." 

" A motion was given in for printing all papers refpefting the 
c>bje£b of the Convention, in the Gazetteer office." 

" A motion by James Gartley and William Rofs, for not re*, 
ceiving any motion that may tend to a religious difcuffion, was 
brought under coniideration ; which, after fome difciiiSon,, was 
with other motions of the fame nature, laid afide, and the Con« 
vention pafled to die order of the day." 

^ Citizen Sinclair's motion relative to admitting the members 
of the United Society of Iriihmen to fpeak and vote in this 
Convention, came forward for difcuflion, when Citizen Sinclair, 
Callender, Gerrald, John Gardey, Buchanan, and others, fpoke 
upon it, and agreed to, and guaranteed by a folemn joining of 
hands. — ^It being followed by a motion for tranfinitting the above 
refolution to Citizen Archibald Hamilton Rowan, which pafled 
accordingly." 

" Secretary Skirving ftated, that he had juft now received, 
from an unknown hand, five (hillings, for the ufe of die Con- 
vention." 

^ Honourable mention in the minutes was ordered to be made 
#f tibis patriotic donation." 

Y 3 •'A motion 
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^ A motion prefimted and read, figned by Citi^eni M^CiMfct 
ind Bremner, refpefiing a periodical publication to be printed by 
the Editor of the Gazetteer." 

^Amotion made by Mr. Sinclair refpeding die appointment 
of an interim Committee at the end of every Convention, to 

call together the Delegates on extraordinary emergencies. 

Thefe motions were ordered to lie over/' 

^ The Depute Secretary having moved a coHedion, MeC 
Sindair and Bdl were appointed Colkdors, when H. y^ io}d. 
was drawn, and given to Mr. Reid." 

" The Scions were, 

«No. I." 
^ Archibald Binny, Robert Peacock, John Thynne, Alexander 
Bell, Robert Taylor, Ch. Ritchie, M. C. Brown, Archibald 
Wright, George Milne, William Philip, William M*Cub- 
bin, Eben. Stalker, William Eelbeck, William Bonthron, 
John Johnfton, John Gourlay, Arthur M*Ewan.** 

^ To meet in Canongate Lodge, Flelhmarkct Clofe.** 

« No- 2.»' 
^ Alexander Plenderleith, John Inglis, John Dun, Jofeph Ger- 
rald, John Gilchrift, James Foyar, James Gartley, David 
Weir, Andrew Newton, William Rofs, Alexander Aitdii- 
Ton, George Rofs, David Gowans, David Bertie, James 
M'Kay, Robert Rait." 

** To meet in Liberty Stairs/' 

^ 3d Divifion." 
^ William Haddow, George Mcalnaker, John Wardlaw, James 
Wilfon, Gordon Murray, James Bell, Alexander Bremner, 
John Laing, George Brockley, Maurice Margarot, Robert 
Chriftie, James Lawfon, Alexander Fortune, James Somer- 
vaill, David Downie, Jo. Litfter." 

« Mullo's, Liberty Stairs." 

<«4thDivifion." 
"Richard Younger, John Wild, John Grindlay, John Aiichin- 
Jcck, Mitchell Young, Pavid Taylor, Walter Han^ Jamtt 

Smith, 
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Smith, Jamcff Thumfoii, Alexander M^Kenzie, George Cot- 
ton, Chmfles Sinclair, Thomas Miller, Peter Wood, Alcac- 
ander Callendcr, William Robertibn, Samuel Paterfon." 
** In Citizen Rofs's." 

« 5th Divifion-" 
<^ Alexander Reid, Peter MofFat, John Henihelwood, Wijliam 
Broddie, John Cleland, John Stark, John Ckrk, William 
Romanus, Peter Reid, James Tweedie, James Smith, John 
Hodge, Robert Muir, David Burn, William Campbell, Wil- 
liam Fleming." 

" Mullo's, Liberty Stairs.'* 

«6thDivifion.'* 
^Jchn Gartley, James Little, Thomas Cockbum, John Budia'» 

nan, David Brown, John Wilfoh, John Wflfon Wright^ 
- James Carmichael, David Lyon, Thoma^ Noble, Alexander 

Scott, Alexander Knox, James Calder, William Urquhart, 

William Mofiat, John Hepburn." 

' ^ The Convention being divided into Se^ons, Mr. Gartley 
moved that the motions ihould be bid before the Sedions, and 
defired the Council of. the Table to condefcend on thoiediat 
were to be firft difcuffed." 

^ After arguing for finne time upon this fubjeft, it was refolved 
fnnply to read the motions in the order in which they are to be 
diicufled. This being done, the bufinefs was clofed by prayer ; 
after which the Convention adjourned till to-morrow at five." 

• fc<— — il>— fc— «— *iM>» 

^ EDINBURGH, 26th NOVEMBER, I793. 

" Seventh Day's Sitting. 
« Citizen Matthew C^npbell Brown m the Chair," 
" Reports from Se<ai«ns No. i, 2, 3, 5, and 6, were re- 
ceived and read, whereby it appeared dwt a majority of fuffrages 
in the Se^ions were ii> fevour of Mr. Sinclair. Citizen Sinclair, 
however, pled, that the Se£Hcm to whidi he belonged had 

' V 4» given 
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given their voices for Mr. Clark, but that the Sedretary i*af 
abfent It was refolved, however, that no verbal Report could 
be received from any Sedlion ; whereupon Citizen Browne hav- 
ing conftituted the Meeting by prayer. Citizen Sinckir iook 
the Chair." 

« The reports of the Sections being again confulted. Citizen 
Wardlaw was found duly recommended as affifhuit^ and was ac- 
cordingly eleSed." 

^ The minutes being read, Mr. Binny gave in the report of 
the Committee refpefting the fupporting of the Gazetteer." 

" Mr. Scot not being prefent, the Convention ordered the 
Committee to furnifli Mr. Scot with queftions propofed to be put 
to him by the Committee, and to anfwer the fame, and to re- 
port," 

« The following Gentlemen were admitted vifitors: Citizens 
John Bernard, Andrew Ridgelay, William Mitchell, Robert 
Brocldey, William Angus, Andrew Tweeddale, James Muir- 
bead, Alexander I.*anipnd, AdamMelrofe, James Taylor, John 
Hay, John Jonnet, Thomas Wyld, Robert Still, Walter Ait- 
ken, George King, John Thorburn, James Cuningham, C 
Scott, Mr. Mitchell, Citizen Hamilton Dun, John Wilfon, 
Robert Ogle, George Callum, Citizen Jardine, George Frier, 
James Thorburn, William Thomfon, James Forbes> Charles 
Mather, Mr. Steel, James Wai, George M'lntofti, John Ro- 
binfon, John Kay, John Denholm, John Eelbeck, Alexander 
Simpfon, and David Clark," 

^ After a long difcuffion upon Mr, Callender' s motion, they 
referred the fame far further coniideration till to-morrow." 

" The colle<ftion for to-night amounted to il. 9s." 

" MefT. Bremner and > ■ > ■ . ^s motion to employ the Editor 
of the Gazetteer for all papers relative to the Convention was 
then difcuffed at confiderable length, when a conciliatory motion 
was made; but at laft the original motion was referred to the 
Committee of Finance." 

^ Mqtion read, fxgned by Meff, Campbell and James Smidi, 
that it be ordered that the Convention fhall caufe a regular fet of 
books to be kept fbr the iiifertipn of Minutes, Motions, and 

other 
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other Proceedings, a book of Finance, &c. to be at all timef 
fiibjed to the infpedion of an intermediate Committee.** 

** Moved by Jo. Stark, and fcconded by James Carmichael, tfiat' 
the Bill of Rights be ordered to be printed immediately/* 

** Another motion was made by Citizen Alexander M^Kenzic, 
feconded by Citizen Walter Hart, that it be recommended to the 
different Societies through<Jut the country to copy the Bill of 
Rights info their minute books, as a bafis for their proceedings, 
and as a memento to every good Citizen, that they are doing 
what the Conftitution avows and admits, in order to prevent im-* 
proper conftruftions from beirtg put ort their conduct as friends 
to Reform.'* 

"All thefe motions were ordered to lie over to be confidered- 
by the Se£lions.'' 

" The Depute Secretary moved, that in future bufinefs fhould 
begin, and the Prefident take the Chair, precifely at five minutes 
paft five, in order to fave time ; which was unanimoufly 
agreed to.'* 

" Mr. Gourlay was unanimoufly elefted Tranfcriber of 
Motions." 

" The Chsdrman having faid prayers, the Convention ad- 
journed." -i^MHW— < 

"EDINBURGH, NOVEMBER 27, 1793. 

** Eighth Day's Sitting. 
" Mr. Sinclair in the Chair." 

** The reports being given in from all the 3c6^ions, Citizen 

John Clark was found to have the majority, but he being ab- 

fcnt, and C. John Gartley being alfo abfent. Citizen Mealmaker 

was recommended, and the queftion being put, was unanimoufly 

elected. The following vifitors were admitted, Mcflrs. Lyon, 

Mr. Thomfon, James Thomfon, George Walker, John Davies, 

from London." 

" The Chairman having conftituted the meeting by prayer," 

*' Mr. Mealmaker took the chair. The reports of the Sections, 

as to the nomination of an affiftant being read, Mr. Young was 

found to have the majority, but being abfent, Mr. James Wilfon 

was uijanimoufly elected," 

^Thc 
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.. * The munites being read, a motion Wsa pcttsUbcd bf Mr. 
Walter Hart Seconded by Citizen Calder^ that no noM ke 
allowed to be taken; bu t ■ ■ 

^ The Secretary mored^ that it ibould be immediately taken inW 
canfideratian* After arguing die matter, upon aflMni^ of faanb 
the votes were found equal, fixteen being- for immec&ate difcuP- 
fion, and fixteten for a delay. Whereupon the Prefident g«re Ae 
cafttng voice for delaying the motion, for the coidideration cf die 
S^^kions. Mr. £Uis,from Dundee, was allowed to ipeakoo die 
bufinefe.'* 

^ Mr. CaQender's motion being dien taken under confideratkniy 
amendments were propoied by Citizens Downie, Sinckur»and 
John Gardey/' 

^ Mr. Margarot pled for adopting the ipirit of Mr. CaBetk- 
der^s motion, but thought it would be more advantageous to 
poffpone adopting it till the conclufion of the Convention's 
bufinefs." 

^ Moved by Mr. Margarot, that a Committee, confifting of the 
Mover, Seconder, and thofe who have moved for amendments of 
Mr. Callender*s motion, be appointed to draw up a motion 
from the whole, that may probably meet die ideas of the whfde 
Convention-'' • 

** After fome converfetion it was agreed upon the motion of Mr. 
Calder, that the vote of the houfe be put firft on the fpirit of Mr. 
Callcnder's motion. Secondly, on the words of the motion ; 
and thirdly, on Mr. Margarot's motion. Agreed.*' 

" The fenfe of the Houfe being taken of the firft, it carried 
unanimoufly to adopt the motion as to its fpirit. On the fecond, 
it carried by a very great majority not to adopt the motion as fo 
worded. And thirdly, it was refolved, that (aid motion and aQ 
amcndinents be referred as above." 

*^ The report of the Committee for fupporting the Gazetteer 
was then made, bearing that having received an unlatisfedlory 
anfwer from Mr. Scot to the queftions put to him by the Con- 
vention, laft night, fuggeft the propriety of the Houfe refolving 
itfelf into a Committee for the purpofe of inveftigating the af&iri 
and for coming te a final determination. thereon." 

«Thc 
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. ^ The Convendon after (bane coniideratian, found diat all the 
affftance which was competent to diem was, to recommend from 
4ie Chair to each Delegate pre&nt, to endearour to prevail M4tb 
their feveral Societies to colle& what money they can for the 
pecuniary affiftance required, and tbe iamc was done accord- 

ingly.^'^ 

. ^ The colleAion for defraying expences was next called for, 
and die fum of il. Ss. of. coUeded/' 

^ Cidzen Jo. Gardey informed die Convention,. diat he was: 
under the neceffity to k^re die Coovendon and return home*. 
I/cave was granted upon the ufual recommendation, and upon a 
motion Dr. Taylor was nominated to fill his place in the Com- 
mittee of , and unanimoufly elected." 

^ The following motions were prefisnted and read, and ordered 
to lie over/' 

** Firft, From Mr. Margarot, and feconded by Mr. Gerrald, 
diat a Committee of five be appointed for the purpofe of drawing 
up weekly an abftra<^ of die minutes of the Convention, in or- 
der that the fame may be printed, and a copy fanX. to every^ 
country Society.'* 

" Second, From Mr, Archibald Wright, feconded by Mr., 
John John£bon. That as ignorance is die great fupport of op- 
preffion, and knowledge its deftru£lion, moved that diis Con- 
vention take fome method of enlightening the Highlands of 
Scodand." 

" Citizen Taylor was unanimoufly ele(9:ed a Member of the 
Committee of Finance, inftead of Citizen Clelandy who is gone 
to Newmills." ,,— 

" conrention hall, nov. 28, i793. 
« Ninth Day's Sitting. 
** Citizen Mealmakcr in the Chair." 
^ After the report of the Seflsons, it was found that Citizen 
John Clark had ten voices, Citizen Romanus nine voices, and 
Citizens James Gardey and Taylor had each eight voices for th- 
Chair. Clark and Romanus being abfent, it was thought pro- 
per to proceed with the cle£ki<Hi of the affiftan^ after which 

Citizen 
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Citizen TaylcM- was called to Ae Chair, and Citizen John Stark 
from Glafgow, was ele£^ed Affiftant, and Ac following tu- 
tors were admitted : Mungo Barrowman, James Jacklbn, Tho* 
mas Smidi, Andrew Bain, Thomas Johnfton, Alexander Laid- 
Jaw, John Mortem, Henry Vickars, Robert Gifchrift, Andrew 
Cockburn, John Bardet, John Barnet, James Muirhead, — 
Wyld, John Sanderfon, John Lamb, John Findlay, John Ed- 
beck, John Bogie, Thomas Johnfton, John Wright^ James 
Fiflier, John McGregor, John Ingram, Alexander Galloway, 
Korbum, MuAer, Lowrie, ■ Steel.'* 

'^ A. Scott gave in die report of Ten relpefting the Secretary'f 
accounts. The fame were ordered to be ingroffed. The Com- 
mittee of Finance begged Aey might be allowed to fit again, 
which was agreed to. They were ordered to meet on Saturday 
at ten e^clock, and Ae Ediaburgh Committee of Finance ap- 
pointed to attend Aem." 

*' A motion prefented by G. Rofe for Ae Committee of Union, 
to give in Aeir report, was read, and it was anfwered, diat they 
would do fo when Ae bufmeft was finiAed." 

** A letter from Ae Societies in Paifley was read, where dicy 
exprefled their approbation of the afts of the Convention, and 
begged that Citizen Skirving Aould aft for Aem as their Dele- 
gate, which was granted accordingly." 

*' Citizen Sinclair read Ae amendment upon Citizen Callen- 
der's motion, as agreed upon by Ae Committee, and it was 

agreed upon the motion of Citizen , that Ae Houfe 

ftould rcfolve itfelf into a Committee for its mature conlidera^ 
tion. In the courfe of Ae converfation. Citizen Brown gave 
a hiftory of the Habeas Corpus aft. After an excellent difcuffion 
of the queftion, pertinent remarks and amendments, Ae Con- 
vention was rcfumed, and Ae whole as amended being read over, 
tlir members flood upon their feet and folemnly and unanimoufly 
palled the refolutions as follows.** 

[Here a pagt is left blank in the original minutes J] 

« Citizen 
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«• Citiaen Gcrrald in an energetic and animated addf c6 expreflTcd 
his happinefs at the motion pafled, and expofed the z& of tht 
Irifh Parliament, called a Convention Bill, and Citizen Brown 
followed him in a manly fpeech, and proved the influence of die 
Executive Government over the Parliament/* 

^ Citizen Margarot read and propofed the following motion, vl/ 
VIZ. TTiat a Secret Committee of three, and the Secretary, be'" /p 
appointed to determine the place where fuch Convention of 
Emergency (hall meet. That fuch place fhall remain a fecret 
with them and with the Secretary of Ais Convention, and that 
each delegate fhall at the breaking up of the prefcnt feffion be 
entrufted with a fealed letter containing the name of the place of 
meeting. This letter (hall be delivered, unopened, to his Con*, 
ftituents, the receipt of which fliall be acknowledged by a letter 
to the fecretary, prefcrved in the fame ftate until the period (hall 
arrive at which it fliall be deemed neceflary for the ddegate to 
fet off. This motion was feconded by Citizen Moftat." 
. " And the fame was pa/Ted unaaimoufly." 

* The following Citizens were nominated a Secret Committee 
on this bufinefs, viz. Margarot, Ja Clark, with the Secretary 
and Brown, and they were requefted to devife the beft poiTible 
means of conveying this intimation to thofe Societies whofe 
views are the fame with ours, but may not have delegates at this 
Convention.** 

^ A colleflion was made, and one pound feven fliillings drawn." 
•* Mr. Binny complained diat he had received a letter figned by 
Robert Gilchrift, William Tod, James M^Lcay, and Henry 
Vickars. After reading the letter, and arguing upon the fubjeft^ 
it was refolved, that die letter fliould be burnt, and the door- 
keeper ordered not to admit thefe vifitors to any future meeting." 
** The following motions were read, and ordered to lie over 
for the confideration of the Convention by Citizen Ellis, fe* 
conded by Citizen James Wilfon, that a fund be raifed by flib- 
icription for defraying the expence of iinall patriotic publication* 
to be diftributed in the Highlands." 

^^ Every publication fliall bear die figure of a Highlandman in 
full drcfii with target mi bioad fword^ toiittra^t the attention of 

Highland- 
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HighlandmeiL No publication to coft more than half a 
penny." 

^ Second, By Citizen Calder and Gourlay, tbat a commidee 
be appointed to draw up a declaration of die natural) unalienable^ 
and unprefcriptable Rights of Man, and diat the fiune be pre- 
fixed to the addrefs to the people of Britain." 

*' Third, By Citizens Gourlay and Calder, that this Con- 
vention do order the bill called the Convention A£l, paffed in 
Ireland laft feflion, to be publifhed." 

^^ Fourth, Citizens Hepburn and Binny, that when any com- 
mittee is nominated, the Convention fliall fix die day when they 
ought to give in their report." 

« Fifdi, By Citizen Jo. Clark and M. C. Brown, diat i 
committee of obfervation be appointed in London to give die 
earlieft intimation of any motion of the kind mentioned in the 
foregoing refolutions to the different focieties." 



« CONVENTION HALI^ firft year of die BritUh Convene 
tion, 29th of November, Anno Domini, 1793." 

" Tenth Day's Sitting. 

" Citizen Taylor in the chair, the reports of die focieties being 
given in. Citizen James Wilfon was chofen prefident, and 
Citizens MofFat and John Clark were elefted Couniellors at the 
Tabic." 

** The following vifttors were admitted, John Colvill, James 
Leighton, Robert Wilfon, Robert Hardie, George Lawfen^ 
Daniel Campbell, James Smith, James Muirhead, John Muir- 
bead, Drummond and Wallace, two ftudcnts, George Frier, 
William Auchinlech, Davies, William M*Gill, Robert Rudiver, 
Robert Campbell, Solomon Wilfon, Robert Still, Rob. Burnet, 
David Hay, William Scott, James Archer, David Miller, 
John Merrylies, Thorburn, Mather, Cockfon, Jardine, John 
Lamb, James Laidlaw, James Gray, Steel, Kennedy, Galledy, 
Dickfon, Gray, Mitchell, John Keflbn, John Fcrgufon, Rob. 
Hay, Robert Martin, John Noble, Palmer, Cafter, Foriefter, 
David Clerk, Ogle, Denoon, Watt, Frafen" 

i *Tbc 
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^The Secretary read a moticm prefeiHed by M* MargaroC and 
Jofeph Gerrald, for weekly publication of the minutes, wbkht 
after fome difiruffion with an amendment^ propofed by Citizen 
Brow% pafled unanimoufly, and Citizens MofFat, Campbell, 
and Wm« Rofs, appointed the committee for drawing up the 
minutes/' 

^Citizen Margarot gave ^ in tlie Report of the Committee of 
Regulations, iduch were ordered to be printed, and copies, 
given into the Seflions on Monday for their confideration. Left 
it to the Committee of Publication to employ what printer they 
judge proper for printing the matters entrufted with tliem/' 

" The Secretary read John Clark's motion for a Committee 
t)f Obfervation to be appointed in London, Citizen Margarot 
ftated that there was no occafion for a Committee of that nature 
in London, as there vrere feveral thoufand people in that city 
upon the look out It was accordingly agreed, that the Cojv 
yendon fhould requeft the London Committee of Correfpon- 
dence to give the earlieft intelligence of what pafles in Parr 
liament." 

** Archibald Wright's motion for enlightening the Highlands, 
as well as John Gartly, Bremners, Kings, and Ellis's, and 
Archibald Wright proceeded to fupport his motion which he 
did by enumerating many of die grievances which our Mlovjr 
Citizens in the Highlands labour under, with feveral other ex-* 
cellent remarks of his own. He was feconded by M. C. Brown, 
who ftated one manner of enlifting foldiers in the Highlands 
which is too cruel not to be execrated, and too remarkable to 
pals uiyioticed, that \^en a man is what they term refra<^ory^ 
they take off his ihoes and ftockings, and hold his feet before the 
fire until excruciating torments make him agree to their ne&rious 
meafure." 

^ A collc^on was made, and one pound fixteen ihillings and 
ten-pence halfpenny drawn." 

^^ A letter frcun a friend, &c which had been tranfmitted to A. 
Scott of the Gazettes, was read, containing patriotic fendments 
and two guineas. And Citizen Taylor prefented a guinea fron^ 
another Citizen, whole napie he was not at liberty to mention. 

It 
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It vtBS flated by the Secretary that a Cidzen from Ixmdon wai 
'prefent who was to give five pound five fhillings to the Conven- 
tion when a colle£tion ihould be made for enlightemng ik 
•Highlanders. The thanks of the Houfe was unanimoufly given j 
to the before'-mentioned Patriots for their donations/* 

" Citizen Wright, Callender, Calder, Gerrald, and Sindaif, i 
were elefted a Committee to take into their coniideration the bcft ' 
method of difFufing by Conftitutional means political knoMidedge 
in the Highlands." 

^ Citizen Margarot propofedthat a fubfcription fhould be im- 
mediately entered irtto to carry die above into efFefl, and pre- 
iented one guinea for Gerrald and himfelf." 

" A fubfcription was immediately entered into for the above 
'purpofc by feveral Citizens, and the Treafurer was entrufted 
with the paper and the money drawn. The paper is to lye upon 
•ihe Table." 

*' The Convention at ten o'clock adjourned till to-morrow at 
eleven." 



" november 3o, 1 793. 
" Eleventh Day's Sitting. 

** Citizen Wilfon from Strathaven conftituted the meeting by 
prayer, after which Citizen Haddow was called to Ae chair, 
when the Secretary read a motion that z Committee be appointed 
to revife each day's minutes immediately on the rifing of the 
Convention, for the purpofe of fending them to the preis, to 
make hereafter a daily Bulletine of the fame, figned M. C. 
Brown and M. Margarot, the queftion being put, die motion 
pafled unanimoufly. The Committee chofen laft night were ap- 
pointed for this purpofe to be changed by a vote of die Con- 
vention." 

" The following vifitors were admitted, viz. Mr. Cranfion, 
William Rodger, Mr. Bourke." 

'' The Secretary read a letter from James Fifher, wherein he 
informed the Convention that Englifh was the beft language for 
addreffing the Highlanders, that with others were ordered to be 
given to the Committee upon that fubjcd." 

« Citizen 
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^ Citizen Callender mbved that no perfon fliould be allowed the 
honour of the Sitting, unlefs recommended by two members, 
which with amendments as in the motion itfelf pafled unanimoufly." 
"A Commiifion from the Lawn-market Society appointing 
Citizen John Davies aS a delegate from that Society to this 
Convention." 

** The Secretary read a motion of Citizen Haft's, for the bill of 
Rights to be copied into the books of each Society. This 
motion paffed as a recommendation for each Society to have a 
copy of the fame, &c. now publifhing by Mr. Skirving, &c." 

•* The Secretary read a motion for publifliing Ac natural, 
unalienable, and imprefcriptable Rights of Man, which was 
ordered to be given to the Committee of tJnion.'' 

" Moved, whenever a Committee is nominated, a day fhould 
be appointed for their giving in their Report. Referred to the 
Committee of Regulations." 

** A motion for printing the Convention bill pafled in die Irifli 
Parliament which was pafled over." 
' ** It was moved that Captain Johnflron fhould report fome cir- 
cumftances to the Convention, for which purpofe the Houfe 
refolved itfelf into a Committee, when he read an account of 
the tryal and fentence of D. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of 
Richmond's, and William Pitt's refolutions for a Parliamentary 
Reform. After which, the Chairman being replaced, the Secre- 
tary moved that Captain Johnfton fhould be allowed the honours 
of the Sitting." 

" Citizens Wilfon, from Strathaven, and Haddow, from Ha- 
milton, requefled leave of abfence fhould be granted to them, 
and moved that all the Delegates who had left the Convention 
fhould receive letters to return immediately, and remain at 
their pofls until the Important bufinefs which was daily intro- 
duced into Convention fhould be properly difcufled. A. Scott 
propofed that he would give a circular letter to the Delegates in 
the Gazetteer gratis." 

" A motion of William Campbell for a regular fet otbooks for 
the infertion of minutes, motions, and other proceedings, a book 
of fuiance for the infpc^on of an intermediate Committee which 

Z paiTed 
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paffcd with this wnwidment, that every perfon who made tnd 
feconded a motion, Ihould fubfcribe his, or their names in the 
book for copying in the motions that have paffed." 

« A motion from Alexander Fortune for refuting charges made 
by Ariftocratic authors, was referred to the Conruniltec ot 
Union." 

" A motion from Mr.Margarot for every Delegate to fubfcribe 
the minutes as a mark of his refolution to abide by them, 
which lays over for confideration of the Convention on Mon- 
day-'* 

" Citizen Brown being appointed laft night to draw up an an- 
fwer to the letter which the Convention received, containing twyi 
guineas, read his anfwer, which was approved of and ordered Vj 
be publifhed in the Gazetteer/' 

" A motion of David Downie to fine thofe members who did 
not attend their fedtions. The order of the day viras called for." 

" A motion for drawing out a kvcAl of a petition to Pariiament 
being read, the order of the day was moved upon it." 

" Four and tcn-pcncc of a colleftion was made, and the Con- 
vention adjourned till five o'clock on Monday." 



« monday, december 2, 1793-" 

•'first year of the british convention." 

"Twelfth Day's Sitting." 

" Citizen John Clark Mafon in the chair, and citizens Downie 

and Romanus afliftants at the tabic. Read the manutes of the 

laft fitting/* 

*• Upon it being moved that Citizen Smith's motion for pe- 
titioning Parliament be difcuffed immediately, it was agreed, that 
Citizen Smith fliould withdraw it and prefent another." 

" The motion prefented on Saturday by Citizen Margarot, was 
read by the Secretary, when Citizen Margarot rofc and fup- 
ported it as well as Citizen Callender, who faw the neceflity of 
peo/.le fubfcribing to their principles. Citizen Brov/n did not 
fee the motion neceflary, as any member of the Convention 
would be liable to the penalties incurred by any a<£t of the Con- 
vention 
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veiition, although forty miles abfent firbih it at die time it 
paffed/* 

" Citizen Margaret pled that no man was bound for any aft 
of the Convention at which he was not prefent" 

^ Citizen Browne defended the oppofite principle, and illuftra-' 
ted his argument by the cafe of a peer^ who was hanged for be- 
ing in the company of fome poachers who killed a game-keeper, 
though his lordfliip had left them before the deed was perpetrated.** 

" Citizen Margarot prefented an amendment of his motion^ 
which was feconded by Citizen Callender, and approved of by 
Citixen Brown, who defended the legality of our meetings, ahd 
the conftitutional principles upon which we meet, and tecom'% 
mended unanimity as the bafis Of our ftrength and fuccefc.'* 

" Citizen Skirving infifted that all the members, both of thcr 
Convention and of the primary Societies, fhould fubfcribe a 
folemn league and covenant." 

" Citizen Callender confidered the whole members to be al- 
ready bound." ^ 

*^ Citi^fcen Gerrald pled for liberality of fentiment, and corti- 
pared the people and their enemies to the worfliippers of the tn«i 
God, and of Baal. He afterwards read fome paragraphs frorh die 
Edinburgh Herald, with fuitable comments, and compared the 
Conftitution of. 1688 to a dead horfe. He Ibewed the infipidity 
of die tide Gentleman, and the propriety of die term Citizen. 
Remarked the. impropriety of the mode of promulgating our 
laws, by reftriiling them to be fold by one printer, and publifh- 
ing them in the Saxon charafter, which few can read. After 
many other ren^arkS) humourous and ferious, he concluded by 
obierving, that the fignature aflumed by the author A. B. wa» 
very proper, as his knowledge did not feem to go beyond d» 
two firft letters of the alphabet.'* 

^^ Citizens Newton, Mealmaker and Aitchifon, exprefled their 
doubts of the neceffity of the meafure recommended in the 
amendment, which Mr. Brown removed. Citizen Aitchifoa 
faid he was fctisfied. Citizen James Smith thought it favoured 
too much of ths meafares of MiniAry, in fifhing for loyal ad- 
drefies* Citizen. Mi^lmaktr wa$ of the fame mind/' 

Z 2 " Citizen 
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" Citizen Margarot defended the meafure as a good precedent 
for future Legiflators* Citizen Skirving alfo pled for the 
motion ; infifted diat it was proper, on all occafions, to take die 
opinion of the primary Societies, and confidered the Convention 
as only a committee of the people." 

** Citizen Callender objedfed to die meafure as unneceflary, and 
acknowledged himfelf wrong in having feconded it." 

^ Citizen Margarot (hewed feveral advantages tiiat would flow 
from pafEng the motion, particularly in (topping die mouths of 
our enemies." 

*' Citizen Philip (aid, whatever became of die modon he would 
jeport to his conftituents*" 

" Citizen Brown infifted, that as Citizen Callender had objeftcd 
to die modon he had figned, he begged his name might be in- 
ferted in his ftead." 

*' Citizen Margarot pled in favour of die motion, diat the 
approbation given by the many dioufands of their coiiftituents in 
London, Sheffield, Norwich, Leeds, &c." 

*' The morion being put to the queftion, was agreed to widi 
one difTentient voice, who afterwards withdrew his oppofi- 
tioh." 

** Citizen Browne read a fpirited advertifement from the Not- 
tingham Society, infertcd in a Sheffield newfpaper." 

" Citizens Mealmaker, and James Smith, being appointed coi- 
ledors, nineteen (hillings and three-pence three farthings were 
drawn and delivered to Mr. Reid the Treafurer." 

*' A motion was made by Citizen Scott, and feconded by Citi- 
zen Aitchifon, that the Convention (hall pafs fome refoludons 
refpe<Sting the late unprecedented and imwarrantable infringe- 
ments on the Freedom of the Prefs ; partiaJarly the arbitrary 
fentence of Judge Wilfon againft Mr. Holt, for reprinting the 
Duke of Richmond's and Mr. Pitt's plan of Reform." 

" The tickets being coUefted the Sections were divided as 
follows." 

« No. I." 
" John Noble, James Tod, James Wilkie, John Auchinleck, 

Archibald Binny, James Foyar, Mitchdl Young, Thouas 

Kennedy 
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Kennedy, James Calder, Peter Moffat, John Wilfon, David 
Brown, William Romanus, William Fleming, M. C. Brown, 
William Robertfon, David Lyon, David Malloch, Robert 
Orrock, IngHs," 

"No- 2." 
^ William Johnfton, Peter Wood, Alex. Wilfon,' Alex, Mac 
Kenzie, George Rofs, James Lawfon, David Dowiiie, 
A. Knox, Thomas Cockburn, J. Grindlay, WiUiam Eel-^ 
beck, John Wilfon, Alex. Reid, James Smith, John Clarkf 
John Muir, John Thymie, D. Taylor, J. Johnfton^" 

«No. 3." ' ' 

•* George Mealmaker, William Mac Cubbin, Robert Chriftie, 
John Davies, William Philip, Peter Hunter, John Thom(bn| 
William Campbell, David Bertie, Alex. Fortune, William 
Bonthrone, Alex. Aitchifon, Maur. Margarot, John Wyld, 
James Bell, Andrew Newton, William Moffat, James Smith, 
Paifley." 

« No. 4." 
*' Arch. Wright, Jofeph Gerrald, Alex. Scott, George Brookley^ 
James Thomfon, John Dunn, David Gowans, George 
Callender, Alex. Bell, George Waddle, James Cannichael, 
William Rofs, Alex. Bremner, John Gourlay, John Ward- 
law, John Buchanan, James Somervaill, Thomas Smith, 
James Tweedie." 

^ Citizens Alex. Scot and A. Callender moved, that the Britifli 
Convention take under confideration a refolution paffed at laft 
meeting of the Scottifli Convention, to petition the Conmions 
Houfe of Parliament for a Parliamentary Reform." 

" Citizens James Smidi and Peter Wood moved, that this 
Convention take under confideration, whedier (after the con- 
temptible manner in which the late petitions for Parliamentary 
Reform were treated) they (hall again petition for Reform, or at 
what period they fhould recommend the lame to their con-* 
fiituents.— The-mecting concluded wiA prayer." 

Z 3 ^ THIRTEENTH 
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^ THIRTEENTH ,DAY'S SITTING." 

^ The meeting eledled Citizen John Wilfon, preildcnt, for this 
day's fitting, and Citizens Fortune, Young, and Wardlaw, 
affiftants at the table. — The Secretary read a commiflion from 
Perth, appointing Citizens Malloch and Smith, delegates for 
die focieties in that town, which appointment die Convention 
approved of unanimoufly." 

** The Secretary having read laft night's minutes, the Con- 
vention proceeded to bufinefs." 

« Citizen Brown, of Sheffield, produced a commi/Gon from 
the Leeds Conftitutional Society, appointing him their Delegate^ 
which was received arid approven of by the Cpnvcntion." 

" The Convention, upon a motion by Citizen Campbell, re- 
commended to the focieties to meet as ufual in their relpcclivc 
focieties for receiving new members." 

" The committees were called upon for their report?. — ^Thc 
cxcufe from the committee was received. — ^The CcHTunittee of 
Regulation produced fome additional rules for the confideradon 
of the Convention, which were reported by Citizen Margarot, 
one by one, a|t:er the Convention had agreed, by a vote, to poft- 
pone the final confideration till the whole (hould be printed, ^nd 
laid under the confideration of the fedions." 

" After hearing Mr. Margarot, the additional regulations were 
ordered to be printed, and laid before the fe<9:ions to-morrow." 

" Upon a motion by Mr. Skirving, that the lift of fubfcriptioris 
for promoting political knov/lcdgc in the Highlands, fhould be 
remitted to the committee on that bufincfs, be promoted in fuch 
marmer as they (ball judge neceiEuy.— *The Convention accord- 
ingly remitted the famci" 

"Mr. Scott's motion and refolutions being read. Citizen 
Aitchifon was called upon, in abfence of Citia^en Scott, the 
mover, to defend them, who faid that his fole motive in (econding 
them was, that they might get a fair hearing.— Citizen Mar- 
garot oppofcd the bufinefs, as foreign to that which we were met 
upon, and thought it unneceiTary to attempt to lop ofF the 

branches/ while we were endeavourii^ to •' 
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^^ Citixen Callendcr defended the reibludons as neceflarily con- 
Hefted with the bufinefs before us." 

*' Citizen Skirving infiftcd, that we Had no proper data or 
official information to proceed upon." ' 

^^ Citizen Aitchifon argued, that the newfpapers, howcvier falfc 
iii other refpeits, could not err in re&ting matter^ erf this kmd; 
and propofed that, as Mr. Scott yn!i abfcnt, the further cons* 
fideration of the motion and refolutions fhould eidier be pofts- 
pbned till to-morrow evening, or remitted to a committee." 

** Citizen Margarot had no objeiHons to a* delay, but urgcrf 
many reafonfe why either no notice fhould be taken at all, or only 
-i flight general reftJution pafled and mentioned," 

" Citizen Brown argued, that the perfecution of individuaTs' 
ferved the caufe of reform, and therefore it would be improper 
to flop them in their prefent career." 

** The Prefident having put the queftion to proceed of dclajr 
the confideration of the motion, it was unanimoufly agreed to 
delay it till to-morrow." 

« Citizens Wild and Jo. Clark being appointed coUeSors, 
iSghteen fliillings and nine-pence were colledted." 

^ A commiflion of delegation fioin Paifley, in feVonr of Citizen 
James Smith, was read, and his name ordered to be enrolled.**' 

" The new delegates from Paifley and Perth wer^ added to the 
Committee of Finance, who appointed to meet at Rofs, half 
paft three," 

^ Citizen Aitchifon moved, that the office of Depute Secretary 
be aboliflied." 

* Citizens Gordon, Murray, and John Wardlaw moved, Aat 
Ae feaitences of different courts againfl: our brethren, in -flic 
caufe erf liberty, fhould be printed and publilhed to die worid, 
that the world may judge of the merits of thefe merciful' 
fchtbncfes." 

• * Gitteen Margarot moved an ironical amendment of Citizen- 
Scott's motion." 
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« EDINBURGH, NOV. 3, 1 793." 

(Error in the originaU — Should be 4/A December,) 
^Fourteenth Sitti^tg or the British Convention.** 

" No reports being received from any of the feftions, fevc 
one.— After prayers by die prefident of the former fitting, 
Mr. Mac Cubbin was unanimoufly called to the chair. — ^James 
Wilfon, from Paifley, to the council table.*' 

" Read the minutes of laft fitting ; called for die rep<Hts, if any, 
from committees. — ^Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a 
motion to the effe£l, that the moment of the illegal diiperfion of 
the prefent Convention be confidered as our fummcms to rep^ur 
to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of Emer- 
gency, by the Secret Committee, and that the fame motion be 
confidered this evening." 
* ** Leave was accordingly granted." 

^ The Convention then heard the only two motions on their 
table read, which regarding the fame matter, and it being ob* 
jefted, that the bufinefe of thefe motions was to be taken up to- 
morrow evening, after fome converfation it was carried by a 
vote of die Houfe, to delay further converiation till to^mcnrow 
evening." 

*' Mr. Margarot being prepared to bring forward his motion 
above mentioned, the fame was taken under confederation, and 
is as follows : 

" Moved, " T'hat the moment of any illegal difperfion of the 
** prefent Convention, fhall be confidered as a fummons to the 
** delegates to repair to the pjace of meeting appointed for the 
*' Convention of Emergency, by the Secret Committee; and 
" thit the Secret Committee be inftru£ted to proceed^ without 
** delay, to fix the place of meeting." 

" The Convention having confidered the motion friHy, unani- 
moufly refolved the lame, and appointed the Secret Committee 
to proceed as defired." 

"Citizen Scot brought forward his moved refolutions rela- 
tive to the feverc fentences pafTed againft Daniel Holt, the 
iatcr, &c," 

. > ^ A commiffioa 
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^ A commifSon to Citizen James Boyd, from the Friends of 
the People, in Kilmarnock, to reprefent them in this Convention, 
was read and fuftained.'* 

" An amendment was propofed by way of fubftit|ite to Citizen 
Scot's refolutions, as was alfo another refolution, by way of fub« 
ftitution to fame, was offered by Citizen Margarot, and read." 

^^ After Ibme convcr^on the Convention, upon a motion by 
the Secretary, agreed to refer the motion, with amendments, to 
the mover, the amenders, together with Citizens Brown, Gerrald, 
and Callender, and appointed th^m to report againft Saturdajf^ 
fjrft, at the furGieft," 
. ** Read the following motion by Citizen Callender: 

** Refolved, that the following decimation and refolutions bft 
inferted at the end of our minutes ; 

*'That this Convention, confidering the calamitous confe- 
quences of any a£l of the Legiflature which may tend to deprive 
the whole, or any part of the people, of their undoubted right to 
meet, either by themfelves, or by delegation, to difcufs any 
matter relative to their common intereft, whether of a public or 
private nature, and holding the fame to be totally inconfiftent 
with the firft principles and fafety of foci^ty, and alfo fubverfive 
of our known and acknowledged conftitational liberties, do 
hereby declare, before God and the world, that we fhall follow 
the wholefome example of former times, by paying no regard to 
^y aft which fhall militate againft the Conftitution of our* 
country, and fhall continue to affemble and confider of the befl 
means by which we can accomplifh a real reprefentation of the 
people, and annual eleftion, until compelled to defift by fuperior 
force*'* 

*♦ And we do refolve^ 

** That the firft notice given for the btroduftion of a Con- 
vention Bill, or any bill of a fimilar tendency to that paffed in 
Ireland, in the laft feffion of their parliament, or any bill for the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Aft, or the " Aft for pre- 
^ venting wrongous imprifonment, and- againft undue delays in 
•f trials in North Britain;" or in cafe of an invafion, or the 
juimiffion of any foreign troops whatfoever into Great Britain or' 

Ireland, 
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Ireland, all, or any one of thde calamitous circiimftances, ffiall 
1|^ a fignal to Ac feveral delegates to repah- to ftich place as the 
Secret Committee of this Convention ibsil appoint ; and the 
ffft feven members fhall have power to declare the fittings 
permanent, and twentj^one ftiaU conftititte a Conrentton, and 
proceed to buftneft.'* 

• " The Convention doth therelbre reW ve^ That each delegate, 
immediately on his return home, do convene his conftituent«, 
^nii explain to them die neceffity of electing a delegate, or de- 
legates, and of eftabiiibing a fund, without delay, againft any of 
thefe emergencies, for his or their expence 5 and that dicy do 
inftru(% the laid delegate, or delegates, tx> hold diemielves ready 
to depart at one hour's warning.'^ 

^ EDIKBUKGH, NOV. 6, I79J" 
<* GENERAL COMMITTEE.'*^ 

** Citizen Urquhart in the Chair." 
*^ It was moved, that ftrangers^ who often attended the focicties, 
and who never came forward to fubfcribe the books, jtbould be 
called in queftion, and afked their reaibns. — ^It was agreed 
for the Secretary to go round, and coUedJ: the names of dw 
Jftrangers.** 

*' Citizen Hamilton Rowan, Simon Butler, from Ireland, Mar- 
garot, Sinclair, and Gerrald, from London, were introduced, 
^id received with acclamations.'* 

" The Secretary read the minutes of laft committee.'* 
" The Secretaiy ftated, that, in confequence of the delates 
from London having arrived too late for the Convention, he,. 
with advice, had recalled the delegates from the country, and 
appointed the 19th of this month to be the firft day of 
meeting," 

" Citizen Margarot, from London, ftated to the conunittee^ 
that 500 conftables attended their meeting in London, in order to 
apprehend them, when fending delegates to this country.*-* 
I'hey .overcame that obftacle. — ^But a journey of 400 miles is 
not a journey of a moment, — They arrived the day after^r— The 

Convention 
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Convendon hoped tku; the recalling this delegates would ftrike 
terror in our enemies, and while we behaved according to tfac 
laws of the country, we did not need to be afrsud.'^ 

^ Citizen Buchanan moved, diat th^ delegates from Londoi 
ihould tell the fituation of their focietjr." 

" Citizen Margarot anfwered, that the focicties in London 
were very numerous, though fometimes flu&uating. — ^In feme 
j}arts of England whole towns are reformers. — Sheffield, and 
environs, there are 50,000. — In Norwich there are 30 fociedcs 
in one, — ^If we could get a Convention 6f England and Scotland 
i:alled, we might reprefent fix or feven hundred thoufand males, 
which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom^ anfl 
Miniftry would not dare to refufe us our rights," 

^ Citizen Butler faid, he did not know how far he T^'as at liberty 
to lay any thing, as he was not a delegate, but he would give aa 
account of Ireland : the executive part of the government were 
almoft omnipotent — ^the landed intereft is almoft ariftocratic— 
the manufeSurer idle — laft parliament was expeded to have 
given Ireland emancipation — ^however that profpeft was flatterinj^ 
a few weeks changed the fcene — ^an infamous coalition took 
place between the Oppofition and Miniftry — ^the catholics re*. 
tired with vidiat they had got — no longer oppofed by them, the 
Government tiu-ned their oppreffive meafures againft the friendb 
of reform — the united Irifhmen were profecuted — ^he himfelf had 
experienced fix months imprifonmeut — Belfaft was declared to 
be in a ftate of rebellion — ^though Freedom was not cried up 
in the ftreets, yet it dwelt in almoft every heart. — Univerlid 
emancipation was the meafure for which he was an advocate.— 
All that he knew of this country viras, that die firft day his friend 
was in Edinburgh, he veas arrefted* for nothing that he knew^ 
except it xwas for being fo wicked as to come here, — ^In Scotland 
they yet met in Convention— in Ireland the Parliament had 
ena&ed laws againft it.^— -When a law like that ihould take place 
Jiere, he was afraid Freedom would vanifli/' 

** Mr. CaHender &id, that he hoped thofethat would pais fuch 
an a£l of parliament,, ihould be forced to eat it, and hoped that 
Scotland and England fhould n6t ?ibmit?to iu" 

« Citizsa 
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- ** Citizen Gerrald fidd, that he came here armed with the power 
«f delegation. — ^If our neighbour's houfe is on fire, the grcatCT 
ibould be our vigilance to prevent the flames feizing our own. — 
A parchment piece of juftice had been prefented in Ireland;— 
he hoped tliat, if ever it was pafled here, we (hould throw it in 
the face of our oppreflbrs/* 

** Every thing the people had gained, had been through Con- 
irentions : — ^the revolution was the confequcnce of a Com'cn- 
tion — the revolution eftablifhed, that truft abufed was revocable— 
the revolution excluded all placemen and penfioners. — ^Do we 
enjoy any benefit from that aft ? It made Miniflers refponfiblc. 
How many bad Minifters have we feen go down to die grave in 
peace, and honoured with all the dignities a King can confer ? — 
Union would carry our principles into execution. — A citizen 
from Ireland, told you, that as foon as the alarm bell was rung, 
Ae Oppofition joined the Minifler. — Party is ever a bird of 
prey, and the people their banquet." 

♦* The Secretary read the circular letter he intended to fend to 
iflie delegates,'* 

Citizen Scott read a letter, addreffed to the Secretary, ap- 
proving his conduft in calling the new Convention.*' 

'' Mr. Buchanan advifed the Secretary to add to the circular 
letter to the delegates, that they fhouldmake up their minds 
upon what addrefs they would give to the public," 

" The Secretary flatcd to the meeting, that an order had come 
down for removing the convids, but to what place, or when, it 
was not known ; he thought that it was meant to raife a tumult, 
by which our Convention might be flopped. — He, therefore, 
read a hand-bill to be diftributed among die people, to keep them 
on their guard.'* 

^ Mr. Wright, Mr. Aitchifon, and Mr. Scott, were againfl the 
motion. — Mr. Scott faid, that Mr. Muir fuffered with a magna- 
nimity that required our admiration; — ^he begged to call their 
attention to a motion which was made for a fubfcription for 
Mr. Muir — ^he has fufFered in our caufe — we owed him a mark 
of our efteem — ^he hoped the grcatcft of all ties, gratitude, would 
ftimulate our exertions,'* 

«Thc 
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*< The Mowing committee is appointed to carry into effe^ a 
fubfcription for Citizens Muir and Palmer : 

" Mr. Skirving, Binny, Callcnder, Moffat, Urquhart, and 
Scott." 

** A Citizen Member moved, that we fhould approve of the 
delegation from London, and teftify our readinefs to co-operate 
with diem in our great undertaking." 

"A collc<Elion was drawn for the ufe of ^e meeting.— One 
pound was coUeSed." 

^^ The thanks of the meeting was given to the delegates from 
London and Ireland." 

**• Citizen Sinclair faid, that they did not come here for thanks, 
but to merit them; he faid, that it was unanimity that could 
enfure our fuccefs; let us then perfevere." 

** Mr. Hamilton Rowan faid, that ♦ ♦ ♦ ^ 

♦ . ♦ « « . « ♦ '» 

^^ The Chairman returned, in a moft fenfible and animated 
fpeech, the thanks of the Convention to the delegates from Eng- 
land, and die friends from Ireland, — He iaid. May a fenfe of 
duty pervade the breaft of every man — ^not the diftinftion ot 
Scotfman or Englifhman, but, as men, exert all our abilides in 
the great caufe." 

^^ Cidzen Butler iaid, that the thanks of the virtuous muft 
^ways be felt by the Friends of Freedom." 

" Cidzen Margarot did not rife, as a delegate from London, 
to exprefs his acknowledgement of thanks, but wiflied to know 
what was the nature of the prefent fociety. — The Secretary gave 
the information." 

^ It was moved, and agreed to, that die Hon. Simon Buder and 
A. Hamilton Rowan fhould be admitted." 

" Cidzen Buder faid, diat he had, in his own fociety, taken a 
tcft to be fteady in the caufe of reform. — It was a teft engraved 
on his heart, and which he would carry to his grave." 

*' It wasa greed, that the powers of the delegates of our Con- 
vendon continue undl another Convention is called." 
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Jldt\ John GurnelL I found thcfe papers in the priibner's houfe* 

They were read, 

" Edinburgh J Dec. 8, 1793. 
*<- Fellow Citizek, 

^ We defirc that a CQpy of the mclofed papers be kept by die 
*• Society, and that another copy of diem be delivered without dc- 
« lay to Citizen Martin, in order that he may proceed thereupon 
H immediately. 

" You will already have had confufed accounts of what has. 
^ taken place here for the laft four days, but on Tuefday next Ac 
^ Edinburgh Gazetteer fhall (if defpotifm permit) give you a 
** complete detail of every thing ; the Society will thereby be able to 
" difcover, that our arrival in Scotland has been produ£live of 
^ great advantage to the caufe, and at the feme time has given 
**-great alarm to our enemies. We are very much furprifed at die 
^ remiflhefs of the Society, while we are expofing our life and 
^ liberty, while we are devoting our time and our exertions to 
" their fervice, while we are incurring numberlefs cxpences, and 
** affronting dangers which would ftagger the moft hardy of them ; 
" while we are doing all this, we are moreover obliged to remind 
*f them of it, and that fupplies arc now become more neceflary 
'^ than ever. Surely, tlie pecuniary exertions of any individual in 
" the Society can never be compared to our endeavours ; honoured 
^ with their confidence, we find ourfelves happy in being placed in 
" the front of the battle ; but let them remember that our facri- 
*' ficing ourfelves will be of little ufe, unlefs they afford us a pro- 
*^ per fupport, and that niolt immediately. Not daring any longer 
*' to truft to the pofl, we fend you all thefe papers la a parcel j you 
*' will be fo good as to make us acquainted with their fafe arrival. 
^ Gerald wiflies to get to London as foonas poflible : he will com- 
*' municate that which cannot be fo fully exprelTed by letter ; you 
*' may confider this as a private letter, but you may read fuch parts 
" of it, as you think proper, to any member of the Society, cfpe- 
^ cially where it may be produftive of Good. You will fee by the 
" inclofed papers, that power has proceeded in a mofl arbitrary 
•* manner ; almoft all die prominent charafters in the Convention 
** have been, or are to be, apprehended and examined. Lord Daer 

"will, 
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^ will, we- believe, meet with no greater favour than ourfJves} 
« we underftand that there is a \v;irrant out againft him. As an 
** account ofwhat has liappcned to us would exceed the bouiKls of 
*' a letter, we will only juft give you a Iketch of it, by way of 
" journal, referrmg you, as wc iiud before^ to next Tuefilay's 
** Gazetteer, 

** Thurfday morning at feven o'clock, a Sheriff*s OflScer, foU 
** lowed by five other men, entered our bed-room, informed us he 
** had a warrant {which,ho wcver, he refufed to (hew) for appre^ 
** bending us, and feizing our papers. We remained confined aU 
^ day; at night we were examined and admitted to bail^eadi ia 
^ the fum of two thoufand Merks. 

" Friday morning at nine o'clock, we were fent for again witlu 
" out a warrant, for the purpofe of being prefent at the opening of 
^ a Cnall trunk, containing our papers ; but M. M. protefting 
" againft the illegality of the whole of the proceedings, and refufing 
" to give up the key, the SherifF Subftitute, and the Procurator 
** Fifcal dared to proceed no farther in the bufinefs, 

** Saturdayrooming at nine o'clock, two meflengers came again 

^ into our room with Gerrald j they left a fummons to appear at 

t*' ten o'clock with M, M.; they left nothing but a requeft to ac-. 

•^ company Gerrald to the office, yet when arrived there, he foun4 

** that a warrant was iflued againft him, for the purpofe of detain-r 

** ing him a prifoner. While the box was opened, and the papers 

«* examined, M. M. ftill perfiftii^ in his refufal,the key was forced 

" f.om him, the trunk was opened, the papers examined, and part- 

•* ly reftored ; the other part was kept, and a declaration drawn 

** up which he was required to fign, but refufed, protefting againi^ 

" the whole of the bufinefs, Gerrald, however, figned what was 

*^ drawn up in his name, and we were once more liberated; and 

** fince then, now already twenty-four hours, no further perfecu- 

** tion has been commenced ag^unft us j but while we, as individu- 

^ als, were thus harrafled, (Thurfday) the whole of the Convention 

** were equally ill ufed ; many of them were taken into cuftody, 

" and when the remainder met as ufual, the Provoft, attended by 

^ his myrmidons, went, and after pulling ^latthew Campbell 

^ Browue,of Sheffieldjout^of the chair^ ordered the Convention to 

«difperfe. 
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^ dilperfe, and informed them^at be would allow no fudi mert- 
•* mgs in future. (Friday) the next day, the Convention havinj 
«* agreed to meet at another place, out of the jurifdiftion of the 
" Provoft ; we had not been long affembled before the Sheriff, 
• *^ with his myrmidons, appeared among us, and commanded us to 
^ depart ; after having afked whether that meeting was theBritifh 
*^ Convention, and being anfwered in the affirmative, he next en- 
^ quired who was prefident, upon which M. M. having openly 
^ afked, and obtained leave of the Convention, placed hlmfelf in 
•* the chair ; informed the Sheriff that he, M* M. was then PrefiJcnt 
** of die Britifli Convention, and that he would not break up die 
" meeting unlefs unconftitutionally forced thereunto by the Shc- 
** riffs pulling him out of the chair ; which the latter (after fomc 
*^ little hefitation) having complied with, the Ex-prefidcnt, (Ger- 
** raid) was alfu put into the Chair, which he would not leave 
" but by being pulled out j adjourned the Convention to the place 
** where it was to become permanent in its fitting, and having 
** called upon his colleague Gerrald, for to clofe the meeting with 
** prayer, the company departed peaceably, but not without vari- 
^ ous refleftions on the proceedings, and thofe refledlions not 
*« confined merely to die Members of the Convention, but com- 
** ing alfo from thc^ crowd without doors, and even from the at- 
^ tending conftables. The next day a proclamation was iffued by 
^ the Provoft, forbidding all aflembling within the limits of his 
" jurifdiclion. We knov/ not what will happen, but we venture 
" to prcdift that all this pcrfecution will increafe rather than di- 
^ minifh the ardour of the people for Reform. The country 
*^ Societies hearing of this, are hourly pouring in frefli Delegates. 
" Want of paper forbids my writing any more. 

" Adieu ! yours, 

**M. M." 

" Edinburgh^ December ic)y 1793. 
« Fellow Citizens, 
"It is impoffible for us to find time to write you as we ought; 
** every inftnnt we are interrupted, or rather the Houfe is not free 
^ from vifitors from early hour until twelve at night, and we have 
" bcfides fuch a variety of bufinefs upon our hands that we can 
« fearcely make any pj ogrefs. However, as Sinclair, the Dcle- 

*<gate 
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►gate of the Society ibr Conftitiitidnal iiifofmatkm^ "vwlh^vii 

•* in town as foon as this letter, he will be able to give yoa art 

** accurate verbal detail of all the infenlous proceedings which 

^ have taken place hefe— of the progrefs of Reform, and of tha 

'^ plans for future operations. My colleague Gerraldalfo propofei 

** to leave this place the latter end of this, or the beginning of 

« next week. He will explain hiftifelf to you. Pray fend hiiri 

" money for his journey, &c. He is now gone to Perth on very 

*^ urgent bufmefs. *Excufe me from entering into any detail at 

^ prefent. We have to acknowledge your two laft letters ; they 

^ came fefe, but flow, being delivered only five days after their 

"date, where the delay originated w^ cannot tell — ^your firff 

** gave us a draft for twelve guineas ; and your fecond enclofed a 

" ten pound note, both very acceptable ; but we are forry to add, 

** that they do not clear our expences. Expences which are no 

^ wayfe owing to extravagancy but to abfolute neceffity, and Ure 

<* extremely profitable to the caufe itfelf. We well know ho^ 

^ heavy the burthen is on the Society j and we grieve that ouf 

" fbrmerfacrifices Ihould haVe left us little elfe to offer other than 

f* our perfonal exrertions. We feel as we ought the approbation 

<^ you beftow On our conduft ; and we flatter ourfelves, that ouf 

" future behaviour will give you no reafon tp diink your praife 

*' prematurely beftowed. Since Sinclair's departure nothing new 

?has oCx:ur^ed, excepting the formation of a Society fome whertj 

** about the Grampion Hills ; they have already got the intelli- 

*' gence that the Convention mean to enlighten the Highlands ; 

** ^d they teftify their gratitude for our remembrance and our 

** exertions, and have already made a fubfcription tov^r3s it. — 

** Again interrupted, and likely to lofe the pofl, unlefs I difpatch 

**this immediately. Believe me Fellow-Citizens, yours unto 

^ death. 

« MAURICE MARGAROT*" 

• 

^ Pray, toy worthy friend Hardy, did you fome weeks back 
•* receive an enclofed letter to Preval ? Did you likewife receive 
** the papers and parcel fent you by the Charlotte, on Wednefday 
^ the loth inftant .? Have you done any thing with that piece of 

A a - *' paper? 
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^ p»fG^1 Hav^fou written to Norwidi; JUid have they anftrer^ 
^ you? — ^I have fent them news regularly, but have not received a 
^ fingle letter from thenu Send them fixne frefh mode of dired- 
^ ing to me, or elfe let them fend their letters toj^ou firft.— Pray 
^ queftion Sinclair moft particularly — ^vale & amor." 

Addreffed 
tt Mr. Thomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly^' . 

Mr. Thctnas Maclean^ I found thefe two papers in the poffef- 
fion of Mr. Adams. 

Jleicander Grant faid he believed them to be the prifoner's 
hand-writing. 

They were read. 

** London, January 10, 1794- 
«* Citizen Adam9, 
« The London Correfponding Society hcfp the Society for 
^ Conftitutional Information to accept of a few copies of M. 

" Margaret's indidment. 

« THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 

•' P. S. The London Correfponding Society is to have a Gcne- 
*^ ral Meeting, and anniverfary dinner on Monday the 20A inftant 
« at the Globe Tavern, Strand." 

Addreffed 
** Citizen jfdamsy Secretary to the Society for Conftitutional Infor^* 

•* motion, 

** London, January nth, 1794. 
" Fellow Citizens, 
• I have juft received a letter from Citizen Margarot at Edin* 
" burgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where 3rou will 
** fee that Citizen Skirving is found guilty, and fentenced for four- 
"teen years tranfportation to Botany Bay. Margaret's trial 
•* comes next, he meets it with great firmnefs and refolution. I 
^ have no time to make my conunents on the proceedings, but I 
** think our opponents are cutting their own throats as faft as Aey 
^ can. Now is the time for us to do fomething worthy of men, 
" the brave defenders of Liberty, South of the Engliib Channelj 

•'are 



* are performing wohifcrs, driving their enemies before them like 
*^ chaff before the whirlwind* Margarot teUs me that he has not time 
*' to write to you juft now, but he hopes to have time very foon^ 
^ when his trial is over, and immured in a prifon* The London 
" Correfponding Society is to have a General Meeting and an 
^ anniverfary dinner on Monday the 20th inftant at die Globe Ta- 
^ vern. Strand. I have fent you fomeof Margarot's and Skirving's 
" indi<£tment, with two copies of a pamphlet on brewing, he is a 
" member of our Society the author, if you approve of it you may. 
^ put it in pra(3:ice, and be a great faving to many families, alfo a 
^ diminution of the Revenue, for every one brewing their own 
^ beer pay no duty for it, excufe hafle, I flill remain, &c. 

(Signed) « THO. HARDr:' 

yames Davidfon, (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. GarroWn. 

^ I believe you are a Printer by bufinefs ? 

ji. Yes. 

^. Was you employed at any time to print a number of thefe 
papers ? 

J. Yes. 

^. When was you employed ? 

jf, I believe it was the 20th of February laft, 

J^. By whom was you employed ? , 

jt. Thelwall brought me the manufcript. 

j^. Was any body with him when he came vath itr 

jt. Yes, there was, but I do not recoUeft who. 

^ Were there more perfons than one ? 

J. No. 

^ What orders did he give you refpefling it ? 
" ^. He defired me to print off 

Mr. Erjkine. Is this evidence ? 

Mr. Garrow. We fubmit that it isr 

Mr, Erjkine. Then I objeift to it, what Mr. Thelwall (aid is 
no evidence againfl Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. G arrow. I fubmit to your Lordfhips that it is the clearefl 
evidence in the world after diat which your Lordfhips and the 

A a z Jury 



Jury have already heard* We have proved by a great variety oP 
evidence, much of it under the hand' and fignattirt of Ae prifoner 
now at your Lordfliip's bar, mKcK by papers found in his cuftody 
at the time of his apprehenfion, Jl clear conneftioin and confpinicy 
upon the fuBjeft of this High Treafon between Mr^ Thelwall 
and the prifoner. We therefore fubmit to ymiF Lordfhips with 
confidence, but with deference undoubtedly, that all the afts of 
Mn Thelwall, or any other pei-fon againft whom we have given 
evidence, fit to be fubmitted to the Jury of their acceflion to the 
general plan of the confpiracy5 is clearly evidence againft every 
man charged with that confpiracy, this therefore is an a(% of 
Mr* ThelwalPs; it is hardly worth difcufling. in this inftance, 
only that it is as well to do it the firft time that the objedion 
arifes ; but we have other evidence, fuch as the Defendant's pay- 
ing for the printing ; but having given evidence of Thelwall and 
Hardy, being parties to the general confpiracy alledged as High 
Treafon, we have a right to give in evidence any ads of thefe 
confpirators relative to that obje£l againft any of them. 
• Mr, Er/kine, There is no manner of doubt that upon an in- 
diftment for a confpiracy, be the confpiracy to do one aft, or 
another aft, or be the quality of the aft done, when it is done, 
whr.t It may, that as far as you can conneft perfons afting to- 
gether towards one purpofc!, which purpofe conftitutes the crime, 
you may undoubtedly involve them together by evidence, but 
that is not the queftion here. I wifh to be underftood that I 
have no anxiety upon the fubjeft, becaufe it is a printed paper, 
which has been in all our hands, and was yefterday ftated at 
great length by Mr. Attorney General in the courfe of his 
opening j but it is only tliat the proceedings may not be embar- 
raflcd in the courfe of them that makes me interpofe. 

Mr. Thelwall gives a paper to this witnefs to be printed, if 
my friend Mr. G arrow can fhew that Mr. Hardy afterwards 
paid for the printing of this paper, then this will be fo much 
time loft ; but if that is not before your Lordfliips, as it is not, 
there may be a difference in the quality of the aft, by the pro- 
ceeding further to the printing a paper; for inftance, fuppofe this 
paper itfelf contained fomething criminal, could your Lordfliips 

faften 
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#faften that crime upon the prifoner, by. Mr. Thelwall's having 
direfted this gentleman to print it ^ the knowing that a paper js 
printing, and giving an authority to print it is different; fup- 
pofing that paper contained Trcafon in itfclf, which I knowjt 
does not, that might be mifprifion of Treafon, but could not be 
Treafon itfelf, therefore I humbly apprehend that in a criminal 
cafe of this enormous fize your Lordfhips will not ftretch die 
rules of evidence, fo as to allow it to be aflced of this witnefs, 
whether JVIr. Thelwall did direct him (the prifoner, Mr. Hardy, 
not being prefent) to print that paper, tlie nature of which I do 
not know. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre* That is what I was going to ob- 
fcrve, the infifting on one fide, and objecting on the other, is 
perfefHy premature, for not knowing w!iat tlie contents of the 
paper are, the Court cannot judge whether it is a branch of the 
evidence of the general confpiracy, or fomething perfoiul with 
which the prifoner has nodiing to do. 

Mr, Garro-d), I take the liberty of dating to the Court, that 
the ground and foundation upon which I humbly fubmit to read 
riiis paper is, that it is an inftrument to carry into effedl the 
general High Treafon charged in this indictment. Onfe ftage or 
ftep of die confpiracy being a paper to excite the Subjeds of 
this Country to defert their allegiance, and in defiance of that 
allegiance to fet about to call a Convention by force to aflTume 
the power of the Legiflature. It is as an inftrument and a paper 
to carry that into effedl that we defire to read it. 

Mr, Erjkine, Is your Lordihip to take that from Mr. Garrpw's 
afTertion. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, It is neceflary in order for die Court 
to judge whedier it is of the tendency you defcribe, to open to 
us that part of the paper which you fay has that tendency. I 
have caft my eye over the paper, and I fee that there is a pafFaije 
in it which does go to the general objed. 

Mr. Gibbs, I undcrftand the point diat Mr. Garrow contends 
is this, that though Mr. Hardy only is now upon trial, yet be- 
caufe one overt a<9: laid in the indictment is that, papers were 
publihed, .d»t for the purpofe of proving t^ overt abft; part of a 
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paper delivered by Mr. Thel\irall to be printed Is to be given b 
evidence againft Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Garrow. I ftiall not by any ingenuity of my Friend be 
drawn into the argument of an abftraft qucftion, I forbore to 
ftate the paper left it might be faid I was giving (be effed of it, 
I will now ftate the paffage which I lay demonftrates that it is of 
that quality. ^ You may afk, perhaps, by what means ihall wc 
feek redrefs. Wc anfwer diat men in a fta;te of civilized fociety 
are bound to feek redrefs of the grievances from the laws as long 
as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws." " But our common 
mafter whom we ferve (whofe law is a law of Liberty, and who£^ 
• fervice is perfeft freedom) has taught us not to exped to gather 
grapes from thorns, nor figs frcwn thiftles. We muft have re- 
drefs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our plun- 
derers, enemies, and oppreffors. There is no redrefs for a 
nation circumftanced as we are, but in a fair, free, and fiill re- 
prefentation of the people." 

Now we alledge and humbly infift that we have given much 
evidence to fhew that the purpde of this confpiraqy, \id)ich is 
charged to be High Treafon, was by force to afTume the power 
of legiflation, in defpite of the conftituted authorities of the 
Country, as they at prefent happily exift here, by fubftituting a 
Convention of the people. 

Mr. Erjkine^ Our objeftion is merely with regard to this 
coming from Mr. Thelwall, your Lordfliip will difpofe of it as 
you pleafe, I have no anxiety about it* 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. This purports to be a paper con- 
taining a refolution at a General Meeting of the London Corrcf- 
ponding Society, held at the Globe Tavern, it is brought to the 
printer by one of the members of that Society, the Prifoner 
being another niember of that Society, afting in that Society as 
the Secretary, then they being both involved therefore in the 
proceedings of that Society, and this being a printed paper pro- 
duced by one of them, it does feem to me that hi a general 
charge of a confpiracy, this is evidence to prove a circumftance 
jn that conf[Hr^cy, whether it will be ultimately fo brought 
I^oioe to die prifoner, liardy, a3 that be ibovld be refpgmiible f^r 
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the guilt of having publifhed it, may be another confideratiaiiy 
but that it is a branch of the confpiracfy, and a circumftance oc* 
curring in £t, the import of the paper plainly proves. It does 
feem to me^ therefore, that it is admii&ble. 

Mr. Garrow* What directions did Mr. Thelwall give you, 
vhen he brought you the manuicript for the purpofe of printing ? 

A. He told me to print off two thouiand> and then ftop. 
. ^ What was you to do with the two thoufimd, when you 
had printed them ? 

Mr. Gibbs, DoQS your Lordfliip. think that all the direfiions 
which Mr. Thelwall gave, are to be received in evidence ? . 

Lord Chief. Jujiice Eyre. Whether it. is two thoufend,. or 
what number, cannot be material, it is the publication of an .a<3 
of this Society^ 

Mr. Erjkine. Your Lordfliip means that it will have an s^ 
plication to every member of the Correfponding Society. 

Lord Chief *Juftice Eyre. It applies to the Society, as far. as 
relates to the general tranfa£tions of that Society, but as far as it 
may conftitute individual guilt, which may be ieparated from 
-the general guilt of the parties to the general plan, that is ano- 
^er confideration* 

Mr. Garrow. Did you print the number ordered ? 

A. Not that day* 

J^. How foon did you print dretn? 

A. I printed two hundred of them that day, and carried them 
Jo the Globe Tavern, when I went to the Globe Tavern I met 
Mr. Hardy on the ftairs. 

^ Did you know him before ? 
, A. Yes. 
. ^ Was you a member of the Society yourfelf ? 

A. Yes. 

^ You had then probably been preient at fome of the Meet* 
ings of the Society, 

A^ I was not at that Meeting. 

j^. Had you been prefent at any Meetings of the Society be«» 

fore you met Mr. Hardy upon the ftairs at the Globe. Tavern ? 

. 4» N^t fome time* y 

Aa4 ^ ^. Had 
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c ' ^. Had yoft ever feeh him tbere? 

A. Yes. 
. ^. In what charader did he ad: at die Meetings ? 

A In the charafter of Secretary. 
. J^. What pafTed when you met him on the ftairs ? 
. A, I told him I had brought two hundred copies of the Refiv^ 
lutions, he defired me to take diem back again, and not diftribute 
one of them, accordingly I went home with them, and returned 
again to die Globe Tavern to dinner. 

^ You iaid February, do you mean February or January? 

>/. I am not fure to the month. 

^ Was it on the day at \rfiich the Rcfolutions were come to ? 
. A^ The day of the Meeting. 

^ At what time of the day was it that you faw Mr. Thelwall 
^heii he brought you die copy ? 

A. It was, I believe, between one and two o'clock. 

J^. At what time was it that you carried the two hundred 
copies to the Globe Tavern ? 
. A. Between four and five. 

^. You returned home with thefe two hundred by the dircc*. 
tion of Mr. Hardy, and came back to the Globe Tavern to 
dinner ? 

A. Yes, 

^. At what time was that ? 

A. At pretty nigh fix o'clock. 

^ Were you prefent at the time thefe Refolutions were pro* 
pofed in the Society ? 

A. No, I was not 

SI* Was it on the day upon which the Refolutions purport, 
by Mr, Thelwall's paper to be come to, that you went to. the 
Globe Tavern, or a month after \ 

An I had the copy on the i8th, and delivered the two hundred 
on the 20th. 

^. Look at die paper, and tell us whether it was January or 
February, is the date correft ? 

A^ Yes, 

5 ^ Then 



( 3W ) 

j^. Therf do you believe it W99 tb» iBtbof Jaoiiary, ind pot 

the 1 8th of February, upon which you had the copy?. 

jf. Yes, I fee now that it was Januajy. 

^ Have you any doubt of thjit? 

J. None. . . 

^ When you returned again, was it to a private dinner or a 
|)ublic dinner of the Society ?- 

J. A public dinner, every one paid for his ticket. 

^ Was there any Chairinan at the dinner, did you fee any 
perfon in the chair ? . 

^. I am not very fure, I think Mr* Thdwall was in the chair, 
but I am not fure. 

^ Was Mr. Hardy there ? 

yf. Yes, he was. 

^. When you returned to dinner, did you carry any copies of 
the paper you had printed with you ? 
^ A No, I did not. 

^. What did you do with thefe copies afterwards? 

J. Somebody was fent for them to my houfe^ 

^ Where from ? 

J. From the Globe Tavern. 

^. From the Meeting ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Were they brought to the Meeting t . 

jf. They were. 

^ What was done with them there ? 

jf. I faw only one of them. 

^ Where did you fee that ? 

J. Somebody handed it round the table, I am fure I don*t 
know who it was. 

^ How many perfons might there be affembled at that 
Meeting ? 

y/. I dare fay there were about three hundred or thereabouts, 
^ near as I could guefs. 

^ How late did you ftay? • 

J. Till ten o'clock, or thereabouts. 

^ Did 
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' ^1^. Did yoii print any niore of then at any time? 

Jf. Yes. 

^ When? 

A* I cannot be particular to the time, I printed in die coarfe 
of that week, I believe^ a thouiand more» 

j^ By ifrfiofe order ? 

A, Mr. Thelwall's order was to print two tfaoufand, I oomr 
pleted tha two thou&nd according to his original order* 
• J^ What did you do with them when you had printed diem? 

A. I carried a good many of them to Mr. Hardy's. 

^. What did you do with die reft ? 

A. People came for fome now and dien. 

i^ What people ? 

A. Some of the members of the London CorreQxmding So- 
ciety came for diem. 

^. And did you deliver them as they came io/c them? 

A. Yes, fome afked for a dozen, or half a dozen or fo^ and I 
delivered them. 

^. Did you print any more than the two thoufand which 
Mr. Thelwall originally ordered ? 

A. To the beft of my recolle&ion I printed ilx thouiand 
more. 

J^. By whofe orders did you print them ? 

A. I believe Mr. Hardy gave me orders to go on widi them 
till I ihould be defired to ftop. 

j^. Was you ever defired to ftop, and when ? 

A, I was defired to ftop, I believe, in the month of March. 

J^. Did you go on printing them till the month of March ? 

A. I did now and then occafionally as they were wanted. 

^. How many thouiand might you print in all ? 

A. Eight thoufand. 

J^. Who paid you for them ? 

A* They are not paid for yet. 

^. On whofe credit did you print them, did any body at 
any time promife to pay you for them ? 

A. No. 

^. Had 
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^ Had you any converfiition with Mn Hardy about bdi% 
paid for them? ^ 

A No, I had no% no further than I put them down to die 
credit of the Society. 

^ Who defircd you to do that ? 

jf. He did not defire me, but he, as Treafurer, was to re- 
ceive the money, and fee the debts of the Society paid. 

^. Who was? 

jf. Mr, Hardy, 

J^. Did you make the Society debtor for them ? 

J. Yes, I did. 

^ Have you printed upon other occafions for the Society? 

yf. I have. 

J^ Who paid you ? 

JL Mr. Hardy. 

It was read, 
« AT A GENERAL MEETING 

" OF THE 

<' LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETr, 

** Held at the Globe Tavern, Sira*td, 

" On MONDAY the zoth Day of JANUARY, 1794. 

^'CITIZEN JOHN MARTIN, IN THE CHAIR. 

** The following Address to the People oi Great Britain and 
** Ireland, was read and agreed to. 

" Citizens, 

" We find the nation involved in a war, by which, in the courfe 
" of ONE Campaign, immenfe numbers of our countrymen have 
** been flaughtered ; a vaft expence has^ been incurred, our Trade, 
** Commerce and Manufedories, are almoft deftroyed, and many 
^ of our Manu&<5lurers and Artifts are ruined, and their families 
** ftarving. 

*' To add to our afBiciion, we have reafon to expeft, that 
•* Other taxes will foon be added to the intokrable load of impofts 

*<and 
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;«^aiid iinpofitrons with which we ai:e akeady overwhelmed; for 
" the purpofe of defraying the expences which have been incur- 
^ red) in a fruitkls cruikdeyto re-eftabllfb the odious de^tiim of 
*^ France. 

** When we contemplate the principles of this war we coiiiefe 
•* ourfblves to be unable to approve of it, as a meafure, either of 
•*^juftice or difcretion; — and if we are to form our calculatiop 
•* of the refult, from what has already paffed, we can only look 
^ forward to defeat and the eternal difgrace of the Britifh name. 

" While we are thus engaged in an expenfive and ruinous 
« and foreign war ; our ftate at home is not lefe deplorable. 

** We are every day told, by thofe perfons who are intercfkd 
^ In fiipporting the Corruption Lift, and an innumerable Hoft of 
** Sinecure Placemen, that the Conftitutioa of England, is Ae 
•* perfection of human wifdom ; that our laws (we fhould rather 
<' fay. Their laws) are the perfedion of juftice ; and that their 
^ Adminlftration of thofe laws is fo impartial and fo ready, a* 
" to afford an equal remedy, both to the rich and to the poor j 
" by means of v/hich, we are £ud to be placed in a ftate of ab- 
** fblute freedom, and that our Rights and Liberties are io well 
« fecured to us as to render all invafion of them impoiHble. 

^' When we afk, how we enjoy thefc tranfcendant privileges ; 
« we are referred to MAGNA CHART A, aiid the BILL of 
*^ RIGHTS, and the glorious REVOLUTION; in the year 
«* 16885 is held out to us, as the bulwark of Britifli liberty. 

"Citizens, 

" We have referred to Magna Charta^ to the Bill cf 
" Rights and to the Revolutiony and v/e certainly do find that our 
** aiiceftors did eftablifh wife and wholefome laws : But we as 
** certainly find, that, of the venerable Conftiftution of our an- 
" ceftors, hardly a veftige remains. 

" The only Chapters ,of the Great Charter, which arc now 
** in legal exiftence, are the 14th and 29th. 

" The important provifion of the ■14th Chapter, runs thus: 

" A Freeman fhall not be amerced for a fmall fault, but after 
^ the manner of the fault ; and for a great fault after the great- 
^ nefs thereof, faving to him his contcnement j and a Merchant 

« likewife, 
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* likewife, favrng to him his merchandize ; And any oriief*s 
•^ villain than ours Ihall be likewife amerced, faring to him his ' 
•* wainage ; And none of the faid amerciaments (hall be aflefled, 
*< but by the oath of honeft and lawful men of the Vicinage, '* 

*' But by the ufurped power of the judges, in affefling Fines 
« (and what Fines ! !) in the Cafes of Mifdcmeanour ; this glori- 
** ous Right of the Subjefl^ of having thefe fines affclFed by the 
** Jury, (the only poffible proteiftion from flavery and the vilefl: 
•^oppreflion) is tinjuiHy and infemoufly ravifticd from us* 
" The pronfion of the 29th chapter, runs thus : 
. ** No Freeman (hall be taken or imprifoned, or be diffeifed of 
•* his freehold, or liberties, or free cuftoms, or be outlawed, or 
** exiled, or any otherwlfe deftroyed, nor we will not pafs upon 
^* him, nor condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his* 
*< peers, or by the; law of the land. We will fell to no man^ 

* we will not deny, or defer to any man, either jufUce or 
** right" 

** The various methods now in conftant practice by which the 
*^ benefits of this provifion are totally defeated and deftroyed, 
« might induce us to fuppofe, that the GREAT CHARTER 
*' has been repealed ; if we did not afluredly know, that it is th^ 

* fundamental bafis of our conftitution; which even the REAL' 
** reprefentatives of the people (much lefs the miferable nominees 
**of HELSTONE and OLD SARUM) have not the right,' 
** nor (as we truft it will be found by experience) the POWER 
" to repeal. Yet what do we find in pradice ? Unconftitutional 
«and illegal INFORMATIONS EX OFFICIO, that is, the 
** arbitrary will of the king's Attorney General, ufurping the' 
'^ office of the ACCUSING Jury ; and the interefted oath of a 
** vile common informer, with the judgment of as vile a common 
** trading or penfioned juftice, fubftituted in the room of our birth- 
** right, an impartial trial by our country. 

**Add to this, that the exhorbitant expence of judicial proceed- 
** ings, the novel praftice of arbitrarily and repeatedly amiulling 
** the verdifts of Juries, and the dilatory practice of the courts, 
** moft openly and fliamefuUy contradiS the claufe which forbids 
^ the denial, the delay and the iale of juftice. 

<^ A man 
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• ^ Aiittna£ctiledofFBLONY(forvhichbyliie^ol}in^ 
^ England) his life and goods are forfeified) may be bailed on find' 

• tag two furetles for forty pounds each; but upon a chargeof 
•MISDEMEANOUR by wards otdy^ bail to the amount of 
•»ONE THOUSAND POUNDS has been demanded. 

. ^ Upon convidion alio, for fuch mifderoeanour, enormous fines, 

• loug and cruel imprifonments unknown to our ancient laws, and 
^ unfan£fcic»ied by any new flatutes, have of late (and but of late) 
'^ been tpofrequently and too oppreifively infli&ed. And all diis, 
^ although by this bill of rights it is declared, that ^^ exccilive baO 
** (hall not be demanded^ nor cruel and unufual puniflunents 
« infliaed." 

If we look to IRELAND we find that acknowledged pri- 
¥ikge of the people> to meet for the fupport and protedion of 
their rights and liberties, is attempted, by terror, to be taken 

* away by a late in&mous 2£t of parliament: Whilft titles of 

* honour! No>butof difhonour, are laviflied; snd new fources 
•'rf corruption opened, to gratify the greedy proftitution of diofe, 
^ who are the inftruments of this oppreffion. 

^'In SCOTLAND, the Wicked Hand of Power has been 

* impudently exerted, without even the wretched formality of an 
•aft of Parliament, Mag^ftrates have forcibly intruded into the 
** peaceful and lawful meetings of Freemen ; and, by force, (not 
••only without law, but againft law) have, under colour of ma^ 
•gifterial office, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented 

• their aflbciation. 

^ The wifdom and good conduft of the BRITISH CON- 
« VENTION at Edinburgh, has been fuch, as to defy their 
^ bittereft enemies to name the law which they have broken j not- 
•* withftanding which, their papers have been feized,and made ufc 
•^of as evidence againft them, and many virtuous and meritorious 
^ individuals, have been, as cruelly as unjuftly for their virtuous 
^ actions difgraced and deftroyed by infamous and illegal fentences 
" of tranfportation. And thefe unjuft and wicked judgments have 
" been executed with a rancour and malignity, never before known 
^ in this land ; our re^>e6bble and beloved Fellow-citizens have 

•'been 
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^ Veen t:aft 7BTTBitXD info Dungeons amongft fdons ui fbt 
•* Hulks, to which they were not fentenceA 
«< Citizens, 
« We all approve the (entiments, and arc daily repeating die 
^ words, for which thefe our reipe£bble and valuable brethren are 
^ thus unjuftly and inhumanly fufFering. We too, aflbciate in 
^ order to obtain a £ur, free, and full reprefentation of the]>eop}e 
•• in a houfe of real national reprefentatives. Are we alfo willing 
« to be treated as Felons, for daiming this our inherent right, 
•* which we are determined never to forego but with our lives, and 
^ which none but thieves and traitors can wi{h to withhold from 
** us ? Confuler, it is one aixl the fame corrupt and corrupting 
^ influence which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scodand, and 

* England. Can you believe that thofe who fend virtuous Irilh- 

* men, and Scotxrhmen fettered widi fdons to Botany-Bay, do not 
^ meditate and will not attempt to feize the iirft moment to fend 
** us after them ? Or, if we had not juft caufe to apprdiend the 
^ fame inhuman treatment ; if, inftead of the moft imminent dan- 
" ger, we were in perfed fafety from it ; (hould we not difdain to 
** enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever, in which our honeft 
^ Iriih and Scotch brethren did not equally and as fully participatse 

* with us ? Their caufe then and ours is die fame. And it is both 
** our duty and our intereft to ftand or fall together. The Irifh 
^ Parliament and the Scotch judges, a£hiated by the fame Englifh 

* influence, have brought us dircftly to the point. There is no 
*' ferther ftep beyond that which they have taken. We are at 

* iflTue. We muft now chufe at once either liberty or flavery for 
*« ourfelves and our poflerity. Will you wait til! BARRACKS arc 
^ erefted in every village, and till fubftdized Heffians and Hano- 
** verians are upon us ? 

" You may alk perhaps, by what means fhall we feek redrefs ? 
« We anfwer, that men inaftate of civilized Society are bound 
* to feek redrefs of the grievances from the laws ; as long as any 
« redrefs can be obtained by the laws. But our common matter 
^ whom we ferve (whofe law is a law of liberty, and whofe fervicc 
** is perfeift freedom) has taught us not to cxpefi to gather grapes 
^ from thorns, nor figs from thifHes. We mufl have redrefe from 

« our 
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« our own laws and not from the laws of our plunderers, encmiel 
** and q?preflbrs. . ' 

"THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION CIR- 
« CUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, BUT IN A FAIR, 
« FREE, AND FULL REPRESENTATION OF THE 
^ PEOPLE. ^__ 

*' RESOLVED, that during the enfuing fefE on of parliament, 
" the General committee of this Society do meet daily, for the pur- 
*^ pofe of watching tlic proceedings of the parliament and of die 
^ adminiftration of the government of this countiy. And that 
** upon the firft introiiuftion of any bill, or motion inimical to the 
« liberties of the people, fuch as, for LANDING FOREIGN 
"TROOPS IN GREAT-BRITAIN or IRELAND, for 
«fufpending the HABEAS CORPUS ACT, for proclaiming 
"MARTIAL LAW, OR FOR PREVENTING THE 
"PEOPLE FROM MEETING IN SOCIETIES for 
"CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, or any 0- 
" I'HER INNOVATION of a fimilar nature, that, on any 
" of thefe emergencies, the General committee fliall iflUe fuin- 
" monfcs to the Delegates of each Divifion, and alfo to the Se- 
" cretaries of the diftc-ren.t- Societies afliliated and correfponding 
*' with tliis Society, forthwith to call a GENERAL CON VEN- 
" TION of the PEOPLE, to be held at fach place and in fuch 
" a manner as fliull be fpvcified in the fummons, for the purpofe 
" of taking fuch mcafurcs into tlieir confidcration. 

"Refolvedjthat die preceding Addrefs and Refolution be figned 
" by the Chairman, and printed and publifhed. 

"J, MARTIN, Chairman. 
"T. HARDY, Secretary." 

^^ Committee Roo?n^ January 23, 1794. 
"Resolved Unanimously, 
" That a hundred thoufand Copies of the Addrefs to the people 
" of Great Britain and Ireland, voted at the General Meeting, be 
** printed and diftributcd by the Society. 

^Refokd 
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^^ Refih^d Vnnnim^uflyy That ^ fi^lQwing toaft^ Aa;^ at the 

** Anniv^rfary Piraof of t^e Society, be prittte4 at ^e end of the 

^Addrefs. . . • . 

. *< L THE RIGHTS OF MANi and way Rrjtonsnev^r 

*^ v»fant fpii-it to af5?ft tbeixi. 

** II. The Britijb C&uvenfi^n^ \^^ JieW %t j;4inbupgh) and 

" fuccefs to the important obje£t it had in vjew. 
** ni. Citizen Wilfi^m ^i^irW;^jphafge4bythefent^nce pf the 
" Court of Jufticiary, with the honour of beu^ tiie^ caufe of 
'^ calling ths^t Conyentioiii, 
*'IV. 77?^ London Correjp/Bndi.ni S^iftJ^ %p4 pthfr patriotic 

^^ Societies of G^eat-Britaiii aod Ir^liqid. 
*' V. Citizen Maurice Margqra^ ^ CQp4Qin|^ed Pelegate of 
<^ this Society ^ ^ piiiy hi^m^if^ 1^)4 f^ifi^fic gQ{i4i^ be 
" rewarded by th^ g^ta^hmem of tfcp p^j^o. 
*' Citizen Gerrald then aroje, and }n 2^ ftrparn c^ tjifpiFing elo- 
'^^ (l»*3nce, pronponced the juft pulpgium of this tfii.ely valuable 
^ Ci|i«en» fo emphatically called by Gti^f^ 4itfki^f^^. {^ pf ^^ 
« witneOes on hi$ trial) the SECOND SIDNEY. Re con- 
*^ eluded with wifliing we might rathet die liiih/t of Britijh free- 
** men than live the jfjr/? of Jlaijes. 

^ Vi. Ci//z^;? 7^}fP^ Gerraldy ^e other Delegate of this So- 
*' ciety, now under profccution ; and may his concludiig 
" fentin^ent be engraved upon every Bfitift heart. 
<* VII, The traiil^ions a| Toulori, B4ay Britqns remember 
" them as they ought, and profithy dear bought experiencf* 
*< VIII. Citizen Hamilton Rowan^ and the Qtl|er triu^ pafriot^ of 
♦* Irekndi mi may th^ ^Htljo« of ^e Quventi^n-ViU find 
** tfiat they have committed a iiy//. 
« IX. Citizens Muir^ and Palmer— iA^y ^dv fe^^Jpace be 
^ f^djly reverfed, and ^Qtany-bay be K9pl^d witfi a co- 
" lony of r^j/ criminals. 
« X. Succefs to the arms of f^ee4^m ag^if# whomfoever di- 
"reftedj and confufion to ^#^tfiif >yitfa wlu)aafoey^r allied. 
« XI. AIJ ^ is iP<>d'^ivery co^ftitution'^ and may we never 
*« be fuperftitious enough to reverence in any that vrfiich is 
^ good fur nothing. 
■ ^ Bb "XII. 
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*' XIL CitixenThdmas Paine— l/lzy his Yirtue rife fuperior M 
^ calumny and fufpicion, and his name ftill be dear to 
^ Britons. 
^ XIII. Lord Loughborough^ the Eari of MoirOy Sir GiAeP 
" Elliotj and the other apoftates.from liberty; and may 
*^they enjoy the profits of their apoftacy fo long as fbey 
« live. 
" XIV. A fpeedy and honourable ^^^r^ with the brave Republic cf 

** France* 
" XV. The Jlarving manufaBurers and negleSled' peafantrj of 

" Great Britain and Ireland. 
^ XVI. Citizen John FroJl\ and a fpeedy reft oration of that 

" health which he loft m the dungeons of Newgate 
" XVII. The virtuous andjpiritei Citizensj now in confinement 
" for matters of opinion •• and may we (hew them by our 
" condudly that they are not forgotten.** 
Jldr. Gaf-row to David/on* You faid you was a Member of the 
London Correfponding Society ; do you know John Martin ? 
A Not much. I have only fpoke to him two or three times. 
^ Where did you fee him ? 
jf. I faw him once in his own houfe. 

^ Was he a Member of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety ? 

J. I am not fure of that— «I cannot prove that. 
^. Did you ever fee him at any of the meetings of tiiat So- 
ciety ? 

A Yes ; I have. 

J^. Was he tiiere at the meeting that you have now been fpeak- 
ing of at the Globe Tavern ? 
A I few him there. 

^ That you have told us was a meeting of that Society r 
A. Yes. 

^ Was Martin then a Member of that Society ? 
A. I cannot fay whether he was a Member or not. 
^ Did any body attend that were not Members at the meet- 
ings of the Society ? 
A* I do not know, 

■ ■ • , ^. Upon 
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. , J^. Upon your oath did you ever know any peribns attend die 
meetings of the Society that were not members of the Society ? 

A. 7 'here might be many that were not. 

i^. Upon your oath did you ever know any body attend them 
biit ttie Members ? Was the bufmefs that you was with Mr. 
Martin upon, at his hoiife, relative to the London Correfponding 
Society ? 

A, It was. 

^. What was its .nature ? 

Ai Relative to the latter part cJf the to^fts and fentiinents 
printed at the back of that paper. 

^. What pafled between you and Mr* Martin refpedling the 
latter part of the paper ? 

A. I told him that I thought there were fomc hard words in 
fome of the refolutions and toafts. He faid, No; it was all 
conftitutional, and there was no danger could arife froiA it. 

^ Was that between the i8th and 20th, or after the mcet- 

A* It was the 2ift, I believe, ^hich happened onTuefday, 

^. The day after the meeting \ 

A. It was either the 2ift or the 22d. ' 

^. I do not know whether you printed this; 

(Shewing the wttnefs a printed paper,) 

A, No i I never faw it. 
** One of the, yury. Ydu have not told us yet whether you knew 
that there was any one individual who attended thofe meetings 
riiat was not a member ? 

A. There might be; 

jurymani You have pofitively laid to the contrary; endea- 
vour to recollefl: if there were not. 

Lord Chief Jiffiice Eyre* Do they never admit vifitors ? 

A. Yes ; they do. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre* There are vifitors fpoken of? 

A* There were tickets, I underftand, to be given at the bar 
to any body that chofe to call for them, or pay for them. 

Mr. Garrow, That applies to the diimer at the Globe ? 

A. Yes. 

B b a ^ In 



( 36o ) 

j^: In the Divifion Meeting could any perfon who chofc to 
aflc ft)r a ticket, without being^ introduced by a member as a 
vifitor, obtain it ? 

J. No. 

The Rev. Richard fPllIiams (fwom). 
Examined by Mr. Qarrow. 

J^. Do you know Mr. Thelwall ? 

J. Yes. * . 

^ Are you acquainted with his manner*of writing f 

A. Yes. 

^. Look at this, and tell me whether you believe this to be 
his hand Writing {Jhewing a letter to the witnefs). 

J. I believe the fignature to be his. 

Mr, Garrow. My Lords, I will ftate the grounds on which 
we ofFer .this letter as evidence againft the prifoner. We have 
already given evidence to prove that Mr. Thelwall was not <mlj 
a member of the London Correfponding Society, but that in the 
publication, of the refoltition^ pafTedat the annivedary me^ng, 
and their Wfts, he aded as th^ agent of the Sotiety. I now 
propofe to read a letter of Mr. Thelwafl's, as a further aft of 
diat agency. The letter purports to have contained fevefal of 
thefe addreffes ; it purports, and'it will appear likewife l^ the 
proof, to have contained feveral feditious fongs, ftated to have 
been compofed and fung by Mr. Thelwall at that meeting, which 
we alledge to be another, perhaps a fubordinate and inferior 
branch of that confpiracy which was to bring all the conftitucnt 
authorities in the country into contempt, fo as to mature the pub- 
lic mind for that great change which we ftate to have been the 
ultimate obje^ of the Society. We fubmit to your Lordfliips, 
that any aft of Mr. Thelwall's, fo in furtherance of diis confpi- 
racy, is evidence againft the defendant. It alio gives an account 
of the ftate of the other affiliated Societies -In different parti of 
the world. I cannot ftate it better than in ihe language of the 
letter : — ^^ London is not the only place that is alive : Scotland 
^ is full of liberty boys.'* Sheffield and many other towns arc 
mentioned as being in a ftate of expeftation for that grdit cataf- 
trophe which they all looked to about this period. 

2 Mr. 
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Mr. Erjkine. Mr, Thelwall appears to have been an ag^nt for 
the publication of this addrefs, which turns out to he an a£l of 
the Society, and to have ended in a dinner at which thefe toafts 
were drank. But the diiEculty with me is tjiis : jf they could 
(hew tl^t fongs were aSually fung at this meeting, which fongs 
were indecent, or that they, in your Lordihip's mind, or the 
opinion of the Jury, bear at all upon this cafe, I (bould nqt ob- 
jeiSb in the fmalleft degree to thefe fongs being re^ j hut I very 
much doubt whether toy account by Mr. Thelwall of th^fe fongs 
having been fung, can be evidence againft Mr. H^dy. Wh^t 
an agent does is one thing, what an agent fays has been done is 
quite another thing ; nor will the conftru6Hon which Mr* Tbd-* 
wall may put upon thefe be at all evidence againft Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Thelwall may, notwithftanding he a£fc$ for thefe Societies^ 
have fome view of his own j not that I impute any fuch to him, 
becaufe I am of Counfel for him in the Indldmej^t th^t wil} be 
afterwards tried againft him \ but A, B, C, D, E) F,-«^ th^^ 
letters of tfie alphabet may meet for obje£l^ which they may al) 
league in and be cormeded together, ^and if criminal, all criq^i- 
naf. But a dedarationb of one man, fuppoilng be drives at any 
particular ab}e&, and he malges u£e of any partieuUr langu^gft 
to expre& his xsiivA with regard to th^t pbje£i, cai^po^, J h^p^ 
bly fubmit, be evidence againft the prifooier. As i»f forth moft 
undoubtedly as all the a^ of the Society ^^ given \n evidence, 
as far forth as any,,thing has been iaid ixi the prefen.ce of Mr. 
Hardy at meetings he attended, all thefe are evidence againft 
him^ and £b is every thing that Mr, Thelwall does in this par- 
tial agency; &r Mr. Garrow has x^t eftablilhed him to be the 
univerfal agent of Mf. Hardy, but only has proved hini tp be the 
jigent for {>rocttring ^ prin^tjiiiig of a particular paper. 

Mr. Gibbs^ We cm have jop an^ety to refift the .evidence that 
Is now offered, cxcppt that if it be received we kpow not where 
it may ead. The queftioQ which your Lbrdflups and the Jury 
ave nov^to try, is, wi^etib^r Mr. Hardy has compaiTed the King's 
-deadi, and uriiether ht bas ^ae any of the a£b charged in the 
indi&nent as overt a^ in ^e piro^ution of that defign. The 
evid^oe lafierod jiow i9 Jf>^^ LordOups to prov^ this, is;^ .that 
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Mr. Thelwall, who is charged in the indi£lmcnt to have partaken 
in the fame confpiracies that are alledged againft Mr. Hardy, that 
• Mr. Thelwall, not by any communication with Mr, Hardy, not 
in confequence of -any preconceived fcheme between him and 
Mr. Hardy, did write this letter. • 

Now with refpeft to any thing that pailed at the meeting at 
which Mr. Hardy was, with refpeft to any thing that was done 
by any other perfon direScd and inftrudled by Mr. Hardy to do 
that thing, we admit that thofe things which pafTed at the Society 
in Mr. Hardy's prcfencc, and that, any Aing which was done 
by another perfon, by the direftion of Mr, Hardy, could be 
evidence againft Hardy; but to what point in the indi£hnent die 
letter written by Mr. Thelwall, which it is not proved that Mr. 
Hardy ever had any knowledge of, is direfted, I confefs I can- 
not fee. 

The three queftions arc, firft, Whether Mr. Hardy compaffcJ 
the King's death ; fecond. Whether he committed any of theafis 
which are ftated as overt afts ; and, third, Whjlher he com-r 
mittcd them in the profccaition oPadefign upon the King's life, 
I take it, that a letter written by Thelwall, without the know- 
ledge of Hardy, cannot be evidence of the aft of Hardy's mind, 
namely, compaffing the King's death j therefore, it cannqt be 
evidence upon the firft ground. 

With refpeft to the exiftence of the afts that are laid as overt 
ads, they muft be proved fpccifically upon all the prifoners in the 
indidment. The prcTcnt trial is only of Mr. Hardy. The 
preibnt queftion is, Whether he did any of thefe afts. Then 
the declaration of another man, whether by word of mouth or by 
letter, cannot prove the fact upon Mr. Hardy. 
• 'I'hen, fuppofe the a£ls proved, the third thing to be proved 
!<:, that the aft was done in the profecution of a delign upon the 
King's life ; then, nothing that is faid, written, or done by a 
third perfon, without the authority of Mr. Hardy, can prove that 
Mr. Hardy meant to produce the effcft which it is imputed to him 
he meant to produce ; namely, * the deftruftion of the King. 
Therefore I fubmit, that this letter written by Mr. Thelv^l does 
not appear to conduce to die proof pf either of the three things 
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imputed by this indifhnent; namely. That he compaiTed die 
King's death ; that he in point of b& committed any of the a6b* 
fiated in the indi£hnent as overt ads of dut defign; or fuppo- 
Cng that he committed them, diat any of thefc afts were di- , 
rcfted to the defign of compafSng the King's death. I fubmit, 
that upon neidier of thefe grounds is this letter admi£ible againft 
Mr. Hardy, and therefore ought not to be received in evidence. 
I wifli to repeat, that it is not from any anxiety we feel widi 
refpeS to. this letter, but becaufe we wifli that a rule fhouldnot 
be eftablifhed in a cafe upon perhaps indifferent points, as a 
precedent for others that may operate materially i^ the caufe* , 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald* To whom is the letter ad-. 
dreiTed? 

Mr, G arrow* Xo a perfon of the name of Vellam. 

It certainly is not in my power to judge of the anxiety of my 
.learned friends about the confequences ^f producing this letter, 
except as that anxiety induces them to obje£b to its being read. 
It appears, that they are apprehenfive of the efFe£l and tendency 
of this lettef, becaufe they have made, all the obfervations that 
occurred to them on the effei^ and tendency of this letter; *and 
I am fure they will do me the juftice to believe, that I mean no 
office to them when I fay I cannot difcem any thing that is not 
juftly to be defcribed to be argument upon the efFed and tendency 
of the letter, which is argument to be addrefled to the Jury. 
We conceive it is fit to be received \fi evidence, in order to 
convince the Jury that this was done as a part of die agency 
of Thelwall. But if we are not able to make it out in that 
way, we infift that the publifhing by a larger circle diat which 
was ordered to be printed for general publication, is clear evi- 
dence, diat being in furtherance of the general confpiracy. 

My friends fcem to fuppofe dat they can limit the afts of 
thofe who are not at prefent at the bar, for confideration to 
things done eidier by tfaemfelves or their exprefe order. We 
are very much miftaken if that be die rule of law. We humbly 
jipprehend, diat without previous ccmcert as to the particular h& 
dcmc by A, A, not* being then upon his trial, if B, fliould have 
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done the dsSt, having been proved before to fee z jaorty'to the 
general conTpiracy to be carritd into cffcA by divers means and 
various mftnimehts, that it is fit to receive evidence of die aAs 
of all the parties to that confpiracy^ m farthcrance of that ge- 
neral defign; for ihftance, it is hot rcqikircd that, in order to 
give evidence, tiiat a conlpirator hired his horfe at a particular 
place^' the hiring of which vrould connect hnn with the general 
canfpincYj the ground having been made, it is not neccfiary to 
fliew that he, to the perfon dien trying, had communicated that 
he meant to go there to hire a horfe; but the h& of his having 
done it is an aoceilxon to the general purpofcs of the coufpiracy. 
All the z&s of thefc perfons, limiting it to the objeds of the 
confpiracy, not extending it to crimes of another dye or charac- 
ter, but in- furtherance of the general dcfign of the grand con- 
fpiracy, we infift, coming from whom they may, whether it be 
the party upon trial, whether it be in confequcnce of the orden 
given by him, whether communicated before or after, arc evi- 
dence receivable, fubjcdl undoubtedly to the obfervations to be 
made upon their greater or IcfFcr effect. 

Lcfrd Chief Jufiice Eyre. I confefs I have great doubt my* 
felf whether this evideiKe ought to be admitted. I ^;ree, that 
where feveral perfons are proved to be engaged in one general 
confpiracy, that all the tranlacfcions of that confpiracy by the 
different parties, may and ought to be given in evidence ; and 
it is enough if the party ^ccirfed at this time can be proved to he 
privy to that general confpiracy ; for if tliat is proved, every 
thing that is done by the- diftcrcnt parties concerned in it, muft 
be alfo inlputed to him as a part of the trahfaftion of that con- 
fpiracy. If I underflahd this letter, it is nothing more than 
Mr. Thelwall's account to a private friend, of a part which he 
had token refpe<SUng this paper, and of his having compofed 
fongs. A-nd I remember another paflagc in it, which is very 
material as-ag ai irfl ThelwuU, but, in mytnind, Ibould be re- 
fervcd till it comes to the thne when Thelwall*s own declara* 
tioris come to be proper evidence, 

I doubt whether we ouglit toconfider this private letter as any 
thing more than Mr. ThelwaU'-s declaration} and Thelwall's 
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declaration ought not tb be evidence of Afty thittg which, thou^ 
remotely connefted with Ais plot, yet ftifl decs not amount to 
any tranfaflidh done in the courfe of th« plot, for the fufthcr*. 
ance of the plot, bttt is a mere recital of hi«, ^ fort of confef- 
fion of his of fome part that he had taken. It appears to me, 
that that is not like the evidence ^x-hich wc before admitted of a 
feft done by Mr. Thelwall in carrying the papct^ and delivering 
them to the printer, which is a part of the tra«(;iftion itfclf. 
His account of Asit traniadi'on feenis to me to ftand qtirte upon 
a different footing. It feems juft the fame as an aft which fliaH 
bind a man, becaufc he is ccwneftcd with the perfon that did the 
aft; and his declaration^ which (hall not bind him, bccaufe it is 
no part of the aft« 

Mr. Garrow. He fays, « You will alfo receive enclofcd fcvt- 
ral copies of Addreffes publiflicd by the Society.'* It is upoa 
diat ground I fubmit it to your Lordfhip. 

Lord Chief yuftice Eyre, To be furc, as far as the tranfmi£* 
fion of AeTe papers go, it does ftand upon another footing; but 
I fliould be forry if the letter was to be read for fo immaterial a 
purpofe^ as that is only to introduce fomething which in nij 
mind ought not "to be evidence in this cafe. 

Mr. JuJIice Butler. I am ftrongly inclined to think, that this 
tetter is evidence, and ought to be received.- There are two 
tilings to be confidered in an indi6t3nent«of this fort. Firft, 
Whether afly conspiracy exiftsj ne^a, Whtftfliare the Prifoner 
todc in that cor^piracy. 

It appeSkTs to me, that when we are confidering the firft 
queftioki, anything that pafled from any perfon who is proved to 
be a jKuty in the confpiracy ought to be received as evidence, and 
It is recrivy for the purpofe of fliewing what was the extent and 
nature ml^ the conlfpimty. Now if the cafe flood merely upon 
Ais grcftmd, that Thelwall^ one of the confpirators, had faid their 
ebjted was ib and fo, that, I take it, would be evidence; it has 
bem admitted, I conceive, in a variety of cafes that have hap* 
pened upon &ni}ar queftions with the prefent. In Damaree and 
Purchafe's cafe, evidence was received of what fome of the par- 
llosliaddgiie when the Prifoner was not there. The Attorney 
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General lays, I call this wltnefs, not to fpeak in particular to 
the Prifoner, but to fhew the intention of tlic nK>b. On the 
trial of Lord Southampton, fomething iaid by Lord EfTex, pre- 
vious to the Prifoner*s being there, was admitted as evidence. In 
the cafes diat have happened in our own time, in Lord George 
Gordon's cafe, evidence of what different perfons of die mob had 
faid, though he was not there, was admitted. In all the ca(bs at St 
Margaret's Hill, the (amc thing was admitted, and with a view of 
ihewing what was the defign then on foot, which is a very diftin& 
queftion from the queftion of whether the Prifoner was or 
not concerned to the extent that otliers might have been. As 
Mr. Garrow ftates this letter, it feems to me to have that cffccl, 
for it fhcws what fome of the parties at leaft intended by meet« 
ings they had hpld, and what they proppfed to efie&. In that 
Kght, therefore, it feems to me to be evidence. But before it 
can affc(9: the Prifoner materially, it is necefiary to make out 
another point, namely, that he confcpted to the extent that the 
others did ; but ftill, while we are upon the queftion as to the 
defign, it appears to me that any thing that has been faid, ftill 
more any thing that has been written by the confpirators, ought 
to be received in evidence, to prove what that defign was. 

Mr, Juftice Grofe, I muft confefs, I have very great doubts 
upon this fubjedl. The majority of the Court is for rejecting 
the evidence. It does feem to me, I muft confefs, at leaft very 
doubtful whether it ought to be rejected ; for it appears to me, 
that this is evidence of what the parties meant by what was done 
at a place where both thefe parties were prefent, and both Mem- 
bers of one Society, and profeffedly concerned in one plan ; it is 
therefore very material to hear what either of them fays refpefting 
this plan, for there is no doubt about it that thefe papers are re-^ 
fpe£ting this plan, to fliew the extent of the plan, and the inten- 
tion, the animus with which thefe people met, and were publifii- 
ing thefe papers ; therefore, in tliat light, I muft confefs, what 
my Brother Buller has faid has ftruck me very much. But, ex- 
clufive of that, from the beginning the inclination of my opinion 
was and is, that it is evidence. 
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Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. It is certainly a cafe that has a 
great' deal of doubt attending it > t)u^ at the fame time I caa 
hardly bring my own mind to confider this as falling within Mr, 
Garrow's own definition. It muft be fomething in furtl)erance 
©f the confpiracy. I agree, that any a£t done by one, is, to a 
^rertain extent, imputable to another ; that is, it may be given in 
evidence to flxew the general confpiracy in which he was en- 
gaged ; but an z&- done, appears to me to be difrerent from the 
mere relation of it by another perfon, a mere j-el^tion of wha( 
pafled given by one in a private letter to another. I have much 
doubt whether it is evidence that ought to be received \ am, 
myfelf, inclined to rcjeft it, ' 

Mr. Baron Hotham, I am of the fame opinion as my Lord 
Chief Juftice and my Lorjd Chief Baron.. I dp not think this is 
evidence fit to be received, *I do not think it is a part of the 
tranfaction of the plan to be carried into execution. I cpnfider 
it ^ a mere relation of whaf has paffed, which, if it is to aflei^ 
the prifoner, ought to be confined to the real h&.. that happened 
^t the time to which this relation alludes. However, there is np 
evidence to prove that what is ftated for a facj: in jhis letter, 
by which the Prifoper is to Ije implicated, adually did hapr 
pen. 

Lord Chief Jujllce Eyre. After haying hcar'd my Lord Chief 
Baron and my brothers upon it, I really am of opinion that it 1$ 
too queftionable to be received as evidence, except upon the 
ground laft ftated by Mr, Gjirrpw, uppn which if he iafifts on 
it, it muft be received. 

Mr, Garrow* Certainly not. 

JLord Chief Jujlice Eyre. In the cafes of Damaree and LoriJ 
George Gordon, the cry of the mob at the time made a part of 
the {2&y of the traniaftion, therefore I h^\'e no doubt that fuch 
evidence ought to be received ; but I confefs I have fo great a 
doubt upon ;he admiffibilit^ of this letter, tliat I prefer re* 
jeSing it. 

Mr, Solicitor General, My Lord, I *{hould have no idea of 
preffing this, but merely witl^^a view to fimilar queftions which 
*ipay arife 1 . ■ .. ■ . ■ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Erjkine* They will be difcuflfed when they arif». 

Lord Chief J ujiice Eyre. Corrcfpondencc very often makes a 
part of the tranfa£lion, and where corrcfpondencc makes a part 
of the tran(a£bion, the corrcfpondencc of one man who is a ^^ny 
in a confpiracy, would undoubtedly be evidcncei correfpondcncs 
in furtherance of the plot : a correfpondence of a privare naturci 
a mere relation of what had been done, appears a difFerent thing. 

Mr. Garrdw. My Lord, I now propoie to read a letter upon 
the principle of it; being a correfpondence between one of the 
peribns proved to have been a party in the confpiracy, and ano« 
dier perfon at a diftant part of the kingdom, likewife proved to 
be a party in the confpiracy : it is a letter from Mr. Martin, after 
the dinner at the Globe Tavern, to Mr, Margarot, who was at 
that time in cuftody in the Tolbooth, at Edinburgh, 'having 
been one of the perfons apprehended by the magiftracy at £din« 
burgh, as a part of that Briti(h Convention whom the magiftracy 
difpcrfei The letter is, in terms, calculated to excitie the fpirit 
of the brethren of the North : it, likewife, contains a declaration 
of the univerfal approbation of the condu£l of thofe delegates in 
the North, and it ftatcs other circumftances of a public nature ;— 
the manner m which his Majefty had met his Parliament, as it is 
ftated— the manner in which his Majefty is ftated by this writer 
to have been received hy the people, and iniulted, and his Jifc 
endangered, as this writer ftates it, ftiU going on with a view to 
excite and encourage them in a diftant part of the kingdom, by 
drflcminating the fame doftrines, which, in London, thefe pec^lc 
difteminated. 

Mr. Erjkine. I apprehend that this letter, upon no principle, 
can be evidence ; I fliall not draw the Court at all into the con- 
ftruffion of the ftatute of King Edvirard the Third, at tWs mo- 
ment ; the prifoner is upon his deliverance on the general ifliic, 
and I ftiall addrcfs your Lordfhipsandthe Jury, upon that fubjed, 
in due feafon : at prefcnt, I fhal'l content myfelf with faying 
what has been faid twice to-day already ; firft in the morning by 
myfelf, afterwards by my friend who fits by me, that this is 
an indiftmcnt for comparing and imagining the deatli of the 
King i and that there are ovcrt-afts ftated in the indi£hnent, 

which 



( 369 ) 

which are laid as a£h done in purfuance of, and in accomplifh- 
mcnt of—or to ufc the language of the indi6hnent, to fulfil the 
traitorous intention, whidi is thp charge upon the record. 

It is impoflible for my friends to go further than to contend, 
hy thef^ acls, that they involve in theinfelves, as they are pleafed 
to fay, a forcible fubverfioh of the»government of the country^ 
which would involve in it as a confequence, Ae deadi of the 
King, and that therefore it is an overt-a£l, or, in other words, 
relavtint evidence to prove the criminal intention, which is the 
fubjefl matter of this indiftment. But your Lordfliips permit^ 
and ought to permit I allow, any other a£b of the prifoner, to 
be given ii\ evidence, which decypher his mind to the Jury ; any 
expreffions of his own, any thing that he has (aid, any thing that 
he has done, which points dircftly and relevantly to the purpoie 
of this indiiftmcnt; for I hope your Lordftips will never ceafe t© 
rccolle<£b, that the crime charged upon the record, is the com- 
paiHng the death of the King, and itnt the overt-aA is the means 
the defendant is charged to have made ufc of in the accompliih- 
ment of that criminal and deteftable purpofe. 

Then let us fee the danger of allowing the letter of a man, who 
is not charged even upon this record, as a confpirator with the 
prifoner at the bar : Mr. Martin has had a bill found againft him, 
■whidi of courfe we know nothing of— we only read of it in the 
newfpapers ; but we, who are of Counfd for the prifoner, are 
Counfel for him as having engaged in a confpiracy with the 
other prifoners now in Newgate, and with other perfons to the 
Jurors unknown, for the purpofe of accomplifiiing this deteftable 
purpofe of deftroying the Kmg ; and your Lordfliips will fee 
what a pretty piece of work 3rou are cutting out for yourfelves, 
if this evidence be admitted. Any thing that Mr. Martin feys, 
or writes, can, upon no principle of common fenfe (to leave 
law out of the queftion,) be confidered as evidence to criminate 
any body, except as he is a member of the Correiponding Society, 
which, by the bye, he is not yet proved to be 

Mr. Garroiv, Davifon proved that he was a member. 

Mr. Ermine. We will take Mr. Martin, for argument fake, 
td be a member of the Contending Society. I Ihall be glad 

to 
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to know upon what principle can your LordQiips go out of th? 
ovcrt«a£ls charged in the indictment ; upon what principle upon 
earth can you go beyond evidence of the direct confpiracy 
charged upon the defendant, but upon this wholefoms ground^ 
idiich we do not ft and hc^re to contradicSl, namely, that any 
thing which can dccypher th^ mind of the prifoner to the Ju.y, 
from whence they can collect that he intended Che d^th of the 
King, may be evidence againft him ; then, according to that, 
any members of the Correfponding Society whom you could 
have brought together when Mr. Hardy was not fpeaking of the 
King, when he was not reviling the King, or attempting any 
thing that could lead to his Majefty's death, unlefs, according to 
the argument which we heard at large, yefterday^ of certain con- 
sequences which were to arife from the Repref^ntation of the 
People in Parliament — ^it would render that innocent man at the 
bar, as I have a right to ftyle him until the Jury have pronounced 
a contrary verdict — it would make him anfwerable for every 
wicked thing that any man has faid, or that any nun has 
written. 

I collect from what fell from Mr. Garrow, but ilill more 
from the opening of this letter, yefterday, by the Attorney- 
General, that Mr. Martin writes, in fome flippant manner, of 
a patten being thrown at his Majefty, upon his return from his 
Parliament (which, by the bye, is the ftyle and language of the 
Jaw, for it is his Parliament) ; but, if Mr. Martin choofes to 
cxprefs himfclf in a contemptuous manner cither of the King or 
of his Parliament, and if that is to be evidence to dccypher the 
mind of any body, it is evidence to decypher the mind of 
Mr. Martin, not of Mr. Hardy. Does not common fenfe, 
conmion honour, and common jufticc, revolt alike at it. We 
have got namc$ we cannot help, becaufc in a court of jufticc 
we fometimes talk of a plot and fometimcs of a confpiracy j but 
I (ay, that all that has been laid before your Lordfnips to-day 
and yefterday, amounts no matter to what : I am not to pro- 
nounce the law, it is tlie Court — but amounts to an alfcmbly of 
* great number of people in difterent parts of this ifland, all pur- 
Aiing one purpofc. Yyur Lordfliips will recoUcfl, that the 

confpiracy, 
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confpiracy, if it is to be called a confpiracy, does not exift in 
the members of the Correfponding Society alone, for the accom* 
plifhment of this purpofe ; they correfponded with Sheffield— 
they correfponded with Manchefter, with Leeds, with Norwich^ 
with Dumferline, with Edinburgh, and with a great number of 
other places. According to the doftrine now contended for, the 
declaration of every fnai^not the declaration of what his obje<i 
was — it has not been ftated that any of them faid, ^ The objeft 
^ of all our meetings is to deftroy the King i'O but if any abfurd, 
intemperate man, drunk or fober, choofet to utffer an exprcffioft 
contemptuous of the Kii^g, that is to be evidence to decypher 
'Mr. Hardy's mind. I do not ftand up to approve of any man's 
uttering any contemptuous expreiSon of the fort ; but if Mr. 
Martin has uttered fuch an expreffion, when Mr. Martin is upon 
his trial, die good fenfe of the Jury will collider how far fuch an 
expreffion as that will weigh as againft him ; but I enter my folemn 
proteft agaiitft this being given as evidence to affect Mr. Hardy. 
My Lords, I muft needs do (oj when I heard an expreffion im- 
puted yeftgrday in the 0{^ning, by the Attorney-General, in 
this caufc, to another perfon. — Suppofe, for inftance, any man 
of all that fociety, (hould fay an intemperate, an abfurd, or a 
criminal thing : why now, for inftance, fuppofe a man takes the 
head off a pot of porter, and (ays, I fhould like to cut off the 
heads 6f Kings, (hould I not know what the context was : muft: 
I not know what Kings they were fpeaking of, whether fpeaking 
of thofe Kings which he might think allied together for a purpofe 
jdeftrudive to the principles of juftice and humanity, or whether 
he meant any thing that could lead even to an idea of the King 
of Great-Britain. 

But fuppofing any men connected in a fcheme for the Reform 
of Parliament ; I will fupppfe it in the cafe of honourable men, 
who meet in a fociety (of which I am a member) for the pur- 
pofe of a Reform of Parliament,* for any thing I know^ if the 
papers of that fociety were laid before your Lordftiips, there 
might be found expreffions in them which your Lordftiips might 
think intemperate expreffions, which you might think illegal — • 
ea^reffions which you might think ought not to be u&d ; and as 

far 



( 37^ ) 
fiir as your Lordfhips could impute any of thefe expreffions to 
me, if they could be feirly imputed that would be one thing :— 
But, good God ! what man could ever enter himfelf into any 
ibcirty for any one ohje<ft whatever, if the language and if die 
.writings of every individual compofing that fociety could be 
given in evidence againft him. 

I would only a(k. where this is to ftop \ becaufe I have a right 
to (ay, if Mr.. Martin is to be confidered to" be the decypherer of 
"die mind of Mr. Hardy, then I muft enter into a defence of die 
mind of Mr. Martin t I muft call witnefles to Mr. Martin's 
diara£^er ; for, if there is any objeAion to that, I have taken 
die pains in preparing for diis momentous trial, to look from 
die earlieft period of our hiftory down to the preient hour, 
through all the queftions that have be«n put to witnefles* with 
regard to the declaration of tbeir fentiments of perfons accufed, 
for the purpofe of their exculpation. Can you go the length of 
making a declaration of Mr. Martin's contemptuous behaviour 
towards the King evidence not only to (hew that he theught 
lighdy of the King, but that every other mau did, who met 
for another purpofe, and for another end ? 

Is it meant to be gravely faid here, that if perfons meet toge- 
dicr for the accomplifhment of a purpofe, which purpofe appears 
by the evidence to be what I have no right to fay, becaufe until 
your Lordfhips and die Jury decide, whether it is to obtain a 
fair Repreientation of die People in Parliament by conftitutionai 
means, or whether it is any thing elfe, what quality the law 
fhall annex to it, is matter I will not br^iak in upon, for various 
reafons, at this moment.! . As the prifbner (famds accufed of com- 
pafHiig the death of the King, every thing he has done him(elf, 
every thing done in his prefence, every thing (aid in his pre(ence, 
to wliich he may be fuppofed to aflfent, by continuing to meet the 
fame perfons again, is to be received in evidence. Now, for 
inftance, if Mr. Martin had faid this in the prefence of Mr. 
Hardy, and afterwards he is found living with Mr. Hardy, it 
might be faid fo far Hardy might be confidered as approving the 
condiia of Mr. Martin. I underftand diis to be a letter found i 
I do not know where, for-that is not even ftated. 

Mr. Garrow. 
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Mr, Garrow. It is a letter addrefled to Margarot) at £diti« 
burgh, he being a miffionary from this fociety. 

Lord Qjtef Jujiice Eyre. Where was it found ? what is 
the fea ? 

Mr. White. It was not found among his papers, but we fhall 
prove it to be Martin's hand-writing. 

Mr. Erjkine. Suppofe, inftead of being a letter to Margarot^ 
it had been a letter to Hardy himfelf, it would not be evidence ; I 
cannot help a man's writing a letter to me — the pofl: may bring 
it, and it may be found in my cuftody j if any man were to write 
a letter to me by the poft, containing matters I highly di&pprovedy 
j^our Lord(hips could not criminate me becaufe this letter was 
found in my cuftody. 

I wifhthistobeconfidered, in order for your Lordfhips to fee 
the extent to which this buHnefs Is opened. We are now fiur 
advanced in the fecond day, upon an indi<5fanent for comparing 
the death of the King ; and, if your Lordfhips look through the 
ftate trials, from the beginning of our hiftory to the prefent time, 
you will find what has been remarked by the Court, that it has 
never been neceflary to have recourfe to the expedients employed 
laft night, by the indulgence of the Court, in a cafe of High 
Treafon. In the cafe of Elizabeth Canning, I underftand it was 
dcme. But, if this field of evidence is to be gone into, I proteflf 
I cannot fee when this will end, becaufe I am fore that your 
Lordfhips will do impartial juflice, and, tiierefore. If this letter 
of Mr. Martin's is to be read, Mr. Martin, of courfe, muff be 
allowed to explain it. If the Crown can give the letter in evi* 
dence, becaufe Mr. Martin happened to be a member of the 
London Correfponding Society, every man's letters, who was a 
member of any of thefe focietics, which were in correfpondence 
together (for your Lordfhip will recoUeft, that the confpirators, 
if there are any,, are all who have been moving to this purpofe by 
affiliated focieties), their bureaus might be broke open, their 
letters intercepted at the pofl'*office, or be feized upon by the 
magiflracy, and your Lordfhip might have to read the corre- 
ipondence of every man in thcfe focieties j I wifh to know that, 
becaufe it may be material, and I may withdraw my objeAion. 

C o Shall 



( 374 ) 

Shall I, in my turn, be allowed to produce die letters of all the 
members of thcfe focieties to their friends i Certainly not ; it 
)|irould be abfurd and fooli(h tq expe£l it : therefore, upon every 
principle of law, I objedt to this letter of Mr. Martin's being 
read, unlefi it can be fhewn that his letter is coniieded with 
fomething that Mr. Hardy a^id he have done together, and that it 
can be brought home to Mr. Hardy, that he knew the h£h con- 
tained in that letter, and that it was ibmething done in the fur- 
therance and accomplifhnijent of a confpiracy between them, I 
certainly muft object to any improper expreffions ui this letter 
being imputed to Mr. Hardy-**I objedt to its being given in 
fvidence. 

Mr. Gibbs. After this point has been h ably argued by Mr, 
Erfkine, I can add but very little ; but this I muft &y, that it 
keois to be offering this letter with an endeavour to bring beforq 
your Lordfhips precifely the iame queftion agaiii. If I took what 
your Lordfhip iaid accurately, when the decifion was given upon 
the lail point, and that evidence was rejeded, your Lordfhip 
£ud, that in Damaree's caies and in Lord George Gordon's caft,* 
]t was true, that the declarations of peribns when thd prifbners were 
not prefent, were received in evidence > but they were received for 
this reafon, becaufe they had been prefent at the coUe Aipn of the 
910b, and, during the riots of thofe mobs, in the traniadicxis of 
which it was endeavoured to implicate the prifoners : — ^wfaat thej 
declared while they were in a<Aion, was admiffible evidence, to 
(hew what the object of thefe infurreflions was> and therefore it 
was received ; but your Lordlhips have never determined, that 
^at which was declared by a perfon uncoiuiefled with the pri- 
foner at the bar, except as he may, at particular occaiions, havt 
been brought into his company, could in any cafe be received a» 
evidence. 

I underftand the line to be this : when a man is indiiSted for 
that which is done by a great colledlion of men aflembled to- 
gether, and he is prefent at feme times and abfent at others, the 
declarations of other men ailing with him in that very a£t for 
which he is indicted, are admiffible evidence to (hew what the 
objed of that aflembly was : But why was the letter 1^ ofFeredi 
2 rejcflcd ? 
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rcjeAed ? For this reafon, becaufe it contained a relation of 
&ds, which relation of fa6h the prifoner was not cognisant of; 
he did not know that thefe fefts were fo related : What is the 
prefent letter ? I a(ked to fee it before I addrefled your Lordfliips : 
I was told I muft not fee it, that it was irregular ; from what I 
have collefted of it, it is no more than the laft letter: it <x)ntains 
b relation of fafts, and then they would add to it, that the objedt 
rf this relation of fedts, was to keep up the fpirits of aperfon at 
Edinburgh ; if I underftood the argument, that was die drift 
of it. 

Mr. Garrow^ It was ftated to be an excitation in terms. 

Mr. Gibbs. Certainly 5 I am arguing under great difficulties : 
toy objeft was, to (hew that this is the fame queftion which your 
Lordfliips have decided upon the former argument ; I defired Xo 
Ite the letter before I addreffed my argument to your Lordfliips, 
which may certainly be all mere air, if I am miflraken in the faft j 
I was told in point of regularity, I could not fee the letter, and 
Aeretore I can only argue it upon the recolledHon of what was 
loofely ftated : it might be fo intended, in the mind of the writer 
of it, to keep up the fpirits of Mr* Margarot i But was that 
dbjc6l communicated to the prifoner ? Did he mean that thofe 
£idb fliould be fo related ? The real obje£l for producing this 
ktter, is diis — that the reprefentation of fa£b contained in that 
letter, by the writer of it (and in the writing of which letter the 
prifoner is not in any refpefl: implicated), that the narration of 
hSts by the writer of the letter, fliould be fixed upon the pri- 
foner ; diat whatever the writer of diat letter has improvidently, 
fbdiflily, raflily, or I will fay unlawfully exprefled in that letter, 
ftat raihneis, felly, or illegality, may be fixed upon Mr. Hardy. 
It feems to me, that this cafe comes direftly within the fpirit of 
your Lordfliips decifion upon tire laft argument. 

Cafes were ftated upon the laft argument, in which the decla- 
rations of tiiird perfons were received agkinft a prifoner ; but it 
was only in cafes where the prifoner was indi£ted for joining in 
the zSt of a multitude, where perfons are fometimes prefent and 
fometimes abfent ; a part of that multitude, at tiie time tiiey were" 
uidawfiilly collected, for which unlawflil coHeftion die prifoner 
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Was among others indited j part of them had declared MAoit \m 
their objeft. I agree that may be evidence againft a prifoner, 
and he muft exculpate himfelf if he can -y but that a letter fhouU 
be evidence againft Mr. Hardy, which he never faw, and for a 
purpofe to which he never acceded, feems to me againft all law, 
and I am fure that it is againft all jufticc ; for the ohjeSt of diis 
indidlment is to try the mind of Mr. Hardy — to tty whedier he 
did in his mind compafs the death of the King. And furely, jiiC> 
tice does not require that that which is proved to preis in die mind 
of one man fhouldiix a iimilarity of fentiment in the mind of 
another, who neither dire£bd the letter to be written which is 
ofFered in evidence, nor ever afterwards Icnew that the letter ms 
written, which letter too never was received* 

Mr. Solicitor General. I will trouble your Lrordfhip widi a 
very few words upon this point, and, I truft, your Lordfhipvill 
be of opinion that it is unqueftionably evidence. ' Certain peribo^ 
are indidbed for endeavouring to procure a Convention to be 
aflembled to fubvert the Legidature, rule and government, nor 
duly and happily eftablifhed in this kingdom, and other overt- 
2I&S of the fame tendency. Now upon the very principle uriiidi 
has been juft ftated by Mr. Gibbs, it appears to me diat this is 
evidence. The principle which is ftated by Mr. Gibbs is, that 
that which is declared by confpirators, whilft in a(%on, is evi- 
dence againft thofe who were not prefent at the time, as well as 
againft thofe who were prefent at the time 

Mr, Gibbs, I beg your pardon, I would not have you take my 
argument impr«perly^ I did not fay confpirators in action, but 
I faid that where a number of men are indicted for a£b of vio- 
lence in which they unite, and the prifoner is fodietimes preient 
and fometirties abfent, that what is ftated by fome of diofe pcr- 
fons who are faid to co-operate with him in fome of tho& aAs of 
violence may be evidence. 

Mr. Solicitor General. I am very little capable of diftinguifh- 
ing between what I ftated and what Mr. Gibbs now fays. I 
take this to be a declaration of confpirators in the progress of 
their confpiracy, and I take that to be exa£Uy die diftin&ioo 
between this cafe, and that which your Lordlhips havcdetermin- 
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ed, with refpefl to which it is my duty to fubmit to the judgment 
of the court. That was a letter addrefled to a perfon, whom we 
kave not fhewn to be, in any degree, involved in the confpiracy, 
to a Mr. Vellam; whereas this is a letter, addrefled by Mr. 
Martin, who is proved to be Chairman of the meeting, on the 
atoth of January, to Maurice Margarot, who was the deputy 
from the Correfponding* Society, at the Convention which was 
held at Edinburgh; it is, therefore, a converfation, by letter, 
between two perfons who were parties to the confpiracy, if there 
exifted any confpiracy; for, in all thefe cafes, the firfl: queftion 
your Lordfliips and the jury will have to confider, is the 
cxiftence of a confpiracy, and the objeft of that confpiracy; 
amd then, whether the perfon charged was party to that con- 
fpiracy. 

Now for the purpofe of fhewing the exlflence of a confpiracy, 
and for the purpofe of (hewing what the views of the confpirators 
were ; how far they went, converfations of thofe confpirators 
totally diftinft from the prifoner, have cohftantly been admitted 
to be given in evidence. In the cafe of my Lord Stafford, which 
was a profecution, by impeachment in parliament, for High 
Treafon, in compaffing the death of die King, and proceeding to 
great length; the evidence that was firft given was fimply, and 
only of the general plot, by perfons who were capable, as they 
afterwards proved by their teflimony, of bringing that Treafon 
fpecifically home to Lord Stafford; they were not examined to 
that point at firft, but were examined funply, and only to the 
general plot; one thing which they proved in the courfe of that 
evidence, with refped to the general plot, I will flate to your 
Lordfliips ; it was a clifcourfe between Anderton, Champion, 
Green, and feveral other perfons, with which Lord Stafford had 
no fort of connexion whatever, in which thofe perfons told the 
witneis, that there would be a great alteration in England, e'er 
long; that the King was an heretic, and might be deflroyed; 
that dieyinduftrioufly preached this dodlrine, and that die Duke 
of York was with them. Evidence was given of thefe con- 
verfations. Who were the perfons diat held thefe converfations i 
They w^re not perfonts included in the impeacfament of Lord 
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StafFord, but perfons to whom it was imputed that they were in 
the common and general confpiracy, which was charged to exift, 
for th&purpofe of the reftoration of the Roman Cathdiic Religion 
in this country, and for the purpofe of depofing the King, and 
fubverting the Government of the country, The manner in 
which Serje^t Maynard ftates the evidence which was to be 
given, feems to me to be perfeftly clear. He fays, " This is a 
*^ treafon of a faction, and of a general party in die nation; 
^ 'tis not this or that Lord, but a great number \ 'tis not diis 
^' or that Lord that is mentioned in the articles, but die coo^ 
'^ fpiracy is of a great facSiion. This do we think, and diis 
^ makes us fo earneft to prefs the general before your Lord(hipi| 
^ that we may give i^tisfadtipn to your Lordfliips^ and the worUi 
** what this plot hath been, and how carried on every where. 

** My Lords, th? confequencc of that is very great j for, my 
.^ Lords, if th^re were a general defign, and a general plot, as 
^^ clearly there was, fome were to a£t in Spain, and fome in 
^' France j, fome in odier places ; fome in Ireland, Scotland, and 
*^ £ngl^, and a great number of Jefuits, (we have a matter of 
*^ thirty in chafe about this bufmeis) I &y, my Lards^i if it be ib^ 
^' if one action be in one place, and another in another, yet if there 
<^ be a common confent to accompliih this plot, then what the 
" one does fs the a<^ of all, and the aft of all is the afl; of every 
*' one. 

*^ My Lords, the perfons were niany, and the places and times 
** many they aftcd in, and the defigns which they were to ac- 
*' complifii, ajid the meaiis wherewith they were to apcompliU 
** them were mauy too,'* 

My Lords, in the ^k of Lord Lovat, the lame tan o{ 
doctrine is laid down with refped to the evidence.-!-Thc So- 
licitor General of that time fays, ^ It is necef&ry, thereforci 
" by general evidence, to Ihew that there haye been fuch plots 
*^ and confpiracies as the Comqions aPrt, ai>d then to afieA die 
" noble Irord at the bar, by proper evidence, with being con- 
« cerned in thefe plots," It was fo, he fays, in Lord Stafford's 
cafe, and at the ^^ trials at law of the perfoi\s accui^ of having 
«< t)een in ti^Q lame plot, the iame method was sUow^ a3 proper^ 
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^ and liable to no juft objection, in many trials after flie ' 
*' Revolution." 

This was faid upon an objeftion that was taken ta tii« 
evidence of Mr. Murray, of Broughton. — Mn Murray pro- 
ceeded in his relation of the conipiracy ; and one part of die 
evidence which he Aen gave was, that Lord Traquair had' 
informed him, that a Mr. Drummond had carried over to Paris- 
z memorial, and a lift of all the Gentlemen in StoCiahd; who 
would fupport the Pretender; tiiat he had converfcd widr 
Drummond ; that Drummond was dien in Edinburgh, and 
propofed tiiat he ftould have a meeting with him; thaf 
Ke had a meeting with Drummond, ' who repeated much thef' 
fame thing, and (aid he had been extremely wdl received by 
the Cardinal ; that is, Cardinal Fleuryi — Several other parts of 
his evidence were to the fame tendency.'-*»What was this but 
giving evidence of converfations between two confpirators upon* 
die fubjeft (rf the plot, for the purpofe of fhewing what was the- 
xiature, tendency, and objefts of the plot, and what were Ac 
views of the feveral perfons who were concerned in it, 

Wirii fubmiffion to your Lordfhips, this letter is evidence 
upon die lame ground.— ^It is evidence, quo animo, Mr. Martin- 
^£hed.— I do not mean to fay, it is direft evidence, quo anhno, 
Mr. Hardy aAed, but it is the nature of all plots that this fort 
of evidence fhould be given ; feveral picrfons are concerned ; 
they are brought into one engagement; fome of them may 
certainly have views lefs culpable than others, but ftill for the 
purpofe of a jury determining what is the guilt of the particular 
perfon charged, the views, the intentions, dedared by conver- 
^tilon, as well as odierwife, of die feveral perfons Concerned in- 
the plot, and efpecially when it happens to be converfations be- 
tween two of die perfons concerned in the plxjt, which, with 
ftibmiifibri, a letter from one of the perfons engaged in it, to 
anodier oT thofe perfons is, then I fubmit, that it is a matter 
which may fairly and properly be given in evidence, confiftent 
tirith die determination your Lordfhips have made, and upon the 
#cry foundation^ diat it is what paffes between perfons engaged 
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hx a conTpiracy, while the confpiracy is in its procefs towards 
that conclufion, which we fubmit the confpirators had in view. 
. Mr. Serjeant Jdair. It is not on aiccount of the. importance 
of this particular piece of evidence that I take the liberty of 
addreffing a very few words to your Lordihips, upon die fubjed 
of the objedion that has been made, but from an impreffion of 
the very great importance of die principle upon which diis ob- 
j^&ion may be decided, and the extenfive s^plicadon of it to 
cither cafes that may in future occur. 

In order to underftand the obje&ion, it is necellary to ftate the 
ground upon which this evidence is oflFered; and I conceive that 
a great part of the argument of my learned friend^ who very 
ingenioufly fta^ this obje&ion at firft, is anfwered by a con- 
fideration of the ground upon which this evidence is oiFered ; for 
I do not conceive, and I, for one, do not offer the evidence to die 
Court upon the ground, that the idle expreffions of Mr. Martin 
refpe&ing die King,*— that the relation of an accidental bSi diat 
happened in the Park, within Mr. Martin's knowledge, refycBing 
die King, is any evidence at all againft the prifoner ; but it is 
iipon this ground that a part of that letter which we offer in 
evidence is alledged to relate, and your Lordihips, when it is 
read, will find that it does relate to an adl done by the con- 
fpirators, as it is contended, in the furtherance and profecoticHi 
of that confpiracy which is by the indi£hnent imputed to the 
prifoner. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre. Be fo good as flate a litde more 
particularly what that is. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. It is a ftatement from one of the con- 
fpirators, who had been in the chair at die meeting of thofe whom 
we call the confpirators, held, as it has been alledged, for die 
purpofe of furthering the views of that confpiracy — it is a ftate- 
ment of that confpirator to another perfon, alledged to be a 
confpirator of what pafled at that meeting, fo held.— rNow the 
charge againft the prifoner is the compai&ng the King's death| 
by means of a confpiracy, to overturn the conftituted au- 
thorities of the State, and the Government of the country, under 
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colour of a profeffed defign only to make a reform in parlhu 
mentary reprefentation, and to corredt abufes in one branch of 
the Legiflature ;— a defign which, purfued by innocent and proper 
means, might poffibly be either vrfiolly innocent, or amount to a 
guilt infinitely lefs than that which is charged by this indidiment ; 
but when fuch a confpiracy as is imputed to the prifoner, is 
alledged to be carried on under colour of fuch a pretext, many of 
the a6ts of thofe confpirators muft, in their nature, be equivocal, 
and admit of different conftruftions, — How are thefe conftruc- 
tions to be coUefted ? — How is that ambiguity to be removed I 
But by views of the conduct and declarations of the perfooi 
alledged to be in the confpiracy itfelf — ^It is upon that ground, 
and that al^e, that this is fubmitted to the court as the ftatement 
of the proceedings, at a meeting by one confpirator to another 
confpirator, implicated in the general defign, but not prefentat 
that meeting. — ^It feems to me, that there is no kind of evidence 
that can tend more direftly to develope the real intention of the 
parties in the tranfad^ion, than that fpecies of evidence whidi 
is now offered, — I do not mean to contend, that the letter, whea 
read, which I have call: my eye over, will itfelf go any great 
length in effeftuating that purpofe, but the nature of the evidence 
is fuch as may be important, perhaps, in other inftances, much 
more fo than the prefent; and the principle is extenfive in its 
application, not only to the trials upon the prefent occafion, but 
thofe that may hereafter occur in this country, and at times whea 
this trial may become a precedent to poflerity. 

The grounds upon which this evidence is offered to the court, 
feem to me to fiJl dire£Uy within the principle of the Earl of 
Stafford's cafe j but, even if it could be diflinguifhed from other 
cafes, I think it cannot be diflinguifhed from the cafes of 
Demaree and Lord George Gordon; and the diflindlion that 
has been attempted between an adl of violence, or any other aft, 
in furtherance of a confpiracy, I confefs I do not feel much the 
fixrce of. — This comes fo completely within the principle of 
Lord George Gordon's cafe, that it is impoffible, without holding 
that cafe not to be law, to reje£i this evidence. 

Your 
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• Your Lordfhips will pardon me for having made Aefe obfer- 
vations ; it was merely from die importance of the principle, 
and not from the leafl idea, that the letter^ when read, will be 
thought to be very much in itfelf. 

Mr. Bearcrofi. I make no apology for troubling your Lord- 
Ihips with a few obfcrvations upon this point; it is a cafe of very 
great importance ; and when I fay diat I am fure I ftall be 
underftood, diat I do not ftand up to fpeak of the im{)ortance 
rf it, becaufe I art likely to give any extraordinary affiftancc, 
but, inafmuch as it b of fo great and general importance, I, 
Aerefore, feel it my duty to attempt to do it in the beft way I 
<am. — ^I fhall, in doing it^ avoid two things: I will not attempt 
to break into, c/r controvert, the rule that has been already laid 
down by the court, as I underftand it— I will not repeat a fyllable 
Aat has been faid by the learned gentleman before me — but I 
Aink I can add another obfervation upon this letter, which would 
Entitle it to be read* 

When I fey I will not controvert the rule laid down, as I 
underftand it, I wifli to ftate, in order that I may be correffced, 
if I mifunderftand it, how I fuppofe it to have been laid dovlTi,-^ 
9S I underftand it, it was decided, by the authority of the court, that 
a mere narration of fimple fafts thatj have pafled is not admiflible 
cvidencc.-.-I think that cannot well be difputed ; my humble 
judgment certainly goes with that decifion, if it is carried no 
fiirtiier ; — ^but when a queftion of evidence, and of great extent 
and importance, is before the court, I have been always taught, 
that the way to decide upon the competency and admiflibility of 
that evidence is to confider, — ^What is the queftion trying?— 
Againft whom is the teftimony offered ? — ^What is the nature 
of it ?-^To what purpofe is it adduced ? 

• Now I underftand, or I am grofsly miftaken in the whole of 
Ais proceeding, that the objeft of it is to fliew, Aat the prifoner 
at the bar is guilty of high treafort, of the fpfccies charged in this 
indiftment, by the means, and by overt a6b, which' amount to a 
csonfpiracy, with many others, to carry that treafonable intent 
into executions that is the nature of the charge,— The con* 
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fequence I conceive moft dearly to be du% di^ tHough it is «r 
indicSttnent for high treafon, yet, becaufe that high treafon is t» 
be carried Into execution by the meansoif^confpiracy, that all 
the evidence which will, by law, be admiffible upon the trial till 
a minor conTpiracy^ aconfpiracy not treafonableywill be admiffible 
likewife upon the prefent enquiry. 

Now, my Lords, I take it to- be a fettled rule in the trial of 
ai) indi^lment for a confpiracy of every kindj that when once 
you have eftablifhed, that the prifoner at ^e bar has confpired^ 
together with others, not then upon trial, in thp indifimentr— 
pay, I go further, not charged in the indi&nent—^When I fay 
^ablifhed, I do not mean eftablifhed decidedly, that they are 
guilty of the confpiracy, but that there is evidence admiffiUe, 
iuid to be laid. before the jury, upon which they are to exercife 
their judgment^mithen I have a right to give in evidence the aSa 
pf others, fo connedted. 

My Lord, it cannot be difputed, that fome evidence to -pr&rei 
fhe confpiracy is in the pofleflion of the court ; nay, it is in the 
poffeffion of the jury; for it cannot be in poflfeffion of the court, 
without being in poffeffion of the jury; they have heard i^ ot 
courfe, as it has been admitted.— *We have got thus far, that 
the prifoner at the bar was engaged in a confpiracy, together widi 
Martin and Margarot-^they two correfponded by letter— they 
two coaverfed, in v^iting, as has been rightly ftated by Mr* Soli-t 
^itor General, 

What is the ObjeA of the confpiracy ?i-r«We contend it is 
tx) overturn the Governme;it, and depofe the King, wherebjp 
}t is obvious^ to any common underftanding, ^t the life of the 
King is in dangerv— Now I contend, therefore, widi the utmc^ 
deference to the court, that this letter is competent evidence^-^ 
no matter hov fer it extends, or how fbort it goes — if it goes 
^y ftep at all \ but I coofefs that I fed, and I am (anguine 
enough to ftate^ that it goes poi4tedly, importantly, and direftly 
to the matter: of Hi^ Treafon charged in the indi£hnent— * 
I faid I would not repeat a fyllable that had been urged by the 
Ifeiiitlfimeiv be^. v^e^ \9^ I it&i^ to be uiujleri|o9d, that my 
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mind goes vnA diem entirely, and' accedes to every part of their 
srguments* 

I beg leave to advert to anodier part of this letter, diat, I (ay, 
goes pointedly to i&ew, that the defign was for compaiBng the 
mifefaievous, die tiraiterous, — I had very nearly faid the perfonal 
deftrudion of the King. What I advert to in this letter, I will 
lead to your Lbrdfhips in the very words ^— ^<* The King went 
^ yefterday to meet his Parliament." Your Lordihips will 

inark die expreffion; it is very decent, but 

. Mn Erjkine. . I muft beg to interrupt my learned friend; 
I beg his. pardon; that part of the letter has been, widiin this 
three minutes, expre&ly given up by Mr. Seijeant Adair, as 
Counfel for die Crown, who finiflied what he had to fay before 
my friend got up, by &ying, diat that part of the letter which my 
friend now choofes to read aloud, in the hearing of the jury, he 
did not mean to contend to be evidence againft the prifoner— 
md, therefore, if the letter comes to be read, the letter will be 
lead widi the omiffion of that part; or if the omiffion did not 
take place, that part is admitted, by Mr. Serjeant Adair, not to 
be evidence againft the prifoner* 

Lord Chief "Jujlice Eyre. The intemipdon is not quite 
proper; becaufe, if it were fo, that my brother Adair had 
diftini^y admitted it in that manner, yet that could not conclude 
the argument of another learned gentleman, if he was of opinion 
he could maintain it. 

Mr. Erjkine. Does your Lordfhip think, that it is confiftent 
with die rules which muft bind us upon this occafion, that, in 
arguing the admiffibility of a piece of evidence, they are not 
merely to ftate to the court the general nature of it, fo that the 
court may give its decifion before a thing, which, perhaps, is not 
afterwards to be received in evidence, (hould make any thing like 
an imprejfllion, but to read the paper itielf. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. No; only fo much of the purport 
as is neceflary to inform the court of the nature of it. 

Mr. Erjkine. My friend is not merely reading the letter, 
in that part which one of the counfel, at leaft, admitted not to 
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b« evidence, but he. is commenting upon it, ftep by ftep*— 
I apprehend my friend may ftate, that there is an expreffion jfer- 
fonally reflefting upon the King ; but, in order to argue the 
admiffibility of any piece of evidence, \t is not to be r«ad by the 
Counfel for the Crown, in the hearing of the jury; becaufeJf, 
after the counfel has read it, in the hearing of the jury, the court 
fay it is not ftdmiffiblc evidence againft the prifoner, it may lead 
to afFeft the prifoner, becaufe it may afFed the minds of the 
jury, in a manner inconfiftent with die nature of the teftimony 
received on the trial I am now, I underftand, in pofleffion of 
your Lordihips judgment upon this point. 

Mr. Serjeant Jdair. As my friend has done me the honotu- 
tp advert more to what fell from me than the weight of it feemed 
to deferve, I beg leave to ftate and explain what I did fay upon 
the fubje£t. I did ftate, and I do not mean to retra6l it, that 
the part of the letter which I alluded to, when I fpoke, v^s not 
the ground upon which we offered it to your Lordfbips, and 
would not, of itfelf, make that evidence againft the prifoner ;-*« 
but I did never ftate, diat if there was that in the letter, upon 
the ground of which! contended it was proper evidence, as ap- 
plicable evidence to the charge againft the prifoner, that tiie 
whole context of that letter ihould not be taken togedier, in 
order to ihew the intention of the parties who are implicated in 
that defign. I have never admitted that. But his Lordfhip has 
certainly truly faid, that my admiffion does not preclude any other 
gentleman arguing upon that ground. I wifhed to repeat what 
it was that I did ftate, that I might not be accufed of having 
admitted that which I never admitted. 

Mr. Bearcrofi. I have received this interruption with die 
great^ft patience, becaufe it is made by a counfel for a man now 
trying for his life ; if it had been made in any other place, and 
in a civil caufe, I could npt have forborne inftantly to exprefi 
my aftonifliment at the grofs irregularity of the interruption; 
becaufe I conceive it is not only the privilege, but it is abfolutdy 
the duty of a counfel, when he is arguing upon the admiffibility 
of evidence^ to ftate that evidence to the court. If it can, by 
any other means9 be ^£ued,.my learned friend wijl be fogood- 

as 



( 386 ) 
as tftlt me how that is to be performed, for I ' really cannot 
conceive* 

Lord Chiifjujiice Eyre, The counfcl is to open the nature 
cf the evidence. 

Mr. Erjkine. I am in poflei&on of the judgment of the court 
oa that which Mr* Bearcroft calls an interruption*' 

Mr. Biarcr§fi. I am certainly aiivare, that it may be done 
in that Qiape of opening the nature of the evidence $ but^ with 
great fubmiffion to the courts I conceive that was precisely what 
I was g<»ng to do. I do conceive, with great defc^rence, that 
It would be extremely improper in me to be reading die evidence, 
from the beginning to die end, under colour that that ihould be 
xieceiEuy to argue as to the admiffibility of it. I do admit, that 
it is. iufficient ; nay> that more ought not to be done than to ftate 
the nature of it ; but I conceive that the nature of that part of it, 
which I point out as one of the main, grounds of the admiAbility 
of diis letter, are certain particular expreffions made ufe of in it. 
What ftrikes me^ at this moment, is contained in two lines and 
a haif :— ^ Nay, I am told a woman, moved and (educed by the 
^ inftigation of the devil, and traiteroufly intending, &c. did, in 
^ Str; Janm's Park, take ofF her patten, and durew it, widi all 
^ h^ force, whereby the glafs of the ftate coach was broken, 
^ and his Majefty put in fear. God fave die King \ for if, &c. 
^ as Gerald fays,"— 

I do fubmit to the court, diat this is important evidence to the 
very point of the indidhnent ; namely, for the purpofe of (hewing 
a m^chiQVous intention to the King. Becaufe this is a letter 
from one of the confpirators to another of the confpirators, 
exulting in die tranfa£tion, enjo3ring it, and ftating it as good 
news,, for his purpofe, to his brother confpirator* That is the 
light, with great fubmiffion, in which it ftrikes me. I conceive 
that that is an additional ground upon which this letter is ad- 
miifible. 

Mr. Bower. I ihould be afhamed to trouble the court widi 
a word upon this objeSion, for the fake of die piece of evidence 
that 13 now in my hand, becaufe it does not appear, of itfelf, to 
l^eglEfo. much importance at to domaad ./<> much attention j but 
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it will be of very confiderable confequence in the courfe of thefc 
trials, if a piece of evidence, offered to the court under the cir-r 
cumftances in which we offer this letter, ihould not be confiderej 
as good evidence. 

I will attend to what your Lordfliip fuggefted, that die duty 
of counfel is to open the tendency of the evidence, at the tii]Be 
it is offered and objeded.tQ) and» with gr^ deference to my 
friends who luive gone before me, I 4p not thin]^ that they hafe 
open^ the t^ency of that part of diis latter, which appeju^ 
to me to be nuterial, and to b^ an ipdifputaUe ground why if 
lhoul4 be rec^ved in evidence. 

I muft beg your. Lordfhips to advert to the ftate of the preient 
caufe. We have already proved, ^ againft the prifoner, a paper^ 
figned wijth the name of John Martin, as chairman, at a n)eetin|f 
of the fopiety of ^^i^ich he himfelf \s Secretary. This pap^ 
was brought home to him by evidence, and by which he, ther^ 
fore, admits, that Martin was. the chairman of that meeting;, the 
date of the letter, which I hold in my hand, is the 2^ o/f 
January, 1794 ', it is fubfequent to the period of that Conventioii 
in Sc^aiidy which we have heard fo much of^ and it is relative 
to that Convention. The letter which I want to read now 14 
from Mr. Martin, who we have proved to be (b conne^^d witi| 
Mr. I£^dy, to their delegate in Scotland^ who was at that tim^ 
in confequence of the interpoHtion of the Civil Magiftrate, ia 
confinement, 9S it appears^ jto encourage him to proceed in thefi^ 
eSorts^ which he ws^ %nt there to attempt, by telling him that 
(ubfcripti^ns will now be raifed, which will be an affiftance tq 
him i an4 by informing hini, that it may be thought advifeable tq 
have ano^er meeting here, in ^ commodious place, for the 
purpofe of carrying in|o effect the views of the Convention^ 
which the Magiftracy pf that, C9untry interrupted. That is the 
tendency of the greatcfl part of the letter, which we n#w ofiei* 
to the court; and if we have brought ourfelves into the fiU^tioii 
of ihewi^ig,. .as I truft we faavej^ that Mr* Hardy has adknitted 
Mr. Martin to be Cluji^man of the Correfponding Society; if 
we have proved, that die object pf diat Ibciety was to accomplilb 
certain. j)^Qo|^j» Whpi T^ /^JS^ wejbave j>r9ved^ I take it we l^ve 
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given evidence to prove it ; if we have proved, that the objefts 
of that fociety were to carry certain purpofes into cScStj by 
means of the Convention; if we fhew incitement from a perlbn 
proved to be connected with the prifoner, in the way Martin has 
been proved to proceed, in thofe fteps which are the objeds of 
dnt Convention, and to perfevere in thofe meafures, which were 
die meafures ufed to bring about die ultimate purpofes ot tktt 
C6nventbn> we may prove a dirtSt ad, done in furtherance of 
Aat confpiracy^ by ihewing a dire£b incitement, by a letter 
in the very words of die overt a£b charged in this indifbnent^ 
to perfevere^ and go on with that condu£l^ whidi was to lead to 
tiie ultimate end that the fociety had in view. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I underftand that this letter is not 
proved ever to have ccnne to the hands of Margarot ; you caD 
it a letter ; it is, in truth, merely a paper, in Martin's hand- 
writing* 

Mr, Bower. The argument would, perhaps, be flronger, if 
It had come to his hands ; but, with great fubmif&on to your 
Lordfhip, it is evidence of the intent of this Mr. Martin to 
encourage the party, who appears to have been intended to have 
been addrelTed by this letter, in the general purpofes for which 
this fociety has be^n eftablifhed, and which they were going to 
carry into effeft ; but it is not fo ftrong, to be fure, as if I could 
prove that it arrived at Margarot's poffeffion, becaufe, I take it, 
that would put it out of all doubt; but any letter, written 
from a confpirator in the connection we have proved Mr. Martin 
to be, having proved him to be Chairman of that verj meeting, 
the objeft of this letter being to excite the perfon'-to \ii4iom it 
was written, to perfevere in thefe meafures, and to forward 
thofe purpofes, which we have proved the fociety had in view, 
and that Martin, the man who writes this letter, particularly 
had in view, by the tranfaftions at the Globe Tavern, is not^ 
I conceive, a recital of any thing that has pafled, but a dired 
incitement to go on with that aft, which we are about to prove, 
as being the aft intended by this fociety to be carried into tSe&y 
by the joint or individual efforts of the members of the fociety. 
It does appear to me to be materia^ that we fhoul<Lnow know 
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whether bt nb, wheh We have eftabliflied an intimateconne<aioii 
between Martin ahd the prifoner, that an a<a done by Mirtin^ 
in direft furtherance and profecution of the., main defign, (hould 
not be admitted as evidence againft the prifoner, though wd 
have given evidence, that they were connefted in the individual 
and particular sSt Which is the fubjed^ of the evidence that hat 
been offered* I fubmit to your Lordfliips, that this is evidence 
vrhich, in this ftage of the caufe, ought to be received ; and it 
is not for the materiality of this piece of evidence, but for the 
fake of the principle that we wifli to have eftabliflied. 

Mr: Law. The ground upon which I meant to addrefs 
your Lordfliips has been, in a great degree, anticipated by 
V^hat has ftJlen from Mr. Bower. — In confidering whether any 
written evidence, in general, is admiffible, I will conflder, firft^ 
what is the relation between the party who wrote this letter^ 
the perfon to whom it is wrote, and the party to be affeSed 
by it. — ^There has been evidence to prove, that there ejtifted in 
the members of this fociety, a confpiracy to fubvert the Govern- 
ment, then I fubmit to your Lordfliips, that, having laid diat 
ground, it is in the ordinary courfe of proceeding to give 
evidence of die detached ads of any one individual, conducing 
to the general end and ptirpofe to be effed^ed by the general 
confpiracy* 

Then what Is this aft ? And is It an aft which falls within any 
of the bver*a£ls charged upon the face of the indiftment ?— <-I 
think it is peculiarly applicable to that overt^aft which ftates that 
they compofed and wrote, and Caufed to be compofed and written, 
divers books, pamphlets, letters, &c. containing incitements, 
encouragements and exhortations^ for the purpofe of accomplifli- 
ing this objeft of holding a Convention, for the purpofe of de- 
pofing and ultlmating procuring the death of his Majefty« Now 
is this letter in furtherance of that objeft j it contains the com- 
mon incitements and exhortations of tliis fort ; it encourages 
him to perfevere, and ftates as a ground why he fhould perfevere; 
that the funds of the Society were increafmg ; that their numbers 
were increafing, and that their profpeft offuccefs was increafing. 
That being ft^ted> (for I am not at liberty to detail the particu- 
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hrcontetits^ of the letter) as the rubjeAan4objed<^ tbeletteri 
&e only queftioa is, M^dier fuch a letter as that, of which >t 
may be predicated, that it contains an exhortation and incitement 
to this objedi, is or not to be received in evidence. I cod- 
eeive there can be no doubt it is an excitement aikl exhortidaii 
upon this fubje^l, and if it be 4iat it is admiffihle. 

Mr. Erjkine, My ]JB^ unle& I oiif^ake die cauie, anj di9 
ftage we are now arrived at in it, this is novel. I th^ik I may 
call it a phenomenon in the hiftory of trials for High Treafbo, and 
in the praAice of a cbu.rt of juftice. My Lord, (landing here 
towards the middle of the fecond day, I muft appeal to the ho- 
nour of the court, and to the candour of the bar, iriiedier wr 
who are of Counfel for the priibner . have not been extremely 
ready; perhaps, readier than we might altogether juftify to our 
client in a capital cafe, in permitting the reception of evidence, 
having troubled your Lord{hips with no arguments; having afked 
hardly a fingle queftion of any witnefs that has been fworn. I 
am perfuaded, when your Lordihips recoUe£l the courfe that this 
caufe has taken, that you cannot but fee that we (hou}d have made 
no fort of obje£^ion to reading of this letter, had it contained no- 
thing more than my4carned friend Mr. Garrow very decently, in 
my opinion, and very properly ftated to the court, coofidering 
and properly confidering, that though the court might be involv- 
ed in the diiHcdty in reading a part of a letter, which part could 
in no inftance be evideiure againft the prifoner, yet that the 
technicality of the evidence might imfortunately call upon your 
Lordihips to direct a jury to do that which a judge cannot di- 
rect a jury to do, becaufe human nature will not permit tibe ac* 
complidunent of it ; to difcharge from their minds the recollec- 
tion of what they have heard. My friend did, therefore^ properly 
not even open the generality of that part of the letter ; but what 
have I in this caufe to do with any thing that Mr* Martin might 
write, and which may appear for any thing I know to be an un- 
publi/hed letter in Mr, Martin's poiTeflion, and therefore upon no 
principle of law to be evidence at all. I conceived that we were 
debating it as far as related to the prolecution of what was called 
a plot and confpiracy ; namely, that wliich was. publiihed in al 
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iSte newfpapers, and wlu€h your Lordihips hive been engaget! 
two days in hearing read* I muft be a fool to ftand here and 
cbjed to reading a paper wfaidi contains, nothing more dian what 
the jury have been employed two days of their precious tiine in 
liearh^ ; but b it went on, and at laft Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, 
tfaaCyWhichif ithadbeenfaidat firft, Iwouldhave waved my ob^ 
jeddoaiy BXki the juryihould have heai# the letter, and that part 
'Would have been croiled out, or die officer would have been de« 
iiiied not to read it; and I defy any man of common fenfe to &j 
-#ie could fuppofe I £houId obje£l to it. Do not kt any man ex- 
plain away that which I did fay, and that which die honourable 
and learned Seijeant ftated, wkh the fenfe that heloi^s to hin», 
mti die humanity which, I truft, will ever accompany that ienfe. 
He ftatod diat he did not mean to infift upon the jury hearing 
thofe ;lines read ; he thought diey ought not to hear them. 

Then comes the next learned Counfel, and he makes not a 
iingle obfervation upon any other part of the letter which is ftated 
to be in furtherance of diat which is called die confpiracy i but 
he faftens upon that, and propofes to read that which die Counfei 
who vvent before him admitted was no evidence againft my client. 
I ftood up to object, not to interrupt. I ftand here to objedl, 
vdienever there is a legal objedion open to me. I had your Lord- 
ihips judgment for the foundation of my obje£i:ion; but my 
friend paid no regaid to your Lordfhips judgment ; for after I 
-was poiTefled of your Lordfliips judgment, he went on and read 
the very words which I objeAed againft die reading of; and hav- 
ing done {oj^kindty teHs me that as I am Ck)unfel in a crimi- 
fial tafe, he I'ecdlves my interrupdon widi a gendeneis which he 
woodd -not receive fuch an interrupdon widi in a civil caufe. He 
lays this after he has doat that which is illegal, and has ftot been 
floppedinthe doing it, diough I ob}e£bd toit^ and was in pof- 
feffion of the judgment of the court. 

My Lords, th(s is no trifling matter, give me leave to lay, I 
ftand here for theJife of an innocentman; and I ftand here for 
the Law and Conftitudon of England, and I will fufFer nothing 
to be done wiiUe i Aatid here that isnot coi^onaiit to bodi. .Th«i 
where are we got to now in the debate. We are got to that 
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which fills mt with alarm and ap|nreheniion ; it is an objed of l 
magnitude fo greats fo mighty, and what I am ib unaccuftomed 
to coniider, diat I hardly know how to grapfde with it, or how 
to addrefs myfelf to your Lordihips. 

It is truly ftated too by the learned Seijeant, diat yAat the 
Crown profefs to make out by the evidence they have been offer* 
ing to your Lordfliips for a great feafon is, diat Mr« Hardy was 
cf^g^g^ in a confpiracy. Why is that unfortunate man at die 
bar to be die only vidim of a confpiracy ? I do not mean the 
only one -, diere are eight or ten indidied with him. How many 
thoufand of his Majefty's fubjedb are meant to be brought to 
this place I cannot tell ; for die confpiracy that is alledged goes 
to the Members of every one of the Societies. I (ay, in my 
judgment, upon the evidence that is before the court, every man 
who has been a Member of thefe Correfponding Societies; who 
has been a Member of this Conftitudonal Society ; every man 
who has been conne£ted with thoie a£b, if the a£b conftitute a 
confpuracy to fubvert the Government, is liable to be put into 
the fzmt ficuation ^th Mr. Hardy ; and any diing that is written 
by any one perfon belonging to cither of thefe Societies would 
be equally evidence againft-him. 

The whole diAindion feems to be this, and that diftin£tioii 
feems mifunderftood. I agree with Mr. Solicitor General in 
what he faid, with regard to Lord Stafford's cafe, founding idtlf 
as far as relates to afts. Now if this had been within the fcope 
of the bufinefs under examination, an afl: done by Margarot and 
by Martin, I (hall admit that fuch zSt done would be evidence 
againft the prifoner ; but I am objecting to a letter, more efpe- 
daily a letter that never found its way to the perfon to whom it 
was written ; that it was ever intended for Mr. Margarot, as &r 
as the evidence goes, we don't know ; but by the contents of 
which letter we are fought to be afFe£ted. 

Now there is only one thing I am anxious about. I wiih to 
fubmit it to the juftlce and to the difcretion of this court. Sup- 
pofe part of this letter is evidence, and part of it is not evi- 
dence, is that part which is not evidence to be read ? 
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' It happens every day that your Lordfliips direft part of an an*» 
fwer to an interrogatory to be read in a court of equity; but you 
won't allow other parts to be read, becaufe they are not admiflible 
evidence. Now all that I objeft to is, the reading this account 
of an old woman throwing her patten at the King's coadi ; it is 
fomething fo perfeftly ridiculous : that a man's virriting fuch a 
trumpery anecdote as that, fliould afFe6t a man trying for his life* 
in fuch a cafe as this, it would be an infuft to fuppofe ; but at the 
feme time it appears to me to be a dangerous precedent, to al- 
low any thing to be read as evidence which has no connexion 
with die tranfaftion before the court, but is a mere flippancy, 
which the writer of a letter happens to put into it; which letter 
has in it matter that may become evidence. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. This queftion has gone into a great 
length of difcuffion ; but I blame nobody, as there was fome 
difference of opinion in the court upon the former occafion ; 
therefore it required that this queftion fliould be more fully diC- 
cuffed, 

I agree with Mr. Bearcroft, that he has ftated truly what the 
nature of this queftion is ; namely, that if this were merely a 
trial for a confpiracy, this would be evidence againft one of the 
parties in that confpiracy, becaufe the queftion, whether this 
prifoner is to be reached upon the fpecific charge againft him, is, 
undoubtedly, a queftion, whether he is to be reached by that 
medium ; and if the medium is once eftabliflied that queftion 
arifes, upon which I will fj^y no more at prefent. 

It is perfeftly clear that in the cafe of a confpiracy, the ge* 
neral evidence of the thing confjpired is given in evidence, and 
then the party who is at prefent brought before a Court of Juf- 
tice to anfwer for it is to be aflTeifled for l^s fliare in it, the quef- 
tion then is, whether a paper under the hand of a perfon, who 
is proved to be one of the confpirators, fhall be received in evi- 
dence, where it is nothing more than a paper under his hand ? 
For as I take it, as this cafe ftands, it is not a letter font to 
Margarot. There is no proof that Margarot ever received any 
fuch letter ; and, therefore, it may be a paper ixierely written 
privately by Marti n^ who is the perfon in whofe hand-writing it 
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is. ftated- to be, snd may never have gone out c^ his hands. The 
queftion is^ whether under thefe circumftanoes fucb a paper is to 
be admitted in evidence, in a cafe in which another perfon now 
ftands at the bar ; and, I confeis, that this does not appear to me 
to be fufficiently diftinguifhed from the cafe which we juft now 
determined, to iatisfjr my mind that it ought to be received in 
evidence. 

It is undoubtedly true, that the general plot is to be made out 
by proving the trania^ons of others, to which the prifimer at the 
bar may not be immediately a party , but dien, how is it to be 
proved ? Is it to be proved by the mere acknowledgment of thefe 
other parties, and (o made ufe of againft die prifonor now at the 
bar ? • For inftance, here is a con^iracy charged. Suppde a 
witnefs fhould come and iay, I heard Thelwall (ay that he was 
engaged in fuch a confpiracy; and I heard Martin iay he was 
engaged in fuch a confpiracy ; and I heard Margarot iay he was 
engaged in fuch a confpiracy. My prefent appreheniion is, that 
that would be extremely good evidence perfonally againfl: the 
parties, who faid it to prove againft them individually, that they 
were concerned in that confpiracy^ but that it would be no evU 
dence whatever againft third perfons, as was the cafe on Lord 
Stafford's trial. A witnefs proved that he heard A. B, and C. 
converfe upon the fubjedt of a confpiracy; that is adireift proof 
that thefe tiiree perfons confpired, and there the converiation of 
one is evidence againfl the other, and fo on ; that is evidence of 
a tranfaftion, a h&y not hear-fay evidence ; and not evidence of 
a party's acknowledgement, only inalfinuch as it is an acknow-r 
kdgement by one in the prefence of the others, they agquiefcingj 
and therefore becomes diflinft and'proper evidence. But I have 
always taken it that with regard to thefe perfonal acknowledge- 
ments pf having meant to incite^j for that is the nature of this 
letter.--I have always ^ken it that that was proper evidence, if 
the party who was to be afFedled by it happened to ftand at Ac 
bar to anfwer for lu hut if anodier perfon was indited by him^ 
felf, that there coiild be no evidence received againft that perfon, 
but the evidence of b€ts proved by the witnefTes, who prove Ac 
CJ^il^enoe pf the (xQi^ m regular evidence |. confeiSonal evidence 
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is tf/ hmnem only. . If it happens that a matter of h&, is evi- 
dence againft A, by evidence of the truth of that fa£t, other than 
th6 confeffion of A, that does alfo become evidence againft By 
from the circumftance of B being conneiSled in the plot, and B 
being bound by all that A has done. But the courfe that has 
been obferved in the State Trials that I have read, has been that 
confei&ons have been made evidence againft the individuals only 
ivbo confefled. This is of the nature of confefTion, and nothing 
more ; that has been confidered as evidence only againft the party, 
and is not to be received where that party is not the perfon be- 
fore the court. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. On the laft quefiion before the 
court I confined what I faid to the exa£t circumftance of the 
cafe,^ namely, that the bare relation of ads by one of feveral 
perfons to whcmi the confpiracy is imputed to a perfedt ftrangei: 
to that conijpiracy, is no more than an admiilion which may pof* 
£bly vStQt himfelf, but cannot poiTibly afFe£t any of his co-con- 
fpirators, it not being an aA done in the profecution of that 
xx>nfpiracy. But, I confefs, there appears to me a material dif- 
tindion in this cafe. This is a paper which is addrefted by one 
of feveral confpirators to another of thofe confpirators ; it is 
introduced as fubfervient to the proof of the general nature and 
tendency of that confpiracy, which is alledged and endeavoured 
to be proved as the foundation of afFeAing the prifoner with a 
fiiare in that confpiracy. 

Now it feems to me that one confpirator addreiEng a paper to 
another confpirator, having relation to that confpiracy, (not 
merely a bare defcription to a ftranger) that one of them addreiT- 
ing that paper to the other is an ad complete in that iingle con- 
fpirator, although that paper fhould be intercepted, or although 
it never fhould reach that perfon for whofe peru&l it was intend* 
ed } that diftinguifties this booi the other cafe ; it is a different 
ad in one, diough it does not reach the other in that?{enfe ; it is 
an ad by one of the Confpirators, which in order to ihew the na- 
ture and tendency of that Confpiracy maybe read as a^unft any 
.otber« 
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Mr. Baron Hoiham, I remain of opinion that in the laft cafr, 
the letter then offered in evidence ought not to have been fufFcred 
to be read. That letter, however, I confider as a very diffcrtnt 
letter from this; it was enclofing fome fongs, fuppofed to have 
been fung at a meeting, fent to a totally indifferent perfon, and 
that was all that it contained. This letter is written by a man 
who has been proved to be the Chairman of the Meeting at the 
Globe Tavern; it is ftated to be written to, though jiot received 
by, Margarot, who has been proved to be the Delegate fent by 
that Meeting into Scodand; and it is flated to contain matters re- 
fpefting his particular miflion to Edinburgh. It is ftated to con- 
tain matters of incitement, and encouragement to him to proceed 
in the caufe in which he was engaged; namely, in the caufe in 
which he was engaged by the procurement, by the confent, and 
by the direftion of that Meeting in London ; and that Meeting in 
London has been proved to be compofed of the prifoner at the 
bar, of the writer of this letter, and his correfpondent to whom k 
was intended to be fent, together with many others. 

Now, therefore, I do confider this as ftrong evidence, to fhew 
that one of that meeting fo blended together as they are with the 
prifoner, fending fuch a letter tending to incite and encourage 
their own delegate to proceed in the bufinels, upon which they 
had particularly fent him, and for which they had efpecially 
commiilioned him and empowered him to adt, ought to be ad- 
mitted as evidence to prove the fcnfe of thefe confpirators, who 
were alfo proved to have been together upon that day. 

Mr, Jujiice Buller, The cafe to which I alluded juft now 
was, that of Lord William Ruffel, where my Lord How^d, in 
his examination, goes very much at large into evidence of what 
pafTed between him and Lord Shaftefbury ; and in parts of that 
evidence he goes on to fay that he fuppofed thefe things were told 
to Lord RufTel ; that Lord RufTel properly objects to 5 he fays it 
is hearfay, and does not afFedt him, but it is part of the evidence 
which is given, and you find much relied upon by the Chief 
Juftice in fumming up to the Jury, with a view to that quefHon 
which I juflnowflated, as the firft which prefTes in point of 
prder, and which quefUon in my opinion^ is always to be diftinft 
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from the {econd qu^on ; namely, whether it does or does not 
immediately afFeft the prifoner. The evidence given thete bjr 
Lord Howard is, that in a converfation with Lord Shaftefbury, 
he aflced him what forces he had, to which Lord Shaftelbury 
anfwered, that he had enough, that ten thoufand brifk bojrs were 
ready to follow him whenever he held up his finger. 

When this is fummed up the Chief Juftice ftates it to the 
Jury, repeating thefe wordp, as evidence of a confult, but that 
it does not afFe£l Lord Ruflel. 

Then how ftands the cafe here ? The firft queftion to be made 
out is, that there was fome confpiracy to zffeU the life of the 
King ; — To make out that queftion you muft go into evidence 
of what was done by other perfons. When eftablifhed, I agree 
that that would not aiFeft the Prifoner, but it is neceffary firft to 
ihew Aat there was fuch a conl^iracy on foot, and then you 
go on to the fecond queftion, to fee whether there is or is not 
evidence to prove that this prifoner was ading a part in that con^ 
fpiracy. Now it feems to me that the queftion will ftand a little 
clearer, if we fuppofe that a confpiracy of the nature contended 
for on the part of the profecution had gone on without the 
intervention of fuch a Convention, as has been here proved, by 
perfons who were in the habit of committing their refolutions to 
writing, if fuch a combination had exifted, how in the nature of 
things could it be made out, but by the declarations and. the 
converfations of thofe who were parties to it ? And it feems to 
me that the way in which my brother Adair confidered this 
queftion, Is a material one ; fuppofe an equivocal expreffion were 
ufed, fliould not I prove by converfation of perfons there how 
they underftood it ; it is evidence that they meant that their plan 
Ihould go to fuch an extent, then it becomes a fecondary quet 
tion, whether the prifoner fo underftood it or not ; it is an ex- 
predion equivocal, and if it is proved on the part of the profecu- 
tion that fome meant to go to that e3(tent, it is open to the 
prifoner to fay it was not fo mew^t by me, nor did I fo under- 
jftand it. But the queftion is now not upon the efFecft of the 
evidence, but whether it ought or not to be received; and 
jnafmuch ^ it goes to thp C3(iftence of ^ confpiracy, it feems 
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ft7 nse ftat it muft be received What efTe^ it wiSlunre insS 
be cojjfidcred hereafter. 

Afi*. Juftici Groje, I am c^ opinion diis evidence muft be 
received for the purpofc of ihewing that there was a coofpiracj, 
and of what nature that confpiracy was. In this cafe the a(kirefe 
lias juft now been produced and re^d; and in that addre& it 
appears diat Martin was thq diairmaiv the prifoner, the fccre- 
Izry, and that there was a correfpond^nce both between the 
prifoner and Margarot, and between Martin and Margarot; 
i&ax complicates or implicates thefe three peribns in a bufinelB 
<>f diis fort* Then is it not very material for us to hear for 
the pttrpofe of {hewing die nature of the confpiracy, the extent 
and the intention of die parties, what one ccmipirator writes to 
the other, refpe£ling thefe very a£b diat are done in the courie 
of transitions relative to this very |dan ? And wiien it is £ud 
that this is merely a confi^on or a vmting, I think it is more 
becaufe vre know very well that m many circumSances of 
this ibrt it has been determined that, fcrihert efi agere^ and tbe 
writing here is an ad, and it is fuch an a£t as may ihew the 
extent of the plan, that there was a plan, it may ihew for any 
thing I know the intention of the parties to that plan. I axAS^ 
therefore, I am of opinion that this evidence ought to be read. 

L(rrd Chiefjufiice Eyre. Then now you will read it. 

Mr. William Walker (Sworn). 

Examined by Mr, GarroWn 

^ I believe you are an Attorney ? 

J. Yes. 

^. Are you acquainted with Mr. John Martin ? 

u/. I am. 

^ Are you acquainted with his charadter of hand-writii^ ? 

J. I am. 

J^. Be fo good as look at that letter, and tell me whether 
the whole of it in your judgement is his writing, particularly 
the fignature, do you believe that to be Mr, Martin's hand- 
writing ? 

^, I do. 
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^ B^e fo good as look at ^ Ciperferlptioo, ia ytm h&vm^ 
tbat lik^fe to be his hand-wrkii^ 2 
. ^, I do- 



^ HJcbmond BuiJdingSy Jan. a2y 1794. 
« My Dear Sir, 
^ I dare by you diink I have forgot you, from my not having 
^ written to you^ but you know my fentiments k well d»t it 
"^ was unnecefiary for me, and would prcbaUy have been impro- 
^ per to fay much on the fubjed of your miffion ; and widi re- 
^ gard to Lord Edward, I have not been able to get any Akig 
** like a fettlement. .To-morrow is the firft day of the term, 
^ when I fhall rule the Sheriff to return the writ of fumf. 
** mons. 

. " We had a meeting on Monday. I was in the chair. The 
^ newfpaper gives our numbers at 500, but we were nearer 
** 1500. Every thing was well conducted, that is to fay, re- 
** gularly ; and the proceedings were tolerably bold. Mr. Hardy, 
^ I dare fey, has fent you a copy of the Addrefs and refo- 
** lutiou* 

" Your condufl receives univerfal approbation ; and though I 
** at one time dreaded the want of money, yet that is now over. 
** Thofe who oppofed the fubfcription at firft, are now putting 
♦* their hands to the very bottom of their pockets, and fwear by 
** God you fliall be fupported with the laft guinea. We muff 
** have another General Meeting in a Chapel or fomc large 
** place, and declare the purpofe of a fubfcription, and, I think, 
^ -wc flxall get plenty of the needful for that and other purpofes, 
^ Have you read my letter to Lord Lauderdale ? Do you incline 
** to try the Writ of Errw: ? What do the Scotch lawyers think 
** of it ? And what do yoa think of die legal knowledge of my 
^ countrymen ? I firmly believe that the law is the only fcience 
^ of which they know nothing. 

" The King went yefterday to meet his Parliament They 
^ &t tilifix o'clock this morning. The papers are not out ; but 
^ I am told only twelve Members were for Peace. I am glad 
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« tHe Minifter has fo great a. majdrity widun doors for Ac War, 
*' and that the' people have a greater majority without doors 
•* againft the War. The fwinifh rogues had the impudence to 
** write, no War, on all the doors and corners of the Hbu/es of 
'^ Lords and Commons ; and they had even the audacity to groan 
^^ and hifs while his Moft Sacred Majefty was pafling to, and 
** from, the Houfc. Nay, I am told, a woman, moved and 
^' (educed by the inftigation of the Devil, and traitoroufly inteAd- 
*^ ing, &c. did, in St. James's Park, take off her patten, and 
" threw it with all her force at his Majefty, \diereby the glafs of 
^ the ftate-coach was broken, and his Majefty put in fear. God 
♦^ favethe King, for if, &c, (as Gerrald fays), 

" I am happy to find you are in good fpirits, fuffering Ae mUd 
^ and juft fentenceof the law. You may remember that I told 
^ you to be thankful if you were not hanged. 

** The fociety is increafing rapidly, both in fpirit and in num- 
^ bcrs ; and the Rich now begin to come among us, and to fit 
*' down with pleafure among the honeft men with the leathern 
*' aprons, 

'* I could write to you ftrange things, but I know not but this 
<* may be read by fomebody before it comes to your hands, there- 
** fore excufe the nonfenfe. 

^* I tlrtnk there is a ftruggle between Mrs. Margarot and you, 
** who (hall bear this with greater fortitude, and that thofe who 
** fufFer the leaft feel the moft. When I read your letter to the 
^ General Meeting, I could fee the tear ftarting in the eyes of 
" the honeft men to whom it was addrefTed, and the fucceeding 
" groans helped to relieve their fwoln hearts. 

" I think you (hould execute a Power of Attorney to fome 
*' perfon, authorizing him to a<^ for you generally, in cafe you 
" (hould be hurried away. And if you think well of the Writ 
*' of Error, give me an authority, and I will immediately fet 
" about it. 

" Between us, Muir and Palmer have put themfelves into the 
** hands of the Oppofi^ioii, who, I fear, will ufe their cafe no 
*' farther than as an argument to help themfelves into admi- 
*^ niftration. 

« Mrs, 
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^ Mrs. Martin defires mc to fay more for her tiian I hzvt 
^ room. Were it not that you are fafe enough, and all of us 
** married, I would almoft think her in love ; but it is with your 
** ccmduft more than your perfon, adieu. Believe me to be, my 
** dear Sir, 

" Your fmcere friend, and 

*« Fellow-Citizen, 

"J. MARTIN.^ 

** Citizen Gay (ays more than I dare write. You know the 
** frank fincerity of that Citizen, and if either prayers or any 
^ thing elfe in his power is wanting it may be depended on, 

*' To Gtizen Maurice Margarotj Toltoothj Edinburgh" 



Mr. John Gumeil. I found this paper at Hardy's houfe. 
// was read. 

" Tolbooth^ January 24, 1794- 
^ Dear Hardy, 
" I have juft received your letter, dated (by miftake I fup- 
** pofe) the 19th, giving me an account of the dinner, of Ramfay^ 
*• and inclofing a lol. note* I thank you, my valuable friend, 
** for the kind concern you fhew ; but I wifli the fociety may 
** not forget me altogether: however, (hould they, I am deter- 
** mined to purfue the fame line of conduft, even if I muft 
* purfue it alone. I will, however, remark to you in private, 
** and this letter is meant as a private one, and you may ms^t 
" what ufe you think fit of it, that tlie Sheffield Society have 
*' behaved far differently from our own, towards their delegate, 
** and even towards his family. If you publifli my trial, it 
^ might be neceffary to place a pript of my handfome figure in 
** front, if fo Mrs. Margaret can fumifh you with a miniature, 
*' whence an engraving can be taken ; if that is done, pray let 
** the engraver put into my hand the paper, containing the. 
^ queftions to the Lord Juftice Clerk, 9nd let the laft of them 

tt be 
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^ be legale, v!%. Did you not iay> diat the mob woidd beAe 
** better for lofing a little bloods 

^ It will have a great efied on the public mind : I wn 
^ going to write a pre&ce to the trtal^ but on reading die 
** account of the meeting at the Globe-Tavern, I thought it 
^ might be better for the fociety diem&lves to fey ibmedung on 
^ that head ; but I muft again obfervc^-that the Sheffield peopk 
^ feem more in earneft than the Londoners, Pray write to 
*' Norwich x I hope Sutton has paid that bill ; if fo, let Mrs. 
^ ISfL fend me 151. of it, and after paymg you, keep the re- 
^ mainder : I afk ibr ihat money, becaule I mm m arrears here 
^ more than die fixdety has fent me; I will endeavour, if I can 
^ colle«Sl a few of the extraordinary expences, to fend you a lift 
<' of them. Since my laft, we have had an addkional padlock 
^ put upon our door, and the Captain of the Tolbooth is not 
^ intruftcd with the keys at night, but delivers them to die magi- 
^ ftrateSy and calls for them again in die morning* Every thing 
^ here fhews fear on the one hand, and difcontent nearly ripe oq 
« the other : here they make no dinners, but yet they meet. It 
^ appears, that worthy Skirving was unnoticed in jFoOr cups; 
^ the Scotch ladies, however, are more kind than the London 
^ Corre^nding Society; and in the eSk&s of their regard for him, 
*^ I partake. Gerrald is not yet arrived. I fent the (bciety (by the 
*' way of Sheffield) a copy of Scott's indiihnent;; diey will nuke 
" what ufe they think proper of it. Has A4ardn done any thing for 
** me ? The Duke of Pordand, now that he joins rainiftry, and 
^^ coalcfces with the landed gentlemen, ought to pay that bifl 
<< for his brother, Lord Edward Bentinck, or they both ought t» 
^ be expofed to the world, and the abufe of parliamentary feat- 
*^ jobbing made more public. Armed aflbciadons are, I per* 
" ceive, now fet on foot by die rich, wherefore (bould not 
*^ the poor do the fame ? Are you to wait padendy uiiril 
^ 20,000 Hdlians and Hanoverians come to cut jrour throats ^ 
^ — and will you ftretch forth your necks, like Iambs, to 
** the butcher's knife, and, like lambs, content yourfelves 
^ widi bleaUng. Pray let me hear £rom you fixm; re* 

« member 
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member mc to Moffatt, Muir, Palmer, and aS fuflFcrii^ 
brethren." 

« Your's, 

« M. M." 

** Pray deliver the inclofed, and (hew her this.'* 
Mr. Tf)Gmas Hardy^ No. 9, PiccadJUyy London.''* 



Mr. John GurnelL I found this paper at Hardy's houfc- 
// was read 

•* Brijkl^ January 28, 1794. 
*^ Fellow-Citizens, 

** I am again authorized to write to you, f^ifying the grati- 
* tude of our fociety for your fecond epiftle, which came to my 
*^ hands the 3d inftant. After reading its contents, I coDe^ed 
*^ as many of our friends as I conveniently could that evening :— » 
^ we read — ^^we hlufbed — we took courage ; we did more, for 
** we refolved on re-aflembling, as we had appcrinted prior t» 
** the determination we announced in our laft. We intend pub- 
^ liihing an addrefsj or fomething declaratory of our fentimentF^ 
^ with all convenient ipeed : as foon as this Is effeded, we ibali 
^' fcnd a copy or copies to you. From the Courier and Evening 
*' Gazette, we have had information of die trial of Mr. Margaro^ 
** and his fentence to fourteen years tranfportation. We are by 
^ no means at a lofs in forming a judgment of tlie noble caufe in 
** which he, with others, are embarked, nor would we be 
•* frightened at fuch fentences;- You fee, citizens, your fecond 
^ epiitie has quickened our courage, and vivified our patriotifin, 
'^. and roufed us to refdudon ; and more, our number is now 
*' confiderably increafed. Perhaps your third epiftle may do 
^ greater things ftill : we are fenfiblc 'tis a noble — *tis a vir- 
^' tuoAis — 'tis a godlike and immortal caufe in whidi we are now 
^ mutually embarked ; and though, for parts, our effort can be 
** but a feeble one, yet the caufe we efpoufe is mighty — is cner- 
^ getic: — ^it will finally prevail and profper. It is our firm 
^ opinion, could we butaroufe them, that paitriots would bccomt 

^ Bsarly 
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^ nearly the majority of 6ur city. We expeAed to hare had the 
« dozen of the Engliftimen's Rights, which you mentioned in 
^ your firft epiftle. — Hope you will fend them fpeedily* 
** We are, Fellow-Qtizens, 

" Yotir's, fincerely, 
" The Bristol Society for 

« Constitutional iKf-oltMATlbK, &c.'* 

** Mr. Thomas Hardy^ No. 9, Piccadilly^ London.** 



Mr. Garrow. Here are a great number of printed circular 
letters. 

Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found them at Hardy's houfe. 
.One of them was read* 
" Citizens ! 

^ The critical moment Is arrived, and Britons muft cithcf 
" affert with zeal and firmnefs their claims to liberty, or yield 
« without refiftance, to the chains that minifterial ufurpation \i 
** forging for themw Will you co-operate with us in the only 
" peaceable meafure that now prefents itfelf with anyprofpect 
" of fuccefs ? We need not intimate to you, that notwith- 
** ftanding the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt ahd over- 
" bearing feftion, which at prefcnt tramples on the rights and 
" liberties of the people, our meetings cannot in England b6 
** interrupted without the previous adoption of a Convention- 
** bill, a meafure it is our duty to anticipate, that the ties of 
** union may be more firmly drawn, and the icntiments and 
** views of the different focieties throughout the nation be com- 
^ pared, while it is yet in our power, (b as to guide and direft 
" the future operations of the friends to freedom. Roufe then 
*' to one exertion more ; and let us fhew our confciouCiefs of 
** this important truth : * If we are to be beaten down with 
** threats, profecutions and illegal fenteiKres, we are unworthy 
" — ^we are incapable of liberty.' We muft, however, be 
^ expeditious: Heflians and Auftrians are already among us; 
^ and, if we tamely fubmit, a cloud of thefc armed barbarians 
2 " may 
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** may; fliordy be poiored in upon u^ : let us fofm then another 
" Britifli. Convention J we have a central fitualion in our view, 
" which |we believe would be topft convenient for the whole 
" ifland;\but which we forbear to mention (intreating your 
^' confidence in this particular) till we have the anfwer of the 
" focietieslwith which we are in correfpondence. Let us have 
*' your anijwer then, by the 20th at fartheft*— earlier, if poffible, 
'' whether jyou approve of the meafure, and how many delegates 
*' you can . fend, with the number alfo, if poffible, of your 
" focieties. : 

** We remain yours, 

" In civic afFe^Hon, 
** 'The London Corresponding Society. 
** THOMAS HARDTy Secretary:* 
^^ For the management of this bufineis we tiava appointed a 
*' fecret committee ; you will judge ht)w far it is neceffary for 
^* Jrou to do the fitoie.** - ' 



Alexander Grant {md^ he believed die following letter to be the 
prifoner's hand-writing. ; 

It was read^ 

'' L(md$ni March 12^ 1794. 
" Citizen BucKLfe, 
'' I have juft time to inform you, that I iaw our worthy 
*' defegate, Citizen Margarot^ laft Friday, onboard the Surprize 
" Trahfport, at Spithead, about five miles from Portfinoutb 
^' Harbour* — He is in good health and high fpirits, no ways' 
*' depreffed, although Providence feems to frown;— te is con- 
^ fcioiis of having broken no law in this country, but only doii^ 
^} his duty, as every good Citizen is bound to do, for promoting' 
" the happinefs of his fellow men, by opppfing every meafiire,' 
^^ and any man, that wantonly vidates all laws, human and 
<' divine. — He has the confolation in his own .breaft, as every* 
^ honeft man wilt have, when he ^efleSs, that he Is natfuffering* 
*' for evil dbing, although the enemies of mankind ate punifliing' 
*^ him as an evil doer ; — but, according to bumsui tppearancey 
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« die re^ of tte Beaft of CivU and Ecdefiaftica Ptmer 
^ is almoft at ah end.— Tlianks to the Supreme Rulr of the 
*^ Univerie ibr his great goo d nc fe hitherto^ and the brigh pnfycd: 
•* before us. 

^ I deliTered the twenty pounds y<ou gave me for ht vfe, into 
« his hand j— it was very feafonable. — This moment a friend has 
^ fiicwn me a letter fipom Muir, informing him, that the convoy 
* has hoiftcd her fignal for (kiting } and I am afraid> by this 
^ tim<s they arc gone from Portfinouth ; if fo, they are widiout 
" many ncceflarics that were preparing for them.— I few the 
^ Captain ; he appears to be a very good kind of man, and 
" bears an excellent charaftcr. — I hope you will cxcufe me 
** •entering into detail any further, for I have not another minute 
" to {pare^^f any friend you cah truft come to town, I will 
^ give him a full account^-^What think you of a Convention ? 
: . . « FarcwelK 

« THOMjfS HARDr^ 



•. Ato John QurnelL I found thefe papers at Hardy's houfe^ 
They were read, 
*' Fellow Citizens, 
.*^H?he Society io Strathaveii received your circular letter 
" fomctime agc), rcfpedling another Bntifh Convention, to be 
^ held in England ; and finding it would be incoiwenicnt for 
*f them to fend -a delegate, fox themfelves alone, the caufe being 
^ much iiipprefled here by profecutions, which we are fubjefted 
^ to from the petty Sheriffs in our neighbourhood, we have 
*'^ united owfelvos with the focieties in Kilmarnock, Galfton, 
*f. Newmills, and Dorvill; accordingly a meeting of delegates 
*^ from thcfe* focieties, and that in Strathaven, was convened on 
*' the firft current, where the meafure met with the fulleft ap- 
" probation, and a delegate was elecfted for the General Con- 
** vention, and a Secret Conmiittee appointed to tondiuEt the 
*< bufinefs.-i-You will, therefore, forward your orders to us, 
«' when and whfere the Convention is to meet vrith any odicr 
*< inftruftions or information you may judge neceffary ; we fliall 

^ inftrua 
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cf inftriia ottr delegate, refpeaing the mtmber and fttcngdi of 
f our focieties, and are happy to fraternize with 70U inf any thing 
^ that may tend to promote the general good. 
^ We remain your's, 
•* Strathavetty ^ In the caufe of Liberty^ 

9/* Jprilj 1794. ^ For the United Societies as above, 

« JLEX. MITCHELL, Secretary. 

" For the Lnndan Correfponding Society. 

« Dire<a to Alex. Mitchell, Manufefturer, 

** Strathaven, County of Lanark* 
« Mr. T. Hardyy Shoemaker, 

** No..c^ Piccadilly, London.''* 



** Newcastle-upon-Tynk, 7.^h April, 1794. 

^ By deflre c^ a number of friends to a radical reform in the 
^ Conftitution here, I make free to trouble you.— We live in a 
** place where an Ariftocrat Magiftracy endeavours to ftop die 
** genial and benign Spirit of National Liberty from fpreading, 
^ notwithftanding a very great number are found here that dare 
^ aflert the natural and unalienable Rights of Man, aCnd bear 
** their teftimony againft the tyrannical encroachments of 
^ aflumed power on thofe rights. — A good number have formed 
^ themfelves into focieties, and meet weekly, admitting none 
<• but known friends ; and have afTumed no name but that of 
*' News-p^er Companies ; thefe were in great fpirits while die 
^ Britifh Convention continued to a£l, but after their fuppreffion, 
** a damp was caft on the whole. — Subfcriptiohs were ready to 
** be fent off the very night they were fut^prefled, and die 
•* Gazetteer flopped, which has fince been recnitted to London, 
^ for the ufe of the perfecuted worthies, Muir and Palmen— 
^ Being charmed with your mafterly and bold approbation of die 
** conduft of your Delegates and noble Martyrs for Trudi, 
** Margarot and Gerrald, and find your name figned Secretary 
*• to the Correfponding Society, we vafli to copy your example; 
^ and beg, if you think lis word» your nodce, give us your 

E e 2 ^'^ N\^'^'^ 



( 4^8. h 
^ Views and- intentionSy as foon as convenient^- which/ I faope^ 
^f will be a means to ftimulate and increafe our numbers. Left 
•^ this Ibould not come to you, as I have an uncertain direftion, 
^ I forbear troubling you more at prefenjt, in hopes of being 
** favoured widiyour future correfpondence. — Farewell, hopiag 
^^ the hydra of Tyranny and Impofition fhall foon fall under the 
** guillotine of Truth and Reafon. 

" Your*s, with all due refpeft, &c. 
" Mr. Hardingy No. 9, or 19, Piccadilly^ London.** 



Mr. Garrow. This, which was found in Hardy*s pofieffion, 

purports to be an anfwer to the laft. 

« ift May^ 1794. 
** Citizen, 

** It is widi pleafure the London Correfponding Society hear 
^ diat a fbciety on a (iinilar plan, and with the fame patriotic 
^^ objeds in view^ is likely to be eflablifhed at Newcaftle up^ 
^ Tyne. If ever a crifis arrived that required the exertions of the 
^^ people to flop the torrent of corruption, infamy, and defpotifm 
^ that feems likely to overwhelm diem, it is the prefent In 
" God's name, then, let us ufe thefe exertions. We arc called 
^^ upon by every thing that is dear to us, as men and as Chriflians. 
** The caufe of truth and liberty mufl finally be omnipotent; 
" therefore doubt not that the glorious reign of liberty and 
" equality will ere long be eftablifhed ; and modern govem- 
^ ments, with every appendage of wickednefs and corruption, 
^ will flee, in time, from their genial influence, as beafls of prey 
** to their dens of rapine and darknefs from the riflng fun. The 
^ London Correfponding Society have beheld with indignation 
*^ the rapid advances of defpotifm in Britain, and are ready cor-, 
*^ dially to unite with every other fociety in the three kingdoms, 
*' who have for their objeft a full and efFe<5lual reprefentation of; 
** the people j they therefore have deputed fix .of their members to 
'' meet fix of. the members of the Society for Conflitutional 
** Information, to form a committee of correfpondence and co- 
operation. This committee meets regularly twice a week, 
" at No. 2, Beaufort Buildings, Strand, where any member dele- 
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* gated by your fociety will meet with every information re- 
** quired. We inclofe you a few of our Refolutions entered into at 
*' our General Meeting, on the 14th of April, which will be 
" fufficiently explanatory of our fentiments and views. We 
** heartily unite with you. in wifhing that the hydra of Tyranny 
*' and Impofition may foon fall under the guillotine of Truth and 
** Reafon/* 



*'jBrj/?5/, 2+/A^r//, 1794* 
" Fellow Citizen, 

" You may be fenfible, from our laft communication, that, in 
^ the infancy of our patriotic efforts, we had many difficulties to 
** overcome, and many ftrong prejudices to combat. We laid 
*' open to you our real fituation ; we told you our determination 
*' to addrefs the public, and affured you of our unalterable perfe* 
•* verance in the glorious caufe of freedom. — This perfeverance, 
^ however, and thefe exertions of an individual fociety, can but 
** little avail, if the focieties in the different parts of the kingdom 
^ are in themfelves difunited, or do not aid and affift each 
'* other, agreeable to the principles of philanthropy and fraternity 
'' which they fo warmly profcfs. Under this idea, we conceive 
« ourfelves treated with a degree of incivifm, by your fociety not 
** anfwering our laft letters ; the reafons may be good. — At pre- 
<^ fent, we are candid enough to confefs that the circumftance 
« does not appear to us in the moft favourable point of view. 
** Our Addrefs, of which we fend you a few copies, we find to 
*' have a good effeft, and is likely to beget us the affiftance of 
«^ many friends, while our enemies acknowledge diere is fome-* 
^ thing very feir and rcafonable in the produftion. This is an 
^ abfolute vi£^ory; and we have reafon to congratulate ourfelves 
*' on die profpeft of fuccefs it opens to us. With a mixture or 
^ pain and pleafure, we faw an account of your laft General 
<« Meeting. We lament that the ftrong hand of Defpotifm fhoulcf 
^ fo often interfere to prevent the aflertion of the rights of the* 
*' people, while we rejoice in your mtnly conftitutional per- 
** feverance, and applaud and approve yofur refdution of forming 
^ another general convention. Our incrclfiiig numbers give us 
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** every rcafonable hope of foon being able more effecluallf 
" to cooperate with you ; while, for the reafoos formerly ftated, 
** we cannot yet make a pofitive promife on that head. We hope 
f* ftK" an ii^mediate anfwer. Favour us with your opinion of omt 
^ Addrefs, and tranfinit a fketch of your plan refpe^ng the 
«* genera} convention. 

" By order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by 
^ the Briftol Conftitutional Society, 

^* Thomas Hardy, lio. 9, Piccadilly, LondonJ*^ 

[No Jignature.^ 

Norwich Societies, 2i}thjfpriljiyq4' 
^^ Citizen Hardy, 

" It is with great latis&ftion we view the manly conduft of 
^ )rou and your colleagues, efpecially when furrounded, as you 
*' are, by a domineering ariftocracy, who, notwithftanding their 
'' great bluftcr, are but chicken-hearted ; witnefs our Norfolk 
^* Quixotes, who, after being completely foiled at the County 
"Meeting, were determined to fubfcribe to fupport an armed 
« ariftocracy. Bu^ pray tell it not in the metropolis, that a 
^ Noble Marcjuis fubcfribed no more than ^. ZOO, and another 
** high-penConed I^ord but ^.1005 an Alderman and Leader, 
^ and very fierce for church and king, the enormous fum of ^.20: 
*^ thefe are the men who are ready to fpend their lives and far- 
" tunes — But enough of fuch privileged beings, We ftiould be 
^* glad tQ know whether the friends of the people confent to a 
^ convention, and whether they will take an aftive part. 

« Pleafe to accept of a few of our biUs, We fhould efteem it 
** a favour that you would fend us a few of your late Pe- 
I* clarations, • 

f* P^S. Many of our friends are fully convinced of Ae nc- 
^ ceffity, legality and rationality of a convention: but, qnery, 
^ whether the t;ime be expedient. 

•' '^yjMES BAGGy Chairman, 
" « /, SAINT, Secretary:' « 

^ Herefird^ 
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« Hereford^ May ilth^ 1794. 
«SiR, 

•* I have repeatedly feen your name in the newfpapers, as Se- 
•* cretary to a certain inftitution called the London Correfponding 
** Society. But front my inquiries in the country, I have not 
"yet been able to acquire a knowledge of the rules of thfe 
" fociety, nor- the precife purpofe for which it has been 
** eftablifhed. If their defign is to increafe the knowledge of 
^^ the community, I really think it laudable and feafonable, and 
5^ fbould be glad to avail myfelf of their information. I have 
^^ therefore troubled you with this letter, requefting fome account 
^ of the rules of the fociety, the obje& they have in view, and th# 
*' means they purfue to obtain it. Any information of this fort 
^ would be extremely gratifying to, 
'* Sir, 

" Your moft humble fervant, 

^^ JOSEPH POWELL. 
" Addrefs to Jofeph Powell, Surveyor; to be left at the 
*' Sun Tavern, Hereford. 
. « Mr. Hardyy No. 9, Piccadilly^ London.'^ 
"Poftpaid." " 

^ Fellow Citizen, 

*' In anfwer to your letter dated the 12th ult. I am defired t9 
*' inform you, the London Correfponding Society have ih view 
** not only the glorious defign of increafing the knmvledge pf the 
^ community, but of redrejjing their grievances. This they 
*' hope to do by ftraining every nerve in union widi other fpcieties 
^ already eftablifhed, and eflablifhing, in every part of the king- 
^ dom, to procure univerfal fuffrage^ and anntial parliament s^^ as 
"the only likely means to annihilate the prefent mofl abominable 
^ fyflem of corruption, and to flop the rapid advances gf 
" Defpotifm — amonfter whofe hideous features need only be ex* 
." pofed to render it an obje£l of univerfal terror and detefta* 
"tion, but whofe ^udy trappings have too lo^g ^iM fbt^ 
•* eyes of our countrymen* 
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* To expofe vice,to paint virtue in its true colours^ to acquaint 
«* our fellow citizens with their deareft rights, the rightpof man-^ 
«* »nd, by a brotherly union, give them an opportunity of «fe- 
^ mending thofe rights, are the « mans** we ufe ; and we doubt 
^ not, but in exerting thofe means, we are doing oiir duty to 
** God and our country; for, as Pope feys, 

** Jove fixt it certain, that whatever day 

«* Made man a flave, took half his worft away.** 

^ We invite 3rou, and your fellow citizens, to join with us in 
•* die fame glorious caufe. Prom us you n>ay depend on every 
** information and aiBftance j the mode of obtaining which, you 
^ will fbordy learn by a circular letter. 

« T. HARD r. Secretary. 

^ Herewith you receive a few of the proceedings of our laft 
•* General Meeting. 

(Jndorjed) ^ Copy of anfwer to Hereford," 



Mr, Garrow. I now propofe to read a letter from a fociety at 
Sheffield, addrefled to die prifoner, it does not appear that any 
part of it is in his hand- writing; it is found in die pofleffion of 
Thelwall, who, as your Lordfliip recollefts, appears to have 
been in fome inftances an agent of that London Correfponding 
Society of which Hardy was Secretary, 

Mr. £rjkine. The principle upon which the laft piece of 
evidence was admitted was very diftinftly ftatcd by your Lord- 
Ihips, that it might be evidence to fhow a confpiracy fo called, 
yet would not go to afFeft the prifoner unlefs it could be 
brought home to him. The only remark I make upon this isi 
how does it appear to be the fame Sheffield Society with which 
this Society was in correfpondence ? Is it written in the fame 
hand-writing ? Does it profefs to be written by die lame perfon 
who before correiponded with the Prifoner ? 

Mr. Garrow. We do not ftate this Is the Sheffield fociety 
with which they correfponded; I ftate it to be ft-om a fociety 
^ Sheffield with which town they were in correfpondence, 

figned 
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figned by a perfon purporting to be a -Secretary ; but if mjr 
Friends objeft to it, we will not trouble them to argue it. 
Mr. Erjkine. I certainly do objeft to it. 
Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Tthink this letter is in a different 
fituation from the other. It is a letter purporting to come from 
one of thefe focieties ; it is addreflTed to the Prifoner, and it is 
found in the hands of a perfon, affefled by the evidence, at leaft 
to involve him in this confpiracy. 

Mr. William Tims (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Garrow. 
^ Are you one of his Majefty's Meflengers ? 
J. Yes. 

^ Did you feize any papers at the houfe of Thelwall ? 
jfp Some few that were on his perfon. 
^ You put your name on thofe that you feized ? 
J. I did. 

^ Is this one you found upon Thelwall ? 
J. It is, 

The letter read. 

^ Sheffield^ May lUh, 1794. 
«* Friend and FELtow Citizen, 
^ ^ The friends of peace and reform in Halifiix, having held a 
^ General Public Meeting in the open air, on Monday, April 
" 2ift, 1794, at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakc- 
*' field, Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood, 
*' the friends of Freedom after the meeting agreed to hold a 
* General Meeting of delegates at Briftol, in order to confide^ 
*' on the meafures to be adopted by diem, preparatory to a Gei 
^ neral Convention, after which our worthy friend Citizen 

** <. — , of Hali&x, being ordered to ShefEeld, to get the 

♦' Proceedings of the Meeting printed, and confult with us 
** upon the fubjeft, they were advifed by us to defer at pre* 
** fent the meeting of delegates until further information froni 
•* you on that fubjeftj I was, dierefore, ordered at our laft 
*' Committee Meeting to write to jou, requefting the favour of 
*♦ as early intelligence as poffible on that important btifuiefiC 

« We 
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^5 We are not in the Teaft intimidaJtqd in Sheffield, zs wc cm 
•* call and hold a public Meeting whenever circumflances ren* 
** dcr the fame neceflary j befides in the houfe, Mvhere I refide, 
i< we have a large commodious room, where die Sode^ can 
H ^peaceably meet in rotation. 

^ By order of the Committee, 

^ WILLIAM BROOMHEAD, Sbcretary.*' 



Air. TVtUtam iSr^r/ again called.: 

Mr. Garrow. Was this paper found in the poiTeffion of Mr. 

Skirving. 

J. Yes. 

The paper read. 

*' The delegation from Glafgow moves, thal^ the Convention 
•* take into their confidcration, the nature and extent of a 
^ Refolution adopted by their conftituents, and by moft of the 
^ other focictics in Scotland^ and afterwards ratified and approved 
*' of ai the General Convention held at Edinburgh, in Decern- 
" ber, 1792; the import of which was, that if any member of 
** their fociety, affbciated for the purpofe of obtaining a Parlia- 
" mentary Reform ibould, while, in the legal pcofecution of 
*J that objeft be oppreffed or perfecuted by the arm of power, 
•' they fhould not only meet with the afliftance of the fociety 
" to which they belong, but alfo with the united efforts of all their 
^ brethren in Scotland, 

" Since die above period, however, we are fbrry to fey, fe- 
*^ veral of our members have been perfecuted, and that in a 
f^ mofl wanton manner; and thj above Refolution (which if 
." duly put in force, would, we humbly apprehend, have the 
*' happy efFeiSl of emboldening thofe who have already copiie 
^' forward, and of encouraging others who have not yet taken 
" any a<3ive part to unite their efforts in the general caufe) 
'* has never yet been attended to, 

" We therefore humbly move, that the Convention take into 
" confideration the above particulars, and confider what mea- 
w- furcs may be mofl conducive towards the performance of the 

^ obligation 



— '■'^^^^-^^^^^ !ye under, i in coh^^Sb^ pf that Refolutlon, 

*i^^id^theffby ihew to the \4^orld, d/at Ve are not unmindful of 

/*^^5feo/f .-who .^'ave. alfead or may in future fufFcr, in 






f^-i%'iy^yt>' .♦« By order of the Delegation, 

^^h-,**-^^' ■■ « JOHN GAJi'^t:^ 
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l^' ^ ,Yg^ffiitter of the 14th inftant iwldrefled to the chairman of ^ . 
.7,:»^,^Qj|p]gB». for Conftitutional Information, Wi^ read at the '"-/ 
'•W^^'v^^'lflfing, 4hd I liave thfe- pleafiire to fend you their refo- 

^"'Jy^'-r' ^^ ' • •tS'Wn^oft obedient fervant, '^x^::ii 

■^* ^ft?' ^" ^•.fc'cretary to the Society fbr\C*oii^iti4!ipix?d*IiVfoftnation. ? k 

k'iti' . ■/ \^»!^^t|i Meeting held Friday, June'iSth/'iyi^i;/" 

jr i,'; ' *^*?T^t* the' Secretary be defired to inform the Secretaiy of the 
^ ^i'*^ ,'L^n4ofciC0p"efr oil ding Society, that thilSociety receive their 
F 4^jt**/R5!^%l^%^ ^K. willing '''fb.-^t^it.fuch fix of 

^* A^t^'lihe'lnmWs \5li1»ii^^^]^)lj8i|jii ifomin to be auociated mem- 

L.«S /»**j5*Wf^^^^^ will receive ^qp printed 

^.fc|*lC^|qJ^^i^ tbi late proclamation, 

•' V-^wii^^^^^^^aP^ ^^^ ^proclamation. '.' . ^ -' . . 
f^X^'»,^|^3acSjnliiigVus they wod MembefS." 
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( 4X6 ) •■.• 
A paper Ihcu-n to Alexander Grant which he laid he bdin'rf 

to be the Prifoncr's hand- writing. J . 

Mr. Garrow, This fecms the beginning of the CQnne4^0^. ' 

of the two Societies. . .- . *■•' "' 

The letter read, ■.;..•■•• '•'•;'. 

" Sir, ..-rf' 

" In the namp of the London Corrcfponding Society, I have * 

* to return thanks to the foci^rty for Conftiturional Infbrniatjdn,*' 

•* for their prefent of 20CJ copies of their refoIutio|^'/refpeding; •* 

^ the King's proclamatio{l;'as alfo for the 200 O&i^ of Mr^ 

« Painc's letter, &c. LikeWi/e Mr. Paine's l4tt^C^ Mr. Se- 

•* cretary Dundas; by care, in the diftribution of^ymxxiy thofc . 

^ 600 papers fhall be feen by as many thoufand peribn& 

" We find ourfdvcs highly favoured by your rcad^el^*to ad-.- • 

^ mit fix of our Members among you. I am directed^* fbcward,^ 

•* to you the following fix names, as the perfons cholbja bv our . 

•* fociety for that honourable purpofe; our fenfe qf tM Vfouff ■ 

•*. fo conferred, will be beft exprcffed by their clofe^^ittpittf^otf'^ ■ .; 

■' ** at your inftruftive Meetings, &nd conftant endeavours to for-'*: 

«* ward the fo beneficial and fo much wanted Reform*bfParl&^-7-'.: 

* . '■ '• '■ 

^ mentary reprcfentation. •• ' • ;*, • 

" I am, Sir, . ' :• 

** July 6, 1792. • *' With great refpcft,."/- "• 

^ Mr. D, Adams. ^^ " Your very humble 5ciVant, ' ^' 

"THOMAS HARDY Secretary." 

**The fix perfons chofen were Mr. Hardy, Mr. Margjarot^Mr, 
^ Richter, Mr. Littlejohn, Mr. Grant, and M|^ G^^ : • ■ V 
Mr, Daniel Adams (Swop>).; \ "' \) 

Examined by M^ Bower. 'J ' . -^ " " •■. : 

j^. I think you were fome time Secretary to the Coiiftitutional ."^ *■ 
Society ? •■•'•■• .1 j 

^- Yes. . .,.-;-4-.-.;^ i'„- 

^ Were thefe the books in which their progeediAglfJirfom?./:' . 
time were entered ? . ^ ^•\'k: ' . • 

A. Yes. . .* |i •■v.. .-./'; : 

J^. Are the entries of the proceedings of the Sojicty regul^,. ■ 
made in thefe books ? ' .•• J . ' 

y/. Yes. 



^ 



( 41? r 

'*• ThtfdUnving proceedings were r€ad from one df the hoois^ 

* ^ At a Meeting held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
« Strand, Friday, July 13, 1792. 

'• ■ « PRESENT, 

... *' Mr. John Martin in the chair. 

«^ Mr. Tooke, Mn Froft, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Paine, Dr. Max^ 

" well, Mr. Hull, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Pearfon, Dr. Kentiflhu! 

*' Mr. Sturch, Mr. Conftable, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Rim- 
y " ington,' Captain Harwood, Mr. Bufh, Mr. Bufh, junior, 

" Mr. Chbppin, Mr. Bakewell, Mr. Hind, Lord Sempill, 

" Mr. Jennings, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Adams, 

" Mr. J. WUliams, Mr. Chatfield. 

*' The following fix gentlemen recommended by the Lon- 
*' don Cforrefponding Society, to be affociated members of this 
** Society,, were unanimoufly elefted." 

"Mr. Hardy, Mr.Margarot, Mr.Richter, Mr.Littlejohn, Mr,- 
• Grant, s^d Mr. Gow. 

• " At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
** held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, July 
** 20th, 1792. 

« PRESENT, 
^ Mr. Froft in the Chair, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Lord Sempill, Dr. 
** Edwards, Mr. Bonney, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. J. Williams^ 
" Mr. G. Williams, Mr.Choppin, Mr. Bailey, Col. Keating, 
** Mr. Bufh, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Afpinal, Mr, 
^ Bufh, juxu Mr. Gow, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Grant, Mc 
^ M<5ore, Mr. Johh^artin, Capt. Perry, Rev. Dr. Towers." 

" The Committee appointed to take into confideration Mr. 
.<^* Painc's letter, reported that they think it will not be advilable 
- " for the Society to undertake the truft, 
'• " Rcfol^d, That the faid Committee be now diflblved. 

•*Refolvcd, That a Committee be appointed to confider of the 
<* manner in w£ich the Society fliall communicate to Mr. Paine . 
^•their determination concerning his offer of ^, looo, in truft, to 
^ be applied as the Society fhall diink proper. 

« Rcfblvcd,^ 
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^^Iterdved, That Ae faid Committee ccmfift of Mr.Bulli, 

^ Rev. Dr. Towers, Capt. Perry, ^tr. L H. Tooke, Lord Scm- 

^pili, Mr.M.Bufh, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Choppin, and Mr. 

** Balmanno ; and that the faid Committee meet at fix o'clock, 

•* at the Crown and Anchor Tavern." 
■ %■ 
Mr, Brnver. TYndk books were among the papers that were 

feii^cd at your houfe by the Meilenger ? 

A Yes. 

^. Were thcfe books open to the infpecSHon of the Society 
when the Society were fitting ? • . 

A They were on the' table. 

i^. Open to the infpe<aion of the members ? 

J. If they thought proper. 

J^ Were diey ever read ? 

J. The minutes of the former meeting were gencndly read 
iftc firft thing in the' proceedings of the next. 



' ERRATA. 

Fifge 34i tine 26, rtad at his coronationy by which he proroifes and fwears* 

Page 38, line 14, for our, read your. 

fage 40, line 26, for alluding, read according. 

." ' line 27, read to fay that they could be capable. 

Page 4$, line 3, read in this rcfpcft cannot but. 

litte 9, after is, mfieadofa Semicolon, injerta Ptri§d» 
Page 62, line 0.6 1 read in this rcfpcdl. 
page 63, line 2, fir of tbe King, read of the King. 
Pfigt 64, Vmei 18 and 19, dele but in which* 
Page 75, line l^yfor depesdaacy, read depcodance. 
Page 80, li:Jl Hue bu! one y for invited the affiliatiun, read invited affiUatlon. 
Page 103, line 12, for it, read them. 
Pagt 11 i, tine 13, /or why, riftfi^ it was. 
Page 121, /z«tf 25, tf/>fr people, i«/iw a Period, 
Page 139, /i;ftf 23, read which is not yet mature. 
Page 184, line 24, read having or claiming. 
Pagex^^f line 19, /a/" opprefltons, rw^ oppreflbre. 
Page 363, Ftfte 30, dS^/p '« that.** 
l^mge 371, /»« 2yrc» tbe bottom, injert a Cartttna after inteniperate» i»d dele tbe Cemms 

after cxpreilions. 
Page 376, line ^yfcr prefs, read'^zCs^ 

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 



►^ 
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